| 23

- "- 7
i A

i

i

ORIGINAL (e

BUREAU QF MILITARY HISTORY 1g42.07/

-

B

Rt

COSANTA.

BUREAU OF MILITARY HISTORY, 1913-21.
STATEMENT BY WITN ESS.

Witrniess

Colonel Eamon Broy,
13 Oaklands Drive,

Highfield Road,
Rathgar,

Dublin.
Identity,

I.R.A. Intelligence Agent, Dublin Castle;

Escort and Private Secretary to General Michael
Collins, 1921;

Commissioner Garda Siochana, 1933-1938,
Subject.

(a) National activities, 1911-1922;
(p) I.R.A. Intelligence work, Dublin Castle;

(e) Michasel Collins and the Anglo-Irish Treaty

negotiations, 1921.
Conditions, if any, Stipulated by Witeess.

Nil

‘ ‘ Form B.S.M. 2

=3




BUREAUOF MILITARY HISTORY 1913-2%F | 28p)

. NA‘ * BURD STAIRE MILEATA 1913-2
R‘G‘ it No. W.S. 128D

STATEMENT BY COLONEIL, EAMONN BROY,

1%, Oakland‘*s Drive, Highfield Rd.,

Rathgar, Dublin.

CHAPTER 1.

Early life: in County Kildare.

I was born and reared at Ballinure near Rathangan,
Co; Kildare, on the border of Offaly, where my people were
farmers. This. district was far off all beaten tracks,
beside the great. Bog of Allen, and so the people retained
most of the ancient Irish characteristics end were to 2
great extent unaffected by what is commonly referred to as
tprogress®. The land was good and highly suitable for
iillagew Eut cursed, as it was everywhgre else in Ireland,
by the blight of rack-renting landlords with their agents,
bailiffs and miscellaneous camp followers. As prectically
all landlords were magistrates they had complete and
despotic control over their tenants. They were protected
by the Royal Irish Constabulary, and the British Army wes
near at hand at the Curragh Camp, whence in the past
“pegiments® had been despatched to proteeﬁ,the landlordst
interests,q Even ﬁhis, however, was not sufficient to -
afford complete protection, and one landlord, Gatchell, was
shot near Clonbullogue;about the: middle of the last ceﬁtury.
The scene of the shooting is still pointéd. out by local
people, This: landlord was shot'by a man whose father was
in prison and whose mother was dyinéh The landlord
refused to permit the father to visit his dying wife, saying

to the son, "“she: is only foxing®*.  The son replied, "By

God, I'l1l fox you". Entirely unconnected with this

and many miles away, the landlord threatened a blacksmith



a few days before with eviction from his forge and land
within three months. The: smith, Stephen Guinan, a man of
great personal independence of character, replied, "“ah, maybe
by that time I'11 be king of the Castle: and the Loré Knows
where: you will be'. Shortly afterwards, when Guinan heard
of the shboting, %ith which and 1ts cause he had nothing
whatever to do, and of which he knew nothing beforehand,

he bécame very perturbed and lived for some time iIn great
anxiety for fear Gatchell had repeated what he had said.
However, Guinan heard no more: of the matter and was not
evicted and his grandson is still the local blacksmith.

The slayer, Dunne, was: afterwards informed on by one of the
landlordi*s: dependants and was hanged for the shooting.

Thiss result went to confirm the views of the people that,
like everywhere else in Ireland, they were: in the grips of
an all-powerful tyrdﬁny and that through thetpdlice and
landlord:'s followers, Dublin Castle was well informed of

everything that happened.

Notwithstanding their almost helpless position,
however, the'ordinary people felt that, sooner or later,
they would be freed from this tyranny and all its evil
machinery and come into thelr own again. That feeling
of confidence was deeply instilled in all Irish hearts,
no matter how all powerful for the time being their enenmies
were.. In my part of the country pyaétically all hopes
were centred on the coming of Home Rule, through the
activity of the: Irish Parliamentary Party led by John

Redmond in the "House" (House of Commons, Westminster).

Not many miles away from my home were the ruins of a
catholic Church at Ballynowlart, where the Church with

full congregation inside, was surréunded and burned by
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English soldiers in 162. ~ The priest and the whole
congregation perished, and excavators in my time found
embedded in a skeleton a large piece of molten metal
believed to have been the chalice which the priest protecited
to the lasit. Clonsast, of present Turf Board fame; lies
about five miles from Ballinure, with the ruins of its seven
churches, also according to local tradition, demolished by
the English, and in modern times the scene of an annual
commemorative religious and national ceremony. Here was
composed the famous Litany of Clonsast, which has come down
to our time. A "Wﬁss hollow* still exists about & mile
away at Clonbrown. )

During the lifetime of my grandparents an old twise"
woman lived at Clonsast and it was the custom for parénts )
to take their young sons to her to receive appropriate
nicknames. They were bound to get nicknames sooner or
later and apparently it was thought best to have sultable

tofficial™ ones before this occurred.

In my very young days the centenary of the 1798
Rebellion had revived the spirit of Irish nationalism
and the old people recited stories of the Battle of
Rathangan in '98. ' Here the rebels defeated the British
Forces with sanguinary losses. Here an ancestor, John
Bboy, took part in the battle and, with sword only in hand
and on foot, was charged repeatedly by a trooper of the
Black Watch.. The trooper had the advantage of being
mounted and seemed about to prevail when he was killed by
a blunderbuss shot fired by a fowler named Donogher from
Inchacooly, Monasterevan. 4 British cavalry despatch rider
taking & message: from Rathangan for reinforcemen?s
was killed by pikemen about a mile from my home and buried

in a field beside the road. Ever since this place has
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been known as "“the soldiersf gap". Recent road widening
operations-unc;vered:the remains‘with the metallic
accoutrements still intacta Some time after the Battle
of Rathangan the village of Clonbullogue, about four miles

away, was burned down by British forces.

In the corner of one of the fields of our farm
there were the remains of a "Hedge School" where an effort
had been made to impart some education dufing the penal
times. (This school 1is: mentioned in Rev. Dr. Brennan's

*Schools of Kildare & Ledghlin', page 182).

-

Following the end of the fighting in Wexford
Fr. Kearns.and Colonel Anthony Perry, the famous Protestant
insurrectioniét” set out for the County Meath but were
apprehended by yeomen under Captain Ridgeway, a landlord
from Ballydermot, Clonbullogus, at a-bridge about a mile
from Clonbullégue:on the Portarlington road. Both were
taken to Edenderry and tried and hanged on the ground of the
Protestant Church in that town. Ever after the Ridgeway
family were referred to as the “PriestzCatchers; under a
curse, and 1t was predicted that one of them woﬁld not be
left in Ballydermot. The: last member of that family has

since disappeared from that area.

So with all these memories it is not surprising that
deep down in thé people's hearts burned strongly a bitter
hatred of English rule: with its soldiers, police, informers,
landiofds and followers, Wwho composed "England's faithful
garrison®. We of the rising generatién hated.the very name
of'Englaﬁd, her shires, towns and rivers, and that hatred
was intense: before we had yet read a line of Irish history.
Tndeed the:ﬁosm vivid printed page is only a pale

reflection of the profound feelings of the: very soul.
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There: was a strong féeling amongst the Irish people
that all their risings such as those in 1642, 1798, 1867 and
1883 had been defeated by informers. It was one of tﬁe aims
of the I.R.A. at a later-date, with whom I had the honour
of co-operating, to remove such a source of danger to the
movement and which necessitated the use of such violent

methods.

Looking back on thése years amongst simple country
folk, life: appears to have been warmer and richer than
anything experienced since in towns and cities.

Celebrations occurred several times a year at weddings,
departures for America, threshings and other occasions.
Threshings were done: then by steam power, raised on turf,
and nelghbours and their workmen aésistéd each other at the
annual corn threshing, where alcoholic drink was Invariebly
supplied by the host and each day's work was followed at
night by singing, musié and dancing until well after
midnight. At all these celebrations, amongst other songs
there were invariably some of the patriotic variety, such as
*Wexford", "Lord Edwardm."Robért Emmet*, “Dunlavin Green",
WAllen, Larkin and O'Brien*, "God Save Ireland®, "Tim
Kelly"s:Eariy Grave® and “ﬁath'Donnell“, the‘iatﬁer two
gbout the: Invincibles of the 1880s..

The G.A.A. had got into its stride in the towns,
but an unofficial variety of football was played in the
outlying country places on Sundays, Holy Days and in the
evenings.. Two men were-opposed to each ofher'as captains
and each "called® one name in turn from those present until
all found themselves members of either of the teaméq
Subsequent arrivals were "called" to a team according as

"next call"™ was the turn of either of the captains.
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There was no limit as to the number who could take part,
and the game went on, not for 60 minutes but for several

hours.. So there was no shortage of healthy exercise.

Next door to us in the country lived a family named
Halpin, who were voracious readers and were never short of
books, magazines and newspapers. Their tendency was

strongly nationalist and the "98 centenary celebrations and

the English attack on the Boers were never failing sources

of discussion. The. same: applied to our family and to our
workmen. A1l had a hatred: of English oppression, the sane,
ric doubt, as had the great majority of the Irish people

everywhere, Topics and songs all had the: same theme.

About half a mile away across the fields lived alone
on. a small farm a well known "character®™ - "“Micky Mooney".
Micky was a "pootcher" (poachér) amongst other  things. ‘
He,always:had_a muzzlé loading shotgun and was always ready
to give an exhibition of musketry and to allow us to take
& hand as well. Consequently he: possessed a sirong
attraction‘for every‘boy in the countryside. Parents
warned their children to keep away from him as he was mad,
dangerous and unlucky and was never without the smell of
gunpowder. That only made his dwelling & stronger magnet
for all of us. Micky on one occasion saw the British Army
present the: annual review at the: Curragh, including much
firing of plank ammunition from artillery and rifles. He

returned home well "oiled™ and gave what he called a review

" in the small hours, ineluding firing a cannon made from &

wheel stock. The: people soon became accustomed to Micky"s
midnight reviews and took no special notice of them. A&
local landldrd magistrate met Micky shortly afterwards and

said: ‘“Mooney, you have a '"gon'.™ “I have a "gon'",

-
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said Micky, l"an.dﬁbts:fore_long, I*11 have a canncn, when we
get Home Rule, and people like you will be kicked out cof the
countrym. At a United Trish League meeting in Rathangan
a Member of Parliament was speaking about some wrong
committed by a landlord. He put an oratorical question:
"What do you think of a landlord who would do such a
thing?*® He happened to point towards Micky in the crowd,
who promptly replied, "Glve him the mauser like the Boers
did with the Engliéhmw As soon as the chaos caused by
this rémark had subsided, the M.P. directed his oratory
to another sector of the‘crowd for the remainder of his
address. The local R.IE.C., Sergeant warned Micky, who replied
"Wetll soon get Home Rule and every "peeler! in Ireland

will be. stripped. You*ll look nice with nothing but a

.shirt on you".

There was a belief in phantom horsemen being heard
galloping across the pasture land near the bog., 4An old
man told me hé often heard them and that he could hear the
leather of the sad&leéxcreaking as they sped past. He .

saild they were the Geraldines who would one day return to

~drive the English out of Ireland. The people were aiways

confident that one day the invaders would be driven out.
Some believed that it would be through the Irish Party
winning Home Rule; others that only force would avail and
that sooner or later- force would be adopted and would be

successful..

For centuries the people had, by bitter experience,
learned to regard all strangers as enemies of one kind or

another, whether 1andlbrds, soldiers, police or officials.

All Government representatives were the enemies of the peopile,

out only to do evil to the ordinary population and they
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never appeared for any good purpose. The people had had
to develop a sixth and, if possible, a seventh sense in
order: to be eternally on their guard against their enemies.
The advent of outsiders meant eviction, confiscation and
desolation. It must be difficult indeed for citizens of
free countries{ accustomed for centuries to their own
paternal-governments, or of our youhg people, now ILree,

to understand the feelings oft peoplé like the Trish.
Harrowing stories of the Famine of 1847 were told by the old
‘people, of starving wretches eating turnips in the fields
and dying of hunger or disease or fleeing to America in the
wgoffin'shipsu. Is it any wonder that Irish pecople who
escaped to America and their descendants should continue

to nurse hatred of the oppressor.in their hearts? A
native government or a friendly government could have
easlily transferred enoughlcorn to save the people.

By the foregoing I do not Wish to contend that
1everyone in the countryside was an ardent patriot.
Practicdlly all regarded the English occupatlon as the root
of all evil and a thing to be ended at the earliest '
possible moment.. But the people on the land ha& to live
in confinual Warfére against the seasons, against the
weather and against: unnecessary poverty due to the alien
léndlord system., So they were ground down and had little
energy left to struggle for freedom. But when these same
people migrated to the towns and cities of America and were
freed from the grim eternal grind of the economic struggle,
then they had time to think and then they remembered.

