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January / Eanáir

IE/AL/1917/01. 
Leaflet for  a 1916 
commemoration meeting 
in New York organised 
by Cumann na mBan, 19 
January 1917.

IE/AL/CC/04/11. 
Photograph of ‘American women pickets 
for enforcement of America’s war aims, 
outside their headquarters, Lafayette Hotel, 
Washington before starting for the Senate  
c. 1920.’
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IE/AL/1922/10/01-02.
Letter dated 12 February 1922 
from Caoimhghín Ó hUigín (Kevin 
O’Higgins) to Austin Stack, T.D.

February / Feabhra
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March / Márta

IE/AL/1866/03.
A Mounted $5 Fenian Bond dated 17 March 1866. 
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April / Aibreán
IE/AL/1901/03.
Gaelic Tableaux Vivants 
programme by Inghinidhe 
na hÉireann c. April 
1901. Maud Gonne was 
a prominent member of 
the organisation.

IE/AL/1924/09/01-02. 
Leaflet dated 30 April 
1924 entitled ‘Creating 
Lunatics’ by Maud 
Gonne MacBride, Hon. 
Secretary, Women 
Prisoners’ Defence 
League. 
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May / Bealtaine
IE/AL/IMG/250.
B&W photograph taken at peace 
talks prior to outbreak of Civil 
War, May 1922. Left to right: 
Gearóid O’Sullivan, representing 
Pro Treaty section and Army. 
Dan Breen trying to bring both 
sides together; Seán Moylan 
representing Anti Treaty section; 
Jimmy Breslane.
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June / Meitheamh
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IE/AL/1921/56.
Invitation from the Lord 
Mayor of Belfast to 
Michael Collins.
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July / Iúil
Military Archives

IE/AL/1921/67.
Colour postcard of the Grosvenor Hotel, London. It is autographed 
by Éamon de Valera; Count Plunkett; Erskine Childers; Caitlín Ní 
Chonaill (Kathleen O’Connell); Art Ó Grióbhtha (Arthur Griffith); 
Aibhistín de Staic (Austin Stack); Riobárd Bartúin (Robert 
Barton); Art Ó Bríain (Art O’Brien); L. O’Neill; Lili Ní Braonain (Lily 
O’Brennan). ‘Dining here 15/7/1921.’

IE/AL/CC/04/10.
Photograph dated 13th July 1921 of the delegates for the 
July Peace Proposals in London which were rejected. (Back 
row): Count Plunkett, Erskine Childers, Lord Mayor of Dublin, 
Dr. Farnan and Robert Barton. (Centre row): Lily O’Brennan, 
Mrs. Farnan and Kathleen O’Connell. (Front row): Éamon de 
Valera and Arthur Griffith.  It is signed on the back by Riobárd 
Bartán (Robert Barton), Erskine Childers and Árt Ó Gríobtha  
(Arthur Griffith).
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Lúnasa / August

IE/AL/1919/205
Postcard written in Irish from Liam Mellows to Tomás Ó Nualláin, 39 Bóthar Grása Dé, Port Láirge, Éireann, Ireland. Liam Mellows tells him that he is in this 
place with Harry Boland and that the cause is good here, thank God. The Americans are very interested in it. He also mentions that de Valera is a good man.
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September / Meán Fómhair

IE/AL/1917/52/01-04.
Four items worn at the 
funeral of Thomas Ashe.

IE/AL/1917/51. 
Admittance card 
to the graveside 
of Thomas Ashe. 

IE/AL/1917/49/01-13.
Certificate under Local Prison Rules 86 and 182 form for Thomas Ashe 
when he was in Mountjoy Prison. 
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October / Deireadh Fómhair

IE/AL/SG/5/4.
Framed colour drawing of a jungle wildcat by Seámus 
Grace when he was a prisoner in Frongoch.

