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My father and mother had no backeround in the national
movement, none whatsoever. My grandmother was from Limeric
and @ great nationahist. 1 remember her well because she remained
with my mother from the time we left Belfast where | was born in
1907 until we had settled in Waterford, My father had gone out to
the Great War; he died shortly before the end of it My brother Sean,
or Jack, as I always called him, was a railway man, an engine cleaner at
the terminus in Waterford. He had started that in Dundalk. It was oily
dirty work. He always came in black 'hrough the job, he became
interested in labour affairs. be 2COMINE an organiser in the ASLE

(Associated Society of Locomative Engineers). I can recall the d; 1y of
llu one day strike against conscription in April, 1918: he was the chic
marshall of the union in Waterford. People had a tremendous rega r\l
for him. He was tall and with a commanding appearance. He had
sutfered some injury at work, and I can still see him nm;'ching along
with his arm in a sling. Sunday, April 21st, was the day for signing the
|lui"" outside the churches. We had them on our side that day!

ird, was the day fixed for the national strike. The ( Fermans
removed their troops from Eastern Europe, signing a Peace
ty with the new Soviet State(1). Thev were quickly assembled on
Western Front and thrown in there against the overstretched

rench and British. Of course the British included almost 1 quarter of a
million Irish whom the parliamentarians had helped to send into the
fight. The Kaiser's war lords hoped by a new offensive to forstall the
arnval of American troops on the scene(2) and bring off the lone
sought coup de grace. The British looked desperately around. and
decided that if they introduced conscription in Ireland they could raise
half a million men, cannon fodder of course. The one day strike was 3
oreal success. Everywhere in Ireland, except around Belfast shops
;,m] factorics ere clo: and trains and trams suspended. No
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newspapers appearcd in the South. The pubs were closed: a lot of
shops and hotels. My brother was then only ninet
Waterford City, I know, has a connection with R edmondism, but it

150 had a strong Republican and Labourinfluence. To be called ascab

in Waterford was one of the worst sorts of disgrace: the reputation of a

scab travelled along families like the reputation of an informer or
landgrabber in rural parts. Marx mentions Waterford in his writings
pointing particularly to the strength of the Bakers' Union there

I myself never heard of politics until Jack became involved in the
Volunteers: he brought in my brother Willie, who died in the great 'tlu
1 short while after, and received one of the ecarlicst Republican
tunerals. I joined the Fianna: t vas i 1917, and | was ten. There
was a Volunteer hall in Waterford: imagine the British allowine
Volunteer halls and allowineg Volunteers parade in uniform! The hall
came into some vse during a brief strike of student teachers in the De
La Salle College against the poor quality of the food. The Volunteers

ffered the use of the hall when the students retired from the college

)

REDMONDITES AND SINN FEIN
recall the three of us marching out the Cork road to a ms
De Valera spoke, That may have been prior to the great
of December, 1918. The meeting, billed to take place in the
| s0 1t was held outside. I remember John Redmond.
i¢ Redmond. He was killed on the Western Front in
blown up without trace, one of the best-loved members of the
Parliamentary Party. they say, and brother of John. It was as 4
result of his death that De Valera was selected for Clare. John
Redmond was a fine looking man too, very nice looking and popular. |
can still feel the belt I got on my head from some of the Ballybricken
people when | went shouting for Dr. Vincent White. the Sinn Fein
candidate at that election. Redmond. as I said, was very popular. His
son, Captain William Archer Redmond, was elected of course: he died
sometime in the thirties. He took ill in Ballveunner after the funeral of
an old Redmondite. Waterford was one of the six seats out of 105 that
they won, but Parliamentarianism was wiped out. Cathal Brugha was
elected for us in the county

I'he Redmondites in the city had plenty of punch, and I mean punch,
in that election, Their followers had many ex-sery icemen. We brought
i Volunteers from Co. Clare to deal with this situation Later on
when Dr. White was elected in 1918 as Sinn Fein Mavor of Waterford
he was dressed in robes of green, white and or inge, for the annual St
Patrick's Day procession, Evervthine we nt fing ‘1|1\"|.:‘_!']('()“.{\ and up

the Mall until he came to the corner of John Street l'here was a great
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crowd there of Redmondites, ex-soldiers m stly and their wives. As
soon as the procession came abreast, they let fly. not at the people in
the procession, but at St. Patrick!

Waterford was not all that active in the Tan struggle of 1920-21. D
Company was said to be one of the most active. and Jack was & se ction
commander in that. It was made up mostly of manual workers
ratlwaymen and so on. He was then promoted O.C. of C Company

hich was made up of shopboys and clerical people. I used to hear him

would shake them up. Things got too hot for him however: he
1ad to g0 on the run, He joined a ilying column, the O.C. of which was
i former British soldier, He went with the Free State

afterwards, During that period the White Cross(3) looked after us
I'h

ey were 1in the Comeraghs, based on the Nire Valley

some engagements, that I do not know much about. but I do know that

they attacked successfully a train in Durrow. It is hard to sav wh

at
support they had among the people. There was a big swing around
alright, and the people were afraid to inform on them I'hey could move
about freely. stopping where they liked. The military would not be told
| was on my way to Ring College. for an Irish summer course — it
was a small scholarship I got — on the day that I heard of the Truce, It
was a priest, who was a strong Sinn Fein and Gaelic League i pporier,
who took us there. My only thought was. now Jack can come home He
did too. for a while, but went off again to assist in training camps. and
to help in the Helvick gun-running
Waterford was held by Republican forces in the run up to the ¢ ivil
War. | remember Collins coming 1o address us in the week before the
Pact Election in June, 1922. There was a crowd of Republicans
heckling and attacking him. What a pity. I thought: a few months
before he had been a hero to them, now he was dirt. I made my way
aover: | reached up toshake hands with him. He re; ied hisdown to me
and grasped mine warmly. [ did not know afterwards whether to repret
or cherish the only contact I ever had with him. J ick at that time was in
command in the military barracks. [t had been taken over under the
terms of the Treaty from the British. He was one of four officers who
took 1t over formally. Like everywhere else, they were wearing preer
uniforms, the uniforms of the Provisional Government, the Free State
of course. That was what later on made the decision so difficult, when
aring off those uniforms, as it did when Jack heard about
the Four Courts. He would have made ideal officer

day he mught have been a Commandant

made their decision when

the crunch came
onnor was there 100, a captain, one of the great Republican
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terford. One of his brothers, Peter, was with me in Spain

Anather brother, Jimmy. the eldest, was in charge of the

> told me that one day in the run up to the Civil War. they

Commdt. Lennon. in connection with agrarian

which had now become fi quent. They were told to |

When it comes to firing, says Jack. I know where I am going to fire
ithing happened and they were ordered back But you can see there
was a basic clash between Republicans who had a radical background
and the people who make officer material in an army like the Free
state Army, When the time came to resist the staters entering
Waterford, it was people like this who chucked it in and had no more to
do with it. There was another agrarias outbreak. I am jumping ahead
ofcourse, to the latesummer of 1923, after the ¢ il War had ended. It
was a localised civil war, but maybe a more logical one. It was centred
in the countryside around Kilmacthomas. between the farm laboure rs

ind the big farmers. Houses and hay barns were burmed down. The

Free State Army hadto convoy the farm cr ind stock to the towns

I'here wasno military plan when the Civil War started Resistance in

Waterford was minimal, They iust melted away. There was an effort
made to block them at the approaches, but the Free Staters just moved
iround and landed a force from the river. Nobody was prepared for
rer thing would have been to attack the Free Staters

1 iwait them like sitting ducks. Jack was in charge of the
(.P.O. here. They shelled it and took it easily enough. He was now
their prisoner. That was sometime in mid July He was taken to
Kilkenny where, after a few weeks. he was shot dead by a sentryv on
19th August. It was known to be 4 reprisal for the shooting of a Free
State Officer, a Captain O’Brien. in W aterford. Someone called him
to the window of his cell. A sentry had his rifle pointed and fired it
Shot while attempting {o escape, they said, but we knew differently

I went to Kilkenny to claim his body, In Spite of everything, there
wds a great turn-out when it arrived in the citv. but the doors of the
church were shut ; nst him. The Ch 15 and the Provisional
Government, you could say, were hand in glove

I

Fhere is a three verse ballad written of him, the last verse. sune to

the air of “Kevin Barry , gomng like this:

March with stately step and solemn,
Lightly tap the muffled drum.

For the gloom around is now cast
'here’s a soldier coming hom

Make this grave upon the hillside.
Where he f-t\ll:‘:'lf mn «f.«j, § gone by

Fire three volleys o'er the graveside




Where our soldier lad will lie

Let us wipe out fault and fashion

And when Freedom’s day will

Let us prove ourselves in action

As Jack Edwards often done

| had no part in the Civil War, bewng still too young. Go home to hell

Jack said to me outside the post office, when I had tried to get in. |
carried some mess: 2es but the area of activity moved on from
Waterford very quickly, although they executed two lads in the jail
there(4). For us it had hardly started when it was over. It then b
something that we réad about in the newspapers as the Free

Army tightened its hold upon the coun

ILDING UpP AGAIN
In 1924, I joined the now re-organised Waterford Battalion of the
taking the bloody oath prescribed for them by the Dail i

August, 1919, the same Dail that two and a half yvears later let them

lo solemnly swear that I shall support

‘tend the Irish Republic . against all enemies

I'his po il oath followed the take-over of the Volunteers by the

Dail earlier that year, when they were promised that the state of wan

would persist untl the British military invader evacuated Ireland. | am

glad to sa hat the L. R.A. alter !“',ﬁ':}:.r-"i;'i:H"‘.l'!?\('.‘.’”‘li(ml",f)‘\ ind

n. | was in it now anyway; I suppose it was a

feeling of family lovalty. of not wantung to let Jack down, | was mnit., |

remember. while I was in the training college, at De La Salle. I was
there from 1925 onwards. I came out to a few meetings. There was
nothing very much happening. The members were a scattering of
ex-prisoners. mostly disillusioned, as far as | could see. Some silly
things happened; I suppose that is incvitable at times. A volunteer
went to disarm a Free State soldier, and shotdead the girl who was with
him. Then there was a raid on pawn shops, for binoculars of all things
and a pawn shop assistant was shot. I remember another time when
two Free State soldiers were held up and disarmed by two volunteers
I'hey came straight to my house, leaving their two Webleys with me

Fhen they went to Johanna Norris, a great lady; she kept a piggery
'

She hid the two rifles in some dry straw at the back of the
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RADICALISM IN WATERFORD
I had got the writings of Marx and Lenin by this time. | had also met
Sean Murray, formerly LR.A.. but now the seccretary of the
Commumst Party. He encouraged a group of us here. amone the
LR.A. people, to study the manifesto. When I went to Dubtin for the
Saor Eire meeting, I called down to Connolly House. in Great Strand
ostreet, the Communist Party headquarters, where 1 met Johnny
Nolan. I bought a lot of books from him. At that time we held packed
discussion groups every Sunday night to which the public were invited
W he

Economic War, We had the Bass boycott. and still we were “on the

But it was 1934 now. Dev was in power for two vears. We had the

verge . Well. be the W-“'L.‘\'_\ vou can't be on the vi FRe Jor seven vears
You can’t keep people, potential revolutionaries, going for eve

" | $ . - » ren r v - . } 3

diet of hustings, commemorations, flags, banners and Bodenstowns. |

It was ume to make a break. When the idea of a Republican

Congress came up it attracted me, There was an LLR.A. Convention
held in Dublin on 17th-18th March, 1934, at which the Congress idea
was put torward by Peadar O'Donnell and strongly \;,'.'}n.zui by
Frank Ryan. It was considered 100 political’” by many of the 120
delegates. Nonetheless it was defeated by onlv one vote. Half the
ind those people, Peadar, Ryan, Mick Price
later with Charlie and Harry, along with Seas
ymmunist Party, Roddy and Nora Connolly. Jim
. William McMullan, the 1L'T.G.W.U’'s man from Belfast
ind many more set up the new organmsanon

A manifesto was issued and an organising

Athlone on April Sth [t was not the success we had |x||.;\.~-..[ tor

paper, /'.“('I“‘u"\‘r“':“,u.v Congres was lllll).l'\;ll‘({ It w 15 ‘,‘vfwf_"L! Dy

O
¥
i

Ryan and was very much on the same lines as An Phoblacht. Tt
only from Mayv until December, of the following vear, nine
months altogether. Our second Congress was held in Rathmis
Hall in September 1934. We had all been waiting for it. There wa

disastrous lli however., between the moderates represented t
and the “Work epublic” group led by Price, and the two
Connollys. That in short was the history of Republican Congress

Now | will tell vou. how it all began in Waterford, We were involved

Peadar. George Gilmore, Sean Murray Frank Ryan and ourselves

ina big way from the start. Most of the local LR, A. supported us. They
'

were working class. The O'Connors had a substantial trade union

conne {iwii Assoonas Longressy 'w'll-l‘l-ir.‘l! We Lk L.[Il?”"-‘

f slum landlords, of which there were a few in Waterford. We he
to organise tenants and the unemployed. Two representatives of
uneémployed were later lected to the ( orporation as a result, We uls

had a firm policy of supporting strikes. I will not now go it
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I'hat was our hope, and 1t did not work
one resolution, the united front resolution ;
all of us in our talks in Waterford before the meeting
had aereed was the correct one ['he other one, Resolution Two. Twill
call it. vou would need to be De Valera to understand it. I found it hard
to make up my mind. Frank Ryan was rushing us 1o come on his side
He did not bother trying to explain his to us e ohts and
nights turning the two of them over i my mind before [ could decide
Bobbie was here in Dublin tor < ore that. She was involved
in all the preliminary discussions. She recalls at the Rathmines meeting
Roddy Connolly speaking for the Workers® Republic . whipping
his pullover in the excitement of addressing the delegates. His
name. ":L, Connolly name, swaved many of them, Nora was there
throwing her full weight in with Roddy. We could pot wait until the

of that Sunday ¢vening, Us country del

-gates |
{ f

1ad to rush away at fin
or the She was

o'clock for our tramns. Bobbie remained ¢ W
| Before we left the Town Hall we knew
ement was finished. We were called intoa room.

wugh we won by a small majority —

movement was sphit down the middle

We supportal

ront campaign by which worker and small
‘v‘;a"l.’,(' leade U] ! ; whole [\’v’/'.‘t/‘f‘(v)’“! '-w“’r'r".'i.'il un be

hiovesd
achieved

Mick Price was very dissatisfied that his Work
1 N

resolution  tailed Nora Connolly O'Brien agreed

him and
withdrew.(7)

and swear we all
Il we fall

lark or pallows grim

ittle hymn.(8)

1l issue, the danger of fascism developing from

the Blueshirt movement(9) of Eoin O'Duffy. You may say that the
orthodox Fine Gael politicians, Mulcahy, Cosgrave, O'Higgins ¢
o have anything to do with a mobster movement like

1

wani

wuld remind you that Hindenburg did not wish to soil

strong  radical movement continuing in
would get somewhere (¢ rent stril

SLEERCS

hat matte




gneswent o jai cilie Clover went to jail
rwards killed in Spain, was also in i
\\hl;'i'l'k,:_].'*
¢ between Congress and the LR A.
icked by people at Bodenstown in
2.(10) A party with Congress emblems at the tail
eession to Glasnevin in Easter 1935 was attacked
of that vear An Phoblacht (11) was finally
by the government although there were a few mimeo-
and printed issues afterwards. The Republican Congress
g ‘.‘v;‘}"\r\l’xi to this form of censorship. 1 ncy alko got
worked up about the prisoners whom Fianna |} 1gain
Arbour Hill in 1935 and 1936, and were treating
ne was the O,C. there. There was a big fight in
IC10uUS things were done, resulting in them
onfinement. That struggle continued until
August when 'n‘?:;l‘Avl."‘i‘l'LI!]':L'H as o .,‘"I'l‘_xl.‘;l

senicnced o1

the summe
I Autumn harvests fell
['hey endured the fiendish tortures
Of that awful silent hell;
was God's grace that helped then
twas meant to break and ki
rave heart burst asund

cells of Arbour Hill

blican (xu-}‘!:'w held a pProtest meeting 1 L) ed
reedom for the LR.A. to training and

canwhile | had been sacked nJa 135 irom :\1'.‘IH {

Tt

{
i
1
i

g, v

been warned against going e sbortive 'Con

oress
from that |

previous September. Following
months’ notice. | SUPPOSC It ( ould n
Byrne had his eye upon me be fn ICCESS AMOne
workers of Waterford. Bishop Kinnane, a dyed in the wool lorv.
| ipt in Januar condemming me mmediately
heir statements, which 1 meant to b
| was not a yorted me
one with l

r that the

1O




‘opular Front Govern

hin then: | was

s connoliy. |\

{ay  left on 10th October
pul

ember and were 1

10 [1\"5\5"”'4"d”i?\“"

south of Madrii




our nghting
as a drv stony coun
primitive villages with

wdujar front, two hundre

1S juSt run, run, against
sang. when we were ¢ ithering ring
lheywereall LR menof course
rged up that hill in the imtial assault member ma

Republic. They were ly all young D

rect [rom | ind. There were
land, Scotland and America. Many ot
n with our sect

after ten davs there was left of us

only 66 . Ralph Fox, the young Engli
et, were killed there

Donal O'Reilly

!';U _'.’ cOmmissar
ng ot course. It was my 'l‘:V\'(l"."":*x'i[‘”"
1.(.’1 .Jh"':' in Narge QIrmnmusi 'J.’I'/I.',"

INg under fire was

od. You did not stop and say
did not have to banish the
t anyway
avs fighting and heavy casualt
he Madrnid front, to a place called
[alk about out of the frying pan in
) ight when 1 was wounded
Bricades had been throw
ch'w yuld have cut off Madnd

iech there were thousands of mer




! suppose it is

F IWO men

of him. He was killed, still rallying
in the Brunet

s men n
ner o1 nis

alient north of Mads

back at the front. This time | felt
n throuel i 1 wounded
cen hit once. | could not be hita

12amn

A ridiculous notion. But v

the fascists attacked

close the
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irgument
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Sl




| as both housekeeper and secretary, Mary I She was a

woman: she married Gerald Elliot afterwards.(14)
I came back to Dublin and returned to Waterford where Bobbic now
Fellows came over to me in the street to shake my hand. I dont't
ou for going out ta have a bash at them, one said, thinking I had
to Spain to have a crack at the Church. I found however, a
The Christian Front was gone, so too were the last

fruagments of Republican Congress. All of my old friends were retired
! vich they could

sompiete cha

to the side lines. No political organisation existed wl
play 4 par
not going 10 De easy

First of all | got digs in Clonliffe Road, twenty-live bob a week, all

My task now was to try to get a job, any sort of a job; it was
N 2 | J

in. | got a iob with Pye Radio, but got thrown out when | tned to start
the union in it. Then through some of my rughy contacts, belieye it or
not. I got a job as a labourer, digging and laying pipes [ was about six
months at that when I got the opportunity i wk 1nto teaching. It
ional school on the South Circular Road. It was

war clouds were enveloping Europe. | got one

before the holidays in July, earning ten pounds. Un

1

unid the promise of more, | got married in Aug
.

emendous showing macie by the Soviel

following the
Europe, we set up here the 1rel ind-U.S.S.R. Friendship
e filled the Mansion House at the first meetmg, bul, as you

it i alwavs easy to fill the Mansion House the first time. It was
' f the Cold War ifter that

she was succeeded by

hard going. with the commencement |
re was a Miss Early, secretary ol 1l hen
Ida Alberry. who did trojan work, but n the end had to resign,
of the pressures and intimidation upon her, When I took 1t
: was very small indeed

155 its membership and its influence was b

Causc
’

in |
d diligent work has changed that: we are now almost a respectable

tution

I'reaty of Brest
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Peadar
O’Donnell

Commandant CGeneral,

Irish Republican Army

My mother’s name was a good west l)')m‘}!;ll one — Brigid Rogers.
I'here was some radical tradition in he family, She herself was a strong
Larkinite, which was quite unusual in 2 country district. There was
none at all in my father's family. The national move ment when it came
along, simply caught us up and carried us al ng with it. The people that
really made it are never heard of. Their names never came to light. It
was a people’s movement. We had no Fenian background, no
Parnellite loyalty; not even a memory ol moonlighting. West Donegal
had not the same land problems of other areas. The patches were too
small for a landlord to covet them. There was no land worth struggling
tor. We lived by subsistence farming, there was no cash Cry They
went to Scotland for that

| was one of a familv of nine. born in February, 1893, Our farm of
hve acres ran straight down to the edge of the Atlantic. My father had -
boat and a source of income from a lime kiln. You could survave if vou
were thrifty. There were nine of us; five went to America. It Was m»
voungest brother, Barnev. that eventually took over the farm

Al an carly age | went on a scholarship to a teacher traming college
St. Patrick’s, Drumcondra. I was there from 1911 until 1913 [ did not
like teaching particularly I would probably have emigrated
eventually — but | was lucky enough to have an uncle, Peter Rogers.,
who came home from Butte, Montana. where he had been an active
member the “Wobblies™, the Industrial Workers of the World.
which had been founded in Chicago in 1905, He sharpened my aware
ness of the class struggle. It did notseem strange to me that t} > people |

met at Liberty Hall later on, should emphasise that the real fieht wo 1ld

begin when the middle class tried to duck out of the Republican

strugele on terms that would suit them. That was what was to happen

but Labour was not ready for it and took no part in it, except the

shameful assistance official Labour gave in that carmival of reaction




in St. Patrick’s was pretty and
¢ ONCe Or tw when | bought a paper
san old Fenian: it was only afte
fames Connally twice, and each time he

n a fracas. On one occasion it was with a group of ity

Zen
men in North Great Georges Street, then a fairly respectable

l e was a « rowd of women JECTIIE id calling hin 1

bandy-leeved nulitia man, becauseé he had been the British '\‘7“':‘
['he next time was on a fine Sunday morning outside
Phoenix Park, where he used toappear regularly. A
of women who took exception to him
platform. They were agamst votes for women, as v
. I'hey ;‘uﬁh't‘ him with rotten frutt, son
! ot IMSICC ‘ | recognised his face from
happened to see. | did not know him, and |
1ance My v nunget brothe nadad me
1 | had at that time: a
h Republican Brotherhood), and was

{ thines in West Donegal

wdy joined the
much at the

| heard of Sinn Fein, but was n [ knew little of
but I despised his attitud 1 the 1913 strike, His
vigorously opposed it, and opposed the food ships
| went to teach in Imshiree. an sland t

vias a good hishing centre at that time. | spent
on the mainland. and later w

10w empty. It
some iime at Derrvhenny
vas transferred to Aranmore. [t

virly well-off island off the coast: thev held on to their homes there by

WAaSs l"l:'.‘

in Scotland
hen 1916 came. Its ripples were sci
» passed and been forgotten

1 had not England
rether with her threat of conscription. [ had, as |

r teaching. | therefore wrote to Liberty Hall ;
from Willilam O'Brien if his union, the |

1l Workers” Union, had a place for n

rish Transport
1€, 45 @n organiser
d a full-time post as organiser of all the Northern counties
Donegal 1t Tour |)l-l.!!(“~, ten shillings per weel

ly better than my teacher’s salary. | was based 1

In that city. as you know, the main workforce

which was
tnly in Derny

has been the women in
the s 1 1actories ,‘]'Ik'r\ ":‘1 .’I\‘.‘l‘y".‘l','r'

| felt that Der
{ mattered

n high unemployment among

1y mportant. Belfast

ression of Bill O'Brien? him but |
irded him as the Ler f the 1

anour
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Movement. The Petr volution had occurred: we admired it

and looked to someone like O'Brien to lead us that wav. Tom Johnson
was around als He was a socialist, a mild, but good person. He had
spent his early vears in Belfast, where he was of James

Later. under the Free State, he became a1 and was t!