Hence it is that the modern struggle for freedom was mainly
confined to townsmen and city men. They hadi sufficient
energy and leisure to embark on the great struggle of our

time,
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In my young days during the annual lission the usual
staﬁd sélling religious articles was set up. But
religious articles were not the only goods sold. A life of
Michael Dwyer and Sullivan's “Story of Ireland® were on sale
and T managed to buy a copy of each. The bicgraphy of
Dwyer was widely bought and read throughout, the countryside.
The struggles and adventures amongst the Wicklow hills were
rendered more vivid.by the fact that one: could see these

hills in the: distance whilst reading the: book.

'Suilivan's history lent itself well to reading down
the country, where. one could read: about the Battle of the
Boyne whiism.sitting beside a local river, the Figile,
where: Brian Boru is said to have obtained shafts for his
spears for thefBaﬁtle of Clontarf. One of the local "98
stories related to a priest Who surprised a party making
pikes. He told them they were 100 years too soon.

Whether through local battles or the éehtenary celebrations
in 1898, a very vivid realisation of the facts of the 1798
Rebellion’was:widespread- -'The.people were in complete
sympathy with that struggle in which their ancestors
participated sdmultaneously with their Wexford countrymen -
people exactly likg themsglves. ¥t was félt that man for
man the ®"98 insurgents were. superior physically to anything
the British could pit against them, and lost solely for want
of organisation and leadership at the top and for lack of

firearms equal to that of their: opponents.

There: was practically no sympathy with the- Fenians,
who did nothing, who were a& secref society and, above all,
were condemned by the Church.- The only Fenian episode
approved, and that heartily, was the rescue from theaprisoﬁ

van in Manchester, which was frequently celebrated in song.
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Local pecple were: doubtful about the Invincibles, but
were entirely in favour of Pat 0'Donnell and the punishment
of James Carey:. But about P98, "67 and the Invincibles, .
it was felt that &ll were rulned by informers and polic;,
and by information supplied by the widespread location of
British camp. followers - England's faithful garriscn.

This menace of informers tended to drive the pecple into the

constitutional movement:

In the constitutional movement at least spies,
informers and police were powerless to hamper progress and
Dublin Castle, believed by the people to be the centre and
focus of all that was evil and secret and sinister, could do
little against such a movement. The people felt that the
local RiI.C. knew all about them and there was no use in.
doing anything illegal and secret because the police were

certain to find out. Of course, to a certain extent,

- this: was true, because: it was easy for the police to know

everyone of a small and scattered population. This

- menace of the small party of police amongst & small

population was one: of those that had to be: dealt with later
on during the years 1919 to 1921.
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Chapter: 11.

Schoo;dgxs:

Meanwhile school had to be thought of and I was sent
to the local school at Rathangan. The principal teacher was
Joseph Byrne and the assistant, William Gonsi&ine. 3pseph
Byrne was & very renarkable man; of outstanding ability,

he: had a thorough mastery of Latin, French, German and
‘It&lian, was: & goodl singer and could play most musical
instruments, including all band instruments. He also had
a first-rate knowledge: of mathematics and history, as well
" as peinting, both in oil and: water colour, and ren private

classes at his home as well es conducting the school,

Mr. Byrne was advanced in yéars;when I knew him
but I heard afterwards that in his young days he had got.
into trouble: with the amthorities for séying to a history
class that it took the Glgrkenweai explosion to wake up |
Gladstone to the wrongs of Ireland and for cfiticisdng the
possession by the R.I.C. of rifles and bayonets, Which, he
averred, no proper police fopce should need., He had seen
- them so armed at an eviction. @ne of his: sons; entered the
Indian Civil Service and another, William, & poet, became
Professor of English at University College, Gelway, and
 published & volume of poetry entitled “A light on the Broom",
mainly devoted to the great Bog of Allen and those who
workg& there:.  He spent hils holidays each year cycling on
the continent and always delighted us on his return by
relating his many and varied gxpegiences whi;;t.away, in
France, Germany,-Italy, Belgium, Switzerland. He was a
most devout Catholic, but nationalism and the Irish

language appeared to make no appeal to him.
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Mr, Considine, the assistant teacher, while not nearly
s0 able as Mr. Byrne, was a good teacher and an ardent
nationalist, who often told us the story of ?Cutm Quinlan, &
Tipperary man whq returned to his natlve plgce gnd shot
a landlord: for some tyrannical act done to his relatives
during his absence. He:had a fund of stories of that nature
and interested us at the time more than did all Mr. Byrne's

erudition.

Mr. Byrne's afdent Catholicism and apparent absence
of nationalism was more than counterbalanced by Mr, George
Hanks, a Protestant nationelist and disciple of Thomas
Davis:. He couldrfgpeat not only Davis’& poems but also
the essays by heart. He had an excellent library of
nationalist books_and, although no longer young, was a
consisment preacher of the philosophy of Irish insurrgction.
His thesis: was that violence and npt speech—making was the
only way for Irish patriots, because in dealing with the
English they were dealing with robbers who would never be

short of an execuse to shelve Home Rule,

It was: confidently felt amongst the people that they
were physically superior to their foes, who were able to
subjugate only through gulle: and good organisation.

Probably the Irish people must always have been galled by the
thought that man for man without weapons they were
Physically capable of wringing the necksﬂof Normans or
Cromwell's much vaunted Ironsides who were enabled to strut
the'country as conquerors through superior armament plus

military science and gulle.

During the breaks: in school hours,wezplayed rounders
on the street outside the chapel gate. Once in a while a

window got broken, for which Mr. Byrne always cheerfully paid.
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Nothing was being done during this time for the Irish
1anguage and nobody in the parish had & knowledge of it,

‘except perhaps: that gleaned from the early books of Fp.

0'Growney. But nearly all place names were Irish and
about two hundred: words and phrases of Irish still :emained
in the speech.of the people,_aed in many of these cases
the corresponding word in English was not known or used.
These Irish words: and phrases were: used in an English
setting.

X finished up at Mr. Byrne's pr;vate school with a
pretty good knowledge of written and spoken Erench and German
as well as of history and mathematics, but with practically
no knowledge of the Irlish language. §ubsequently I spent
a coupleﬁof years: &t school in'Bublig where I managed to
acquire a tolepably useful knowledge of the native lenguege,
to be improved%letep on ;ﬁ the Gaeltacht and.in conversation

with native speekens in DPublin.

Aﬁhlepicst

On my return to Ballinure from schocl in Dublin
I learned that there had been an athletic sports_meeting
in Rathangen and athletics had become tee_cr&ze of the youth
of the parish. my only experience in that way was
pe;picip&tion in the local foetb&ll matches Where one had to
run and jump in order to play. Following the sporis
the pracg remeined on tpeflocal sports field and atheties:
were indulged in during the summer evenings. An athlete
who had won the half mile-raqe earlier in the year
challenged.seveyel of ue'tq run him two i&ps. Now, 1if he
had ea;d half a mile none of ue.woeld heve tried, but two
laps, although a querte;-of a mile each, sounded easler

I suppose, because one could always drop out so easily if



-

things were not going well, However, we started and i was
surprised at being aple to take the lead although about 14
stone weight at the time. Y was still more surprised to
lead at the end of the first lgp, but I thought that some

. of the others, Wwho knew something aboup running tactics,

were holding back for the f;nish. However, I continued on
and won ﬁhg two laps by several yards. Some sald I had a
great atheltic future hqﬁbpe:me; others that it was easy
for me to run because I never did any hard work except read
and study. However, from that day to this I have never
lost a very keen 1nterés§ in athletics and fqr geveral years
after that first race I remained in strict training without
smoking or drinking. Experience convinces me tﬁgt it was
one of the wisest tﬁings I" ever did, certainly during the
struggle wiﬁh the British later on. -

I had several wins in running, hurdling and long and
high jumping at local and Bublin sports meetings and
gradually acquired a knowledge of the great athletes of the
pa;t, such as Peter O'Connor, Newburn, the Leahys, Ryans,
BurkesfandiKiely, The American papers sent to us by
relatives at that time: were full of the achievements of
great Irish &thlptes-in U.S.A., such &s lMartin Sheridan,
John Flanagan, Jemes Mitchell and Matt MeGrath, ®ho were then
the world's best in hammer throwing. These great men kept
Irish prestige high before the natlons of the world.
Whilst Ireland, unfree, could not participgte iﬁ world
competition, her athletic “patron saints" in America did
the next best thing by putéing up the Stars and. Stripes at
the Olympic Games &pd leaving nobody in doubt as to'the
land of their birth, |

At that time the D.M.P. were: famous for their great
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athletes and tug-of-war team which had pulled over the best
teams in England and Seotland. Amongst the athletes was

Inspector Denis: Carey, a pative of Kilfinane, who held

scores of Irish and international championships in such
diverse events as hammer throwing, hurdle racing, sprinting
and long and high Jjumping. Other athletes were Ryan and

_Quinn, champions &t sbot putting and discus throwing, the

latter: often winning in Eonﬁon in sport competitions open
to the world, as well as agalnst Scotland in the annual
international contest between Ireland and that country.

The members of the D.M.P. were considered in the country
as: being "dacent® men and more libefal and national minded
than the R.I.C., Who were regarded as both military

and police enemies: of their country. The more I developed
& taste for athletics the less I felt inclined to take up
farming. So eventually I decidedi to join the D.M.,P, a8nd
to get into the centre of athletics;‘intending later to go |
to Anerice with the same end in view, I consulted the
locgl Parish Priest, Father Kennedy, & man of strong
nationalist views and happily still with us (now'P;P. of"
Killeagh, Gffaly), who had & high opinion of the D.M.P.
Father Kennedy afterwards took an ardent part in the
republican movement, holding the moatAextr&quviews even
up po the presenﬁ day. Furthermore, the D.M,P, were to
come immediately undér-an ¥rish Government should Home

Rule be secured, whilst the R.I.C. were to be retained

by the Imperial Government. Afterwards in 1922 the

Provisional Government took over the D.M.P. but insisted

on the immediate disbandment of the R.I.C.
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Chapter 11il.

Dublin Metropolitan Police:

_ I Joined! the DiM.P. Depot in January, 1911. _At that
time the halﬁ'&e&z‘spent in the Depot did not constitute
service in the force, which commenced only on the completion
of training, and s0 no oath was administered to us on
Joining the Depot. Iuspector Denis Carey was in charge
of training and made a most dashing figure in uniform as one
would expect from such & world famous: athlete. We found
when he was giving instruction 1p police duties that it
was lmposslible to pay &ﬂequate attention to his instruction
as we could only contemplate him as & famous athlete and
remember his past athletic fegts. - Amongst those who
Joined thphbepot with me was Michael Navin. Navin
I found to be an athlete and was, in addition, steeped in
the lore of Munster athletics of the previous years
which had been prectically synonymous with world athletices,
such & surp&ssing excellence did athletes from that
province attain about the turn of the century., Nevin was
veritably a living encycippaedia.of athletic history.

He was dismissed in 1918 for refusing to arrest some
Blackrock youths: for drilling. When asked for a reason
for his refusal he stated 1t was due to the:“two laws" -
obtaining in Ireland by which the British Government
connived at drilling and gunrunning by the Ulster Veolunteers
but tried: to suppress similar activities by the.Irishl
Volunteers. The Castle Authorities considered the
question of arresting him, but ﬁinally decided that such a

step would involve them in adverse publicity.

Whilst we: were in the Depot a stranger came to stay
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there as the guest of Mr. Carey, He: was a stout prosperous
and_succeséﬂul looking man, about LO years of age and of
decidedly American appearance, very neat on his feet for a
man who obviously weighed over 18 stone although less thaen
six feet in height. Navin and T speculated as to who he
might be, as it was- obvious that a guest stayling with Carey
must be an athlete. By dint of phoﬁographs in athletie
publications Navin finally decided that he was John
Flanagan, and John Flanagan he turned out to be. So this
triple Olympic: hammer champion (1900, 190k and 1908) and
world famous filgure was staying in our build;ng for a couple
of weeks on his final return from America Whilét_awaiting
participation in the forthéomiug D.M.P. sports at
Ballsbridge. ' |

During this period, Inspector Carey, aware'that I
was: doing athletic training at Ballsbridge grounds at the
time, directed me to teke a 161b. hammer to the grounds for
Mr.'Elanagan. He handed me & small leather case which
was heavy enough but certainly not long eﬁough to contain
a four foot hammer, A.text book on athletics that I had,
which was some years old, showed the athletic hemmer as a
rigid four foot sledge hammer, As practical jokes in the
Depot were quite usual, I feared that Mr. Carey was pulling
my leg in order to givg John Flanagan a good laugh.,
Accordingly when I got away from the Depot ; opened the case
and found therein the modern athletic hammer, the handle
of which was of flexiblezpinpo wire with & steel handgrip
and ball bearing head consistigg of a leather centre
covered with a sphere of brass. I felt very proud of the
honour of bringing & hammer to John Flanagan, something like
what one would have felt in bringing a sword to Wolfe Tone

in the revolutionary movement. After all, Flanagan was one
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of the “patron saigts“ of Irish athleticism, with his Irish
compeers keeping Ireland's prestige high in the world
during that lean period in Irish history in the first
decade of the 20th century. That day, for the first time,
I’ saw Flanagan throw the hammer, a heavy man spinning round

in the circle and throwing up the dust in a ﬁhirl with all

.the.appearance of what is called in the country a ®fairy

blast", The great athlete described for me the wonderful
interest 1n athleties in America and some of his own
experiences there, and finished up by presenting me with an
autographed photograph of himself in action. I hastened
to Navin to tell him about Flanagsn and to meke him green
with-enyy at my good fortune. Navin was not a bit
surprised at my discovery of the modern hammer, of which

he was weill awarézand which he was able to explain had been
inﬁented and patented by Flanagan h;mself years before.