IE/AL/SG/5/5.
Framed colour drawing of ‘Sunset Valley, Rathfarnham, Ireland’ by Seámus Grace when he was 
a prisoner in Frongoch.
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November / Samhain
IE/AL/1913/16.
Admittance ticket to 
Irish Unionist Alliance, 
Upper Circle Gallery 
or Winter Gardens, 
dated 28 November 
1913. Demonstration 
of Irish Unionists in 
the three Southern 
Provinces to protest 
against the Home 
Rule Bill in the Theatre 
Royal, Dublin.
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December / Nollaig

IE/AL/1918/62.
Handmade Christmas card by Harry 
Hough (piper) to Mr. & Mrs. McCarthy. 
The handwritten verse is 'At Christmas 
play, and be of cheer, for Christmas 
comes but once a year.'

IE/AL/1917/62.
Programme for Finn 
Varra Maa: The Irish fairy 
pantomime at the Theatre 
Royal, 26 December 
1917. Designed by  
Grace Plunkett.

IE/AL/CC/02/29.
Mounted hand made Christmas card which 
was sent to Áine Ceannt and her son, 
Ronan (December 1922) by the seven 
prisoners depicted by the matchstick 
artist, viz:- Cecilia Gallagher, Dorothy 
McArdle, Caitlin Ni Dhuibheannaigh, Lucy 
Bermingham, Treasa Ni Chonnaill, Neonin 
Cogley and Lillie Brennan. They were all 
prisoners in Mountjoy Jail.
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2018 Calendar
Br. William Palladius Allen (1892 – 1984) was born in Newcestown, Co. Cork. 
He entered the Irish Christian Brothers in 1907 and in 1910 began his teaching 
career in Nth. Richmond Street community, at first teaching in Strand Street 
Primary School and later in O’Connell’s School, where except for a few years spent 
in schools in Brunswick Street, Dublin; New Ross and Cashel, he passed his entire 
professional life. Br. Allen made his final profession in 1917.

A museum had already been established in O’Connell School by Br. Louis Swan in 
1887. It is reckoned that over 120 past pupils of O’Connell School participated in 
the 1916 Rising. Br. Allen was friendly with past pupils who had been involved in 
the Rising. Through these and other connections a number of items were presented 
to the museum. Donors included Dr. Kathleen Lynn; Robert Monteith; Áine Ceannt; 
Seán T. O’Ceallaigh and Fintan Murphy (junior). 

The first souvenirs of the Rising to come in were the remains of two Martini rifles, 
salvaged from the burnt out G.P.O.; followed shortly afterwards by a specimen of 
a homemade hand grenade, popularly known as the “cocoa tin” pattern. Postcards 
sold relating to the Rising were readily bought up and carefully treasured.

The tense atmosphere during the period 1919 – 1921 meant that as a precautionary 
measure the collection had to go underground for the time being. By 1922 the 
exhibits were put back on display and were soon added to. Among the accessions 
of this period were a number of souvenirs from various republican prisoners.

In the 1940’s the contents of the display cases were re-arranged, resulting in many visitors including a number of veterans of the resurgent years coming to 
see the collection. It was from this time forward that the school museum began to grow.

Br. Allen enjoyed showing visitors the collection, which he curated and was extremely grateful to those who had donated items. He wrote that ‘the donors of 
the many unique and treasured souvenirs of the resurgent years which the collection now contains, have placed the Brothers and pupils of O’Connell School 
under an everlasting debt of gratitude; may the memory of their helpful and generous co-operation be held in benediction by all succeeding generations of 
the school which proudly claims Ceannt, Heuston and Colbert as former pupils.’

After careful consideration the Christian Brothers decided that in order to preserve and make the collection available to future researchers a new home would 
be sought for the collection.  On the 8th April 2016 the Br. Allen Archival Collection was presented to Military Archives as a gift to the nation, ensuring the 
continued care and access of the collection.
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Cover Images
IE/AL/CC/04/05. Sepia coloured photograph of the funeral cortege Thomas Ashe’s funeral.
IE/AL/CC/04/06. Sepia coloured photograph of men carrying the coffin of Thomas Ashe, Glasnevin Cemetery.
IE/AL/CC/04/09. Sepia coloured photograph of the Black Raven Pipers, Lusk at Thomas Ashe’s funeral.