1"
the Labour Party, Labour had no influénce on the course of
y should have demanded their quota of seats
. » won for them by Connolly, but thev neither
had the willpower nor the calibre of women and men. necessary I
demand and to fill these positions. which they sho
1918 onwards.
De Valera had said Labowr must watl, but the
demand their place in the Inde pendence Movemar

\
anything he had said. but becausc

cause o
""L'_‘x were thinking in terms of the
unon movement !l:(_ Y wWgEre air vl‘{ 10 1cde r'liF\, themselves with
pendence in case it would affect the prospects of trade unionism in
North. Tom Cassidy, chairman of the T. U ( . was an organiser for
ss-channel union. He naturally was thinking of his members too

[ he tragedy was that none of them understood the extraordinary o Ip

the Republican ideal had upon > young people. Bill O'Brien and
l'om Johnston kept very close to the f the independenc

move "i"L'I\!H,’". | he

1nas ]
| 1

Republican rather than Lab

VOIE
1sses 1in Dublin are

very Republican. They resented the fact that Labour had deserted the
r.a

Republic. This fear, this looking back over their shoulder, all the time,

has left the Labour and Trade Union movement in Ireland feeble and

Another redy was that ¢ llv left no successor. When he
radical nati ism died with him. The one person who could
taken his place s Cathal O Shannon. He was, however

I’H‘,l()’l 0! 1hE | yort Workers' Union and was very mucl

Undcr

L

the influence of Bill O'Brien. He was a very cood person, a brilliant

person. He knew wre of what Connelly was about than anvone |
know. Had he been in the Volunteers in 1922, instead of being

attached to the trade umion movement, he would have ]vi‘i‘-‘t_‘:1 a ver

significant political part in the Army Convention of March. We were

very poorly tic it that time; we let the Republi

default

o0

Earlvin 19191 leftm D as a trade union organiser. I became fully
ommitted to the Y joined No. 2 Brigade of the First




O'DONNELL

Northern Division i East Donegal. 1 had been a short while in
' Unmnit, but from early 1921

an
yf the Brigade, |
that appointment from Richard Mulcahy in Dublin, At the

me time 1 met Collins, [ had alread, pected a spht in the
ead “"‘I,‘ When | returned to D MEEH aised the question with
f the Brigade, Griffith, | forecast, would lcad the

Mulcahy, I expected. would remain on the Republican
while Collins might find himself on the other side. Qur te:

Hory
m Malin Head and Fanad Head in the extreme north to Lifford
south cast and Glenveagh 1 he south west. My vounger

Frank, was vice-brigadier of the First Brigade. while a third

Joe, concentrated on making bombs and explosive devices for

owly escaped ar t when a destrover came into Burtonport in
our Divisional staff. It was a split secon |

ccond raid,

got away. | must say I was not the military type

K really was to build up the conscienceness of the

v IOT The nd '\Y:H'!fll"l ]II,'-:I‘I“'\iL,i wWEe W

Icamerc
[ lovked upon the army as a train that must be kept
1 the right track and not let go d
i the conviction tha yuld duck out of
pendence movement at the first opportunmty, but | beheved

it Bill O'Brien and ¢
horrified therefore. when | found tha
iy, along wath all the other reactionary

move forward. |
0 supported the
i set up two
training camps during the Truce period vas in Glen Swilly
11 | saved the Castle
g at the evacuation, There were training officers sent from
Andrews 18 one that | recall. Meanwhile 1 was now on
xecutive of the LR.A. | wa

another at Brocdere he SPerrins anc {

ted a lot of time running to and fron
I'hat 1s how I came to be in the Four Courts in June, 1922

ise I would not have been there
news of the Trealy came in December. [ felt that

was what
us had expected; that the middle-class was get

ting all they
namely the transfer of patronage from Dublin Castle to an
ish Parliament. The mere control of patronage did not secem to me 2
ent reason for the struggle we had been through

requisition brought to me by Sam O'Flaherty, calling the
together for the General Army (

[ therefore

onvention of 26th
'hat was banned by Arthur Griffith, but it was held
However, one must remember tl it the main Opposiion
State within our ranks came from ver
nous men, like Kilrov., Tom Maeuire

50 on. Allthey stood for w AS that they

ited men,
Pilkington, Liam

v would not acee pt the




Freaty; they had no altemative programme. They were the stuff that

martyrs are made of, but not revolutionaries. and martvrdom should
be avoided. We had a pretty barren mind socially; manv on the
Republican side were g t change. Had we won. [ would JE'L’IL.".' that
the end results nignt not na een much Irerent from what one SEES
today. The city-minded Sinn Feiner was darkly suspicious of the wild
men on the land. 7 ere t for any talk about breaking down
estate walls. 5 all, win the war, they said; Bear in mind that the

EVes of the world are Hpon us, a peopie fighime fo pure tdeals, Purg
ideals were used as a mas} ind a blinkers to direct the movement away
"

irom revolution. After the Treatv. had we <o 1ked up all the leaderle

people then awaiting our bidding, we could have chanee e whole
sSocial structure to accommodate them. The !x:mwr-:.'wulu,,xil}v.m\-n;il
a movement, would have been the ur yan working class: though anvone
who wishes to think in terms of realitvin [reland today, must |

struggle upon a worker/small farmer movement. The paradox is

the Irish Labour Party today would support the big farmer because he
gives employment, against the small farmer who must depend upon

the resources within his own family

NTER ATTACK

Fo my mind, Liam Lynch and Rory O'Connor w cre unsuitable for
the decisions now thrust 1 pon them. Lynch was a verv cood person
but he did not have a revolutionary mind. He could not descend fron
the high ground of the Republic to the level of politics, The talk that
emanated from the second convention in June was a VETY clever tactic
that suited Free State thinking perfectly getting some of the LR, A
plotting an attack upon the British. while the | > State continued 1o
consohdate: militarily stup politically disastrous. As he travelled
south, while the Four Courts attack was in progress, his only messave
to us was that he wasnot thinking of war. but of peace. | had hoped that
this attack upon us would serve as an anvil, agamnst which the country
would rea: up a 1d smash the chair around us. They would have too if

they had been organised and led properly. The Tipperary men

occupied Blessington but were then ordered back by Osear I'raynor

He was only O.C. Dublin. and was not empowered to do that. Paddy
Daly, who led the attack on the Four Courts, told me that he had not
the slightest hope that he could reach it, had he been opposed. Instead
we made soldiers of the ee State Army by putting up a show of fight
while retre ting aw: ) l I'hat gave them confidence, ang
added immensels he numbers of youngsters, including demobb
English, who now joined

’i.”\{" OY'Brien was O.( n the Four Courts, a very promusing lad. It
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and that was their undoing, because he walked straight across the

camp, on his first day there, and crawled out under a few convenient

loose loops of barbed wire on the other side, the blind side. when no

one happened to be looking. Barry was like that, like lightning. If he

saw a chance, he took 1it, Who was it said the Staters had not yet
learned to make barbed wire entanglements properly? More and more
prisoners came trooping in as the v swent by, The four wings of the
prison were given 1o us, A wing. B, C a all radiating from the
granmite-flagged Circle, where the triangle of Brendan Behan's song

'he Ould Trnangle™ still hangs. Anyone who has been in the J )y
knows the military simplicity of its layout. A warder standing in the
Circle can see to the furthermost end of all the wings.

Paudeen O'Keeffe, formerly Secretary of Sinn Fein, was now the
Deputy Governor, under the recently appointed Phil Cosgrave
wayward brother of the new stat e Minister. A tubby, little man
in a Free State captain’s uniform, he was more a figure of fun for most
of us than one that we could take ‘.l'llﬂ!!\l')' Flashes of erude humour
alternated with curses and epithets, from him. One night, after g
count, when we had presented two prisoners whom heretofore we had
kept hidden, he roached the six-foot., two-inch Andy Cooney, out
0.C., and shrieked: Jasus, Cooney, which of ye had twins?

[t was his task to rouse Rory O'Connor, Liam Mellows, Dick Barrett
and Joe McKelvey on the morning of t 1 December, and inform
them that they were about be executed as another batch in a long

line of hostages, now being slain as reprisals up and down the State. I

cannot have been a task he relished. even for one

like him sold body

and soul to the Free State. It was the first experience in his prison of

reprisal execution. The executions were decided upon by the Free
State Cabinet on the afternoon of the 7th December, following the
shooting of a D4il member, Sean Hales, and the wounding of another,
Padraic O Miille, as a solemn warning to those engaged in the
conspiracy of

e ill,‘!{' In The Gates Flew (pen. my account of these times, | sayIn the

assassination against the representatives of the Irish

introduction that 1 have been tempted (o include the account by o
who was present at the Cabinet Meeting, which set out what passed
there from the first stunned silence that met the proposal that Dick
Barrett, Joe McKelvey, Liam Mellows and Rory O'Connor be shot
through the tough resistance of certain Ministers., down 1o the final
s1le :'L';' that let the proposal through. Few among those who werc
senior officers in the I.R.A. at the ume. | added would go wrong in
naming who made the proposal, but I doubted very much if anyone
among them would be right, even hift

e
first voice in support of it. You no
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He was a Belfast m
Of enormous streneth and
e. He was an unyielding opponent. but not a d INgerous
: y hatred. He was predestined to be
ment that failed. for he would not

iround these davs th 1t The ( radfly

of Italian revolution with a ghastly

such a deep impression on McKelvey
commented t and expressed the hope that if ever he
had to face the firing party ‘ ng would be more efficiently carried

out than in the case of the Gadfly. At the end of a talk I h I with him
that evening we had heard of the shooting in Dublin that day
though for us it was just like any other dav in jail he rolled over and
leanine from his b i, ed ug e copy of Gadfly from the pile that

reside him, ( ey don’t mess up any.of our lads this w
remarked

remember tha

S 1O get iime

s€¢ of doom, Why should there be?

loy five months and could not
A tunnel was approaching us
Crlengarniff Parade. and we were all yed up for that
We expected a rod to pop up in the exércise yi
was, intellectually speaking.
From .‘/’4'."{/[.',"“‘ ind alth

social policy, they showed that the elimmerings of
Connolly was at last present . No, that

proceeded as alw: [ played two rubbers of bridee witl

MacMahon and A ly Cooney. We had ne clearete

them shared sho About eight o'clock | went into g
debate Women i Industry /'""l.’r."J Fav tor 1'.:,‘/.\1,' Work: therc
were about twelve present. Noth ng memorable was said. I looked up
and saw Barrett at the top landing. He was leaning and looking a
out like a countryman gazing off upon « weét day, or in the shade of a
line summer’s even \S | passed Mellows” door. I told him a

and Jeff joke. He ¢l led as he related it to MceKelvey

'hey were not shot until after eight thirty in the morning. A ‘haplain

vas working upon Mellows to obtain his contrition. befort giving him
absolution. I always associate that sort of annovance with the forciblk

teeding that killed Thomas Ashe. Shortly after tha they were led out

SR FL )
xecution. Aflter that first volley, they listened in silence. Thes
counted mine single shots.(4) McKelvéy had time to remember the

Cradfly. Yea Her, winen 1 was tagain, Isaid to Paudeen O'Keeffe

I'he girls in the wome part of Mountjov had been told to expect an
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time. he had he d us'write the Democratic Programme of the First

Dail, but that was four years and a bit ago. These davs he h 1d copper

| the Staters with his last bob on the State speech that we
mcitement to further executions. Leaning

TOrw |'|E ¢ { CCHNEZ OL1 4 2love as -'l "iw! vO) \I'( '-‘.l;l~l‘;‘l';'4] & /1’{:‘ d 1o

tell you, | lohnston, that you will be shot if Peadar ' Donnell is
murdered in Finner. 1 live ) te e tale, but who knows?

i tages being held from Drumboe to

tween hostages and @ 10NS ave no doubt that it

1elped snuff out the Civil War. What will for fighting th

Republicans, was broken by the ironclad authority o
What resistance wa it, we nearly broke ourselve

5101
> was ordered on to it, but then no
irted on October 10th in Mountjoy

ton for forty one day
iea abroad th ifter ten or
twelve neer 18 dulleg do not think that isso. 1 was hungrs
for thirty davys, a wven atter Gl { irst day, when it was called ofi

you should have scen me let d e first egg flip

trike, | was obsessed with the desire t

SCat eSe 1 the 16th N ( 1924, from the Curragh. It was

en months af he Civil en months after the “Dump Arms’

Vilitary victory must be allowed to rest for the moment with those who

J
wave daestroyed the Republic, as De Valera said. His tactic was in effect

y

dump the arms and go home, like the youngsters did after Vinegar Hill

ind let them do their damnedest. And that is exactly what the LR.A
lid. There Ver an el that struggle. It may be said I was due
|

Of knew | could go tomorrow I would

| 'was then starioned at Harepark camp on the Curragh, the dregs of

the /!\"'I.’.'.'A""i.'l the hard core, th taters would have called us

ew hundred of tl I il eleven thousand they had moppet

A

Anvway. ab hat escape; I left my hut about three o'clock. wearing

Dr. Comer's wn boots, Ned Bofin's brown leggings anda ¢

coat and peaked cap \ ,-'.."'wv'}'llwxw;‘,.m-:».,:nlrv;c-. were flune

open, The first set ane 1 Hhe Seco! ncaded off in the dark to the

south
A\

¥

the ratters of Tony

Voods' houst ‘ rehampton Road. when police came across

the roots, searching for Free State Army mutineers. [t was a chanee for

hem to be hunted
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was a tax directly favourable to Britain. If vou

0 resist this, you could drag the Free State Army

Into warlare against the people, and they would be bound to lose. But |
could not get our Armv Executive to take part. though I used An
Moss Twomey was closer to me than any Of the

Phoblacht vigorously
rural men. The thing that held him back was that he was g great
organiser, and the unity of the organisation was all in':gw»!l;m! 1o him
‘\1_\‘u||i\ constant support on these issues was from George Gilmore
Fianna Fail did not openly support us eithe untl much later. Sean
Lemass said to me at the bottom of Grafton Street: Don't vou see that
we stand to gain from vour oreanisation SO long as we cannot be accused
of starting the turmoil. Wher eventually De Valera was dragged on to
our platform in Ennis in 31, 1 was immensely pleased. | was elad to
let Fianna Fail take control of it. It was quite clear to me that. in the
absence of I.R.A. support, our small minority would be ¢ rucified. But
I was conscious that I was handi g away a trump card
| realised when Fianna Fail came to power in 1932 that the L.R.A

4

had no meaning as an armed force. They could offer so many

concessions to the Republican viewpoint that it was bound to blur the
issues that still divided us. But it would einforce more than ever my
early belief that a covernment was permitted in Dublin only so long as
it remained a bailiff for the ¢ v

In the wtumn of Y31, 1 A under Cosgrave pressures.
Considered agam an appeal to arms. It was clear to me after the victory
of Fianna Fail in February. 1932 that anvsuch action would have been

misunderstood. We. therefore. supported Fianna Fail in 1932 and

1933, but from separate platforms. I now resolved that the structure of
the L.R.A e d 50 that we could mobilise all the forces for
independence hat was mspiration 1n founding Republic:

Congress. To your question about the split which occurred in ( Ongress
in Rathmines in september, 1934, on the Workers I-Ir'ptl'x-h‘ 1ssue., |
think now that I made a mistake. I realised that as an objective, it was a
wrong slogan, but I think I should have let them have their way
support could have been obrained from the grass roots. The
backwardness of the British 1 ide Union movement. then and now

hasa lot to do with the situation in Ireland. Somewhere out the road of

the future, the English Monarchy will 20 in the eventual revolution of
Britain. With it, will go the feudal structure of North East Ulster, and

» unity of the cous wil b€ attamed. [tisanillusion t ) Suppose that

you can have a peaceful society under the capitalist order just by
improving social fare — that is nonsenge Until that is realised
there can be no hope of a revolution here. If. however. anv of the West
European powers, France or Germany, went communist. it conld pull

down the whole structure ere. From each \41L-(~,,,r(.n"u”: to his ability,
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A

My family hail from Rathdrum in Co. Wicklow, My father. James
Comerford, was co-owner with his brother, Owen. of Comerford's
Mills, upon which the present day grain stores are sited. There was no
politics in our home, absolutely none. My mother was 4an Esmonde
from Wextord. Her father was a V.C. in the British Army. an honous
received from the Crimean War of 1854, When he returned to Ireland
a niche was made for him in the Royal Irish Constabulary. and shortly
after that he was promoted Deputy Chief Inspector. Much of his time
thereafter was spent in Belfast, which perhaps accounts for my interest
in that city. The riots and pogroms which have been a constant feature
of warfare against Catholics there were only then beginning My
grandfather, being a Catholic, was accused by bigoted Orange leaders
of having secret Fenian sympathies. His family were members of a
branch of the Esmondes, a minor tier of the Anglo Irish Catholic
anstocracy of those days. I did not agree with their politics, and [ was
delighted when we beat them much later in Sinn Fein

I'he Comerfords came originally from Ballinakill in Laois. There isa
Y8 monument there. the top name upon which is a Comerford. QOur
people moved from there, more than a hundred and fifty years ago, to
Rathdrum where they built a mill upon the Avonmore. They opened
another mill further up the same river at Laragh; in those days, with
horse-drawn transport, mills had to be conveniently located. They
were extremely sucee \~.f‘l|| :"»lll]\”r'l.l'. a very hine l'-.'\ldf.‘ll\u, mhl limhng
time even to invent more advanced milling machinery, the rights of
which they sold. The invention, | was told, was concerned with
balancing the great stones used in the grinding process. 1 have put
material about these inventions in the National Librarv.