Subsequently I saw Carey and Flanagan practising at
Ballsbridge. Carey was in very good form at the time and
passed 160 feet with & couple of throws., Coming in from
the field he winked at me and said: ®If I get in & couple
of throws like that at thé sports I"ll give: Jokn here &
fright*®. Flansgan replied calmly: "Ah, Dihny, I've won
by inches in my timeﬁ. He was probably referring to.his
battle with Matt McGrath, James Mitchell and Con Walsh in
gmerica.'

The D.M.P. sports came on and Elanagah won at about
170 feet,'éith Carey second some ten feet behind. Shortly
afterwards Flanagan returned to his natlve Kilmallock to
take up farming, telling us he hoped to be there in time to

sow his: turnips.

In the Depot in my time were Andy O'Neill and Michael
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Gleeson, who were later to become famous for refusing an
order at Howth Road in July, 1914, to disarm the Volunteers:
returning from the landing of arms at Howth that day.

None of us who had known them in the Depot were in the least
surprised in 191l at their refusal. The astonishing tﬁing
was that fate should have ordained that they were the first
to be called on. Gleeson was & Tipperary men and O'Neill
was from the Wexford-Carlow border, ﬁherg his ancestors
participated in the Insurrection of 1798, 0'Neill was &
weight-thrower and boxer, weighing 15z stone, trained,

and neither drdnk nor smoked, so that he must have been
physically the most powerful man present that'day at Howth
Road of all those assembled there whether Volunteers,
police or British soldiers. |

In the Depot we all fearlessly and openly discussed

‘the national question and it was the first place I heard the

song "The Men of the: West®, The majority of us expressed
strong national views; but there was, to our surprise, a
small minority whose: views were diametrically opposed to
national aspirations. However, we felt ﬁhat in the event
of police opposition to Home Rule, as was forecast, we
would have no small say in enforcing the national will

no matter who would be against us. I remember one of the'
recruits: who held anti-national views saying in the
presence of O'Neill that he would oppose the coming of Home
Rule. Andy replied to him, " Just im&gine B sesesssse
like you trying to prevent Home Rule coming. You would
be torn into small pleces®.

As: I have said, unlike in the case of the R.,I.C.,
recrults were not sworn in on joining the D.M.F. Depot but
only on completion of training. Whilst in the Depot we
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were taught what the Oath would be, something to the effect
of serving without.fear or favour, etec., but there was a
proviso something.to the following effect, viz. "I swear
that I do not nbw belong to;- and'that_whilst serving I shall

not belong to, any sécret soclety whatsoever, the Socilety

'of Freemasons excepted™, We thought that it was a great

plece of presumptiop'to have that in an oath in Ireland

in the 20th century. They might have got away with it in
the previous century but not in our time, When the time
for swearing in came, recruits were sworn in in batches of
about 20 &nd several of us neither touched the bible nor
repeated the words. Later on in 1919 when a police union
was: formed, it was successful in removing the offénsive
section in the oath and in having the time in the Depot

counted in total service.

The Dubliﬁ Metropolitan Police were comganded at that
time by Chief Commissioner Colonel Sir John Ross of
Bladensburg. The title came to him from an ancestor,
General Ross, who fought ageinst the Americens in the, War
of 1812-1815 and commanded at the battle of Bladensburg,
Méryland, in 1914, where the American militia were defeated
and Washington left unprotected. The British forces
burned the Capitol, the President's residence, and many other
bulldings. Iibraries and numerous works: of art were
destroyed. This: caused: widespread indignation, as during
the war then raging for twenty years in Europe many capltals
nad been occupied by hostile forces, yet no such acts of -
vandalism had: been committed. General Ross was killed in
an attempt to capture Baltimore shortly afterwards. The
second in command, the Assistent Commissioner, was Nr.
William Vesey Harrel, & former R.I.C. officer. Mr. Harrell,

as Assistant Commissioner, called out the British military
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and led the attempt to disarm the Volunteers at Howth Road
in July, 191k, |

The Dublin Metropolitan Police diétrict, now styled
Metropolitan DPivision, Garda Siochéna, extended from
Clontarf to Killiney along the seacoast, and inland to
include Drumcondra, Phibsborough, Cabra, Phoenix Park,
Crumlin, Teremure, Rathmines, the Sti;lorgan Road to
Kill O' the Grange and thence to Killiney. The aresa, as
will be seen, is mach lafger than Dublin City even with

recent extensions. This area was allocated to the Dublin

police durings;it$ formation in the first third of the

nineteenth century when practically all police forces in

Europe were established.

r

The police district was divided into six divisions,
viz. & to F,end the G. Division constituted the Detective
Division of the force. The Dublin Metropolitan Police
was controlled as élready stated, by a Ghief Commissioner
end en Assistant Commissioner. Under them was a Chief
Superintendent, with one Superintendent each for the
Divisions: A, ‘o G, who were supplgmented by over 20
Inspectors: and over 100: Sergeants., The totel sirength

varied round the 1,200 mark.

Police 1&# and practice were much the same as in
London. Constables were armed with batons. All were
trained in the use: of the revolver, but not the rifle,
As: was the practice in England, every endeavour was made
to avoid the use of the revolver: as far as possible,
and stringent regulations were laid ddwn to prevent a too
ready tendency to use firearms, which should only be

resorted to in extreme cases. Tn order to comply strictly
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with the fegulationg regarding shooting, 1t was practically
necessary for city police to be fired on first before belng
free to shoot. As wasg said by‘some of them at the time,
"you would need to make a dying declaration before firing
in order to be legally safe'™.

All Metropolitan Police stations, gniformed and
detective, were lined up by the old ﬁ.B.C.Iprivate telegfaph,
to be superseded later on by the: telephone, It was
possiblé to send & message simultaneously to all stations
by the telegraph system, and copies of all messages Were
written on special forms: for permanent record. The
reports of all c¢crimes, articles lost and found, arrests etc.
were centralised in the G. Bgvisidn and carefuily indexed
for instant reference, If a man were shot or a house
burgled in, say, Dalkey, within a couple of minutes of the
police there receiving the report, it would be‘received by

the police
private telegraph by/in,‘say, Crumlin or Clontarf, as well
as by the Detective Office. ' |

I was appointed to E Division (uniformed service),
which controlled roughly the area between the Grand Canal
and the Dodder, which sulted me admirably for athletic
training owing to the numerous sports grounds in that area.
I was, consequently, suceessful in winnihg several sprints

and high jumps in Dublin and England between 1911 and 191l.

During all this: time Home Rule and the Ulsper
question furnished the main topic of conversation. The
great majority of the younger D.M.P. men,lbut not those in
higher ranks, were: in favour of Home Rule, The Curragh
Matiny came as a shock to some of the senior officers, who
gravely shook their heads, saying that the military cut

the ground from under all law and order. Orange members
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could see nothing wrong in the Curragh affair as they were
all "loyal®™, whatever that might mean. ~Some of the.
younger men were delighted, one'saying, “By God, two

parties can play at that game".

I was brought up with a pretty good knowledge .of
English history at school. English historians were proud
of boasting that Parliament after the revolution of 1689
was supreme over the King and everyone else, and that the
civil power was the master of the military in the "freest
democracy in the world®, . Now that democracy and the

supremacy of the civilian seemed to favour Irish Home Rule

" an exception was: to be: made, and the great supreme

Parliament was: not to be supréme where Ireland was

concerned.

Chapter IV.

The G. Division DL.M.P.:

The G.. bivision was divided into three sections -
political, routine crime and carriage supervision, all
based more or less on the organisation of the London
police. It was run from th.offices, one at No. 1 Great
Brunswick St. (now Pearse St.) and the other at Dublin

Castle. Ehe routine crime section dealt with ordinary

crime, burglary, housebreaking, larceny etc., and they

were the specialist for the whole D.M.P. areé in this
respect. 4ll1 the information dealingﬁwith ordinary erine
was centralised in the G. Division. Thé carriage
supervision section supervised public servies vehicles,
such as trams, cabs, jaunting cars and taxls, enforecing the
laws and regulations: for the control of such vehicles.

The politieal section existed for the countering and
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supervision of all national movement51d1rected ageinst. the
English occupation. Careful and methodical observation
was made on the actlons and movements of all persons
suspected of Eeing disloyal to the British connection

and who were dubbed "“Suspect', The Suspect always had a
capital 3™ and took pfecedence. He was never referred
to without the word Suspect before his neme, e.g. Suspect
Lord Ashbourne, Suspect Sir Roger Casement. Political
duty was never allotted to the members of the uniformed

service,

The total strength of the G. Division was about
forty, the majority of whom were married and living out in
the city, those unmarried residing in the barracks at No. 1

Pearse S5t.

The G. men were selected from phe uniformed service,
from those who had at least three years' service in‘unifbrm
and consequently understood the organisation and working
of the uniformed service.. They had to pass an examination,
written and oral, for the G. Division, and the subjects
included BEnglish (composition), Arithmetic, Handwriting
and a knowledge of the streets. These men entered as
supernumeraries and were allocated by the superintendent
to any one of the three branches mentioned, that is,
carriage, crime or political. There was a Superintendent,
a Chief Inspector and about five Inspectors. There were
fifteen Detective Sergeants, about fifteen Detective Officers
about ten Detective Constables and about half a dozen

supernumeraries,

In March, 1915, I was allocated to political duty
and worked in the eclerical section of it at Exchange Qourt.
Up to that time all work there had been done in handwriting
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and the suthorities wanted to modernise the organisation
by means of typewriters, card indexes etc.  Otherwise
I woulﬁﬁﬁgve have been put into that office as I was very

Junior in the service.

The sectlon of the G. Division doing political duty
had men at all the railway stations and at the boats.
Their job was: to take & note oﬁ any suspects leaving the
eity, ascertain the station for which they had taken tickets
and send cipher*Wires to the police at their destinations.
Similarly, any meﬁ travelling to Dublin about whom cipher
wires were received, giving either their names or
deseriptions, were observed'on.arriv&l and shadowed to
their destinations in Dublin.  Another section of the
G. Division had the duty of going around town all day and

night observing the movements of suspects.

The results of all these observations were carefully
noted in a set of books in the office. Bvery detective
made his entries in & book of his own. There was also
a very large central book giving the particulars, history,
ete., of the various suspects, and into this book was
transferred daily the Information contained in each
detective's book, A1l these entries were made, of course,

in handwriting.

The G. Division had not used handcufﬂssfor‘many
years and had never beaten up prisoners. When political
arrests were to be made of individuals or_small numbers,
| they were carriled out by members of the G. Division, if
necessary using thoseaon carriage Auty and crime_duty as
well., If the number to‘be arrested was big, uniformed
police were brought in to assist, and for very blg

operations the British military were brought in.
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The Superintendent of the G. Division when I joined
it was a:man named Owen Brien, who had about thirty years!
service at that time, He: had an absolutely thorough
knowledge of suspects: and would have been quite capable of
replacing the record books from memor& if necess&ry; He
was extremely shrewd, and he and those like him rggarded
themselves as following in the footsteps: of the man they
considered the “great® John Mallon who had been very
successful against the Invineibles: and who had been promoted
Assistant Commissioner of the BD.M.P. Brien visited
Exchange Court for about an hour in the mornings, devbting
most of his time to the political section. Then he went
to hiss office in the Castle, where he remained for the rest
of the day and Was:in close touch with the Commissioners
and, if necessary, with the mllitary and civil auﬁhorities

as: well as with the heads of the uniformed service.

Daily feports were: made to the Government as regards
the'activities and movements: of suspects, note being téken
of those with whom they associated. In addition, weekly
reports:were made to the Government, giving the history
of the week's activities and a general review of the state
of the complete political activity in the district.

There ﬁas also a monthly report on similar lines. Before

my time the reports were in h&n&writing,.but when I’ took
over the office the majority were typed by me, several
copies being made: of each report. One copy was sent to

the Commissioner of the D.M,P., Colonel Edgeworth Johnstone,
another copy wasi sent to the Director of Military Intelligenc
Major Price. A further copy went to what was called the

"Government™, and in some cases a copy Wwent to the R.I.C.