Parnell was a contemporary to within a vear or 0 of my father. They
were personal friends. He used to drop into the mill and would EXpress
envy at how engrossed they were in their work, and how removed their
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world was from the hurly burly of political affair: Parnell had come
down from Cambridge. He was a captain of the local cricket team on
which my father played. He could be a ditficult and dictatorial captain
I'hat was before he entered i"u“fi\'-. The mell residence al
Avondale adjoins Rathdrum. It was always a pleasant walk on a
Sunday, for people to stroll there from the village. up the long
lined avenue, hoping to catch a glimpse of Parne

With the quickening tempo of industrial adyance that now began
mv father’s affairs did not prosper. The European roller grinding
method came in. followed by the introduction of bleaching agents for
whitening the flour. My father disapproved strangly of this process and
refused touse it. Meanwhile our Rathdrum mill was burned. Insurance
VAS rarein those ‘Ll't\»!”‘.i he did not lliz\;’;‘l.} ['his slide into rex s1010
commenced about the time that he married in the nineties

century. The result was that when I was born in 1893, | came inlo a

home that had already slipped below the high tide of prosperity

UAL CAREER
died when [ was sixteen, leaving four children, three of
er than 1. He had been a partner only in the mill, and had
issets. My mother had to go to law to obtain her share; the
realised in the end being ‘)ri!y four thousand pounds. When
as alive. she had half of that, a comfortable sum then, for her
sekeeping. I was the refore the first of the Esmondes to be
t. when I grew up, I would have to go and earn my own living,
hat she had in mind was a brilliant secretanal career, with somebody
where | would have an' opportumity of meeting very
It was very advanced thinking for those times

f Ireland for a few
ars. She knew many people. Around the year 1911 therefore, 1 was
nacked off to London to the recently opened school of a Miss
Gradwell. This lady came from Co. Meath, She was a black, bitter
Protestant. For shorthand dictation, she read out to the class excerpts
from the speeches of Sir Edward Carson, who was then roundly
attacking the Liberal Government’s policy of granting Home Rule to
Ireland Ai'i"n:l'm'!y that I, being a Catholic, must disagree with these,
would turn on me and in a fury ask: What have vou to say to that?
Rut [ would have nothing tosay. | was quite ignorant of politics. Father
had never spoken of Parnell, and everything of that time, Home Rule

Sinn Fein. the Gaelic League, had passed me by
4

Miss Gradwell's constant pradding however ed me. | resolved

to read something of Insh history. 1 wen he best bookshop in

| ondon and bought a whole 1ot of volumes. I have them still — Lecky’s
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History, T D. Sullivan’s “Story of Ireland 1 wonderful book by Paul
Dubois; and others. | stayed in a ladics’ club in Fccles Plice. Ihey

an extraordinary lot there e conversation was forever
centering upon table-turning and spiritualism. One of these ladies
asked me once if I would mind posing for her in the nude. Another
sought to read y hand, but stopped immediately, 1 is the most
unlucky hand 1 have seen in a lifetime, she declared. As a result, [ was

dr

iven to take refuge in my room. in my books. 1 read them during
cvery spare moment that [ had. I had my bicycle with me. T would cvele
along Park Lane and gaze at the preat mansions, many of them Bui

with the proceeds of Irish rents | resolved to leave l.ond:

over the idea of becomi 12 @ secretary there, and return to Ireland. It

was spontaneous combustion: | was feeling more deeply about
national things; I had no one to influence me save my books

My uncle, T. L. Esmonde, was a founder of the Wexford meat
industry. He was drowned later on the mailboat Leinster when it was
torpedoed on October 10th 1918. We lived in his house. supported by
him | suppose. My mother had not much money. It was the heyday of
Horace Plunkett's co-operative movement, and of the United
[rishwomen, forerunners of the Irish Countrywomen's Asson wation. |
oot heavily involved with both of these

'here was far less dividing Plunkett and the nationalist movement
James Connolly and the cultural revival, than one imagines. Connolly
wrote much of co-operation, and Plunkett advised his followers to join
the Gaelic League. My uncle was keen on Plunkett. [ still have copy
of his littl pamphlet Nobless Oblige, which advised the landlords and
the big landowners to promote co-operation. He wq pleading with
them to put their knowledee at the disposal of the new rural land
owning community, now fast growing up. How deeply Imperial
Plunkett could be. cam it afterwards, when he established his
league for promoting Dominion Home Rule, and later still when he
supported the Free State. He was however, with LLord Midleton, Lord
Monteagle, Stephen Gwynn and others, a consistent opponent of the
partition of Ireland. He knew it would emascula
the South, leaving them a dwindling and dying «
has done. At that time there was one-third the number of Protestants
in the South as there are in the North. In many parts of rural Ireland., i
Cork, the Midlands, Dublin, as well as the Ulster counties, there werc

thriving communities with a full church on Sundays. Not so today.

SUPPORTERS OF REDMOND
social hfe in rural Wexford was very limited at that tme. Dancing

was lrowned upon by the clergy, though they were nuch more lement
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| had wanted to see Dublin again. Easter was approaching. |
arranged therefore to spend the holidays with a cousin of mv mother
Maud Mansfield, who lived alone in 2 big house in Rathgar. She was
crippled with arthritis and could do only lieht housework A daily maid
visited her. | was invited out on Faster Monday to other cousins who
lived in Blackrock. About ten o’clock on that mornine. I left the house
in Rathgar and rravelled on the tram city-wards. intendine to catch the
Blackrock tram at Nassau Street. Near the top of Grafton Street I saw
Volunteers and soldiers of the Citizen Army marching up. They were
followed by officers on a side car hey were the party, whom I later
learned, occupied Stephens Green and the ( ollege of Surgeons under
Michacl Mallin and Countess Markieviez. Of course [ had o inkling of
what was going to happen. Volunteer parades were frequent enough.
[t was a bright cheery day with people moving about in their springtime
"'l, 5t

| continued on my way. | gol my tram to Blackrock. where | had
lunch with the family. When | emerged to return at about three
o clock, I found people all gathered in knots,

[ did not know my way about Dublin. 1 could returt nly the way
that | had come. This would not bring me across the centre of the city
but it would convey me close to it. The streets of Dublin are running

ith blood, | heard some say. Evervone was bemng a neighbour to
everyone cise; some were tipsy, When they heard where 1 lived. they
told me, oh you can't go home that way, and directed me through
ol

walked back that way, right into Lower Mount Street. and al ng

Clonskeagh. But I kne mly the way the tram had brought me

Merrion Square to Grafton Street
Mount Street that day was quiet. The posts outlying from Bolands
that were later 1 scene of such bloody activity, had not heen

-)a';‘w;q‘,-.l Pe \'!!" WET ‘v'.;lh]il@ around doors on the south i the

street. A soldier was moving cautiously along the other side: they

shouted to him, you will be shor, although I don't think there was much
danger
At Trinity railings. I ¢ I hear shooting as [ moved along. At the

bottom of Grafton Street eaded up that street.

people still about, At the corner of Wicklow Street, they were glued

Lhere were plenty of
against the wall, peeping outl, up and down the street. | came to
S!\‘P!L'H'w Green [here was a barricade below the Collepe
Surgeons. The Volunteers were inside the '.Ivl']l}:\‘ I made mq
along the North. East and the South sides of the Green. as
from the College as possible

| was becoming more and more curious. When [ came

round to the bottom of Harcourt Street, | went over and s
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s a young fellow. He told me guite a lot about it, He

intess Markievicz was inside. Now | knew a certain

history, though I had always been taught that a

cllion against England was impossible. When however

y of an Irish Republic flying fi h st time on the

eons, and you spoke to a young Volunteer of your own

san to seem quite different. Hesaird, would | ke tocome in? |

f my poor old cousin, so 1 said weakly, No,; but I will be back
"::'/;r.':v;"

t a side car at the top of Harcourt Street and went home from

. ach morning after that, | made Mass the excuse for getting

ut agamn. | made my way once more towards the centre. At Harcourt

Street I saw whert Margaret Skinnider had been wounded. 1 bu ,;:.;-“

in old cousin of mine in a doorway there. She was one of the

ve our standard of

Plunkett and Thomas

ormous derail

WOrK [hey

wept openly for them. Goodbye forever I

and I had never known them. I was lapping up all this
} }
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iy expenience. I never met her again

ontinued cautiously around the Green. | saw soldiers bring

gun into the Shelbourne Hotel. There was a dead harse O1
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Without thinking, I chirped up, Oh my mother will do thut. Thev all
looked at me; If she would, it will be splendid. She was liv ing thenin my
uncle’shome in | nmscorthy, where she had absolutely nothing to do. 1
sent her a telegram: Come at once. She thought something frightful
had happened to me. She arrived by the next train in a state of agitation,

She was quite happy when she saw | was alright. You are to be Michael

Collins’ aunt for a but, 1 said simply. She was so relieved that she did not
mind. The arrangement lasted only a few weeks. She had been lady
captain of Greystones Golf Club and had a number of tennis « ups, so
perhaps she was not the best person as she was really quite well known,

As regards popular support for our objectives. my experience was
that it was total. | remember going up Grafton Street on my bicycle
with a load of guns w ed in sacking on the carrier. The load began
to shift sideways § having ditficulty so I hopped off <'\r.:.~.:l-|H'~7|'1‘;
a horse jumped from his cart and came over, leaving the horse to walk
on. He fixed up my bike and sent me on my wav. He must have known
what I was carrying.

My first engagement for asa flagday
I was told to go to William Street. It was a Sundav. and I should have
gone to North William Street, ere the church is, but I went to South
William Street. It i ery frequented place. | spent the morning
however getting | &) , proved to be quite easy
Then someone said; / mae are not down in the city ]‘514"“ are all
being arrested. | went to the comer of Grafton Stre and Nassau Street

where there was a small crowd and none of our collectors. Thev had

been arrested. The people rushed over with money and filled my box

A\ policeman appeared. From over my shoulder I saw him make for

me. | started to run. [t was not easy. | was ina hobble skirt. A boy with
-

v miulk dray appeared beside me. Hold on! he shouted. 1 did. and while

the crowd obstructed the policeman, I pot away, There had been about
y

twenty girls arrested that day, They changed their clothing among

themselves so that they were unidentifiable in court. It made a joke of

the whole procedurs

I'his period coingide i the world-wide change following the wat
from abundance to slump. The price of cattle fell drastically. There
was hunger among thousands ol unemploved and 'Ii:'lll\],']“: ;.L»\,'“](.
|'homas Johnston IPProac hed De Valera on this following his return in
December 1920, Johnston’s idea was that if farmers loaned the land
then voluntary labour would grow the additional crops. Perhaps it was
Utopian. De Valera however felt the time was not ripe for the schemes
put torward by Johnston. We do not wanta class-war, he said. [ was not
myself in favour of seizing land in the middle of a struggle, 1f we |
done so, where would such petty greed mnded?

I'he Government of Ireland Act, which partitioned Irels
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b ing kept upon them. The revolution up to then had been a kid
affair

['he election in the South resulted in fifty new Sinn
Collins got his picked Volunteer officers and I.R.B
torward. The one hundred and twenty-four TD's of the * artition
Election” diluted the seventv-three elected in 1918 Chey supported
him and later helped to soften up the Dail on the Treaty

My feelings during the Treaty debates were quite different from
what | reasoned out afterwards agam swallowed evervthing De
Valera said. I was completel osed to his Document No. 2. though
[ still believed in him, s at all the debates. This day Cathal Brugha
made a speech supporting Document No. 2. | listened attentively for
:‘1'\‘ "rll‘kk under oreat strain, It s still ¢lear in my memory. When we
came out from the chamber in Earlsfort Terrace. | met him in the
passage. It had taken a great effort for him to make such a speech. |
was unable to congratulate him or say anything he may have expected
to hear. His lips were blue; I remember now how blue they appeared as
he held himseld tenscly.

De Valera had led them on with his ( ‘uban speech to the brink of
compromis¢. Thereisa remark of his in the debates to this effect: If no
one else had done this, I would have done it. This accentuated the
distrust between them. Especially from men like Kevin O’Higgins,
because the Treaty s knew that De Valera wanted mly a favourable

opportunity in order to jettison the Republi

COUNTER REVOLUTION

Liam Mellows as a TD attended Dail meetings from the Four Courts
up to the time of its dissolution at the end of May. 1922. So too did
Harry Boland, although he was not part of the occupation force in the
Four Courts. So did many other Republican TD's. This ambivalent
situation is rarely touched upon in the history books. The Collins/I )¢
Valera election pact was s d by them on May 20th. It was greeted
with relief by all of us. Everything looked brighter after that. A
commttee under Mrs. Tom( ke had been working hard to bring t}
two sides together. Now, with the Pact, friendlv exchanges of arms
gomg on between Free Staters and Republicans the Free Staters
being fully aware that these were destined for the North and a
between the rival armics which had reached the point of

cCk

conference
agreement. it seemed certain that there would be agreement. It was at

this point that Griffith cut across everything with his proposal for a

general election, which would also be, tfect, a vote on the

constitution, This renewed the tension as D ra had proposed in

April that no election should be held until six months had passed. But
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Al the surrender on the Friday afternoon, | wheeled out my bike
mounted it and rode away. Nobody stopped me. I cycled the short
' of street, through the North Lotts, crossed O’Connell Street
well down from the fighting that was still going on there. and entered
by a rere door of the Hamman Hotel, (or it may have been the
Granville next door). 1 was now in the same stronghold as Cathal
Brugha, our former Minister for Defence. He had helped to hold the
South Dublin Union against advancing British forces in Easter W

and had been so severely wounded there that he was not ex

survive. Now he was here. pallantly encouraging everyone., a
completely different man, a much more gentle person. passionless
despite the tumult of the conflict. De Valera, Stack and Traynor v
also there. As the nettightened around us, they withdrew. as did most
of the other garrisons. There was no point in remaining just to make a
bigger bag of prisoners for the Free Staters. By the following
Wednesday there were sixteen only remaining with Brugha, of w':m”i
three were girls. I left the day before. Of the three who remained, one
was Linda Kearns, and the other was Cathleen Barry, sister of Kevin
Barry while the third was Mary MacSwiney. The building was shelled
through and enveloped in flames. It was time for all of us to leave or
surrender. Once again [ quietly leaked away. I rode off through the
smoke and the ruined buildings on my bicycle. | had stayed almost to
the end, and 1 had cheated the enemy.

(Dorothy Macardie says:(4) At last, Cathal Brugha called them
together. He ordered them to surrender before the blazing walls
should fall The surrendered men stood in a lane behind the hotel
which was crowded with soldiers and men of the Fire Brigade; they
waitted anxiously asking one another, Where is Cathal Brugha?

Suddenly they saw him in the doorway, a small, smoke-blackened
figure. a revolver ineach h ind raised against the levelled rifles of the
troops. Enemies and friends cried out Surrender! but shouting No!
Brugha darted forward, firing, and fell amid a volley of shots
l);«bu'.u; wounds had been added to the fourteen scars of Easter
1916). They could have taken him prisoner. To my mind his Killing was
murder

| was tired. tired. tired, and broken-hearted. | went down the
country. far away from Dublin. All I wanted to do was rest. But as s
often happens one becomes quickly restiess again [he struggle was
still on. There was '75"')':!1\,' still in Dublin. There was much work that |

could do

COLLAPSH
I'he meeting at Rosegreen in South Tipperary had shown me that
jt

there was no unified operations plan for the whole of Ireland. No

. !
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IMPRISONMENT
1S involved, along with Paddv McGra
osgrave, the Prime Minister. McGrath
know, was executed along with Tom Harte in September
eighteen years later, still fighting the Free State. At this time tl
already executed many of our volunteers, some with the form
courtmartial, others out of hand. The 1.LR. A planned to take ( osgrave
and hold him until a *‘f undertaking would be given. We had
been promised 4 safe house for the purpose; we set out this night to
inspect it.
Out at Loughlinstown, our car, Cupid. stopped. We could |
FOINE aLAal o0 abandon it. We { ¢d down a taxi. It was filled
already. One of the people in it was Mrs ck Muleahy. or Min Ry
as she had been. She recognised me, although she did not pret
know me. It was a crowded and I had no idea she was inside. They
saild they were going somewhere else; vou know, palite excuses. But at
the first pe ¢ post she came 1o, she informed about us. | had returned
to Dublin to obtain another car. Paddy was arrested where | had left
him. When | retumns here I was arrested too. | was brought to
Mountjoy., w» : nned Sheta Humphreys and many other girls
Sheila was 1mj d following Ernie’s capture in November. We
were defiant. We went on hunger strike, They were worried then as no
girl had bee n hunger strike.
mle I was in Mountjoy, a Free State soldier fired at me and shot
¢ leg. I had been waving at other women prisoners and that was
I was transterred to the North Dublin
place, which was then being used as a
ere, because the S rs had not y
d wire entanglements, They had mounds
of the Union, but they also had wire
which ena | one to ¢limb over the
op of the wall. A number of others
One was Kay Brady of Leeson Street. a

followed
ily, who later married Dr. Andy Cooney

member « :
Another was Anna Fizsimons, who later married artist Frank Kelly
one of the men who De Valera from Lincoln Jail. She
was afterwards Anna Kelly of The [rish 58, She had been a Sinn
Harcourt Street 1 had

Fein secretary in the heade 2
inor to the meeting of the First

prepared most of the notes
lat in Nassau

iree for only a montl i
| was spotted; it mayv ha

Cranville. Going out one
slouching country walk airrested r inyway
they made no mistake. I w brought to Kilmainham Jail
retused to cat there

When one has done notl eaImst one s country, it i

it, | said, until I was set a




MAIRE COMERFORD

arried out, alter twenty-seven
days. I was brougl Synge Street, to the Nursing Home of Peadar

O'Donnell’s sister-in-law, Josephine O'Donell

"AMPAIGN
'3 election was announced some weeks after that
« in jail, about eleven thousand
1ad no machine to fight it. The Free State was riding high
of winnine. The organisation gave me a motor bike |
le of Cork to organise for Sinn Fein

was a herculean task, Only one of our TD’s in Co it

Daithi Ceannt.(8) He lived in the wilds of East Ci and survived onhy

by staying out of sight, 1 had the greatest difhiculty making contact with

he motor bike s unable to reach Castl nbere in the far

of the high wind. Nearly all of our thirty-six TD’s that
n on the run. De Valera appeared once on a
It was fired on by the Free State troops, and he was
ed myself in Fe noy and b w‘:',‘_?'.! 1O COrs
Cosgrave ummg 1y dit d th
v came along in the middie of the nigh W are
told. { have nowhere to go at this time, 1 saxd. You have io
We will bring vou to any of your friends U wish
[ do not wani that. [ do not want my friends betraved. Without
ey evicted me from the jail; they brought
{otel and paid there for my bed and breakfast
financial deposits required, a hundred ids  for
had to be collected secretly | held in a sale ’.l \ce or the
Staters would have scized them as illegal funds. Mary Elliot brought
to Cork and Kerry, hundreds of pounds from Dublin
d been lodeed in a bank under a private nami
was mass mtimmdation too on election dav. Dozens of
nming polling booths were arrested and lodged in some
|l they have in Cork. I cannot quite remember where it
all shouting down to them street
ympletely unmanned and there was no ond
heless, despite this ange exercise i democr:
Sinn Fein did well election. Our seal vent up from
the 1922 “*Pact" election to forty-four in this fi

yn of 1923, 1 was thrilled and felt gratefu

FOR AMERICA
greal hunger-strike started
| 1n \.]u(,!lll"\, ind quickly sSpre
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[ must have voted; it came up at an Ard Fheis, held at No. 16 Parnell
Square. We were forbidden to vote now in Free State elections, so |
was drummed out

| joined the Irish Press in 1935 Anna Kelly was there as woman

litor. She was a great person and a sound Republican. She wanted to
get another post in the paper, 5o she put me in her place. But it was
hard work. So little money was allowed, only £10 a week to contn
butors to pay for a whole page; six pages if one counts the days of the
week and only ten pounds for all of that. | was working so hard then, |

even now. to think about it, | got this house, which 1 was

paying for. I put my mother in it. I had five pounds and fifteen shil-

lings weekly to do that, as well as to help to pay off the debts 1 had
wecumulated in my bad period on Mount St. Benedict. Although I had
en out of touch for nine vears, | received letters from both Mick
Frank Ryan. These dealt with orgamisational matters, Frank
ctive person. | nearly went to Spain with him, though

ave been so sillv as we had quite enough to do at home
In 193 [ was asked to oversee what was being published in the
I.R.A. War News. Of course, in the circumstances, I rarely saw it until
it hit the streets. There was much in it that I disapproved of, but I put it
down to the relative inexperience of the people doing it. There was a

irl in the group. She had a green sports car. She was so careless with

that car, which was well known, as there were so few Republican cars

that time. As the war progres and as prisoners and executions
ted again in 1941/1942, | acted on a rehef committee with
om Clarke. She was Lord Mavor, and a Daly from Limerick
d everything she could
for the present day, | would love to find common denominators
social programme. I refuse to accept a programme which would
exclude sections of the people from participation, I would make
bloodless revolution casy and feasible for the general body of people,
who need to be converted to it. There should be a code for children
which would give all children a real stake in the country. A quarter of
our children live in poverty. Put all our educational resources at thei
disposal; give them responsibility when it 1s thrust upon them. Give all
of them a fair start in life. It would have to be a diverse training, in
crafts, in farming or in clerical work, according to their talents. People
who have come through life and experienced the heavy load of debt
which may be incurred during what should be our best years are
inxious to shield their children from such an experience. I do not see
whv. in an island of great potential wealth, many of our children should

be born into poverty and an unending strugele.(15)
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Swift

Trade Union Leader

and Pac f,’;“!