Although thls system referred only to the D.M.P. area,
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in practice it turned out to be dealing with about ninety

-per cent of the activities of the whole country, because

very few things happened down the country and very few
people were activg in the gognpry who did not conme to
Dublin frequently.. The R.I.C. hﬂ&.a similar office in
the Castle, and they had specilalists there: deallng with

suspects.

.When I first joined the Detective offiée there. were

several others employed all day in the office along with me.

Towards: the endi of 1915 the G. Division evacuated Exchange
Court and moved: to the new bullding at No. 1 Great

Brunswick St., occupying the end portion of the building

‘nearer D'Olier St., the remainder being occupied by the

uniformed seryice - B. Division.

The Royal Irish Constabulary:

With the exception of the Dublin Metropolitan
Police area, the rest of Irel&n&-ﬁas.policed by the Royal
Trish Constabulary, & force set up in 1856 The
strength of this force in 1912 was 10,63, made up of
10 officers at headquarters, 36 Eounty Inspectors, 196
District Inspectors, 232 Head Constables, 1,659 Sergeants,
357 Acting Sergeants and 8,144 Constables. One of these
County Inspectors was designated Commissioner of the
Belfast section of the R.I.C. The force got its title
of ""R‘oy&»,l'i from its suceessful activities‘againsm the
Eeni&nszin 1867. Over 90 ﬁer cent of the officers were
recruited by the cadet system from wealthy Tory and anti-
national sections of the population and frém England.

The R.I.C. was,avowedly'a military force armed with

rifle, bayonet and revolver and were trained to act as an
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army force up to battallon strength, being carefully taught
skirmishing, volley firing up to 1,500 yards, defence _
against cavalry etc., exactly like an infantry battalion.

A few extracts from their drill book will not be
out of place: | '

W"The object of the recruit's course of training at the
Depot; isi to fit men for their general duties in the
Force. For this purpose the recruits must be
developed by physical exercises, and be trained in squad
drill and firing exe:cises,~in the estimation of ranges
and in skirmishing. Squad drill should be intermixed
with instruction in the handling-of the carbine, and with
physical training and close order drill with skirmishing®.

"Q recerult, after a course of three months" training

at the Depot, should be sufﬂiciently trained to be abie
to take his place in the ranks of his company, but until
he hassacquired a. thorough knbwledge of musketry and can
handle his cﬂrbiné w;tﬁ skill and confidence under all
conditions and in all pdsitions, his daily instruction

in musketry will be continued™,

“The following exercises are of speclal importance as
being required on parade in close order, and for the daily
routine of peace, They must be thoroughly taught, &and.

be carried out with smartness and preecision: -

l. The Slope from the Order.
2. The Order from the Slope;
5, The Present from the Slope.
. The Slope from the Present.
5. The Fix Swords.

6. The Unfix Swords™,
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"The object of Company Drill is, first to enable the
ébmpany when it takes itz place: in the battalion

to carry out anyrmovement or formation the Commanding
Officer may prescribe, whether laid down in this manual
or 1mprovise&:to.meet the circumstances of the moment,
without hesitation or confusibn. Second; to render
thé company capable of independent action when detached

from the battalion™,

*Drill and fire action should be éombine& on all parades.

Thus, after a change of position or direction or When

- marching in fours, the company commander should point

out some objective, moving or stationary, &and order the
company or any portion of it to open fire, extending if
necessary. The half company commanders: may repeat the
orders, but the section commanders should give the
executive commands. This practice will not only give
a meaning to many movements which they_would dtherwise
lack, but will exercise all rapks in judging distance;
éxtending and opening fire with rapidity. The

whistle should be used to control the fire",

"The company should also be exercised in meeting sudden
rushes. This practice should be carried out on every
description of ground, especially in woods. Warning

may be given by some pre-arranged signal,

“When the company is moving in line, the fire tactilces
best adapted to meet sudden attacks may be practised
with very great benefit to the efficiency of all ranks.
The half companieszor sections should be left to their
oWn commahderé, who will move them to favourgble ground,

securing, if possible, a clear field of fire, adopt
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suitable formations and regulate the firing; habits of
quick decision and &lertness, as well as an eye for

ground, will thus be cultivated".

wSkirmishing implies extended order, in which each
individual acts and thinks for himself and makes use of

~ all his: powers, mental and physical, to obtain a common

object. It is; absolutely essential then that in this
part of his training the intelligence of each recruit shouls
be developed by every possible means, and that a spiril

of independent action, subject to the control and general
directions 6f the section commanders, should be sedulously

encouraged,

tSkirmishing is: an important practicse. The ;nstruction
of the recruit in such exercises must, therefore, be '
considered as one of the most important portions of his
training and should receive very careful attention. It
should commence as soon as: he 1s sufficiently advanced

to be able to carry out the movements in two ranks, and
to perform correctly the various motions required to fire
the carbine, and should be continued throughout h;s
training®.

#It will be explained to the recruits that: -

(1) Fire is only effective when the merk can be seen,
and when it is steadily delivered.

(1i) Tt 1s useless to fire merely for the sake of
firing, when no opponents: are visible and their
position is unknown.

(iif) Engegements are won mainly by the accurate fire
of individuals at decisive range.  Long range
fire should rarely be opened without special

directions from a superior; in the absence of



. o

o

{1

(iv ):

(v)

(vi)

(vii)

(viii)

(1x)

(x)
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orders, however, it may be'directed against large

bodies, such as half a battalion in close order. -

In crises, and against large and conspicuous targets,
fire should be as :apid as is compatible with acecuracy
in order that as great loss may be inflicted as
possible, In ordinary circumstances fire should be

sliow.,

The moral and material effect of concentrated fire,
when every carbine 1s directed against one portion
of the opponent's: line, is far greater than when each

man fires at a mark of his own selection.

Obligue fire (that is, fire delivered at an angle
to the hostile line) will give better results than
frontal, because the surface exposed by the opponent

will be greater.

Enfilade fire (that is, fire directed along the

opponent's line) will be more effective than frontal,

because errors in estimation of range should be of

less importance and its moral effect 1s greater.

The surest way of checging the opponent's advance
or bringing about his retirement 1s to shoot down

his leaders.

Great results may be obtained from fire dellvered
unexpectedly at short range, and men should always

be on the watch for opportunlities of this nature.

Well concealed, a few_bold men extended at wide
intervals can, by rapid fire, deceive the opponent
as to the strength of the‘force by which he 1s
opposed, may delay him for a considerable tlme

and before: withdrawing inflict serious loss.
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It should be manifest from the foregoing extracts that the
R.I.C. was much more than a police force and was adequately
equipped and trained to take 1ts place alongside the

British Army of occupation.

Many of the higher officers were not natives of
Ireland, but all, whether Irish or'foreign, belonged to an
anti-Irish caste and in outlook were strongly anti-national
and pro British Empire, and from time to time supplied
officers to distant British colonies where natives were

to be kept in subjection.

Whilst acting as police, the force was based on
military organisation and wherever possible milifary.terms
were used, for example, forces sent to protect evictors
or even to take part in eviction, were referred to as
detachments:. As already explained, theilr drill Yook
was; adapted without change from that of British infantry
of the period in which the effects of their “showers of
bullets at 1,000 yards* is discussed.

However, it was in methods of intelligence that they

excelled. The folibwing were some of these methods:

(1) When it was thought that members of a family
had information which the R.1.C. needed, a
constable would be sent on a bicycle to their
house.  When nearing the house he would delibefately
puncture one of his: tyres with a pin. Then he
would call at the house: for a basin of ﬁéter to
locate the puncture and, whilst carrylng out the
repairs;, would enter into conversation wilth members
of the family and gradually lead up to the subject
in which he was: interested., Members of the family
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would thus, guite innocently, supply the Constable
with all the local gossip, and when the 'repalrs! were
finished the Constable would have the information

he needed in order to supply a very valuable report
%o Dublin Castle snd perhaps also to supply the
police with clues as to where to institute further

enquiries.

A constable would develop a keen interest in helping
the local blagksmith in striking the iron with a
sledge hammer. Whilst the constable would be
receiving the congratulations: of the neighbours
getting work done at the forge, the great social
meeting place in rural areas, he would graduelly
collect all the local gossip.

. When & publican had suffered the effects of & couple

of ﬁrosacutions and was in danger of losing his
licence, when "“his licence was: only hanging on by a
cobweb"™ was the phrase they used, then he frequently
was in a mood to supply all the locgl information
which his occnpatién‘inevitably brought to him and
thus: having helped the R.I.C. he was secure from .

further prosecution for a long time to come.

Every area had its quota of loyal citizens and the

local R.I.C. barracks_furnished them with an

excellent focal point. They not only suppliled
information of which (as they were mostly employers
of labour) they had excellent sources, but spurred
on the R.I.C. to still greater efforts and wrote bo
the higher-officers or to the Castle if they
considered members: of the. local force got sufficiently

energetic. As many of these loyalists were also
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maglistrates and thelr word was practically law in.
their local areas, it will be realised what a deadly

menace they constituted to all national movements.

Apart from publicans, in the ordinary way certain

people left themselves open to prosecution for

’crimeg against the ordinary law, and they could buy

themselves: off by supplying information sub rosa
to the R.I.C.

The R.I.C. colleétediparticul&rs for the census as well
as statistics of agricultural préduction énd allied
matters. Thls entailed visits to practically.
every house in the country by members of the R.I.C.
and afforded an excellent opportunity, of which full
advantage was taken, to gather all sorts of

information during the course of conversation.

Talking to children, who innocently supplied minute
particulars which came to their keen perception
of all local happenings.

Children of members of the R.J.C. attending the
local schools could not fail to collect all the
extremely valuable information that was avallable

in abundance amongst other schoolchildren.

Bvery R.I.C. barracks had local women employed as

‘barrack servants for cooking, cleaning etc., and,

in the main, these women, mostly married, happened
to be just the type of gossip collectors, par

excellence, that existed in all areas.

The foregoing were just some of the means available to the

R.I.C. to collect the most minute items of information all

over the country and forward all on to Dublin Castle.
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Piaras;Beagiey in his book “M;chael Collins and the
making of ' new Ireland™ writes (Vol. 1, p. 320): "When I
read the evidence given before:the Royal Commission on the
Insurrection of 1916, 1 was: amazed at the exact information
possessed by the R.I.C. as to the strength of the Volunteers
in the various.dis;ricts-and the pumber of rifles possessed

by them®. TYs there any wonder?

Mr; Birrell, Chief Secretary, in his evidence before
the seme commission stated: "So far as the country generally
is concerned, we: have the rgporté of the R.I.C. who send us
in, almost daily, reports frqm almos;‘every district in
Ireland gnd_I have them under the microscope. Their
TepPOrtS: e..... undoubtedly do enable anybody sitting elther
in Dublin or London to form a correct general estimate of

the feeling of the countryside in different localities".

When Volunteer officers qiéited Dublin or when
Volunteer activity in the country concerned Dublin also,
ag was: very frequently the case, minute particulars were
trensmitted to the G. deisioﬁ political section, eilther by
cipher telegram where speed was thought essential, or by
| voluminous: confidential reports. The result was one way
or another that about ninety per cent of R.I.C. informaticn
 reached the G. Bivision (and was.transmittéd by me to the
Irish Volunteers from M&rch; 1917, when I got charge of it,
until 1921).

It is little to be wondered at theh when the R.I.C.
received the_praise of succeeding Lords Lieutenant, Chief
Secretaries, Judges and other high British officilals.

The chief difficulty these people appeared to have was to
£ind different superlatives to apply to the force, such as

“most loyal", "magnificent®, ®splendid®, #axcellent™,
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"wonderful fidelity (MacPherson), down to ®"that famous foree"
by Mr. Justice Barton.

One Judge, after-finding‘with some difficulty & new.
adjective to apply to the R.I.C. when opening his court
down the country, delivered the usual judicial homily on the
stete of the country, the gist of his: speech implying that,

'cwing to the "perverse" (a great British word that, when

applied to the Irish)character of the lower orders of the
Irish people, éelf-government for Ireland could not be
envisaged within any foreseeable period of time. _He

based hils homily on the fact that the number of murders

~ had increased by one hundred per cent since his lest visit.

(Tey had increased from 1 to 2).

It was for their success in dealing with the Fenlans
in 1867 that the R.I.C. acquired the adjective "Royal"
ag part of their officiasl title.

From time to time all during ;hellgth century
officers of, or intended for, polige.service in British
colonies: attended courses in the R.I.C. Depot and were thus
consdidered adequately trained‘for their duty in ruling

native subjects: of the Empire.

Notwithstanding this, the R.I.C. force was looked on
with contempt by certain Colonel Blimps a&s. aping the British

Army and purporting to be a!military‘force when they were

reelly only ecaricatures of that army.