My father was a Pamnellite. He was in business in Dundalk where he
had a bakery in partnership with another man; the bakery was known
as Swift & Cooper. Atan early age [ learned something about the trade
in a very unorthodox way. I used to steal unfinished buns from the
confectionery bakery, put some icing on them and sell them at school. |
was at the Christian Brothers which was attended mainly by the
children of other shopkeepers — the De La Salle in the town was for
the poorer children — and they would bring in things that they had
stolen from their parents. The result was a real live black market in the
school. Unfortunately the foreman baker discovered my little
skullduggery. He therefore gave me tasks to do in the bakery, and in
that way I learned the trade, My mother did not have much interest in
politics although her father and all of the family were good
nationalists. In my young days there were some very exciting elections
in Dundalk. I recall one in 1910, when Hazelton, a local candidate
dislodged Tim Healy. They took an action for a recount, on the score
that the difference wasa small one, and this had been brought about by
large scale impersonation for Hazelton. Healy and William O'Brien
you will recall, had broken away from Redmond's Irish Party and
formed an All for Ireland League. Anyway they succeeded in toppling
Hazelton and regaining the seat

Both sides were still raking over the Parnellite embers whenever it
suited them, as a means of having a dig at a person or gaimng clerical
support. It was common enough for priests to appear on the Healy
platform and to have to listen to them denouncing Hazelton on

‘tarian grounds

CAREER
C

[ had left the Christian Brothers school and had taken up work as a
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was that the Nere » to [lood outlving (m‘.\I'.x_A,l.’:,\‘.lz;"‘.‘
extended witi ir bread. They sent it (O Dublin
undercut the local hakeries. We had two bakeries. a bread

4 confectionery bakery, on the ¢ site in Clanbrassil

e main street in Dundalk, However, my father
were conservative; they had a great pr
thie

strongly opposed on financial grounds to i

machinerv. The result was that they could not

t at that time for a failed businessman and his family
rto seek oblivion in Dublin. We arrived in Dublinin
vear before the great lockout y 1o that time I had been
{ such things, but [ soon learne yut them. We were very
the cheapest

Street. There

the house of course vas a three storey house,

n

1ad no choice but to seek accommeodation 1
Id find. a tenement house in Clanbrassil

r families in
since demolished. In circumstances like tha
i the role of James Larkin. Here was a man, a great

t vou were bound soon

4 man of enormous physique; [ was soon attracted to

[ used to follow him around just to listen to him. In that

s meetings
I must say e were

I got mvy labour education,
eceiving food parcels in our house - » the parcels made up by
the trade unions m I H‘r;l_m-| and sent to Dublin to alleviate the
suffering. Thev did not like Larkin’s militancy but they a sisted the
strikers in many other ways. Vincent de Paul distributed food
yvouchers. Sometimes we would have a competiion i our NOULE 1O SCC
ho could get in any one week. both a parcel and a vouche
ready working, [ went to serve my time at a small bakery
A

ths. in Thomas Street. It is long gone now. My fat

worked there as a casual baker, putting in a stint in other bakeries
whenever

akerv in Dundalk | was classified as an improver. There is no such
stage now. one is either an apprentice or a journeyman, the union

the opportunity offered. Because of my early schooling in

havine succeeded in abolishing the intermediate stage

[ had entered Galbraiths in 1913, Early in 1914, a few months after
thev were founded, a group of us from the kery joined the 3rd
Battalion of the Volunteers. 1 had actually been i onnell Street on
the night in November when they were set up 1t much of my life
wandering through the city streets lured by anv l"‘l.ltl;'.l:
tement there might be, Anyway we joined early in 1914 in York

It was mn a tenement house where so sOcIetn t may have
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been the Foresters » drill there at night with
imitation wooder
On at Larkfield in Kimmage, on lands
£ smce built over. De Valera w
> was unknown at this time.

d foreign looking

torm. The uniform of;

private consisted « nat breeches puttees, & jacket and a

peaked came to thirty shillings or

one pound fifty in todav’s money storus working class youths were

L

paymg tor ours at the rate of three pence per week, but there w

ft vere
ere who could afford to buy them outright
juartermaster in York Street, and. |
| tog enough to afford my uniform

basic accoutrements with which

i bandolier of real leather. which |

1S of Mary Street. a belt and a ¢

15. That was a big lot out

REDMOND Spi
De Valera
¢ un‘y|~l; {

arkfield in his uniform

;\m;\t-;q boo1s. on a

bicyele. Now you have ever seen a tall man in uniform on a bicvele. it
will strike strange, almost funny, but there was nothing funny
about Dev {e was 11001, rarely speaking to .
commands YOUrs ir ield drall \'\'k1""’:‘\('(“1-1:!:;:{\ form fours

York Street. B ¢ were bemng trained en masse a
I'he commands were ; 1 Ansh. On Sundays, we used to g0 on route
marches, up by Dunds ., Ballinteer and Ticknock. We alwavs s

n these marches, the Irish songs of 98, Davis' Clares Dragoons. T
West's Awake, and
olunteers mainly because | was interested
cal culture. The drnilling appealed t« . I soon found however
Was a growing sharmony within their ranks: it wa
course the Redmondites, by far the greater number. versus the
Feiners. The Redmondites. as rt of their tactics to persu
British Government to pass a Rule Bill (which they had
while postponing the operatic ntil war ende

of the Volunteers in the

British House of Commons on the 15th Septembe:

ifter war had started, when he 121t 15 their duty e young men of
[reland and shouwld be their honour, to take their place in the firing
line in this contest. On the 20th September he went further at Wooden-
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v Stron
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] 1N
eciate reactions in

» Redmondites; T was myse
North Louth

s of Sinn Fein iblished in |
- but were regarded as cating physical
liance and home industry. They had very little influence
wolitical areuments raged hot and gavy withun oui

Volunteers, whether we should support the war or stay

sortof a | t in Ireland, Before | could make

| metwithana Lavery
given *man in

[tthrew

rendered

in Meati
Dublin Union, in the hospital of the
| was in a state of rigout
{own on my health ben
cpileptic ward 00r patients
the people they had attending us
at working class

as | slowly gamed some sort of consiousness of
Here was a person returning to normality in a place with
ndows like a ;’*ri‘--‘-w surrounded by idiots. some of them
seizures, strugeling in their beds. vowling at night and
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al Union in 1915, and although conditions were good in Bewleys,
ried to encourage my workmates to join also. I did not succeed in
| I found myself sacked. The foreman was an Enghishman
drews, very hostile to the Union. The boss then was Ernest
xr of Victor and Alfred. He was not aware of my
- d had no part in sacking me. He ran the cafe and shop.

the running of the bakery to Andrews

WARTIME LONDON
| reported to the union. [ was put on the slate entithing me to
i benefit since | was regarded as victimised, This
utand get a day's work | and another day there.

It was called slate monev. However work was scarce at this time
I'here had been asevere winter in the early part of 1917, Dublin was

Hence there was not much tor me

mg. which was most days, 1 went along to
&F et to sign up. There 1 soon found that Britain was
Xercising a  policy economic conscription of the workless.

1

Unemployment was being artifically created inorder to farce people to

emigrate seeking work. She had introduced conscription in her own

L

ded

country in 1915. She therefore had a lot of workplaces that nec
if Irishmen were not prepared to go out and hght, then some

war work would be found for them. Unemployment was very
iffecting even the bakers, The union, 1n order to e¢ase s
iemployment problem, offered what it called, commutation grants to
ts voung members to emigrate. this way :h,.-j, hoped lo leave
whatever casual work was available to the older members. The
in the labour exchange directed that when work was

1d refused the dole was cut off from the person concerned
of the government manned the exchanges. They wert
constantly on the look-out for whom they might send to war work in
[t 50 happer that | and a number of my comrades were
in this wav. and directed to report for work to a lead factory at
the in London. A number of us qualified for the commutation
We went with this party numbering twenty to London, in June

1917, and were lodged in a lodging house on Bow Road. Rotherhithe is
{

one of the most squalid places in London. Our fac 15 right on the
jockside. old and singularly unattractive, We travelled in the early
ing by tube from Bow Road to Rotherhithe. Our hours were very
fourteen hours daily, seven days a week had to work on
iayv. and were of course denied time off for Mass. The work itself
cavy, lifting and shovelling all day long, for a total wage of two
‘ ¢ek. There was no union to protect us. almost nothing

then existed except the cralt unions
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STAND UNITEI

\pril 1917, Ireland stands united

Eamonn De Valera and John Dillon share a platform at Ballaghdereen, Co. Roscommon
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| e e 1 < I
called the Ilrregulars

e how cVvel | f\ ui matured morée mmy r
SYmpse
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obstructionism in the British Parliament of the sir |h".'l(“~.-v_l‘g','" ed by
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Tune 1919. De Valera arrives in the United States. His hand rests upon the old Fenian John Devoy.
Both men would shortly develop a deep antipathy and, when the time came. Devoy would go Free State.
From the left is Harry Boland, Liam Metlows, Patrick McCartan, Diarmuid Lynch




Late 1920, The now suppressed Dail in session

The picture may be one taken in a front room in Mountjoyv Square, Dublin
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AS O MAOILEOIN

target chosen for our first dttack was
Ballylanders. Sean Wa sthe O.C. but I wasincomm nd that night
Tth 120, we had thirty men

[t happened on the but rifles only
for e teen o i ere ight armed police inside. and they

up on a neighbouring roof with

m to the slated roof of the barrack. We
d it with sledesehammers and hatchets pouring in parafin at the

same time. Fire was already coming from our fellows at the front which

added considerably to the risk for the two of us on the roof. The polics

tiring upwards from inside, but they were not sure where the hole

18 the ceiling intervened. When they heard the roar of the flames
ibove them weompanied by the Mills bombs we dropped in. thes
ed. It was, what | would call. a verv r ta surrender,

>y tried a trick or two on us first, but [ was ready for them None of

§ hurt then, though some of them tried to give evidence against

y - N 4 r |
¢Is. Noneof th raiding party was caught for it We ot

good stock of weapons, nine rifles and ammunition

: erandi at Ballylanders became the methe
attack on mnor barracks thereafter. That. or the mine
against the door, s0 much so that Dublin Castle decide
afterwards to withdmaw the R.1.C. from outlving areas
HMMENSe DOOSE 1O Our

A month late I
in the country
| companies to

! il approach roa t a pre-arranged time. Ned Toibin

wiho was a trained smithy. had

We had eiehty me

he sledge again. this time it was not

i

gome to be easy Hsposed mn vants

n ¢
the barrack. Among them wi m neigh
bouring brigades, Sean Treacy. Mick Shechan 1 Breen, Mike
Brennan, Sean Carroll

ind many more, all anxious to see how it w 1S
done. Ned could not re 1 aCross 1o mhe roof with the hammer We put
an extension on it but tha ade the blows weaker. Eventually we
broke into the slates by flinging weights on to them. But we had o jard
task setting lire to the nside. They had lined the space with fir
proofing material, Grenades and everything were flung in but it was ne
use. At last we got a waterpump and a drum of parafin. We pumped
the oil into the roof space and it took light. We called on the police
English Auxiliaries tly they wers surrender, but they would
not. kiring went on : ngnt uniil our ammunition was spent. There
was no surrender but the building was burned 1o the ground. Later we
learned that Sers it O Sullivan and five police had found refuge in
specially constructed refuge at the rere. but the rest of their comrades

some say there were el were suffocated or burned. O'Sullivan
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. I'was having a drink in the bar when ninete
hey piled down the three steps inside the
» with me sidled out quietly, but I was«
an old. h Jae ked one, DI 303
Iheir lorry, 1 could see reflected in a
enagh. One of them said o me: Have a drink
ought this lady ntight have some in
as 1 made for the door, by
and into my car
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y '_’ II]“‘.> .
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1 the rest
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imto his body and squeezed the trigge here was no report. He had

11l hinng atter me. At that moment 1 fe

It an awful blow
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nitormed Auxiliary officers. They
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in. and this time
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eddening. The third feliow
appro wched {1 rm grip, ripped down my coat
walstcoat sick. I could feel the heat from
tongs close man at the table had commenced a
question ar ny lips to reply. At that moment the tongs
was ¢a | fell forward with the shock and pair

them have the weight of mv tongue for
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lapsed again
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»d back to the cell. |
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TOMAS O MAOILEOIN

from the barracks, on the slope above us. This disconcerted us. With us

was one soldier carrvinga revolver, and 1 COLISE SUPCTVISOr We could
deal with them alright; their presence merely complicated the issue. |
had been using a hammer on axle of the lawn mower. Now I saw
Sean Hyde heave to, but drifting in, mar eadh fishing. The situation
had to be faced asit was. Take care of those two, I whispered, And I will
attend to the sentry. Half creeping, half running, I made up the slope to
him. He saw me alright, but he had no bullet up the breech of his rifle
and he did not know but that this might be a game. When he attempted
to pull the bolt, I wasalready upon him, expertly swinging the hammer
it his temple. I had to prevent a shot being fired the whaole barracks
would be alerted. He went down pole-axed. T ke sure, | struck his
head a second blow. The two below were alread overpowered by
:\vf;lu\“-ln._\ and Twomey; they offered no resistance as hey were
ightly tied, with a towel each as a gag through their jaws, while I stood
wer them. Hands and feet were then tied tightly behind their backs
with electric cable. Sean Hyde saw it all from the boat. So too did the

poatman. Quickly they chugged alongside while | leaped into the boat

Still holding the captured rifle, | reached for the throttle which was on
4 pulled it open, Our course was due south. down
the open harbour, for Crosshaven, two and a half milesaway. Sean had
car waiting for us there. ( shaven backed on to Barrv's te retory,
where we reckoned wi ¢ safe. We calculated that if we had
twelve minutes clear we were right
such was not to be however. We had barcly pulled away when some
otheers playing golf walked over to where we had left the soldiers
lhey saw our boat and understood instantly. Quic me blew
whistle, firing his revolver in the air as a warnine to the fort
was in the fire without a doubt. I turned the tiller and headed
for the beach at Ringaskiddy. It was onlv a half a mile aw 1\
not suit our pians at I here would be no car. Besides
at the end of a narrow penninsula that is easily cordoned off
also a coastguard station overlooking it, which we knew would
alerted. Scraping rocks as I sent the boat hurtling up upon the shingle

we jumped out and waded quickly for the shore. 1 could feel the zine of
bullets coming from the fi nd heard them as they smacked 'I]Hlll‘ll:‘.
rocks around us. We had r ed the end of a boreen now. We were
runnine like blazes: it was ever At the top 1 saw th
oastguards. We had stopped at a cornor and they could not see us
Fhere were ten bullets in rifle. From behind a thorn bush. I let fly
four in rapid succession. They scurried back into the station QOuickly
we flaked past it. We were in the village street. There wy

youngster with a pony and trap standing beside a butcher's stall. Come

on!/ lealledb l‘ Four of us piled in We ha I lost l}l\_';"b.llli.A‘l With a
snap ol the réemn the pony gal yed aw 1y like flaming mad He ke Pt




mnguirng

back to where Seamus was staving




wve said. I made my way back to the
Column in East merick. Sedmus was there now, along witl
Donncadh ( i and Seamus Costell Sear

Stapleton, Muinsin Meade, Sean Wall and a lot more. We had lost

some eood men, Tom Howard, Willie Riordan. Jim Frahill and Pat

Ryan were surprised near Emly at a place called Lackelly., Twels

[.LR.A ¢ attacked by a big torce of Tans. There was a bitter fight

The day was saved by the arrival of Sean Carroll, of the Mid Limerick

Column reinforcements. On the previous day he
| ged in an att d ambush at Shraharla. which went

wrong because superior forc { enemy arrived. The Column held
its eround. but they lost two good men. Jim Horanand Tim Hennessy
| one who was captured, Pat ey, was executed in Cork the next
Il this only to show how tough it was: we never had it our own

p :

s verv much aneve foran eve and a tooth for a tooth contest

let anvone tell vou that war can be anything else

We lost Sean Wall on the 7th Mav ina flying
1 house where we were staying, between Annacarty and Cappawhite
in a little place called Newtown, Sedmus, Lidr faves, Liam Bur
Donncadh 1 Joe O'Brien and Dave Flannery we
Brigade Oftficers ey had ou se surrounded, but they must
have known whi mside. The story could have he
Sean went out and drew them off. A first class soldier, .
().« ind chairman of the Council. He had been attending a
meeting of the Division a week carlier, at Glenavar in North Cork, at

(.'!I[ht] l”:" c I Uiure wo |"7"‘."i|l"‘i !

(b) that fire attacks would be made on business premises in England
ittempts would be made to shoot their Members of Parhament

['hat is all in the history books.(16) I mention it here only to clear up

misunderstandines and to show that the struggle was e I a

ricorous phase e of us had anv intuition that there

truce. Farly in July. Seamus was summoned to Dublin by Mick
] ]

Collins, He met hin in Barrv's Hotel, Collins cor gratulated him on the
ambush at Drumkeen. /t put the fear of God into themn, said he. He told
Sedmus to contact a certain peeler in Kiltinnane, whose brother was
already working for Meer him in the purochial house, tell him about
his brother. and if he does notagree, get behind him and shoot him as he
goes down the steps. Seamus b d had his doubts about the policeman

he contacted him after the commencement of the Truce, but the man
refused to work with us. 1'hi ime day, Collins brought him 1o meet
'

Sean O Muirthile, secretary of the Supreme Council of the ILR.B., and

later Governor of Kilmainham Jail, at the Connradh. O Muirthile was
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presented to Slattery in th astle ks, Berw ‘bruary I
and March 10th the fecling between the two groups reached fever
;‘!‘4_!5 Finally esult of intervention by Liam Lynch with Richar
Muleahy, an agreemen S reached. Republicans were left
possession of th astie 1 Strand Barracks, and all of
Staters mu

When | heard of the attack upon the Four Courts, we
Divisional meeting in Cashel. | called for an immedianc
response ag : aters in Dublin. I am convincec
1cted pi
that numeric ¢
till had threequartersofthe LR.A., [ mean highti
Colonel J. Lawle of the Bureau of Military History
Vears arterwards that, h l‘ii- nap
stood against us

A month after the Ci arted, | was arrested by Jack Ayres
then a Free State office 1a yard in Nenagh. | heard that he phoned

Mulcahy. Hold him, the message came back, lre is the most dangerous

man tin Munster wias transferred to Marvhoroueh Prison. Witl

Ks | had an unexpectel sitor, Michael Collins. He was on his way

he trip that preceded the funeral of Arthur Griffith in

isked me would | attend an ecting ol semor othicers 1o try

to put an end o this damned thing, He ma arrangements with the

that | was to be releasce \S e went out

Covernor of the jail

lapped one fist into a palm in characteristic hion: That's fine, the

Sidd
three ,’.l'l.. will fix it

I'he three Toms mentioned by him were Tom Barry, Tom Hales and

myself, We were to meet in Cork with some of his officers and arrange

f hostilines. No political negotiations were entered

political aspect: luded 1o by Collins. who

tlone. He simply said, wowld [ go to a meeting

v 1o put an end to this thing. His last words to Jack

I'womey, the Governor, was to look after me.(19a) Within a few days,

i I'he Governor was later sent in charge ol

however e
the Curragh glasshous ter we had burned the prison

Peadar Kearnd wauthor of the National Anthem and uncle of
Brendan Behan vas also there but as Prison Censor. The 10b was

distasteful to him. and he later reverted to his Republican allegiance
I'he burning oge «l as 4 protest against conditions there. It
occurred betor » executions and had nothi p 1o do with them Wi

submittted our it based on a demand for political treatment
which was ignored. The top tier of cells, therefore, were set alight
furniture, our per 1al effe |r|-r71||:

tl eround floor *.-.:u reached. Portlaoise.

and smoke
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]x_g"n.f with the
mtroduced

I Hj': ind

new urm

was the proposal tor a ¢
ubtertuge from Russell suppe $
ertain way. The Convention was held

Dublin. Mike Fitzpatrick wh

as did the entire G.H.Q. staff

I
eft at that time
f struggle on b 2half of Irish culture and
ee¢ no drirrerence in the fight beine
ot this country today
, and in East Limerick in 1920 and
they

ire the same people at grips with
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Sean
MacBride

sean MacBride was born on 26th January 1904, and baptised in May
at St. Joseph's Church lerenure.(1) His father was Major John
MacBride, who had organised an lIrish Brigade in 1899 which had
fought on the side of the Boers in the Fransvaal War of 1899 1o 1902
The Brigade numbered over 250 men and suffered more than 80
casualtics. In 1916 he was one of the leaders chosen for execution by
the British after the insurrection, This was the oceasion when it issaid.
he refused o be blindfolded in the pnson vard of Kilmainham. 7'v
looked down the barrels of their rifles before. he remarked to the priest
attending him, Father Augustine, the Capuchin.