Some members of the R.I.C. never served in unifiorm
but spent their whole service perioq as Journeymen,
blacksmiths, carpenters or other skil;ed tradesmen and in
tLat capacify worked at their trgdes gll over the country

and duly reported all information that came their way to

R.I.C. headquarters at the Castle. Similarly they had men
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working as: labourers on the Quays: of Liverpool, Glasgow and

_Belfa;sto

Cne of the successes of the R.I.€. was in acquiring,
before the ink was: well dry on it, the secret Volunteer plan
for combeting conscription in 1918. This was 8 thorough,
well thought out plan, giving minute instructions
as: will be seen from a perusal of it elsewhere in this
statement. (I sent & copy back to the Volunteers as soon
as G. Dlvision recelved it from the R.I.C., to the utter

consternation of the Volunteers).

The R.I.C. were highly proud of their status as &n
armed force. Shortly after the Rising in 1916 I was
engaged in the arms;, ammunition and explosives permlt office
in Dublin Castle where & loyalist from North Co. Dublin
called about anpermi% to purchase gelign;te, He told me he
knew the County Ihspector of the R,I.C. party that was
defeated at Ashbourne. He stated thét he saw the Volunteers
about ﬁo take up positionszcoming.to Ashbourne,_and when
motoring some miles further on he met the R.I.C. force.

He stated that he stopped the County Inspector and warned
him about the Volunteers being in the vicinity. The
Counﬁy Inspector pooh-poohed the_information and s&id he
would know how to deal with the rebels. The loyalist
warnéd the Inspector, "Remember they are armed men", and
the County Inspector replied, *We are armed men toqm.

The R.I.C. went on and met their fate at Ashbourne.,

The methods of obtaining information that I have
described as being used by the R.I. C. were not used, of course,
only in political anti-national matters but also in

connection with crime such as larceny, burglary, robbery, ete.,
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and ordinary people were frequently unable to draw. a

distinction between the various type of police enquiry.

A further point was that by and large the members of
the R,I.C. Wwere personelly honest and decent men with
discipline and self respect, and in peaceful times Wwere
influences'for good in small commmities, Thié:applied
particularly to Sergeants, who were often the most exemplary
citizens in these communities. Consegquently, when the
Black and Tens came, although coming militarily to the help
of the R.I.C., they brought mean tricks of "scrounging",
petty pilfering and other activities of demoralised British
soldiery which disgusted the oid R.I.C., who, however loyel,

had no love for the new arrivals,

The nmere fact that these men were rather decent men
in peaceful times made them all the more & menace wWhen the
netional resurgence burst forth, and it took some time and
some exhortation to convince local peopleé that the R.I.C.
were really their enemiesi. A particular menace to the
Volunteers; was the small area, policed by one sergeant and
five constables. The police in this: case knew almost
everything about every native of the area, and when a
prominent Volunteer officer from Dublin came to.the area,
although previously unkmown to the police in Dublin, was
soon noted by the R.I.C. as & stranger. His movements were
noticed and noted, and even if hils: name was not ascertained,
his being in the company of local Sinn Féiners gave & clue
to his business in the areé. A1l travelling at that time
was by rail, and when the Volunteer left by train the R.I.C.
ascertainéd as: to where he had a.tickét, as for_example, to
Dublin. Then either his name, if known, or his descriptlon
without name if unknown, wés:sent immed iately by cipher wire
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to G. Division. & G, man met the train and shadowed the
suspect to his residence in the city. That G. man pointed
him out to other G. men on following days, and ascertailned
his name and occupation eventually. If his employer was a
loyalist, an endeavour was made to get him dismissed from
his job, and, in any case, he was added to the list of
Bublin éuspects and all future movements and assoclations
watched, This fact of the menace of the émall station in
an lsolated countryside was the main reason for the
ruthless.war subsequently made on small R.I.C. stationéxby
the I.R.A.

It should here be mentioned that in the R.I.C.

'sm&ll statlions with strengths up to ten men, each member of

the force did political (i.e., anti national) duty,

enguirles, espionage, etc.

In cities like Dublin and the larger towns,
political duty was: specially allocated to detectives who
were whole-time specialists on that work., That was, and is,
so in all cities in Ireland and elsewhere, One reason is
that specialists become highly efficient when allocated to
one: particular type of duty.- Another 1s that secret
political work coﬁld not be safely allocated amongst all the
nen in large stations with 30 or more men, as secrecy could
not be maintained amongst such a large number of all types

of nmen.

The expefiénce of the Irish people dur;ng the 19th
century had convinced them that there was no use in
endeavouring to organise & physical force movement, that all
their actlvities would be known to the_"T"eele::'s“l in tine
to enable the British Government to &rrest the leaders in
time and frustrate all their plans. As is: explained

elsewhere in this statement, this psychological handicap
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was removed by I.R.A. intelligence activity later on and

even made to work in the opposite direction.

411 through the 19th century the R.I.C. were used
as the mainstay of evictors, oppressors and coerclonists

of all kinds, and very efficiently they performed their

" tasks. Illustrations of old papers show then protecting the

operators of, or even using themselves, the battering ram

on the homes of humble Irish citizens.

As 4f to rub salt into the wound of the people, |
when extra B.I.C. had to be brought into a cnunty to carry out
evictions.or coercion, in addition to suffering the evil
efﬂects;of their activities the county ratepayers had to pay

for the cost of the extra police.

Yet as: if to prove that no sweeping general rule
can be applied to any sectlon of men, even in the R.I.C.,
there was always a smell number who hated.their rulers and
superiors. In secret G. Division reports of 1862-5
reference is: made to there being many_Fenians:&mongst the
R.I.C. One G. Division report, after describing the
movements: of two Fenian members of the R.I.C. from the Depot,
stated that it should not be too difficult to identify them
at the Depot as neither had whiskgrs. | |

An old member of the R.I.C. told me many years ago
that he was amongst a l&rge batch of police-segt to the North
to prevent Orangemen attacking Catholic houses. Things
got so bad that the R.I.C. got orders to fire over the
heads of the rloters and that he and some othersn&eiiberately
fired into the mob and killed and wounded some of the
disturbers. The astonished mob was not long in disappearing
after that. |
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An old detective, a native of the North of Ireland,
once told me that Lord Leitr;m_wgs shot in Donegal by a
Presbyterian member of the R.;.C. I asked him why an R.I1.C.
man should -shoot him. He replied, "Righteous indignation
at the unsavoury conduct of Lord Leitrim, who was a notorious

libertine®,

It 1s, of course, well known that many of the
children of R.I.C. men were very active members of Sinn
Féin and of the. I.R.A., and that members of the R.I.C.
resigned in 1920 and joined I.R.A. flyiné columns.

From about 1906 to 1914 recruits of & more
nationalist type joined the police because during that
period there was @.pathetic belief that Home Rule for
Irelend was inevitable at an early date as the Liberals
were in power in Great Britain. It was mainly this
category of R.I.C. man who resigned in 1920 or stayed on
and helped the I.R.A. intelligence organisation.

However, notwithstanding these excepﬁipns thé R.I.C.

machine_remained an apparatus of oppresslon to the very

end. The top storey was completely loyal to England

about twenty-five: per cent were nationalist in outlook
and desired HomeIRule, and the remeinder believed in their
divine mission to rule Ireland and were proud of all the
ad jectives of praise the force had received from Ireland's
oppressors for a whole century. #Dirty idiots'™ and |

wglavesi' were the epithets of Sinn Eéiners:for these.

As already remerked, the R.I.C. machine as & whole
wais operated &s @ team and could be combated only by & tean.

The Irish Volunteers: of 1917-21 whether efficient, inefficlent
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or in between, was the only semblance of & machine that
Irishmen had ever built up for over one hundred years. ;
&nd Ireland's sole hope of success was: to casé harden her
own machine and supply it with hard cutting edges. Many
of us had brooded. over these stern realities for many
years, and when fate presented & machine at lgsm it was
operated with the utmost ruthlessness and efficiency in
the effort to drive out the invaders. How that result
was brought about is: described elsewhere in this

statement.

Chapter V.

Experiences and Recollections: 1916:

About early Merch, 1916, the Citizen Army held
manoeuvres end practised street fighting all one night in
the P&triék St., Coombe, francis St. area. A large force
of detectiyes;and unifbrqed police were present all that

night but took no action.

Next morning the detectives made pheir several
individual reports and many_of them described the night's
actions as "rehearsal of street fighting". A central report
was complled and several copies were submittéd in the usual
manner to the various: authorities in the Castle, viz. civil,
military and police. Nobody appeared to attach any
special importqnce to the night's actlivities, although the
ominous: word "rehearsal' was used several times in the
reports. It was just-treaped as another: march of

Volunteers: and left at that.

Bver since the Volunteers were formed in 1913
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detectives or police accompanled all marching parties of
Volunteers, and when the split came the same system of
observation was maintained on boph_sections, viz, Trish
Vblunteefs and National Volunteers.” In the beginning and
for some time the Voluhteers looked self-conscious in their
uniforms, most of which were not too well tailored. As the
men were of all shapes, sizes and ages, some with beards and
others with spectacles, they often presgnted a rather “gawky"
appearance &as compared with police or British military.
There was:;, however, a gradual improvement in aﬁpe&rance.

and police who accompanied the St. Patrick's Day, 1916,
parade of the Irish Volunteers gommented on the remarkable
turn out of the men on that day. Gone were all awkwardness
and self-consciousness, and the men looked like soldiers,

no longer dominated by theif uniforms, and, w.ith rifles and
béyonets, had acquired a workmanlike and purposeful air
comparable to the best British infantry battalions of the
time.

Full reports were made by the police on that day's
marches, and again nobody seemed to give the matter much

thought in British Government circles.

A1l this time, however, police raids were coﬁtinuously
being made on newsagent's shops, and mosquito printing
plants, and what they st&led “seditious:literaturem was
constantly being seized, accompénied frequently by arrests

for disloyal activities.

The Castle author;ties never appeared to_anticipaté a
risiﬁg by the Volunteers.,  They did expect resisﬁggée to
arrest or disarmament and believed they held the initiative
as to Whether there would be: & clash or not. The British

at this time purported to be fighting for democracy and
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smali nationalities on the continent and appeared to be

unwilling to admit to themselves or anybody else that they
were really holding down Ireland sgainst the wishes of the
Irish people, especially as the Irish laéder, Jdobhn Redmond,

‘bad committed Ireland to the European War and they claimed

that Redmond, and Redmond alone, was entitled to speak on

"behalf of Ireland.

About this time Alderman Tom Kelly read s document at

a meeting of Dublin Corporation purporting to be a plan
drawn up by the British for widespread activitiea‘géainsm

the Volunteers, involving the cordoning off of certain
areas: of the city with the disarmament and arrest of &ll
members: of the Irish Volunteerg Citizen Army and Hibernlan
Riflesu. No information ever reached the lower ranks of.fhe

detectives @s to whether thils was & genuine British_ofﬂicial

document or & clever scere prepared by the Volunteers.

The document had the correct official aspect and terminoldgy,
end, 1f not genuine, could only have been faked only by
gome high official with long éxperience in the British service
otherwise it would be bound to have: smell flaws which would
have made it obvious to the poiice that it was a fake.

I was not in & position at that time to learn what was the

" peaction to the document in the higher Castle circles.

- Next came the Casement landing. ‘m-cipher message
came from the R.I.C. in‘Tralee that a mysterious stranger,
whom they described, had been arrested at Bannagh Strand
and was being taken under escort to Kingsbridge Station
by the train due that evening. The ﬁrain was met at
Kingsbridge by & Detective Inspectbr-and a party of other
detectives and the prisoner was taken by the Inspector and

two detectives direct to London. Nobody exeept the
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Inspéctor knew that it was Sir Roger Casemeﬁt,and the other
detectives; at the station were told by the Inspector that
the prisoner was not Casement. It was nbt admitted éven
to the detectives that it was really Casement until the
prisoner was securely under lock and key in London.

It was feared that some of the deteéiives might tell some
rellway offlcials at Kingsbridge or pressmen who the

prisoner really was,

Many years: afterwards I met a Government technical
official who happened to travel by the seme train as Casement
and the R.I.C, escort of a couple of men., The official
did not know who the prisoner was, but said it was obvious
to him that the prisoner was & most distinguished and
important personage. The prisoq?r was crying &ll the way

~on the journey to Dublin. What struck the official most

.was how easy it would have been to rescue the prisoner from

the small party of police had any efficient organisation
been avallable to undertake the task. |

Then & report came from the R.I.C. regarding the

dissster to & party of Volunteers who wWere drowned when

their car ran over the pier into the River Laune at
Killorglin. Those drowned were Con Keating, Dan Sheehan
and Charles: Monaghan.,

‘The higher officials: regarded the Casement capture and
the Killorglin disaster as further evidence of that
Providence which élwayseoperated against Irish risings and in
favour of the British Empire.r The four winds of heaven '
blowing the French out of Bantry Bay in 1796 was quoted as a
parallel instance. I think it was John Mitqhel who

referred to the phenomenon a&s: the "British providence®,
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One would have‘expected all these portents would have
warned the British that an early rising was contemplated.
But, no doubt partly due to Eoin MacNeill's fateful
countermanding order cancelling all parades on Easter Sunday,

the rising when it begen on Easter Monday took the Castle

.authorities by complete surprise. Most officials went away

for the Bank Holiday, some to Falryhouse Races and some even

to England.