Sean’s mother was Maud Gonne MacBride, 4 great beauty, and one
of the advocates of the emancipation of the Irish tenantry. In 1889 she
was one of the first to reach the forgotten Fenian prisoners of Portland
Jail, where they had lain unvisited for many years. She herself was
many times imprisoned. In her later life she devoted her time almost
entirely to the relief of Irish Republican prisoners

Sean MacBride was called to the Inner Bar and hecame a senior
counsel in 1943, From 1948 to 1951, he was Minister for External
Affairs (now Foreign Affairs) in Dublin He has appeared in many
leading cases in Ireland, Africa, and before international courts [n
1958 he acted as adviser to the Greek government and Archbishop
Makarios in regard to Cyprus. and was mstrumental in securing the
release of the Archbishop from the Seychelles, as well as visiting many
countrics on economic surveys, and on missions connected with
political prisoners

We were sitting in the big drawing room of Rocbuck House, with a
pale sunlight fltering through. The leather chairs are carefully
repaired. Some of the chairs and furniture secem set for a Yeatsian
drama. On the walls pictures and mementoes from abroad; his framed
and signed (by the principal statesmen of the tme) copy of the




onvention 1949, High

Sean painted by Maud Gonne, on

ster colour by her, of the late Lennox Robinson

[reland in 1916, said Sean MacBride. [ was

schoolbov in France. | was aware of the national movement,

Volunicers. the United Irishmen. and especially of the Fenians,
they belonged to my mother’s own day She was,

Land League from

It w in those years

nd witnessed the eviction of the

| 8%6

Gweedore. Tt was there she met the legendary |
so much to provide leadership for the pe
She helpedto form the National Literary Society wil
Sigerson, Professor Oldham,(la) Doug las Hvde, J
at the Rotunda in May 1892, This gave birth to the Irish literary
(yaelic League, and to the Abbey Theatre, some vears
following years = lectured in France, on British

I'hese received wide publicity and greatly upse

savernment. At the same time she was helping in a scheme 1o
nromote village libraries in Ireland. Seven were established. In 1897
she joined with James Connolly and Arthur Griffith in elaborate

counter demonstrations against Queen Vietona's liamond jubilee and

recruitment into the British Army. It was « al occasion,

\ parade by the populace down Dame Street, on the night of the
“that Connolly heaved the symbolic black coffin into the Litfey
rv: there goes the coffin of the British Empire. Atthat ime my

er did not understand the proletarianism ol Cor nolly but she was
‘ted by his fervour, and at the same time the sheer

fthe man. He was living with his wife and four children in one
e ‘um'h-w ina messaec o |=|'1‘. she wrote sray s, YOu -’lu"r
ion of knowing that vou saved Dublin from the humiliation
jubilee without a public meeting of protest

were the stirrings of the new Fenianism which gave birth to

“:.!7 Same vear she H'::‘C‘:!i;’ll m a two ind a hall month iecture

Linited States, speaking everywhere on 1/4YS, Enghsh

p¢
yent, and h ‘il'i' o to raise funds. W she was leaving
‘Donovan Rossa came to see her off, He was the renowned

: r whose grave Pearse made the historic speech in July 1918

While Ir ."(I'.'t." .‘.L»,‘u’\ nese graves, [reland unfree shall never be at peace
return to Ireland she visited West Mayo as a repre sentative
committee. It was a poverty stricken area then visited

the foundation stong h & memorial in

stone on the




whom some

ition of Dublin, for
on the arrival of Queet
me reception was

can underst

that such refus
cked with bunting ar

pl

irstaving

house. | recall
)

period irom

maisn
n Pentonville

tn

him as

onwards, w




riecht to within a vear. For that reason they
her own inde pendent trans Atlantic communications,
nard, and the White Sta Line. Casement was
possibility of interesting the German Hamburg
ch later did call into Galway while mother tned
| |'.—'-‘l;:)';,:v 1T WCT: I"‘.'Yw‘-'_'Vi
against Irishmen joining the British Army
ruitment with abhorri
{, 10 any cause
growing P! ‘Ta g ATe oured 'l»'; th
ibout poverty i1 Jand, especially among POOT
to help home industry and her continuous
ecruitment

[on m
before Pearse's ol 1n the gre
that had on d Robert Emmet, was
s. though few knew of 1 jancial struggle it wa
interviewed
should, about my le
s were different, there being a grea

aware of the ereat vents of e wally in the

yut, Mother was guite volved., & it much

]
in Ireland trying to launch a free Il m project, This w
I

eventually got underway and gave tens housands of mid-day
s to hungry [um:-']‘r'H!:'ﬂ It was natural in th rcumslances
g would become mvolved with lames Larkin;: though she held
nnolly i higher esteem.(4) Following upon the foundation
lunteers in November 1913, mother allowed Inchinidhe na
hEireann to be ahsorbed into the new women’s movement, Cumann
f which Padraic Pearse’s mother and herself were honorary
{ents. Another close friend of the far th rhout that period
'na Moloney who, through her Women Workers Union, was
ed with the lockout. She was hers: adical thinker

bemeg one ol ie founders of Inghinidhe na
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SEAN MuacBRIDI
CASINO WErt "'|!1|‘-.|".‘7'\‘|i ind mother

Paris the following autumn. It was there in
of the death of my father. | have one very clear
of Le Matin, the principal French newspaper,

mormng with much of 1its front page a complete

ward Shaw had just issued a searing statement on the
mning England’s treatment of the rebels and Britain
nd. [ remain an Irishman, said he, and am bound o

I »

ntradict any implication that I r¢ lrishman taken

rgard as a traitor any |

fiohr for Irish Independence against the British Government, which

it in evervthing except the enormouws odds my countrymen
The military would not allow Le M hin primt i1
N Profiest. Sucn a courageo
bone into Yeats and enc
a crucial stage. From $¢ yt. Louls de

» could heas ”H"'“\l.ll b I arn ler cry
brothers. and

Friday
ceremony

ovs who had been Killed during the week. | recall on

asions how the Rector of our school made a most
pointing out that France was fighting for

and told of this small nation. Ireland. in whom Fi

st. It too was now fighting for its freedom,; and the

3 had just been executes r his part in that

of dealing witl sttuation and

! and

P NICS way
the same time to lea

ptember 1917, mother manaped
at Southampton only to be served witha D

j|\;":nflf,l~:, us |*HN '-'~.i:r 2 10 1re¢ land ] fu;rn_i._i;;) 1O

hough [ was then only thirtee

springof 1918, 1 e toshpawav and retum
ompanied her and join the Fianna immediately on

t had been founded by Constan Booth in 1909 |

exertions of Liam Mellows. it had spread through the

argamsation was now n¢

T Use s ICOIVE auxiiary
ne erol nd for the main armed moy
| Kathleen Lvn
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us. He had a business near Westland
15 miles away i1 yaid no attention

talion

in keen. but that. 1 think now was hecause, DeIng
red more cautious to us, when in fact they simply had

¢ than any of us. There was one small incident at that

ich fortunately did not become too serious. | washalted driving

midnight in September 1920, in Rathmmnes. With me was
ievicz and a emissary from the French government
We wert released after Vi 1aYS SNEe was
) vears for having orgamised t Fiani )9, She
qased after the 1Truce
21 . Michael Collins sent for me, Ther et Bob Price,
tor of Organisation, and Eoin O'Duffy, whom Collins
ym Monaghan, B whose proper name was

‘ ‘
in older brother « .
» in Dublin anc {
e tranquil parts of the
( in Wicklow. Wexford and C
mtry in which there |
vas the RIC barracks still in existence t . 1 m to

rom the area. Some 0f the men from B Company accom

though it was not to be publicise ity roperating in
[ found a lot of promiss this area. Wexlord was good,

ndid
student
IH""I.I;}(M,
Jattalion quartermaster, afterwa
man called Gerrare ) W a4 Battalion
last thing any of them wan was activity in the
t was Cork, Tipperary or Dublin, but let ye leave
circumvented this problem by putting them out with
uvs in the one operation. After that | had them
I'here was one pron
{ | Tuce

SH100TLINY

A bout the same time. however, | was asked to per
to look into the possibility of obtaining arms shij

I worked with Liam Mellows anc ry nnor — the OC

torm another role,

ments irom

on this. The first shipment came | Hambure eventually,
harlie McGuinness
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owed later, early in 1922, by the Hannah, We ¢
Oaster of Dortmund was to ply from t
ng legit ¢ cargoes inderlay of
ncidently, a very interesting ) ut what

funds which had been banked in

a report of mine to Frank

balance of these

I'he late Peter Ennis captured

ect; Dublin Castle should have it i
gaining i

their archives
from the experience we we purchasing arms
» threshold of being able tom

msiderably

good and ths
WCaKness In the determination of the Volunteers to
ne through, I was therefore very much against the
ie |':~l | ,\,l\lt?lll“ﬁ’l‘\ 1Eains

1S | !
Dublin following a leg injury i
y Collins, and forthe first time | w:

Wicklow: 1
1S 4Ngry

uce a terrible mistake. I had thought De Valera
Oh, ho, said Collins laughing, we can use it to reorganise
J

more arms in; | want start working on that

Vo o
mmediately. It was at that tme | was appomted Adjutant at the
training camp, while at the same time [ was sentabroad to Germany on

just related. Collins did

F1oOus ai

procural missions, that [ have
hich other people are said to

me the impression at that time, whi _
» o0t from him., that thines were at a low ebb in the Armv: I could

"

JIVC

r'e was no necessity tor

that, nor could he. He told me that the

but that De Valera and the others were

ant Mulcahy, whom at the ume he did not hike. I stll felt that it

| must say that Collins did not argue against that except
tting ourse ¢

keenonit. He may

s amistake
avihatitwould be a ‘1.’&]\ In reoarganis

der footng

time also for a while 1 was staff captain in the Adjutant

office ¢ eC
n a day Ii‘v":Il the misdeeds of Vi lunte ers,

ve compiamits from the public,

SOn

iselves off as Volunteers, around the country. I had to
iem and provide replies: it was my first legal training
d Collins as his ADC to

nth of October | accomp
1 our real purpose was, that

¢ S1X or more of us, ar
WVEr i retreat

]. s broke down. we would W IN a3 poOsition 1o of

mndon hideway. The !I."v.:'”[""'\"l-.!.’l (12) as they were called.

clear instructions from the Cabinet
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MacBRIDI

executed this morning, said Richard Mulcahy
were l"f"”x"‘,"’\ .'I/;'l'q""u‘!l/"":] .'v'."‘.'l"./;" nmen e

'l'v""""‘/"/ assistance. that we could to he ';Iw them in their
Cassidy and John Gaffney of the 3rd Battalion

I'wohig, were the four concerned, They were

quickly followed. The IRA, mad at these Killings

d to counter the campaign by shooting deputies who had votec
On December 7th, Sean Hales. who had been

erunder Tom Barry in Cork, but was now :

Dublin street. Padraig O Maille

red te cabinet. spurred on 1t is

. was shot dead in

|
{

was wounded. The

:ill, embarked upon

(22) Sometime after midnight jailers

ells of Ror Y'Connor. Liam Mellows, Richard Barrett

} i | -
Mountjoy, shook them awake and ordered

You we here then, Sean in one of those cells
| with Hni”', Liam Mellows was next door with Joe McKelve L Dick
)

ett was close by. Liam Mellows was OC Prisoners in € wing and

ired cell 34 with Joe McKelvey. Dick Barrett was in 36 and Rory
mnor and | were in cell 32. Liar \ n iwve mood that
nd | retired early to our cell where he was carving
hess men from an old piece of wood. Whi ed we discussed a
mour that Hales and O Maille had been shot | fa /¢ had no
nfirmation of it. Then we settled into a game of chess, a game which
mvanably won, While he waited my move he 14 i with a
»ien and five shilling piece: it was the gold and the silver that had
sed at the wedding of Kevin O'Higeins a little over a year before
KRory was best man
We retired early (¢ > ! Sat ttress and th
floor. Quietly we conversed on the tunnel that we ew was being
n to reach us. Then we laughingly talked about the island prison to
captors threatened to send us. Which island would it
‘n ask ¢p some tme hen the door juietly opent d
me i and went out again. | was beginning to doze when
rson returned. He lit a match over Rory:the gas n the prison was
'd off at night. | recogmsed Burke, a Free Stat:
ipplied for the post ol public flogger
| waited guietly for about half an hou

[here were more footsteps outsict
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MacBRIDE

Some months after that I was transferred to the prison camp in

. | got caught trying to escape from there. 1 hid in 4 bread

van, very cramped it was, but 1 was hauled out and sent back to
Mountjoy. I never gave up the idea of escaping however. 1 watched
and spied out every moment for a weakness in their system, The big
ment came when a picked group of us got involved in a tunnel. You
tunnel from high up in the building, from near the top of

g chimneys. This one was extremely well organised by Dy

Il of Ga a,\ip_ Others still around who i'i’ir d 1n this were

yds, Tom .'\i:iy'.ll."l,’ and Peadar O'Donnell, We entered from

ceiline of a cell on the top floor. We got m by carefully removing
portion of the brick v wlting. We moved carefull ilong and entered
through a hole we made in the stone ¢ of the great twin
chimney stacks of Mountjoy. We had a ladder made from strips of
sheets, wire and blankets. This was lowered into the blackness. We
went 'u"'l down to below "n.mn,(?'u nt levd l 4!‘1] W commeng \'Li «fl.ﬂ'_:‘ill'.‘
from there. It was a hell of a job, one hell of an engineering job
D

candles lit 1n the oxyeenless atmosphere sroxide of

gen and a large home made bellows was used to produce enough

y keep our candles lit. We had no need for nmber as the soil
Jov 15 the best of clay

ve wracking — apart from being extremely dirty every

down the rickety ladder into a black pit, and toiling up

1ke an appearance in time for roll call. We had four extra

hat they did not know about who could stand in for us. The

| however, was going very well. We used vank up the earth in

pillow cases and pack it in the roof space, where of course there was

vienty of room for it. We used the water storage tanks for washing so

that there was no traces of clay upon us. We had overalls made in the

tatloring department that we could change out of belore emerging

Our work however. was in vain. Some of the other lads went on hunger

It was the commencement of the great .'1‘.1715_'«,! strike of October

was against the hunger strike because of the tunnel, Few knew

tunnel, of course, Only a select number, those working upon it

in on such a secret, After a few days of hunger strike they
the heating. Nothing would work., We had
fisconnected the pipework in the roof for our own purposes. They
ind discovered this elaborate workshop. They went berserk
particularly Dermot McManus, the pompous little needler
ceded O'Keeffe. He made a great uproar: brought in the

1¢d batons. There was hell to pav.
decided they would transfer the tunnelers 1o Kilmamham
mng them. And [ escaped on the way, It was the simplest
world. Mick Price our OC and 1. Daithi O Donoghue and




A

patiently trving to bort
rk gone for nothing because of a hus

We had a big escort, armoured ¢as
(s way and somewhere arot
ficer msids
l\x‘\\ my cl MR IN
escaped. Mick Pric
ntly recaptured

iamimng

1926. Tom Daly, brother of
still on the run then. so we

Ipon a newspaper for
authorities, still sore at my

rin 1920, | returned to London

spare night sub on the Morning Post, a deeply Tory

A car before this |

get political

Fein, was no

f course from time to time. [ was

¢ Gilmore carnied out his dramatic
tjoy. My car, a Model T

‘hief of Staff
1 long time bef t
War. What
art from trying to study law
wvelling the country on H\;Aa:«lu-!
ind commemor




oblachta meeting in December 19
idar O’Donnell, Mrs, Buckley, and Brian O'Higgins of Sinn Fein

1t was a new grouping they atten pted to launch that would link the
had thenr

iking at a Comhairle 1

talents of the IRA and Sinn Fein. But neither group ha

fanuary 1929, in Offaly, and | | on remand for
omhairle na Poblachta

I'he charge agamnst me related to ¢
In August, |

' {1 v 1) 1 -
though they tried to make it sound like something else

Frankfurt with Peadar at the second world congress of the
ainst Imperialism. That was one of thos¢ high sounding
ions that we felt we had to support in pre-Hit

193() Bemard lago, who had been sentenced in 1922 (o t

» returmnmed Lo us. accon pani

We had a reception

_ ¢ meeting in Dublin by
cakers sound like a Repu
Alderman Tom Kelly, Helena
De Valera, Mrs. Sheehy-Skeffington

| ) hi
O'Donnell, ¢

O'Kelly
ank Ryan, and so on [ big meetings
d Bodenstown

llowing June, Cosgrave took
d in Listowel

s held anyhow. Shortly after
Cat and Mouse” Act, but was re sed by the local court.
ng constantly raided i Roet £ < Madame

1) yther. We were raided eleven times v

Despard was living here at that time, and was

mn the last occasion they brought seéventeen
ansacked the place, although nothing much was ever found
| wo tid aeree that in the run up to De \ aiera st lection success of
032, the IRA itself, had lost direction; had lost political direction. The

inn Fein party, the Second Dail remnant, did not count. But I did
ry to organise Saor Eire mn the late Autumn of 1931, 1 was 1ts secretary
and put more work into it that anyone ¢lse. 1 telt a little bit fed up when
ey all ran away from Saor Eire. That was one of the reasons | was not
stmilar venture,
vas mooted. I did not want to get involved

CSS, Wi

enthusiastic three years laler when a

IN POWER
agree that ] personally felt any sense of triun phin 1932
133, when Fianna Fail was elected, although the IRA had
(O SOMT dCRree, resps : for Ltheir success
sgrave g£0. We were I to see the end ol
Iribunals. as we though!. This house i il ha een raided

ked by the Oriel House squads and later by the CID so many
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MacBRIDE

well. [ felt he had been provoked a good deal into taking action ag:
the IR sver, the executions wet justifie [ spe
deal of my time (rymg to pour oil on yubled waters on bo
did not meet De Valera at any time as a go between, though we dic
gxchang tters and did meet socially on a few occasions. | was quite
friendly with Sear O’Kelly. He helped me a lot at the nme that

Fomds MacCurtain was sentenced to death in fe wa

helpful at that period. He was trying to get

take anv sort of delaving action I could in the courts, which T did. 1

planned the moves very carefully. I went seeking a conditional habeus

corpus at 3.30 in the afternoon, the courts then rising at 4 p.m. | knew
that I would be thrown out. At3.55 Gavan Duffy refused the order. |
lodged my appeal just before the office closed. MacCurtain was due to
ed in Mountjoy the nextdayv, so it was a very close shave. They

brine the Supreme Court together that evening, but they were

¢

‘:l.'~-"\1!1!1&1'—_’“."» not the esent man b his uncle
yut, diplomatic
whnat was gomg {

Straightaway they had to postpone the execution for a couple of
vs. After that I got it postponed upon one pretext or inother, until
ventually it was commuted to penal servitude for life. During all this

iod however, I kept in close contact with Sean T.. Bill Quirke(26)

ved again in the case of Pad MeceGrath and Tom Harti
first 10 be executed under De Valera, in Scptember
on every avaable pretext for three weeks.
¢ them. They were determined to obtain a sacrifice
t happened on Rathgar Road.(27) I continued to be involved
¢ long saga of imprisonments, €Xecutions, Mguests. reprieves,
on right up to the end in 1946 the mquest on Sean
aughey, in Portlaoise. Censorship h d ended by that time; the

n that case could not he obscured. Yes, it was 1 s asked the
g question from the prison doctor and elicited the equally telling
ponse. 1l vou had u '/”", wouldd you treat it in that fushion received

e satisfaction when he said, n

ving. 1 rec Irish language too
I my main cong 15, Nonctheless | think
lanpuage h L there 1s

1ave no

tnl
NIaKen m
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Ernie was carrying out a systematic inspection of all the Divisions.
orgamising as he was going along. It was upon our \i-,‘;‘;‘.illllt.‘l;l that
devolved all secretarial work of the Convention (of March 26th)
o work with Liam Mellows, who was Quartermaster
despatched abroad on various missions by him
> of these errands for about ten days and arrived
on Sunday the I8th June 1922, af 1 very long and
)

[ner
[ had left Friederichstrasse Bahnof. Berlin, on Fridav

morning for London, via Brussels and Ostend, arriving there the next

evening just in time to catch the Irish Mail at Euston, by which 1
arrived in Dublin some time before 8
[ went straight to the Four Courts where, after getting a wash
¢ breakfast. I saw Liam who told me he was glad 1 had come ba
as a Convention had been summoned for that morning, and that

with delegates, minutes.

nobody could find the papers in connection
\ el | F

yo [ immediately hurried off to make a irrangements required. |

1ad been working up to late and was
y told me why this Convention had been so
enly summoned. Apparently three out of five members of the
tive who had been negotiating on behalf of
State HQ to try to reach an agreement, had agreed (o c

proposals which, il accepted, would have given complete control of the
Army to the Free State Government. That agreement provided for the
appomtment of the Minister for Defence, Chief
made by the Free State Government, which of rse would have
meant that the Army would have bs wder their control.
I'he Executive ]ll'('.|_!|!;_\‘_\ proj b votes fom Barn
proposed that a Convention should be summoned to consider these
proposals although he himself was strongly opposed to them. He also
wanted to bring forward a motion of his own at that Convention i
substance his motion was that an ultimatum be given to Great Britain to
withdraw all her troops from {reland within 72 hours

O1 course all these things came on me like a bombshell. as when I left
the whole Executive was quite united. But I hadn’t much time
reflection as it was getting near 11.00a, m. and 1 had still a lot of things
to do. By the wa id bro t back Hoover from Germany with me.
in arms agent whom we suspected of douhle dealing
Dublin he left me to ¢ y the Shelbourne Hy i
appointment with him at 11.00 a.m. in the Four Courts, wt
going to ¢charge him and detain him. Poor Hoover. | would h:
be there when he walked in unsuspectingly into the Four Courts and
was arrested, but I had to be in the Mansion House.
instructions to the OC of Four Courts for his arrest. | then went t
Mansion House where | spent about a

of the various delegates. When at last the proceedings







the split, as that split was really there from the start) which might lead
to the withdrawal of part of Cork from the Republican Army
It was far better to break off quits from those who were prepired o

compromise on such a vital question, that of the control of the Armyv
and of the working of the Treaty. As in fact they had already done
when they acquiesed in the proposals by which the control of the Army
was (o be given to the Provisional Government It probably would
have been even better if such a split had come before however
weake Hirl;j It maght have been: it was far more weakening to have the
Army controlled by people. who although sincere, did not put their
heart into it and who still believed that our opponents could be trusted
in negotiations. In connection with this, it must be remembered that
there was hardly a promise made by those who H-,;Jn’l' ited with us on
behalf of the Provisional Government which wasn’t broken by them

S0 it was in this frame of mind that Rory put up a short but a very fine
defence of the war proposals

I'he rest of the proceedings remain a blur in my

remember that nearly everybody spoke, and some my
at that. Speech-making undoubtedly seems to be one of our national
tathings. I also remember that evervbody was depressed and solemn
even Sean O 'He rarty, and Cork No. 1, were not a uproarious as at the
previous Convention

€ question was put sometime about 8 p.m. Poor Peada
sreshin(30) and myself were the tellers. W e found that Tom Barry's
motion was passed by a couple of votes. This was challeneed on the
grounds that there was a Brigade there which wasn't re presented at the
last Convention; after a long discussion the objection was upheld and

fresh vote was taken and the motion was lost

After this there was some more discussion on the whole situnation

during this Rorv as to tell Liam Pilkington and some other
members of the | that if the compromise proposals were

brought to the Convention, he was leaving it. These proposals came
and about half of the ates got up and lefr, this created something
Ol a pamic amongst the réemaining delegates

Lory, Liam and Joe McKelvey. held a hurried consultation just
outside the Convention Room. They decided to have a meeting of the
Convention the next day in the Four Courts. ‘1 his was announced to
the delegates who had come out with them. and | tam toid me to go and
announce 1t to the rest of the Convention. and to get ms hat which he
had left behind

I wentand I got Liam’s hat. Cathal Brugha was speaking. Cathal had

1 strongly against Barry's resolution, but was also strongly against

the compromise resolution because he thought an agreement could

found. a 1d that this was the 'SEtime 1o dex lare war on | neland
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> the signal for an all-out rising. There was a man by
name of Donohue killed, (As a result Cappoquin was heavily
risoned afterwards by military. The nuns established the Merev
ent there to keep the girls away from them.) Thev were very
12 here. The fellows from here joined them. They had their
headquarters at Id Market House. Until recent vears. some of
their sloeans ; preserved inside on the walls
Later we had the Fenian landing, when the Americar
[‘li[l_‘l!:;\l_(f by John O'Mahony arrived in May — after a brief heagve
i Shigo Bay with forty officers aboard to help in a rising that n
got started. They came in off Helvick. She was commanded
Captain Kavanagh, a brave and intrepid sailor, and carried :

cargo of rifles. Thirty of the officers remained in lreland two of théem

Augustine k. Costello and John Warren were late wgeht and

sentenced to hitteen years penal servitude but the rifles went back.
A namesake of mine, Pat Whelan, took them off that time in his fishing
boat. So we did have the t1 l\i‘lhnl ol local history to | Ok back upo W
and no doubt it influenced us in many ways

I'hree All Ireland finals were played at the beginning of this century
in Dungarvan, m what became known as Dan Fraher's |
Fraher, because of his broad Irish connections, was sought out by

Padraic Pearse. It was for that reason that a friendship developed

between them, and that his son, Maurice. was sent as the first boarder
to Pearse’s school. That friendship continued after 1916. For several
vears after that, Mrs. Pearse and Margaretr came to Dungarvan. and
stayed at the home of Dan Fraher and his familv. His daughter. my
future wite, was there with them. The y used to stay about a month
bemg frequently driven around the countryside in a pony anc

in. When we went to Dublin for an All Ireland around the mid

D
twenties, Donal self and my other brother would stay at St. Enda's.
Dan Fraher arranged a number of inter-county matches here to help
them out 1¢ 2 1IN very straitened circumstances and needed it
I'hat ficld eventually passed down to my sons: they made it over to the
(I \ ‘\. s
| joined the Volunteers very shortly after thev were founded in
November 1913, Roger Casement came to the town or it may have
been The O'Rahilly tor the purpose of starting them off. There were
ce compames here in a short time, We playved hurling or football in

» field; then parade drll would start, and we would all turn out for

hat. That remained the position until the split a yvear later on the issue

of the Great War. We agre to differ here. no hard feelings; we got
holding on to the or twelve single-shot Martinis. As there

were not a lot of us here, most of them were sent to Waterford hrlmt?:

just two ourselv
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> approach of Easter Week, the man

)'Mahony. He was

in charge of us here,
iater a secretary of Kerrv Co. Council
official in the post office. As there were few of us

the event of mobilisation, were to join the Waterford
]

a1s0 some question ol a lmk-up with South
['here was an undersea cable goimn from Waterford

be cut, but I don't know much about that. The
ountermanding order from MacNeill reached O'Mahony. We were
A note arrived from Harry
an Fraher confirming this. He went to

A.A. Congress on the Saturday, which is probably where he

Our

inlormed that the manoecuvres were off
Boland o D Dublin to the

ge from Boland. Then on Tuest

Ve receved a message
rom O'Mahony: Theré is a Rising in Dublin. and they

1t was enough forus. We had word t
mn { ‘ork from Wate

vl
ple of re vaolve

areowt in Cork
there was a train-load of war
¢ sing through about
aL . with Georege Lennon. |

and blocked the line. The train was held up. However it was
inary goods train; there was nothing in it. We 1t sappeared

There was no commonion fortunately, and no one was arrested.
Mellows came he sfer to it later on

ere shortly after that. He use i
Ivick together on the gun-running. He gave me

when we were at He
15s¢s and a prismatic compass then which 1 still have

As soon as the

releases took place after the Rising, re-organisa
ton recommenced. Groups became companics, companies became
battalions, and battalions became brigades. They were all subject to
arters in Dublin. Every one of us was subscribing
7 1 was arrested for taking a rifle from a soldier. |
ilked into his house and removed it

COnNirol i

o buv a

Al that iume they were allowed
ake them home, but with the increasing tension in the country, that
soon ended. Anywav mvself and another ?‘.‘t;‘ were remanded 1o the
jail iIn Waterford. We were conveved back and forth from there to
Out inces here. Eventually we were released as thev were
e to prove anything against us

I'he next thing, ' was arrested for di tlling ar
Crumblin Road. The Acting Governor there
b were and a great friend of my fath

1 imprisoned in Belfast
happened to be a neigh-
t. I was stil] there when

was mprisoned and directed ght for political

jatl in the strugele t

ked the

scarcely back here when I was pulled in ag:

gaimn. I was not on the
vervone tried to stay off the run for as

1o 1920. We had

y freeze them out. As a result of this policy, the smaller ones

ong as they could. that
started attacking police barracks here then




were evacuated and the police retired to the bigger ones. Stradbally
was attacked, Ardmore twice, Ballinamoult Kilmanahan and others
We kept up these tactics until they withdrew from them. I knew Mick
Collins well for many vears. We actually \-lg;xl i the same bed O} her
in Dublin on a few occasions. That would be when we were called
together on tactical meetings. A strong friendship devel; ped. | knew
equally well his staff, Joe O'Reillv. Paddy Daly Joe Leonard. Ben
Barrett, Sean Doyle, Tom Keogh, Vince Byrne. Liam ['obin, Frank
I'hornton and Tom Cullen. the Sauad. as thev were called, We used
knock around together l'hey all stayed with Collins after the Treaty.
but they must have been disappointed men as some of them became
the Mutineers of 1924 [ still have the pamphlet issued by Tobin at that
tme

- at that time, Gearoid O'Sullivan. Rorv O ‘onnor,
Diarmuid O’Hegarty. Mellows, MacMahon the Quartermaster,
terribly well, Our particular friend was George Plunkett: he was here a
lot. He came first in 1917 to help re orgamise Sinn Fein and staved g

long time. Harry Boland, | knew very well also: he came here
In attendance at these Dublin mee tings were, apart from
MacSwiney, Liam Lyvnch. Rory and many more. [ reme nber one such
meeting held in the offices of the Typographical Society. It must have
ly in the struggle because they were seriously discussing

I knew alse

been very
the chivalry of shooting at soldiers and police. Some thought we should
warn them that we would fire on them. and ridiculous things like that
Cathal Brugha | knew already as he used to come here on business
1y hard to get on with as he was very strait-laced and not a

very sociable kind of a man. He listened to every sort of complaint that
was made about us, by people whose houses we entered in our constant
search for weapons. His sincerity, of course. was beyond doubt. He
or Waterford. His selection for the
constituency took place in a strange way. There could be only one
candidate — it being the *'straight” system of clection — for Waterford
City, and one for the county, There was the usual straining for
selection here by some locals anxious to get on the bandwagon Now a1

was the elected member f

this time also we were doing top secret work trying to contact
submannes off Stradbally. which 18 just about eight miles east of
Dungarvan. I would be out there in a boat on certain nights that were
told to me beforehand. We did this three mghts a month all that
summen !'-\\v'llIi‘-iw'l.‘.l"H.".l_,~j).||n|»_‘ a ln(l'.., out on the ?1(..“.(”.‘””] Itw a8

impressed on me that it was top secret; therefore | confided it to two

parties of three counting myself Nothing ever came of this, and |

doubt if anything could, since it would be highly dangerous for a

submarine to try 10 make contact in a wav like that, On this night.

however, that I was making my way to Stradbally, with the two lads to
I

o0 out again was carrying another message from Collins. I won't

open this now, | said to myself, unsil 1 ger down. With a flashlight
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[here were several other minor enpagements at Rockfield, at the
Pike and other places. All the time we were concerned with the ¢

question of law and order. You had to supply the personnel for

Republican courts, maintain our own police force, deal with robbery

ind petty crime. We had to settle land squabbles where small tenants

were trying to grab land that did not belong to them. The great thing
tHhou!

all this was that it was done at practically no cost. The country
Nneve : and order at such a ap rate betore. Even at election
time and there was oné i wo m 920 and one mn 1921 W

had to provide the workers and the protection. There was no let-up:

VOu never got a rest

I got married at the end of 1920. It was at the height of things but we

did not ¢are. Michael Collins knew Cait Fraher well. He used O say 1o
\re you never going to marry that girl? 1 answered him seriously:

an 1 do that in the middl afawar? Sure it might go on for vears

1at indeed 1t mught, but cheered himself up

. meeting in a house on the quays

the top people were there, Mick; Liam
Purchases; Cathal Brugha, Minister for

y MacMahon, O.M.G.: Liam Lynch

aue to come
¢

liscussing. whet

r to g 1t n w

1§
h

m Genoa with sixty

imewhere in West Cork. [ strongly advocated that

pomnted out to Liam Lynch that iny landmgs around

vest coast were always fatlures. Once you round Lands End, if you
straight lin 0ss, you strike Waterford. You have a |

'hil]'.?.\"" avoiding the il patrols which do not iter close 1o the

Watertord coast. Loop Head and Mine Head tend to ke ep the patrols

well out. 1T w: gumg so, and I found Collins was not in agreement
with me. He was putting all sorts of obstacles in the way., What about
the military in Fermoy? What about thi garrisons in Clonmel!? 1 felt he
wds not keen on the landing at all. Finally he knocked it on the head on
the argument that we might lose the boat. | did not care whether we
lost the boat as long we got the arms. At that point, as the meeting

was breaking up, Cathal Brugha called me over with some of these
trifling complaints about how our fellows were behavine, Mellows was

walting at the door. Now, said he. You see how difficult it is to persuadi

those people. What is the use, 1 answered. going to Cermany for a

handbag full of Parabellums when we could have a shipload, Then

'in J » ) '] 4 i’y 4 " ]
Mick cutin, J 7 and yourself were ina bit of an argument. That

startled me tusciiwas the nrst time | heard his name. for which we
all | Isting creverence, spoken that wav, Mick seemed to say

not attach much importance to it then. |
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forgot about it, but it did occur to me afterwards that 1 was being
I. The rift was beginning to appear. Did he think that I might
th Cathal Brugha, rather than with himself? We left the meeting
ome and meet a few friends, said he. We went 1o a put
It may have been Kirwans or Maurice Collins’ backing
where he was to meet 1w warders from “.h-'mnu',
message from Arthur Griffith(3) who was at that time
llins was in conversation with them for some time,
topether. (The reasons f 1 OpPPressor |
iing the services of a 'friendly warder’ to take messages o
-h:;\ leader — especially as in this case a moderate |
» circumstances 0 one knows to what e
rom Gnffith may have enabled the Under
Cope. in Dublin Castle, to gau the temperature among

Fein leadership in the run up 1o the

it

had planned to land arms here early in the summer of 192}

the Truce, by the Anita. Arrangements for the shipment were

in Bremerhaven by Bob Briscoe and Sean MacBride. The Anita

= by one of them. The instructions about meeting

e brought here to me by MacBride. | remember them

ere typewritten. I was to have two boats off Helvick Head

» was to carry the ordinary fishing light, and a lower hight, m order
tified. The password was, Anita Ahoy! The answeri

g 1o go oul when 1 ssage that it would not
be coming. It had been seized in Bren aven by the Allied Repara
tions Commussion. The manifest stated sporting rifles. Instead they

cargo of guns. It was probably the result of British Intelligence,
ch this country always had to contend. Anyway the ship and its

|, and they had to start all over again
McGuinness, from Derry, was in charge of the boat. You

an expenenced ship’s officer with the North German

a5
later L‘l.’l".:. a bit of an explorer He has written down an

,L._-f.-_lf‘.l of his voyages in his autobiography Nomad, but it doesn’t tell
> quarter. Anyway. McGuinness. with some of his German seafaring
ends tried to fish out another boat. This was not easy. Finally th

satisfied with a river tug, which was not at all suitable for
They also had the usual difficulty over money. It was

use of the extremely low exchange value of the German mark

were able to do business at all. Eventually it was loaded up

got going again. But that took us b wnd the 11th July. the
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day of the Truce, and although there was now a respite, it did not stop
the watching by the Admiralty. Asa result. our ne gotiators over there
were questioned by Lloyd George and Churchill about it. ( 1)
The Frieda arrived here off Helvick on November 11th. 19217 here
|

was d fog at Helvick, so she moved down and up the Suir to

heekpoint ad been out in the boat off Helvick.(5) We came

ashore then and moved our lorries down to ( fzcvl.pnml, where we

unloaded most of the cargo. It ‘onuxr.«i principally of Peter the

Painters, Parabellums, rifles, all new, of course and ammunition
l

I'here was ¢ bit of a repai hl~‘.1 we got done on the spot
We then moved it next morning lm'l Strand between here and
'ramore 1 the meantime, 'm(.um' S, who was in touch with
Mellows, had the idea of selling her. He went to Cork where he rooted
out a Captain Collins who was engaged in coaling and general harbour

working b :n Spike Island and Cobh. McGuinness and Colling
came back to inspect the boat and Collins paid for it. There was a bit of
t hullaballoo because they were both missine for a few days, and his
wite wondered where he had pot to. That was not SUrprising, beécause
McGuinness was a hard man for the drink, and once he came ashore
he usually buried himself in some tavern. The Frieda desl worked so
well that MacBride and McGuinness immediately decided they would
£0 back again, buy another boat and br mg 1t over too, which they did
with the Hannal
It was a lovely sche with an auxiliary motor. They loaded he
with thirty barrels of cem § Dallast, as the arms cargo would not |
enough to give it smability. All went well and we brought her i
3allynagaul, o nd April, 1922, That is the date in the lifeboat L
because they had gone out to meet her, although she did not require
issistance. 1 still have the Customs receipt here, as the owner. It is
I wise we did not notify them until the
had nothing to declare but the cement. Her
argo consisted of bos and boxes of ammunition, rifles
P u.,l ellums. The rifles were very good because. although unds

Pe ITeaty arrangements with Germany, they were only supposed

(O manutacture sporting weapons, we found that these Mausers could
pierce the steel shutters of the barracks. Dick Barrett supervised the
wo lormes. There was about six tons of arms in the

unioading into t
(20. Dick was hard put to mind the unloading as some of the lads
were packeting weapans for themselves. In the end, they were all sent
off 10 Sea avnor, 0O).( 0t t{wr No. 1 “F!‘.'[lli" Ihey were
received there by Dan Gleeson ind others, and they transferred them
in vans northwards. 1 cannot say if they staved on this side of the
Border, but it seems likelv thev w on over. Which only goes to show
vV NONE Ol us expected oflict: we imported guns and we sent them
irth H_ll"\:_' D¢ I i wil war we would have held

the Second Southern
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concerned in the plan to sail Gunther Schuetz!

hm]u tully to bring back Frank Ryan. It was not a ver v sound idea. but
Sean McCool was Chief of Staff at the time

7) out of Bray, and

s oneccar 'l\ Wi rlll-! ’0
liked to bring Ryan home. McGuinness and his thi

al men were arrested before the Dingle fi

crew ol
hing smack could set sail
appears 1t was leaked out through the purchase of the boat. or as a

the dining-car attendant — on the

result of the arrest of a courier

Belfast/Dublin train. As a result of this involvement, he received a
long sentence from the special Court which was served in A
but was released shortly after the war ended

After that he operated a coasting

untjoy

schooner around here, though 1
never ran into him again. Then on a journey from Wexford to
in a sou’caster pale. the boat and crew. including MeGuinness

lost. Of cou there are those who say he will turn up vet.