The first iIntimation that a rising had started was
conveyed to the Detective Office a couple of minutgs after’
midday on Baster Monday by telephqne from the Central Po;ice

' Telephone Office in Dublin Castle. It stated that & party

of Volunteers, accompanied by an ambulance corps and

‘stretchers, had brocken into and occupied some buildings in

Marrowbone Lane and that the buildings were being barricaded.
By some strange error, on the following Saturday when the
rising was over this same télephone message was again
circulated to all police stations. There was an immediate
concentration once more of an enormous British military
force on Marrowbone Leane, only to find no activity whatever
in that area. It was thén ;ealised that the mesSage was
recircul&ted through a mistake. ° Soon further messages

told of the occupation of the General Post Office, chob's
biseuit factory, the Four Courts, Boland's Mills etc.

Detectives who had accompanied the marching parties
of Volunteers in the usual manner began to .return to the
office all with the same story - the Volunteers had broken
into so-and-so building. The Chief Commissioner, Colonel
Edgeworth-Johnstone, ordered all members of the_mublin
Metropolitan Police off the streets and into barracks.

Members. of the Detective force sat around the dining-room
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and compared notes of their experiences. One member of the

force always- suspected of belng rather timid and never

assoclated with a sense of humour, described how he

marched after a pargy of Volunteers to St. Stephen's Green.
“When I saw them", he said, ®"going into S5t. Stephen's Green
and pulling up the shrubs planted by Sir John Ross with such

. ceremony & couple of years: ago, I thought 1t was time to

. cease to accompany the Volunteersm. (Sir John Ross, former

Commissioner of the D.M.P., was & keen horticulturist
and had been invited to plant the first shrub in 1913 by the

St. Stephen's Green authorities).

- Numerous messages arrived from the Central Police
Telephone office regarding buildings occupied by the
Volunteers and shooting in various areas. A report came
in about the shooting of COnstable O'Brien,who tried to
close the gate of the Upper Castle yard, and of the death
of Sefn Connolly in an attack on the Castle. Later a
message came abouﬁ the capture of the 'Evening Mail' office
from the Irish Volunteers by British forces,'which ended
by saying: “they are now: carrying out the dead".

It was a bit of & shock to hear that some of the Volunteers
who had marched so often through the streets ‘were how fthe

dead"™, probably some of them under twenty years of age.

It was a grim reminder that death was now in the midst of

these cheerful young men. Once again, as in 1642, 1798,

180% and 1867, Irish forces failed to take Dublin Castle,
b

The trams continub@ to pass up and down Gt. Brunswick
St. for over am hour after the rising had commenced, adding
their noise to the sounds of rifie fire. The detectives
were prepared to defend thgir bullding, armed as they were
with .32 Automatic pistols. . They had the same falth in
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these practically worthless weapons as: one would now have in
. ' ’ " . N .
Thompson guns. We junior members: had never been served out

with any firearms. Gradually Dublin members of the British

Army home on leave, some armed with rifles and some without

any weapons, began to drift in to the Detective: Office,

One of them with & name like Pat Murphy and with & large
moustache, was a sapper and told us he was an “engineer" on
every possible occasion. The soldiers who had rifles were
placed a£ upstalrs windows: to defendithe building in case
of attack, but no oceasion ever occurfed for any of them to
fire a shot. British Army headguarters got to hear of our
garrison and & couple of times each_day demanded lis;s-of the
army membersnpresent” sometimes:by regiments, other times by
ranks. Every nem'enquiref appeared to regquire the nameq
under some new form of listing; Jioe Cﬁvanagh, a. detective
officer who.had got the job of compiling some of the lists,
facetioué&y suggested to the Chief Inspector that the .
soldiers should be measuredi for height, as sooner or later
some 'Brass hat’ would think of a list according to height,
nearly every other form of classification being by that time
exhausted. On one of these occasions Joe.Cavanagh took the
Chief Inspector along the line of soldiers, supplying such
items as, *This is Corporal Jones of the Buffs®, "This is
Private Kelly of the Dublin Fusiliers®, and coming to Pat _
Marphy, "Pat, here, 1s an engineer", This evoked -loud
laughter as Pat had made no secret of the importance of his

calling.

~Many members of the public called at the Detective
Ofﬂice during the week, mostly seeking information about

relatives: who had fajled to return home from their outings

on the Bank Hollday. All condémned the rising, which was,

as a matter of fact, most unpopular during that week and for
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a. couple of weeks afterwards. Several loyal cltizens of
the old Unionist type called to enquire: why the British Army
and the police had not already ejected the Sinn Féiners from
the occupled buildings. ‘Whilst a number of that type were
present & big uniformed D.M.P, man, a Clare man, came in,

He told us of having gone to his home in Dgnnybrook to

 assure himself of the safety of his family, He saw the
_British Army column which had landed at Kingstown (now

Dunlaoghaire) marching ghrough Donnybrook. %They were
singing", he said, "but the soldiers that came in by
Ballisbridge didn"t do much singing. They ran info a few
Irishmen who soon took the singing. out of them", We laughed
at the loud way he said it and the effect on the loyalists
present.. One morning about the middle of Easter Week

a field gun appegred outside our barrack on the Trinitf
College side of the road. A large crowd of sightseers

 soon collected, men, women and children. Some of the men,

wearing mufflers, obviously ex-British soldiers, with "0l1d
Bill"™ or large moustaches, Were advising the soldiers as
how best to remove stone sets from tﬁe carriageﬁay in order
to provide & hole for the gun trailer. The whole attitude
of the crowd wgs:like what it would be if observing a steam-
foller or a fire engine. We got tired of watching at the
windows waiting to see a gun firing.real shells and so
resuéed card plgying ingside. After some time there was a .
swishing sound in the street and we: heard the crowd |
scampering as fast as it could. On” looking out we saw one
of the artillery men lying on the rogd where he had been
killed by & bullet fired from the corner building of
Bachelor's Walk. Apparently the gun was about to be fired
at that building, The field gun was taken down Tara St.

and we heard it firing from the Butt Bridge area later on.
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One could see some bizarre sights from the windows
during that weel: corper-boys wearing sdlk hats, ladies
from the slums sporting fur coats, afcycling corps of
barefooted young urchins;riding brand new bicyeles stolen
from some of the-shops; and members of the underworld
carrying umbrellass, One- citizen was‘carfying a large
fliteh of baéon on his: back, with another walking behind
cutting off @ piece of bacon with a large knife. Although
the detectlves, In common_with the whole D.M.P; force, were
by Commissioner's orders confined to barracks, members of
the housebresking squad were revolted at the sight of so
much étolen property being flaunted before their eyes. They
sallied out aﬁd soon_filled the cells at College‘St. police
station with prisoners who could not be dealt with until
the following week when the courts were opened. Meanwhile
the prisoners regaled the police with a day and night
concert from their places of confinement. During the

arrests of these prisoners bullets were striking the wals

~ round about the area,

Immediately on the Rising beihg finisﬂed,‘the senlor
political detectives went to Richmond Barracks to identify
and c¢lassify the prisoners, seleqting those who were best
known as leaders for immediate trial by courtmartisl. It
was; then that the political record books in the Detective
Office were'brought into use; The books: were taken to the

Castle and, I believe, subsequently to Richmond Barracks.

The records might show, for example, that Michael
O'Hanrahan met Thomas HMcDonagh in Grafton St. three months

before and had a conversatipn of some minupes'-durqtion.

'Thgt did not appear to be an important item to be récor@ed

but, when it was brought forward at thé trial qf O'Hanrahan,

e
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it was an addition&l proof, apart from his participation in
the rising, of his general anti—Brifish activities, The
record books consequently assumed a more sinister role than

one would have thought reading them before Baster Week, 1916.

Executions began to take place and, when continued
day after day, began to shock and stun a good many of the
police and detectives. Death was in the alr and young men

had been shot as prisoners in Kilmainham Jail.

A few days after Baster Week was over, the British
got an idea - from where, I never heard - thet Sinn Féiners
who had escaped after participation in the Rising were
likely to iry to get away to England, of all places, and by
the mail boat route via Holyhead. In order to prevent this;,
several Séotland Yard detectives‘were brought to Kingstown
Pler to arrest Sinn Péiners trying to trevel. Scotland
Yard detectiveg;wére assumed in British circles to be mﬁch
superior in efficiency to Irish police end were: supposed
to be inspired by Providence with some specisl gift of
identifying escaping rebels. No Irish police were allocated
to this duty. To make the matte:.still more farcical, the
Seotland Yard men had to act under the orders of the militery,
who(then had the complete: upper hand in the country.
Consequehtly, &.British Ma jor, in kilts, was commander of

the whole operation.

As a harbour was involved, the British Navy also had
to take a hand, and a naval tender, occgpie&,by a party of
armed marines and mounting a2 pom-pom gun, rednfqrced the
military and Scotland Yard party for about &.fortnight at the
Pier. DNeedless to éa#, no escaping Sinn Féiners put in an

gppearance.
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A couple of us: were sent to escort a “wery important
person", several of whom travelled between London and Dublin

every day at that time.

I remember- seeing one of the Scotland Yard men
collaring & typical old Unionist from South County Dublin
as soon as he went on'board fhe mailboat. The detective_
took the indignant_traveller to a cabin for interrogation.
I listened oﬁts&de the door and heard the Yard man exgleim:
"Well, now! Why do you suppose I ask the questions?

For the good of my 'ealth, is 1t?".

Some time after the Rising, I met a United Irish

. Ieague (Redmondite) organiser who lived quite near Kilmainham
‘Jail. He was, of course, politically opposed to Sinn Féin -
and never had & good word, naturally, for that organisation.
I asked him did he hear the firing during the executions

at the prison. He said thet he did, and that he and all

the neighbours used to pray all night for the men about

- to be executed next morning. "My God!"™, he: said, "it was
terrible waiting, and the volleys sounded in the morning

like a clap of thundert®,

After the Rising, an enormous mass of Sinn Fé;n
literature was captured by the military and police from.
meeting places and homes oﬂ‘Voluntee;s for weaks-gfter the
Rising was:; over. All thisalitgratﬁre, maps, etc., were
stered in the Bruﬁswick St. Detective Officé. When the
Volunteers began to reoré&nise in 1917, I gradually returned
to‘them samples or copies of all documents, meps &nd
publications which had been captured, which were of some,K
help to them in picking up'the threads: of their organisation

again.
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The police authorities appeared to assume that the
executions, Iimprisonment and internment had finished Sinn
Féin and the Irish Volunteers for ever, and began cutting
down the number of detectives on political duty. Some
retired on pension and were not replaced, and some were
transferred, mith_the result that, when the national
movement became resurgent & couple of years afterwards, the
detective force was not strong enough and had to be rapidly
reinforced with partially trained men in order to try to
suppress:sinn Féin.

Chapter V1.

Recollections and Experiences 1917:

The 1916 sentenced prisoners were ;eleased in June? ‘
1917, and the folloW1ng_month Mr, de: Valera was elected M.P.
for East Clare. The R.I.C. collected extracts from his ‘
speeches there and in County anegal and sent them to the G.
Division, where the most'seditious'items in the speeches .

were selected and used to secure & warrant for his arrest.

On & date, which I indirectly place as 1lth August,
1917, a warrant arrived am‘the Detective Office, 1 Great
Bfunswick St. at about 6 p.m. Detective.Sergeant_Fagan and
I were the only officers.present, Fegen in one office and I
in another. So we were ordered to arrgst de Valera,‘who
Wwas stated to be residing at 34, Munster St., Phibsborough.
We were told not to enquire for him at that house, for fear
he might happen to be{absent and our calling there might
put him on his guard. We were to wateh for him in the

vicinity.