I met Collins only once after the Treaty

' was spending a lot of time
in Dublin now where there

was a considerable amount of argument

2OINg on among ourselves on the Republican

side. This argument
carried on bemween Dick
Mulcaby. O'Duffy, Gearowd O'Sullivan and Sean MacM ihon on the

centred upon the negotiations beinp
Free State side with our men. Liam Lvnch Rory O'Connor, Eai
O'Malley and Sean Movlan, about control of the two armies. t
they could be merged in

an
o see il
asingle unit. There was also the private issue
of membership of our Army Executive. which had declared itself
independent of the Dail. After the Army Convention in April. 19221
was placed upon the sixteen-man Executive.(8) As a result of that, |
vas spending a long time in Dublin where I did not want to be

| met Collins shortly after May 20th when a P

torces had been announced. Hi
‘ :
¥

4acl petween our two
c was as fnendly as ever, although h
(new | was on the other side. You have a right pack of blackguards in
Dungarvan. warnied (o run me and my larry over the quay. He

reterrineg to a { ¢l

was
ection boisterousness of a few davs previous
when some Republican lads tried to drive the lorry on which he was

peaking over the | He told me that he was setting up the ( vic
Guards. Would I give him a hand? | could have a high place in it. No.
sald, in a friendly wav. 7 mist try [0 fix up s rift first. Whichev
gel the most arms iy the side that will emeree top dog but I don
o come to that
tur _“\ffu whaols
could not \'."Iw!l‘ il
We found it ha

I'l \l lea 1\

e menl knew who were now or

yunderstand how a great Irish Irelander ik

aceept ¢ oty that save away six of
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counties and that allowed the exercise of only limited sovereignity over

he other twenty-six. 1 knew him well in those years. He came here to

earn Irish in Ring College. Many an ¢vening he came here. We would

e back the roc gether, and we would talk about everything

ry extreme in support of things Irish. He was later Chief

I sat in at many of the meetings [ attended in Dubhin, He

sh, wore Irish-made suits and boots, and bought only lrish
whenever he could. All his letters carried halfpenny stamps only

postage that time was a penny and a halfpenny. If youw buy only

halfpenny stamps, he said, the British post office has less profit

Naturally I wore as much Irish as I could, but I never inquired where

ny shirt came from, as long as it was decent. Then there was Collins

1

]
Vien were carried away by the slogan: What's good enough for Mick

I
!
Collins, is good enowgh for me. But it was not the time for sloganising,
when the future of a whole nation was at stake
A frer the Civil War broke out, and the patiern of the struggle on our
side defmed itself as one of gue 1 ». 1 did what T could to
maintam the organisation around ¢ had three good columns of
iround fiftéeen men each, which maintained their positior
the cease-fire. There Nire
Vallev. a very pood crowd. There was Tom Keating's column on the
of the Comeraghs. He was killed a few days after Liam Lynch
1y there was Paddy Curran’s column. They rescued one of their
wounded volunteers from an armed guard in the hospital. It might not
have gone well for im as he had been i the Free State Army and left
'hev took him out over a very high wall
Their morale was good up to the end, but the trouble was that the
afraid or had been turned against them. They had no
y had nothing, they were outcasts. Clerical and Church
was raised against them at influenced the womenlolk,
ept our own loval followers. We had the situation here even where
mains of the father of the local commandant, Mike Mansfield
» refused admitiance nto the chapel. Men lost the will to resist in
the face of this. There was the case of Mrs, Holvroyd-Smith, who
resided that time in Ballinatray House, which is a very nicely placed
te in the estuary of the Blackwater. We had done a turn for her in
period before the Civil War in connection with a robbery that took
lace at her house. She expressed gratitude lor this, ff [ can do

anything for you, she said, please let me know. The Civil War was on

1e months now, and the jails were crowded. Two Volunteers, Mike
serald and Pat O'Reilly were arrested about October in
iore, They were taken to Waterford where there were some

is already. some of whom, like these lads, had been caught

ms. We were told that their lives could be in danger. We went to
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Late October 1920. The hearse bearing Terence MacSwiney leaves Southwark Cathedral
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Republicans, los

There

still up us, So : mber decided that they would
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strike 1e Army outside were very much ¢
prisoners decided they would. 1 was six weeks on
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avoided me. [ think my existence was a reminder of defeat. After ten
ycars my wife died, so 1 had to try to bring up the small family as wel

And though we part in sorrow,
Still Sean O Duibhir a chara

Our prayer is: God save Ireland
And pour blessings on her name
May her sons be true when needed
May they never feel as we did

For Sean O Duibhir a gleanna.
We're worsted in the :-__‘im)v

Still there was much o be done, paolitically, | mean. The mere fact of
defeat made it more necessary than ever that we stand together. |
resumed my contacts with Moss Twomey, with the remnants, with the
old guard. One of the stories | have to tell concerns some funds we had
here. The former quartermaster had joined the Free State. He knew
there was some money in the bank — lodged in my name — belonging
to the Brigade. He told his new masters and they froze it, In 1932, Sean
MacBride arrived here to tell me that the order under which it was held
had expired. He set 1o work, although he was only a law student at the
tme. Along with Michael Comyn, 8.C., we took an action in the High
Court agamnst the Government, De Valera's government, for recovery
of the funds. We won. We recovered nearly £20.000. T handed it
straight over to the Movement, and that, [ hope. put it over a very
difficult phase, when there was not much money about. You had the
great depression in America at that time; all our fellows were on the
rocks. For that reason. as [ say, it was particularly welcome to the
Movement. We were poor then ourselves; [ had not a bob, but | paid
my own way up and down from Dublin for the court hearing. I would
not taxe a cent from them. Alright, said Moss, we'll give vou a receipt
so. There and then Moss had one typed out, while Sean MacBride sent
me a letter of thanks

Looking back now, who are the other personalities that stand out in
my memory? One that | lf!t‘rllghl was outstanding was Paddy McGrath
of Dublin, who was executed in September, 1941. 1 first got to know
him on the tunnel in Mountjoy in the autumn of 1923, We were great
friends. He was a most ingenious fellow. extremely clever with his
hand. He had unly one, but it was extraordinary what he could do with
it, He showed that at that time by his ability 1o open locks and remove
covers. which enabled us to enter the roof-space in Mountjoy.(14) He
was extremely plucky and courageous.

Sean Russell | knew well too, If the truth must be told, I would have
to compare him with Cathal Brugha, very sincere, but not so easy to
n with. You would not open up to him readily, nor he to you. Tom

Barry, in everybody’s mind he presented the popular picture of an




[ R.A. ma {e was a great soldier in every way, but then again, he
had the advant: ol experience, which none of us had, and which we
were only gaining m action. He could take a dozen lads and make
soldiers of them. He was a tradesman, and that was his trade. As well
1s that he had a damned good head. In recent times with some people

falling over backwa be pro-k

dritish, Tom came out with some

| notice was taken of them because of who

Tom Barrys, who were
rather oversh: d by here was the O.C. of the Eastern
Division 1. | remember gomg down to meet him with
Maire Com rd, a sound man he was too

‘(I'HE‘\':'I'.’.‘\',,‘ i X ‘
1942, in Portlaoise, and
He was a sound judge laracte recal
ain man to him, a man whom 1 thought
i Wha is he? Well, don't trust him. He was 1 1ight, too,
although this chap was a stranger to him, vet well known to me. He was
executed for the alleged shooting of an informer, who, of course. in
view of the murky Stephen Haves/de Lacey affair, mav not have been
an informer. But the authorities of that time, De Valera and Gerald
Boland. were determined to eet Plant. When the case against
collapsed becau the nen, avern and Walsh, witl
withdrew their stat nis, e was put on trial ag
Military Court. That court of Army officers
sentence, namely acquittal or death. To make assurance doubly st
hey issued an Emergency Powers Order (Order 139) which allowed
them to read statements by in staiements a I!.':'ﬁ dly made to the
police.(15)

a7

NO one would [‘\‘ Hy i the Plant story now, that it could

happen. Nor would anyone believe the story of the churchmen her

who refused to admit t remams of an old man because his son was
1|
i

still fighting in the Civil ar with the I.R.A. But of course that

happened, and | am sure it is not only in Waterford that it happened
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was born in 1897 at Killult ne ~alcarragh, Co.

Donegal. My father was Charles; he died at the 180 thirty si
|

eaving my mother Mary, with seven of us to rear as best she could
{ ):rl_\ onc of us, my sister, emigrated, which I suppose is unusual for
such a relatively large family. My mother, whose maiden name wa
McHugh, was a pood manager; she built up our small farm. and :
In that wa € Were hll bus

was the voungest in the family
the Movement came to full flower
connected with it, alth I wa the only one i our family who
was so dentified. My brother Donal who was a Commandant in
First Northern Division. was also i t. He spent some tir
Mountjoy, before the ru and was involved in g
there, when he got badly beaten up and had his nos:

Hlosest triends. He was eventually

state and imprisoned in the Curragh, where

My mother was a great old Re ; she encouraged us i1
wiy; she taught us our histor | the time preaching freedom and
independence fro Engl When Donal and myself were arrested
by the St { shce {1¢ blv alone Il]‘\‘_\ used to raid her WCeK alier

great dog: it used to look after her like a Christiar

WORD
the Easter Week Insurrection came 10 us in Donegal
ght; a flash that was short lived. but it drove us into the

yrganisations, that up to that time scarcely existed in our part. The

Volunteers were orgamsed for the first time. The threat of

Conscroption came, and | remember well we all w e ames down
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igainst it in the porch of our church, That would be April 1918, when

!
we signed the pledege. Leslie Price Bean de Barra came 1o our

part some time after that to orgamse the first Cumann na mBan in that

irea. In later years | knew her and her three brothers Eamonn. Charlie

nd Michael Price extremelv well

[ came to look for a job in Dublin early in 19; [t wa :n that |
became

House, in Oakley Road — Pearse’s old place — it would be impossible

ctively mvolved in things: having flat in Cullenswood

ecome mvolved. I lived there with my sister. Mrs. Pearse and
Fhey were poorly off at that time. Our circle included
McCarthy, Sheila Humphreys, Maire Comerford, Fiona
Plunkett and Phyllis Ryan. later Mrs. Sean T. O'Kelly. Our
headquarters at that time was in Dawson Street. The White Cross had
in office next to us, which was very handy, because they we re alwaysin
15. Mrs. Eamonn Cednnt and Dan Breen's sister-in-law.
were incharge of it. Our main work was to act as couriers
ns, going all over the place on our bicycles. This we
the tashions were long at that time and police checks

ent upon girls
y arrested by the Tans at a place called Ballagh, in
Roscommon, where [ had a little house to mvself. They came first
ey raided, and [ said, thanks be to God, they're evidently not
irrest me. | was not as careful as | should h e been: | should
1ade off there and then, because they came again the next
ning at 4 a

barracks in Roscommon. I shall never forget how cold it was. It was the

and this time they held me. 1 was brought into a

first of January, 1921

\ ind their method of cleaning out the cell was to
take buckets of freezing water in and swill them around the floor. It
was then swept out with a yard-brush. Was | glad when eventually |
was sent on to Mountjoy where | was cha petore a field-general
[ [t was presided over by three mili ary officers, They

L0 One vear's imprisonment for activities prejudicial to

ence of the Realm. They had 201 no arms nor docum tsupon

been working

ok very good care of that, but they knew
the Volunteers. I had been in Roscommon ostensibly organising
gue, and as all the Volunteers were interested in the
e it was a good cover. I had been there for si months,
| from Dublin. Our O.C. was Pat Madder 2y were a good
il of them remained anti-Treaty afterwards.
umann na mBan there. and of ¢
t's sister. He often came by my cotts e, and would leave
) if he was going someplace where he felt he ought not
>

g them. [ suppose [ was under the microscope of the R.1.C.. being

ranger and hooking around everywhere on my bicycle. [ used carry




s mto Roscommon town or north t
row shaves. Travelling at night vou had «

nab you easily as they m

1IN someone eise ’s posession.,

was fairly tough that ti in ti Jov, with only four

exercise, and a lock up at half past four. We had no light in ourcell in
the short ey ] 1 summer came, it was the most glorious

:"';‘\'.“‘L:'-‘E"\]‘,'. ere were about

imncluding Eileen McGrane she had

ind some girls from the south

a tinv piece of

of
meat twice a week, and

a thin soup. They came to your door
\ > ordinary female prisoners car ying these
V two-lier ti ans that never seemed quite clean. with the s
sitting on top, mwhi vas your tea, soup, cocoa or whateve
| ine was place
placed itupona |
er stool. If vou were
rwise you had nothing to read but the
of those and a tr: Or two m every cell
me that still prevails
ibtful virtues of English puritanis
in
n only when they came accompanied by
warder to ¢ ( chapel o unday, but
-»;Iv;\|,1|; nem. "«(”H,IL Was no propes

division between us and the or iIry prisoners; they were

was a gashght | I upon the outside with a
wdmitting some light. We m > & protest, and after
the light was bre

[ 'he numbers i jail bui p round 40 women and girls, somqe

Although the Truce was now on for fous
months we had  been released. Only the most important people
TD’s and others like Griffith and Barton, who might take part in

wCIe

z released, and of course people under sentence of death
sean McKeon, had these sentences deferred. (1) We
anvyway. and although I had only a few months to go. | never ¢
looking for a means to ¢scape

of the wardresses with whom | wa
the West, apgreec y take

pssistance 1a

d Dillon from
ers. With hes
inged that

1 rope-ladder would ¢« Halloween




me a num
Precisely at nine o'cl¢ h dde e sailing over
le the other threc ary Bur ia Kearns and May
she was Father Sweetman’s housekeeper ed it Linda
sentence and had had a rough time in Walton Jail in
Liverpool, so we sent her first. At the top they did not wait for the
ladder to be drawn Ip ar i sent down the outsid iy had minutes
tary would appear. To save timd
twenty-two foot wall, haneing on their
go. When my turn came to climb
back my knuckl
wt | |h",*'.'.\n'|| wnd dr pped down upor
irs awatted us on the ! t irealar

verty, and the othe

A A
viadame
rK1icvICZ
pounds,

remember hep

101 know what to think about th we. We were sure we

anyway. All our s were glued on 1 Plenipoten

n. | went home to Donegal abe he er Novembe:
newspaper this

Lo ¢
your nhat al that

r Britain. N
seemed to wavet
1bout the ack upon the Four Cour
tof weeping. Why should 1t have to en
sh out? | hurried | l made contact
1 My nendas
my first tasks was to bring a despat ym | to Liam
| He had been Comman f 1l d Western
‘an struggle. |1 went down by trai wnd brought my

| had no clue

Yo you think I could ind Pill

1

258, and [ was afraid to ask anybody sday | went mto a
country pub and general store. | sat down to sip a glass o

[} 0 bo oo y hile 11t / [
nade. 'll sit here for a while ght, and work out what I should
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While we were in the ‘Joy 1 heard some of the vollevs, on the other
ide of the wall, that were killing my friends. The bottom was falling

out of my world, I had lost all desire to escape; for days I went around
unable to speak to anyone. We had not thought it was our boys: we
thought it must be an arms practice. but then a wardress from the west
f Ireland broke it to me

Margaret Skinnider was one of those in with me; she had been out in
1916 1n St. Stephen’s Green with the Citizen Army. and had been
wounded then.(2) In January, 1923, all of us were moved to the North
Dublin Union, a vast barracks of a place and very cold. I was released
cventuaily, nearly a year later, in December, in time just to make my
way home to Done gal forChnstmas. Was my mother glad and relieved
see me again: so many awful things had happened in the meantime
My sister now had a house in Clareville Road, in Rathmines. |
returned to her. She had a job, and kept a few boarders; [ had none
nor could I find any, so we both lived frugally. We did not starve. but
could we throw a party. If you wanted to travel anywhere you

walked or cyeled; vou made clothes last longer, and when they were
n out, you p started in 1930, |

> 10 Joe McGrath and told him I had no job. He invited me to

i, Like a lot of other Republicans, 1 got my first steady iob

He was a rough customer, bul good at the back of it all

MANN NA MBAN

Meanwhile, after I was released, | returned to Cumann na mBan. |

remember one night shortly after, we were in the Mansion House at a
Cosgrave meeting. | had this bundle of leaflets, so I went upstairs
moved along until I was over the platform, whereupon [ sent the whole
lot cascading down. | was arrested and spent a night in the Bridewell
Altogether | was in jail three times in the late twenties on various
ges of not beinga lady, although [ never claimed to be one. and it is

too late to start now. As an example of that, our office in Dawson
Street, was sealed by the police. 1 said to Sheila Humphreys: we have
g0t to pet our stuff out of there. This is going on much too long. But what
Il yvou do? You justwait, 1 said, I threw myv shouldes igamstit, and it

It was about that time that we made our rounds of the

fton Street shopkeepers who were flying Union Jacks in the
celebration of the Tailtean Games, in August, 1928. We saw no reason
why they should fly the English flag. Still we were nice and civil when
we called. We would try persuasion. I can recall this lassie, somewhere
the Chatham Street corner; nothing would persuade her.  will not

it down, she sad. Alright then, on your own head be it. Next

yrning, early, I was down there, and | smashed her window with a big




The Union Jack quickly disappeared. On another
great big Union Jack was flying over
n

148 Lhey thought

this \1:!")" in Da
ging the hall-door bell ¢
I had some business pstairs. Going to the first
(loor, I opened a window and quickly released the r pe
pavement nd wi

enier oy n

DAV 0 should it fall beside but Hannah Sheehy-
Skeffineton vho was staring up at it. Was I glad to see her. She rolled
it up .HZ(.‘ ook with her. We made a bonfire of it and others. at a
Connell Street later addressed by Mrs

nne, Bob Briscoe and others However we lost

of our Cumann na mBan activitics a t time 1Y26-1929
1pon |

» might be sitting upon political cases. Oui
each of them making the best case we could for
guilty.(3) Of course the government of W._ 1

mtimidation. They shifted away from the

1 O Justice by mtroducing a Juries Protection Bill

ney was the Minister for Justice : of him Col Maurics
) as far as I can see, the Minister is out for a

nne ngnidrreciion o pre duce mrder and outrage

It provided for the total anonvmits
10 make its passage e}

bogus threate

i

€ Sent to businessmen in Dublis

» y > 4 A {
\n Phoblacht were seized: Madam

¢ MacBride was arrested for
Six months. Meanwhile Sean w !

and was held five
ths ¢ being juitted. (4)
A while before this in October 1924 [ was sent into the Sis ounties
lectioneering for Sinn Fein, although [ was never a member. We had
Speakers so we (0 spread the talent we had as thinly as

Very foolishly I sent Mary MacSwiney to ( vokstowrn. Imagine

McAleer's hotel in Dungan
bvanOrange mob. I feltsosor:

but we had not

though | had no respec
Oathn order to enter Leinster House
the Treaty and 1 ards

But they chose not

0

1 sincere nice lad: ready

when his-remains were | rought homse
from esder ¢ staved with my sister in Clarevil ¢ Road for mor
than a 16 ter coming there, s 4 one evening,

which [ refusec lever knew what made
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sour looking Eithne, now I know, He
‘ humour like that, One of |

nt 2ditor «

n MclLoughlin, Moss’s future
and presented me with a big bar of chocolate
wsent: so was Donal O'Donoghue Donal was
[ would classify him as & moderate., | SUppose,

Frank Rvan who were ready for anvthing. Donal was

Boveott campaign later, and editor of An Phoblacht

igenda then was the steadily increasing coercion

N |

| puoted by his police chiefs Neligan and Eoin
ind what we could do 1
0 discussed, but I cannot reca ch of that now
ernard O°
that on
nough ay ° it the house, becaust
iround together
remained anti :aty and was imprnisoned, and conu
*d to the Dublin Brigade [.R intil the mid thirties. The mid

those of us who had
been in the struggle, were approaching forty at that time. We had not

much tume left that we could effectively give the Movement
Anvway, to return to Saor Eire. O'Duffy en sent by Cosgrave
tour of the bishops, They obligingly issue rabble-rousing

oral condemning it. But of

wolved in the Bass Bove
pOSICTS and painting stenct 1pon
! arested once in O'Connell Street with a friend of
['hey brought us along to the Bridewell and held
1 month. [t1s a filthy place as you know

ney was a great lady, very much

and a sound Republican, We were ney tuck for a

whilke she was a u Likewise oo Hannal Sheehy

n. She was a great chara rand tull ol humour, Give he
ina Shi '\‘.--|<]l{ COMm« ,-i‘.-; yvpel HNYWHOTre ‘ r yvou \\‘h,frl
Armagh Jail in Februan Y33, Moss Twomey
her at Dundalk
> tramn and thy

ik to for







grace to our national honouor; o the depraved In
ming it, and to the members of the present Governm
fly against Irish 1
We member Cumann na mB assembled in Conventior
ipology 1o the ru Nortl South of this partittioned la
freehorn Inshwome that reaty 1 the I Parbhament ol
1otk of unity os
and the Charter ol
wd where, according o

partitioned Ulster, and it is sheer
prosperity, inside or outside the
Partition are torm to shreds and !
i Easter 16, ¢ Y e equal i and  equal

where th

the Pro -
£Ne rociama

opportunities for all the people, irrespective of creed Or class an Irel
workers by immported or native capit dists will be ruthlessly

oitation of Insh
an Ireland where those who have always borne the brunt of the struggle

e

extermi d
for freedom will raise the flag of the Workers' Repubhic, and put an end for all time to

that state of chaos and sodial disorder which is holding our people in unnatural bondage
! |

he Blueshirt orgunisation in Ireland s 5 regt a menace (o the Republican

sf Htaly, or the Brownshirts of

Movement and to the Irish workers ;
Cermany are in thelr ri '*5!"‘r\l‘\41"ﬂ'r""




General view of Upton Station.
Commdt T. Kelleher points 1o the exit through which the mortally wounded Pat O'Sullivan, Battalion Engineer,
crawled, still firing at the enem)
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October 1921, Griffith, Art O'Brien, Collins and others of the Irish delegation arrive at 10 Downing Street
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2nd Northern Division, IRA

My father's name was Dan, or Daniel if you prefer My mother’s
name was Catherme McMenamin. She was born in Derry, in
Waterside. My father came from Shroove, up at Inishowen Head. one
of the most northerly parts of Ireland. My father was a pilot on the
Foyle River; it was a sort of a semi-official job: one that was regarded
as quite good at that time. He had no interest in politics; he did not
even know what Home Rule was.