Sergeant Fagen had a trade union grievance against
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the Chief Inspector for giving him the outdoor job of

arresting after having completed & day's: work in the office,
he not being on the "political"™ duty étaff. Members of that
body would come on dutya 7 p.m. and *political" drrests

-were their specialty.. I reinforced him in his sense of

‘grievance as mﬁch as I safely could. S0 we decilded to make 

no appeafance in the Phibsbor&ugh area until after 7 p.m.
when the other staff would come on duty. All this: time

I was trying to think of some means: of warning de Valera of

the. intended arrest but could do nothing whilst Fagan was
along with me. An Irish Volunteer named Peadar Healy

who perticipated in the 1916 Rising lived at_Sé, Phibsborough
Road, but a1l I could do was to note where No. 86 was
situated in case I might find mysélf alone fdrla couple

of minutes in order to go there and warn Healy. Fagan and

. I moved down towards Mount joy police station shortly after

seven o'clock, but Fagan decided to go into the police
station in order to ring up Superintendent Brien'at the
Detective Office to-say that we had not seen "that man',

He invited me in to have & drink, but I told him that I was
& tee&otaller and said I would wait outside. This; was

guite near O'Hanrahan®s shop, which was owned by Harry

. O'Hanrahan and his sisters, (their brother, Michael

O'Hanrahan; was executed in Baster Week, 1916) but, even so,
I dared not enter, as many members of the police lived in
that area and, as; I was pr?tty'we&l known also as an athlete,
somebody would be practically ecertain to note my entry to the
shop of such very well-known Sinn Féiners. Accordingly, I
decided to sprint to Healy's and try to get back before
Fagan emerged from the station. Peadar Healy was absent
from his house but his brother was in. T told him who

and what I was, and that de Valera was about to be arrested.
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I asked him to wérn de Valera in case the latter wished to
evade arrest. I‘sprinted back and, on turning into the
North Ciréui&r Road, met Detective}Sergeant Revell, who was
stationed in the: “political® office in the Castle and lived
in the Phibsborough area, I' told him theat we were "looking
for" de Valera and that Fagan was in Mountjoy poclice station.
Revell did not suspect me of anything and returned wilth me
to meet Fagan. He‘quite sympathiséd with Fegan's grievance.
and agreed that the arrest should be left to the outdoor
mpolitical'f‘ staff and that Fagan should not go near Munster
St. at all. So Fagan and I returned to the Detective |
Office, but Pagan was afraild for siome time afterwards that
Revell, who was &.loyalist,_might report that.PFagan did not -
try to carry out the ap;est. However, Revell did not

like the Superintendent and 4did nothing further in the

matter.

Next day I was on duty in the Castle Detective Office
and all day pressmen kept calling, asking 1f it was a fact
thet a warrant was: out for ?he arrest of de Valera. The
Supefintendent refused to enmmenf, and this\went_on for a
whole week. _Meanmhile de Valera could not.bewobserved
&nywhefe by the detectives, who remarked that it was strange
that he could be seen every day before the warrant was
issued. The uniformed,police got to heér'of'the search for
de Vaiera, and one: of them, an athlete, speaking to me in
the street, saw Detectives Hoey and Smith pqssing and said:
ook at these two .;.....5, out looking for de Valefaf

It would come to a low day for a man like de Valera to be

arrested by two eeveesS 1ike ‘them™!

Pressmen continually rang up Superintendént Brien

8% to whether it was a fact that de: Valera was to be arrested.
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He lost his: temper with one of these and said: ™Where did
you get your information? Maybe that would be more to the
point™! Everyone in Dublin got to know what was on, and

it is sadd that Sir Horace Plunkett threatened to resign
from the Irish Convention then sitting in Trinity College

if such a‘méladroit step was taken as to arrest de Valera

a£ such an ill-chosen moment.. The Castle authorities,

In view of the failure to arrest and tgg widespread publicity,
decided to have the warrant cancelled and, when the pressmen
called at the Castle on the following Saturday morning,
Superintendent Brien received them and, most unétuously
rubbing his hands, said: "To be quite frank with you,

there never wds.any warrant issued for the arrest of de

Valerat,

Shortly afterwards I accldentally met Peadar Healy.
-He told me that they had verified that a warrant had been_
issued and that Mr. de Valera had asked him to thank me for
the warning. I told hiﬁl about the pressmen calling at the
Castle every day and this; alarmed him to some extent.
I told him that I would be able to warn them of serious
danger that might threaten in the future.

The Castle authorities regarded de Valera as a very
sinister enemy, and the failure to arrest him adied to his
already formidable reputation to them. They were very
mach perturbed by the whole matter. Conversely, the Irish

Volunteer Headgquarters enjoyed the experience.

On the 15th August, 1917, Colonel Méuricé Moore's
(National Volunteers) arms dump was seized by the British,
who &lso.carried out many arrests a;l over the country
of Irish Volunteers and seized several Volunteer arms dumps

in Ulster. One of the Dublin papers, the "Freeman's Journal!

I]
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I think, complained that the British Government chose the
great Roman Catholic holyday to carry out the Ulster raids,
with deliberate malice, As the de Valera warrant was issued'
tpe previous day, that is why I say that, indirectly, I place
the date of issue as 1llth August, 1917.

| During the period of the death of Tomds Ashe, due to
forcible feeding in Mountjoy Prison, and the following days,
Superintendent Brien received daily reports fromLsome sSpy
as to the activities and intentions of the Volunteers in
connection with the Ashe_funeral and the_supposed intention
of the Volunteers to'carry out reprisals. 0One report was
to the effect that de Valera attended Volunféerlsecret |
meetings and took a party of Volunteers somewhere to carry
out a reprisal and then called_off all activities, Brien
said: "That's all he will ever be able to do. He marched
his. men up the hill. He marched them down again™,
Needless to say, I sent all these items of information,
through O'Hanrahan's;, to the Wblunteer-Headquarters in e&ch

case, with thé least possible delay.

During the month.of October, 1917, the British in
Dublin Castle worked themselves up iInto a state of great
excitement about another Rising, which they said they hﬁd
absoluteiy certain information would take place on Sunday,
lith November., Elaborate precautions were taken and the
utmost steps were taken in order to have all Irish extremists
watehed, On that Sunday afternoon, detectives reported
that they had seen the two Cosgrave brothers walking in the
Crumlin area, 1mméculately dressed and wearing chamols gloves
and not looking in the least degree about to fake part in an
immediate new rebellion.  Lord Wimbourne, Lord Lieutenant,

speaking later in the House: of Lords, poured scorn on the
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alarmists. He said: "We were told that there was to be a
rebellion on the Ljith of November. On that day, not & dog
barked in Irelend®™. He conveyed that Ireland was perfectly

peaceful and there would never be serious trouble again there.

Again, all the police reports prior to that date,
on that date and subsequently, regarding the alleged projected
rising, were sent by me through Q'H&nrahan's, usually on the

very days the reports were typed.
Introduction of a camera:

7 Early in January, 1917, a Detectlve Ofﬂicer‘(Nixon),
whose brother in the R.I.C. was notoriously active against |
Volunteers and Catholics in Belfast - several of whom he shot,
was: directed to purchase & snapshot camera for the Detective
Division. The G._Division had for years a photograpnic
sgction for photographing dead bodies! copying photographs
of prisoners sent from prisons. ' or f:om other police forces,
etc, Nixon had been formerly in charge of that sectlon,

hence he was: selected to purchase the new camera.

We were told that the camera was for the purpose of
photographing Irish Volunieera and Sinn Féiners when walking
in the streets, as photographs of disloyal persons: found in
raids on their houses. or offices were usually of the posed
variety and were not helpful in identifying extremists in
the streets. What W&s;needed'waérg caméra that would take
a. perscon moving and so givé a more realistic picture than
those of the studio variety. As the new camera could take |

photographs at a.speed of one thousandth of a second,

* there would be no difficulty in taking a picture of & man

walking. As: a matter of fact, the famera could take the

finish of a 100 yards race in perfect clearness. .
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We were never told who had conceived the idea of the
provision of the new camera, but my surmise'was, and is,
that it was. the British military #ho had directed its use.
The military now regarded themselves a&s the masters of
Ireland and even in 1916 they were not satisfied with the
Detective Diwvision. They considered that the detectives
should have been able to identify every prisoner taken at the
Surrénder after the riéing, and be able to give particulars
of the prisonersf individual activities, associates, family
connections, etc. - This the detectives had not been able
to do. Reading between the lines of official correspondence
at the time, I had come to the conclusion that British
military wished to have a complete m&stery‘theﬁselves of all
disloyal &ctivities, so that in case of another rising and
another surrender they would be independent oflthe aid of
the pélicé in identificatlon work. The arrivgl of the
cémera,confirmed me in that view. If the photographs of
active Jrish nationalists, taken of these persons in their

natural walking attitﬁdes in the streets, were supplied

"to the military, who now regarded themselves as permanently

in the saddle, the British Army would be well equipped for

dealing with future Irish nationalist actlvities.

The Detective Officér who had purchased the camera

‘was himself of strong and avowed Orange view, but, like

many others of the same category, did not wish to run any
personal risks himself and said’ he was too, busy in his
present duties to take the photographs but that they could

easily be taken by anyone skilled in photography. So the

camera ﬁas given to two of us to take out in the streets and
photograph well-known Sinn Féiners. Neither of us had the
slightest intention of taking. such photographs, but we

adopted a dog-in-the-manger attitude in pretending We were



anxiousrto take.thg piétures ourselves and so delaying as
long as possible the handiﬁg over of the camera.io others
who might be willing to carry out the work. The camera
itself was a wonderful plece of apﬁaratus and we took |
several snapshots of running and high jumping for our own
s&tisfgction. Tn such a camera in unskilled use, there are
about half & dozen-things can go wrong, anyone of which would
spoil &,photograph,,pawtly owing to the extremé sensitivity
of the plates. So we rang the changes.oﬁ-all these ”mistgkesf
when pretending to take photographs in the streets, and were
never short of a reason why we got no results. Nlxon was
furious as he sensed very well that we did not want to take
the pictures. Eventually we were broughtlbefore | ‘
Superintehdent Brien, accompanied by Nixon. We poigted out
all the difficulties of operating a.compliqate&.snaPShot
camera. as compared with an or&inanquamera. Nixon saw
these Aifficulties could be mastered. I pointed out that
the camera had to be sighted through a ground glass sereen,
whereas cameras: used by pressmen ﬁere focussed directly
through & sight on the top of the camera.  Nixon nearly
went into convulsions: at this refleetion on his judgment on
purchasing. We well knew that if Brien had agreéd that a
better camera was necessary 1t wnﬁld t&ké at least six.
months to get finance sanction and there would have been
severe cyiticism of the purchase of an uhsqitablé camera,
Nixon said the photographs could be taken guite easily
with the camera we had. So I suggested to the Superintendent
‘who, by the way, did not like Nixon, that Hixon_should come
out on the streets himself and take & few photes and show
how it could bé done. Brien agreed and ordered Nixon to
accompany uS. Hixonfsaneck turne&.purple with rage and he

said he was too busy in the office. However, he had to come.
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I suggested to Niion that we go’' outside No. & Harcourt St.,
where we would be bound to see: some extreme Sinn Féiners up
from the country.. I knew, of course, ﬁhat was the last
thing he wanted to do. He said he could not afford that
mach ﬁime away from the office. So he took some photos at
random of pedestrians: who happened to be passing on the .
street, returned to the office and developed them successfullyf
Our argument against this was that those photographed.weré
not Sinn Féiners, who would not be likely to allow themselves

to be photographed so tamely.

Some weeks: passed on and we: stlll produced no
photographs;,. although always promising that we would sooner
or later get over the "mistake period'.

Meanwhile the €hilef Commissioner, Colonel Edgeworth-
Johnstone, wrote a minute to Superintendent Brien, saying
that by this: time the Detective Eivisiqn should have quite &
gallery of photographs: of Sinn Péiners.

Brien sent for us again, this time accompanisd by an
Inspector who had formerly been official photographer.
This' Inspector was mainly occupied in racecourse duty and
did not desire to become unpopular with any section of the
public. We repea;ed our former “gxplanations“ as to our
failure up to then. The Inspector said there should be no
difficulty in taking the photos. I agaln suggested that the‘

Inspector should accompany us on the streets and Brien agreed,

When we got outside, the Inspector was furipﬁs.and
asked why I suggested his coming out w;th us. I told him
he had beén.very ready to say the photos: could be taken.
"There will we go", he said. T repeated the No. 6 Harcourt
St. suggestion. "Not...... likely", saild he, "I am too busy

with my own work",



"*‘

<,

62,

So we made our way to the brlidge inside St. Stephen's
Green, where*%he_Inspector ﬂbok some photographs. As We
had previously bent the plate holder, light got into the
sensitive plate and the photos wWere a.complete failure when

developed, so the camera was sent for repairs,

Meanwhile Colonel Johnstone sent a further minute to
Superintendent Brien enquiring what progress had been made
in our photographic activities. I got the: jJob of writing an
explanation, which Superintendent Brien submitted. I used
about a: page of technical jargon and wound up by say;ng,
"I hope, with practice, eventually to master thé Intricacies
of the apparatus®™. Colonel Johnstone wrote & sarcastic
minute on the fils, using.the words intricacies and apparatus

gseveral times inside inverted commas.,

After several more weeks had pessed without results
two other detectives were given the camera and. directed to
photograph nationalists on the streets. Joe Cavanagh had
followed our activities with amused interest. So now I
got him to tell his 1916 friend, Sefin M. 0'Duffy, to.warn the
Sinn Féiners against letting themsélves be photographed,
ag the men with the camera now might try to secure resulfs.
However, the camera proved too difficult for them an@-they
made all the technical mistakes on one occasdoﬁ after

another,

Nixon was again sent out with the new photographers
and on one occasion took up a position on the east sidelof
0*Connell Bridge just in time to see the late Henry_Dixén
about to approach there from Purcell's tobacco shop.