I was born in January 1899, in the village of Shroove. We moved to
Derry city in 1914, My father had been transferred to the port which
was then developing a big trans Atlantic and cross channel trade. The
lirst thing that inspired me was my reading. | can remember how
tascinated I was when 1 read T.D. Sullivan's Story of lreland. Others
that I remember now were William Bulfin’s Rambles in Eireann.
portions of Jail Journal, Speeches from the Dock and Knocknagow
I'hey gave me an insight into the Fenian Movement. I can recall
reading too about the Famine, the breaking of the van in Manchester
and the story of the Erin’s Hope and the Catalpa. 1 read too about the
heroes of an earlier age, Jimmy Hope, Henry Joy and Waolfe Tone. |
cannot now understand how those books came into my hands because |
did not buy them; they were already in the home, all of which makes it
hard to understand when I think of how unpolitical my father was.

That was the way we came to live here in Elmwood Terrace. on the
Lone Moor Road, which fringed the Bogside. There were eight
altogether in our family, six boys and my parents. | had been at the
r\‘”lnli]l;ll School in Shroove; when [ came to Derry I was sent to the
Chnstian Brothers ohortly alter that the Volunteers were founded in
Dublin. Young and all as | was [ soon joined them when they reached
Derry. However, I must have found myself in Redmond's Volunteers
because | remember leaving them and joining the Irish Volunteers
which turned out to be the only one worth joining
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[he only man | canremember coming to address us from Dublin was
a man called Herbert Moore Pim. He was an officer in the Yolunteers
igamst whom an expulsion order was made prior to 1916, He
addressed us in the old Bogside, setting out what our aims and
objectives were. There were about twentyfive of us present in the
Shamrock Hall, situated right beside the slaughter house.

| cannot remember receiving any notice about ‘‘manoeuvres’ for
Easter Sunday 1916, My senior officers may have got a notice like that
but we knew nothing of it, and of course Derry played no part in the
Rising. Several men were interned afterwards. Funny enough 1 felt
when | read about it that they had acted too quickly in view of all the
confusion. | thought it would have been better to have waited a wee
while longer. John Fox, Willie and Paddy Hegarty, Eamonn
McDermott, Paddy Shiels, Eddie Duffy, and a few more were lifted
from here. Eamonn worked in-a coal office and was the father of Dr
Donal McDermott. Paddy Shiels and Paddy Hegarty were very active
afterwards.

We had become the Irish Republican Army now, but I must admit it
brought no great rush to the colours as far as Derry was concerned
Conscription i April 1918 brought many in but they did not stop in

['here was very little activity subsequently in Derry, unlike what it is
today. The city was never really nationally minded. Even in 1920 ] can
remember a British Army football team. the Dorsetshires, played a
local team, the Ashfields. That would be inconcewvable today. The

nlv activity I can remember was a Sergt, Higgins who was shot dead
}

oming out of St Eugene’s Cathedral later on, in 1921, | think; | had
art 1in that. An active service unit was then organised; as far as |
know 1t was mtended for action in Donegal. The famous Charlie
McGuinness was in charge, Dominic Doherty was a member; so also
was John Kennedy, nick-named Lip, Tommy McGlinchy, Pat Moore
nd others. Georee and Alice McCallion were very ‘1\'!V..;|un_ but the

e not in that unit. The unit never got domng very much, however, as
rwere rounded up in Donegal and conveved back here ina
warship called the Wasp. They were put into Ebrington
litary Barracks, and Charlic McGuinness escaped from there. It was
s feat for him to do so. He was a tramed seaman, his father being
of the Carriglea. The sea wasin his blood, and of course he ‘\';«L\
to commence now those successful gun-running "‘.['l'”'\

about which you have heard from others.{1)

However, as [ said, things were very quiet here. There were very few
attacks on the police, no attacks at all on soldiers within the citv. no
buildings blown up, no ambushes, nothing like that, Derrvin ['-_jt)‘_ was
very much a contented or loval — whatever way you like t« put it

naval base. The sort of things we read about in the South. even in Co
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Even when
which vou could do only fitfully | dream of food
d potatoes, chicken, bacon and cabbage, tl ort of thing somi

On November 23rd. envovs arrived from
strike. | was very glad. Commdt
ur camp There were other death

nost of the others was out again

ind try to resume my life

1€, and one that appealed to me

S @ seaman yined a boat here, crossed the Atlantic, and
next couple of ye 1t up and e American coast
States, the West Indies, al, Uraguay, and the

to know all of the great seaports of these countries
d down in Philadelphia, New York. and

[ could not get used to the idea of living anvwhere

Ireland, in Derry as’'a matter of fact. So about 1928, |

was still working, a
| was lucky therefore as i
need knocking at doors
e ["‘(&';L- vere thes sold tea as wel
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There was a mini round up in Belfast prior to Christmas 1938, which
showed, as far as | was concerned, that the Stormont government had
some mtimation that something was afoot. They made no move in
Derry however, Then in January 1939, tl
their ultimatum to Lord Halifax

he. sound n

e Army Council presented
the British Foreign Secretary, which

ind High Church that he was — he wrote a

book of
ghost stories you know

msisted on 1gnoring. Of course the bombs
went off, in London. i Manchester, in Liverpool and other places

I'he outbreak of the European War in September put an end very
largely, to the few squibs we had. The rest of the action clearly was
T"i“i to be here. but we were ill !\i.‘;":_'x_’lf [OT 1L,

I was picked up on May 23rd 1940. | had been arrested earlier and
charged on the first of April with incitement, or something like that
Nil meas agam ar an gcuirt seo,(4) 1 said to the magistrate. ! see no
eason for amusement, he rephed sourly. Perhaps that is why they are

Day, | answered. | was
course [ knew 1t would be only a matter of time till they got me on
something else. Well, as vou know, there is no answer to internment. If
they don't like you they can always intern you.

I was lodged first in the old jail for about three

irving me on All Fools icquitted then, but of

brought then to the prison ship A/ Rawdah, on Strangford Lou;

was no cruise liner I can tell you. We were

there for about cighteen
months; then we

were transterred to Crumlin Road Prison. Belfast.
where | remamed with hundreds more until August 194
months after the war ended in Europe. We were 1

S, that is, fous
leased then. | was
married of course in 1931, and had a growing family. but that would

make no difference to the authorities here
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O’Hagan

of Newry and Dundalk.

Cumann na mBan

Margarer Francis Russell Bovd was born in 1899 in Newrv. Her
parents were business people and like most business people they lived
above their shop in the main street (on the site of the present
Woolworths) of that town

My family’s name was Boyd. My great erandfathe: was
Presbyterian. They carried on — and still do — g successful hardware
business in another premises in the same street. The children of my
great grandiather used to walk with him to church on Sundavs. They
were Catholic. Close by their ways would part. He would 20 towards
his church and they would proceed into theirs. The religious divide was
not as marked then as it has since become

My father Andrew Boyd inherited the hardware business. He met
Agnes Grimshaw, a pram manufacturer of Liverpool. sometime in the
late eighties. Despite the English sounding name. she was in fact Irish
Her mother and father were from outside Neé wry. They had emigrated
to Liverpool where they set up in pram manufacturing and in time
became quite wealthy. My mother remained involved in the business
and retained her connections with Liverpool. There were six children
in our family, three boys, two of them died young, and three girls. My
eldest sister Mary Morrow, is eighty eight, still » ery much alive and
head of Cumann na mBan in Killvleigh. near Downpatrick

My father died when we were young. I only barely remember him
My mother took over the business and ran it successfully. We all

enjoyed a very comfortable childhood. We were all reared well and
sent to the best schools. We spent part of our holidays in Omeath,
where we had a weekend home. There was a rail connection at that
time around the peninsula; ten minutes brought you from our house in
Newry to a small village that wis still part of the Gaeltacht. We
attended the college there to learn Irish. Eoin MacNeill was one of our
teachers along with Peadar O Dubhtha and others.
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run attacks g pre
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us more
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Evervthing seemed bright and rosy than: now

her's throats

1ad a great

Moss was the
O'Donnell too: yes, I liked Peadar. | did not pay
yeome of his theories but [ loved his droll humour; he

n and Mick Kelly: |

attention i« was SO
vffhand and gav. I really enjoyed him. Jim Killet
vs link them. They staved too. I remember welcoming them when
abg ];H[v\ufll;,‘m ¢ in Belfast in 194
in sell: ves. | knew him well. My husband left him to the boat
the last time he left Ireland. Frank Ryan too; he came a few tim
: Gilmore: he was very straight, Charlie and Harry also. Of

se many of these people simply came to meetings. and they

LU

ted again as swiftly. Sometimes vou would get a chance to strike
iaintance: more often you saw them briefly while serving a

{ the chance of making any real acquaintanceship was lost
We were raided often of course. First by the military and Tans, Later
3 the Oriel House gang, the Broy Harniers, the
ranch. every sort of policeman, uniformed and subversive,
think of. Nothing of value was ever found by them, and |

cannot remember that anyone was ever arrested. | was never arrested

nvself in the !x‘nn:l that I am sj ng of. It was left to Frank

and Gerald Boland to intern me one evening in 1941, It was the

wav that they did it that made me despise them. I was in the house with
i

Idren when they arrived. We want you for a few moments at the
said. 1 did not disbelicve them, though perhaps that was
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foolish on my part. I left the children there and stepped into the car. It
never stopped until we passed through the double gateway of
Mountioy. My mother was alive then. She came to Dublin ;1[;Ll.\;|::_1
everything across the table 1o De Valera. He knew her of course.,

because he had staved in her house in Newry

Meanwhile I was in with about twenty other girls and women. My

own daughter was there. So also was Fiona Plunkett; she was a sweet

person, vivacious and lively, and very artistic. Maeve Phe
there; Noneen Brugha, a wondertul person; | s very fond of her
Cathleen and Mary Mulready from Mullingar were there, two of the
Staunton girls, Mary and Maeve.

'he girls had to fight before 1 came for proper political treatment
We were interned. We had not been convicted of anvthing, so in the
end they had to acknowledge it. Sean Kavanagh was the Governor,

been real tough, I

and not the worst, I must say. He could have
remember him coming to my cell one morning 1o tell me of the
execution of a great friend of mine Ritchie Goss. Ritchie had stayed so
often with us.

Finally in 1943, 1 was released. Pack up, said Kavanagh, bustling
into my cell, you are going. I cannot see the last of you soon enough
The city was scarcely awake when I was outside on the |

woman agam

REFERENCES

Dablin on Fet

1 ‘ount Plunkett, De Valera and Griffith
he former in Lincoln, from whicl ap
ind the latt Cloucester from which he was released in March 1y

snty-four members were preses st of t sthers being imprisoned. 1t is said that

had De Valers and Griffith been present the affirmation of a Re li¢ might no
been so definite; the two elder statesmen might have shirked the constramnts of w
Valera was later to refer to as a strmtjacket, P. S, O'Hegarty in his Histary of Ireland

wpports th




James
McEIlduff

- :.'/’.'u.'vl:

‘arthern Division,

name was Brian McElduff, from thus are
the old historic heart of Ulster into whi h the Gael retreats
1608. and from which they continued to raid the planter peopie ol the
lowlands. Tt is the country of Dean Brvan McGurk(1) and of Sean
Bearnagh. the rapparee of Altmore, and in more recent LMes of
loseph McGarrity and Christy Meenagh. In a long poem McGarrity in

exile recalled the local characters:

Oh where is Mickey McElduti

Who used to make St. Brigid's crosses,
Or Gaster Roe so stout and rough

Who bought and sold the saddle horses,
Brave Fenian Christy Meenag!

With many younger men,

Made many a Pecler quake with fear

In highway and in glen

My mother’s name was Mary Slaine, a real Tyrone name She was a

quiet hardworking woman, like many of the country people around

these parts I was born in 1898 and learned all my history from my
father. He used tell us of the famine, the black '47; that was the year
that Carrickmore Church was built. The labourers on it had only a
oruel of milk and porridge to work on Ihey hand lifted the stones on
to a timber scaffold and they worked all day for a shilling

| was seventeen when the Easter Week nsing occurred. It was a
tremendous shock to me because | had never expected anything like
that to happen. I thought any chance ol fighting the English was over
and done with long ago | was not involved in anything myself although
there were people around here who were. They had been told to gather
in Carrickmore, W hen word arrived on Easter Sunday that it was all

off. Those that had come 1n from outsige went home again
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car. and placed it under his head. Are vou a Catholic, he said.

bent down and commenced to recite an Act of Contrition. £ an . St
am, murmured the injured peeler. The policeman recovered and later
we learned that he was a Protestant. Perhaps he tho ghtit was the best

of his {‘Ll‘\ iaving fallen into our hands. to have a sudden conversion

DOON'S (

I want to tell you now about the burning of Doon's Creamery. near
Cookstown. on the morning of the Truce. v 11t 21. The Tans
were burning creameries in the south belonging to the people. As a
reprisal it was decided that we in Ulster should burn som heirs. Wi
had to go through a very hostile district to do the job. We had to get in
quick and we had to get out quick. We comandeered this old lorry
belonging to McCullagh of Greencastle the night before. We needed
another vehicle so we took the car of an old ?:ﬂ.. called Quinn who
used to drive

the priest to Creggan chapel. Quinn had been cessed five
!
pounds by the IRA as a tax which he had refused to pay. We therefore

had no compunction about comandeering his car. The Dunnamore
unit approached the driver; give us the key, said one, as they climbed
i, They took itoverto € regean, and as there were still a few davs togo
they butlt it into a stack of turf and left it there until the day of the raid
Movineg off early they intercepted a policeman on a motor cycle
heading for Omagh with despatches. l'aking him prisoner, they put
him in the back of the car and drove to Dunnamore. | remembet
Charhie Daly was in charge. He was in the front car with a heavy gun,
the lanvard of which was around his arm. | was in the next ¢car with a
tellow called Lvnn., an awful wild man. He went to America after. We
arrived at the qme re was an RIC barracks nearby but we
knew abx tha t was already 10,30 in the mornmg: there was now
only an hour and a half to go before the Truce. At that minute a Tan
came out and walked across towards us. Christ, said 1. woudd you look
at the ol | blazed at him and he stuck up s two arms
Dunnamore unit was with us. McKenna from that group went down to
1 scutch mill, loaded up the old straw — it is casily ignited —into one of

he cars and brought it back. Frank Curran went up to the manager

B man. Pur therm up, said he, roughly. The manager retreated into a

~'(‘( vH'i.\ curran nreg I’]‘!“.:‘x.‘:.l" vy into lf'; 1|.l‘)1 He went ;I:C‘Z
and found him crouched behind an ail tank. Come our. said he,
voing io buerm the place, and we don't want vou to Lo up with it
was a double barrell shot gun there which Frank took with him

We unharnessed the carts that were lined up at the creame
pushed them out on the road to | a barricade while we we

['he old flax and evervthing that was combustible was
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MeCullaghs of

{ the nicht we called into ol
it Sulchin, We had never been in th use before bu
lady thought she knew us. We he een walking in the dark
o ouide for Dunnamore when the rain overtook us Boys, said he,
Voo any further., but thisis a safe house here. Old Mrs. Mulgrew
Rosary in a4 corner when we arrived in. God bless you
10 d ‘-‘]4 FOSC, 1'..')‘,' praving ) gusmee '-r‘\',’l-r,‘, Vou
Only somebody is praving
we would end up. The son was
bed butlt into a rece
11t a cilteach) ‘
it vour hand Jimmy, sal S il Lk
e chair. Lazzie was his Parabe lum -" { rcornered,
ve will et an / e can. 1f we niteeraway sell itas dear as
With that ater decended upon us, and We
Mulerew recite a prayer for us as she retired
lanned an ambush near Carrickmore, but forreasons
t never came to anvthing, We were well armed
ctuff. We were in Slaines of Granagh, and wert
1 place called Lignashannon. to meet tnother group
wat were there. Joe O'Rourke from Stewartsown, and a
alled MeGurk. and an ex-airman and ¢w more. The
heard violent shooting. We did not Know what was
! soon learned that six Volunteers had b
when a couple of Crossley tenders tried 1
Both parties opened up on cach other [here w:
fight across the heather and
nded. He was carried on and left

aen ur der some straw A '_\fl-'-\'. up party i police

arched the house, They found Hagan. He turned King

wardas .zH(l e away evervinimeg i ¢ KNcw ._"w ut the
sine, Needless to say they hel

vave had something to say t

Y NArrow cscape in this house
n Athscrubbagh, ac lhon Commander

Hueh O'Rourke was there too and a fellow called Barney
quartermaster of the b lon. 1 had some feehng about
and the people. I'll not stop

vou eoing Jimmy? [ am g




TAMES McELDI

of my mother's {ives the I'll be alright. (It was just as well for the
house we left was rawded an hour a and O 'Rourke and McCreech
arrested Light, said Sean, | know another house over there too

[ u'.”/:‘d’ \"/’,’)x A\ PH 1‘ DO 2o
| remember I had a document in my pocket, bad luck to 1. It was the
fiagram for a mine that Frank Aiken use [ mdavovle
Viaduct: he used it to blow up a tram or W such i suecessiul
they sent blueprints of it around to the different units. It was an
fcontraption tom 1ke however: it was made from conerete. so
nt1n one bed. the old aunt in another. There was

o married into the family in anothes

came to me. They have
the floor. They had the

over 1it. They came to the roon
|
|

they said rawsed a bit of a row about dist
peacelul people. Looking about them, one of them produced a form;
will vou sign this document that there was no harm done in the house. |

was greatly reheved: [ would, said
!

|
MceCullagh signd xl they departed. It was aclose shave for me. But |

but I am not the proprictor
had a closer one. [twas stll 1922 and they were driving after us hard. |
was with this chap Joe McKenna in McAleers of Athserubbagh. Hie
was from a place called Killucan. near Cookstown. We were thinkine
of makine ¢ . fv father has a mountain, said hes I think it would
bea suitable place. We will go down and see it

We went down on a Saturday. [ borrowed a pick from his brot!
we could not find anvywhere that was right. Curfew came on then
we went into the house. Dan, his brother was an intelligence o
vou are thinking of going back to Athscrubbagh tonight, sa
Out, the nolice are flving arownd Canmlough all dav. They lieabout there

1]

and will '.'hl:‘"l graion ."’ imnamaore after darh P :v:'i( Were comimg in
[ |
|

on thewr ceilll as w I py. Where did v rave the PIck, san

Johnny, his father: [left it over the bog, said L. but UlEthrow it into the

ime kiln where vou'll get it in the morning

We buckled on our equipment and left by the back door. ‘There was

road | | ind a path leading upwards to the right. Which way
now, sad | P v. (Ine s as near ds the other, sawd he. Oh., in that
case, said 1, we will go up the path. 1t was as w ell we did. We went up
and over stile and into y wee field in which there were cocks of hay
Close ')'-_}IvL;‘/, ,:"f:'l'“ saidd N | ‘n‘t"".l,‘.lhll\‘.,\\L”-kr-. not a hundred
vards from the house. when the door H]”Ll\,*l ind | could see t w']l\r“l'
shining on a4 big force of poli ntering. We had eot t only in the
nick of time

We headed on anyway by this loanen(d) tor a place called Cock

the North, when [ say heap in the darkness ahe There is a dai
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clump in that laneway, | whispered to Paddy. It is the cattle, he sai
y
/

e there for coolness. [am not going on, said 1, get over the ditch

and wait. Aswe did so, the lump moved forward, and passed our
ff Wwds more jlcvfil ~

this night, said Paddy. the better. Come on

WINKE we

ICross he pog and up on the /“"l, HVIJ we'll el a lie '!('l"ﬁ We went to

cousin of his. They were just after saving the Rosary. You can

aid one of the girls. Oh, indeed we will not, said Paddy, give

a, and we will stop outside. That night they raided all
iround Cookstown searching for us, but find us they could not. But the
B Specialsand police were everywhere. watching every country house,

noting down ¢ \v'w\w'in":'_ ey were ke pinge us on the run

[HE FREE STATI
['he Treaty had been signed [ive months before in London and we

cnew we had been left out, Qur Brigade went anti-Free State of
course. But with the pressures now on us from all sides it was hard to
keep going. A good number. myself included. went over into Donegal
There [ reported to Charlie Daly and Sean Lehane at MeGarry's
Hotel, Letterkenny. 1 was sent from there to a place called Rockhill 10
do some trammmng. There was another camp in Glenveagh Castle. |
met Peadar O'Donnell and his vounger brother Frank there
Earlier in the Truce period. we had a training camp here, at a place
called Brocderg. where Father McKenna gave us the Parochial Hall
Frank O'Neill’s I,l‘ilt'l was there. and | was o haree. We had two
great companies, Altdrumman and Dunnamore), We took over the
Masonic Hall in Raphoe. Sean Lehane planned a series of attacks with
mines alone the border. | can remember filling them with the war
flour. Sean Lehane came | s, are vou fit for the border, he
am fit. said I. We loaded the mines on this truck. Sray ar Clady, he said
we are attacking Bishmount and will try 1o push on as far as Castiederg

A

Vie and a chap called Ted Devlin went down to Clady, but something

went aniss because the column was nearly surrounded by military men
fr