When halfway across the road the war& o0ld Fenlan spotted
" Nixon and the camera, about which he had been warned by the

Volunteer intelligence department, and acted as one of the
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detectives said, Wliké a suspicious woodquest on seeing &

fowler with a éunm.

About this time a. friend of Colonel Johnstone returned
from India and was staying with him for a few days. This
friend was- an expert photographer who had snappéd tigers at
point blank range. So the Chief Commissioner took the
camera to his home, with_ﬂix plates loaded in holders at a
city photographic establishisnt._ The military friend tock
six snapshot_photogr&phs during the week-end and Colonel
Johnstone sent a.detective'to the photographic shop w1tﬁ the
camera-and plates to have the photographs developed.
iqe Cavanagh and I knew the man in the development department
and persuaded him to spoil the pla;es..' This he did
by allowing in light. The photographer returne@“the camera
énd plates to the Qbmmissignef with notes as to the mistakes
made in rqturning thg covers on the platesagfter exposure,
with instructions as to how to avoid similar mistakes in

future.

" Meanwhile the Commissioner's frienq had gone to
England and after that the 1ﬁeé of photogfaphing S;nn
Féiners was:droppéa. Not & single photograph of a natidnalist
had ever bgen furnished to the Casth people over a;period
of two years, but, on thgrcontra;y; some excellent photographs
had been obtaineq of important British off;gials and sent to

the Irish Volunteer intelligence department.

Irish Convention:

This Irish Convention commenced proceedings in
Trinity College, Dublin, on 25th July, 1917, and issued its
report on 12th April, 1918. It was presided over by Sir
Horace Plunkett. The Secretary was Sir Francis Hopwood
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and the Assistant Secretary was.Erskine Childers. Childers
was summonéd by wireless whilst he was engaged in air
operations against the Germans. The Convention was
constituted by the British Government from representatives
of the Irish Party and the Orange Lodges, with the addition
of influential Bishops: of the Cathollic and Protestant
Churches. William 0'Brien refused to participate and

Sinn Féin was not represented. William Martin Murphy,
proprietor of the 'Irish Independent', was given a place in
the Convention in order to ensure less hostility from that

paper.

T4im Healy, writing to his brother Maurice on the 29th

August, 1917, says: "There is a rumour that Duke (the

Chief Secretary) wanted to arrest de Valera? but that
Plunkett said he would resign if he did so....." It was
decided that no record of the debates would be préserved.
Tim Healy wrote his brother on 6th January, 1918, (Letters
and Leaders of my day): %3ir Horace Plunkett is not
hopeful'about the result of the Convention as the Ulstermen
will agree to nothing. They hold by Bonar Law's guarantee
that nothing will be done to Which they do not assent.i...m

When the Convention was nearing its end F.E.
(Galloper) Smith, later Lord Birkenhead, said, ﬁWhﬁ don't
they go on talking®? The Convention was.apparéntly | »
never intended to be anything but & sop to American feeling.

Tim Healy, in the book feferred_to, says:
"The Convention finally dissolved in nothingness, and
afterwards it came to light that arrangements had been made
by.the Post Offiice to tap the correspondence of its members',
Dr. Mahaffy, Provost of Trinity College, provided
accommodation in‘the University for its: sittings, and the

postal anthorities, without arousing his suspicions,
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apparently vied with him in courtesy. Free postal and

telegraphic privileges, denied to the British Houses of
Parliament, had been conferred unsought on the Convention.
g.fully staffed and%eduipped,posx office was: set up inside
Trinity College, with a posting receptacle from which

collections were made.

Such él&borate_and expensive provisions for a body
whose deliberations might conceivably have ended in a few
days, displayed uncanny forethought. Fop there was a
postal pillar-box close to the entrance gate of T.C.D.,
and & head telegraphic office in College Green within &
few minutes' walk. The ﬁrodigal arrangements for the
correspondence and telegrams of the members of the Convention
seemed considerate, but 8 signed "frank" in each case was
required., Thus it befell that & typed copy of & private
letter from a member of the Convention %o a parliamentary
colleague in South America reached Dublin Castle before its

abortive labours ended.

Downing St. (British Prime Minister's official
residence) daily learned the brevgi;ing_&pmosphere in Dublin,

-and as the mercury in the bulb at T.C.D. rose or fell, the

Cabinet was advised as to how it could vary its proposals,

War conditions prevailed. Under the De:ence of the

| Realm Act the censor was: entitled to open letters, - Stili,

a .
it was//convenience to the Government to know what letters to

examine. Those in T,.C.D. under thg franking privilege did;mt

need to be tapped where the “franker" was on the Crange side.

The Post Gffice Acts; anthorise the opening of
specified letters under warrant from the Postmaster General,

but . that official was no party to violating the correspondence.
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The Chairman of the Convention, Sir Horace Plunkett,

wrote daily .aceounts of 1its proceedings to Buckingham Palace.

Tired of Ireland, Lloyd George sent a letter withdrawing a

promise of concession which he had made before it assembled.

A scandal later arose as: to a letter of Mr. Asquith's
after the intrigue to oust him from the Premiership had
succeedéd. Put in the bag of the'Ameri§an_Ambassador, the
ex-Premier’s communication arrived marked #opened by censor',
Lord Balfour, the Foreign Minister, apologised, 'but the girl
who broke the seal was; told by her chief that sﬁe had acted
rightly.

The envelope containing the correspondence of members
of the Convention gave no indication that they had been

opened and did not bear the words "opened by censor®*, as

.was, customary at the time.

The leading Nationalist, His Eminence Cardinal

OtDonnell, posted nothing in T.C.D,

Lloyd George and his colleagues must have had a few
good laughs when'reading the private hopes and fears of the
Irish Nationalist members:bf the Conventlon. However,
we can hardly grudge them this one little jbke in view of
the many tﬁe Irish "“Paddys®* were having at the e;pense'of
the British Government about the same time.-

Chapter Vil,

First contact with the Volunteers:

Following the insurrection in 1916, there were a great
many retirements on pénsion from,and promotions and transfers
in the police until about March, 1917, when 1 invariably

found myself alone in the offlce in Great Brunswick St,
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from 11 a.m. for the rest of the day. In this offlce were
retained most of the documents captured in 1915, in which I

was deeply interested as I had been carefully studying the
- history of Irish insurrections and the. reasons for their

failure.

At that time it was rumoured that there was going to
be another: rising, and I was of the opinion that another
rising would be sheer imbecility, that there had been enough
risings considering the manner in which the initiative had

. always: been lost at the very start of them, and that, while

such failures were of small consequence when only & thousand.
men were engaged, it would be calamitous if twenty
thousand took part in ancther one and with a similar failure,

But for the modernisation of that office, a person
of my short service would not have been left in charge of it.
I never had eny intention of staying in the polilce force
as I-bad several invitetions to go to America, and I regarded
myself as just an Irish Nationallst who had found his way .
through force of circumstances in this office. I began
to consider if it would be any value to those we called the
Sinn Fé&iners if they were: in possession of the information

which I had. At this time, next to Superintendent Brien,

I had probably the best knowledge of all the activitieé of
political suspects and the real significance of that
information. I spent my time thinking what the Sinn Féiners
could do to win and whether, in fact, they had the slightest

' chance of winning. It was felt by the police, and by a

great many others; that the net result of the insurrection
had been to put the British military in complete contrel,
a thing the military had always desired.

I was well aware of all the dangers that the national
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movement would have to encounter, some of which were: -

traitors in the movement; spies from outside; drinking and

~ boasting by members: of the organisation; loose talking;

the respectable, safe type of person who wanted to be arrested

and be a hero; leakages of information from the U.S.A.;

accident - for example - the River Lsune accident in

Killorglin in 1916; Papers discovered, on arrest or otherwise;

coincidence - for example - two Sinn Féiners, one of whom

is employed in an insurance office, meet 1n a certain place
on a certsin night every week; a very bitter anti-Irish
Orangeman is: employed in the same insurance office and,

by some evil chance, visits a young lady of his acguaintance
in tpe same street on that particulgr night every week,

the Orangeman, observing the regular meetings with his
fellow employee; thinks it_suspicious and reports it to the
G. Divisdion; Chance - for example - before I kngw Codlins
in 1918, he was arrested for a speech he had made; a couple
of G.men accidentally encountered him near OﬁConneli Bridge
and called on four uniformed men who happgnedxto be in

the neighbourhood, to arrest him. The R.I.C., housed in
small stations in villages, knew everybody in their whole
area and had plenty of sources of information from various
types of persons, such as, publicans whose licences were in

danger of_withdr&wal,'and other people in similar

‘difficulties; should some extreme nationalist from Dublin

visit one of these villages (such a person may never have
been completely known to the police in Dublin) - the moment
his arrival is observed by the R.I.C. (all travelling at
this time being done by train) they had no difficulty in
picking him up by noting tﬁ&t he“associated with extreme
nationalists 1in tﬁe:area, aﬁﬁ forthwith send a cipher wire

to Dublin, giving a description if they have not obtained
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the name of the suspect and he is picked up by the G.Division
at the Dublin railway station, shadowed %o his: residence, his
name ascertained,, l&tef on poiﬁted out in the street to all
the other G. men, and his: name entered in the central record
book, Uhauthdfised shooting - Volunteers, newly servedsout
with revolvers, who could not resist the temptation to have

a shot at something.

Notwlthstanding all these dangers, I made up my mind
that I would go all-out to help them, regardless of the

consequences. The question then was how I cou;d help.

&ny contact in the past between members of the detective force

and extreme nationalists inevitably ended in the undoipg of
the latter. I thought hard on this problem for a.long time,
and came to the decision that Whoever I would deal with would
have to be somebody extreme, Who hated Ehgland and who would
be prepared to take a chance. I finally‘decided that the
best plgce to make such contact was through some nationalist’s
shop where callers would not gmtr&ct any special notice, ﬂ
Weighing the merits of various: shops controlled by
nationalist sympathisers, I cane finally to the conclusion.
that only two were possible, namely, JsJ. Walsh's of
B;ess;ngton St, and O'Hanrahan's of 384, Nerth Circular Road.
J.J. Walsh's had the disadvantage of being situated on a
corner and being thus very exposed and the further
disadvahtage that, &.feﬁ yards away, an ex D.K.P, men had a
shop which Detectlve @fficer Coffey frequenﬁly vislsted.

This ruled out Walsh's: shop ﬁnd left only O'Hanrahan's,

Michael O'Hanrahan had been executed. in 1916, His
brother, Harry O'Hanrahan, and two sisters ran the shop.
They were all, of course, what the police: called Ynotorious™

Sinn Féiners. I myself could not dare to visit this shop.
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There were many members of the B.M.P. living in the
neighbourhood, and I was well known to the general public

as an &mhiete and a member of the police. Vefy probably the
first time I entered the shop, it would be reported to the
police authorities. Then I thought of a Sinn Féiner Who was
m&rniéd to & first cousin of mine. His: name was; Patrick
Tracy and he was employed as & clerk at Kingsbridge railway
terminus. I had a talk with Tracy, and he agreed to
transfer any information I ﬁante&,trgnsferred. He: also _l

agreed that O'Hanrahan's shop was ideal for the purpose.

The first items. I reported, through Tracy, to
O'Hanrahan's were the projected arrests of Larry Ginnell and
Joe McDonagh. I told Tracy to tell O'Hanrehan thet no

information was to come back to me. From that on, every

" gecret and confidential document, police code, etc. that

came to my hands was senﬁ, through Tracy and O'Hanrahan,

to the Volunteer headquarters. .I knew nothing at all at
this time about Michael cbilins. I understand that Greg
Murphy did most of the transferring from O'Hagnahan's‘of the
documents: 1 gave; and that some documents went to Eamon
Duggan end Harry Boland, but where: they went, in the main,

I never ascertained.

The documents: I sent to O'Hanrahan's were of all
sizes, from aslipnof paper to a hundred peges. It 1s
difficult now=té recollect the details of these papers.

One document 1 remamber=dealt with the action proposed to be
taken by the Volunteers to combat conscription. It was |
one of the few documents concerning which I heard anything

back from O'Hanrahan. He told Tracy to inform me that the

' Volunteers: took & very serious view of the fact that the

Castle authorities had obtained possession of this document.
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I think the contents of this document were similar to those
published in the book dealing With intelligence in Ireland
by "I.OoWw entitled ﬁ&dhinistration in Ireland* but in more
detail. | '

In the case of the German Plot arrests in Ma&, 1518,

g large list ofrnames-and ad&resses of_those to be arrested
in Dublin ceme to-my hands,  There: were continual additions
to the list but, finally, in May, 1918! the list was
complete, and several copies were made. Indirectly, it
became obviocus .to me that. the arrests wouldlsoon start.
"1 gave Tracy a copy of the complete list on the Wednesday,

: Torty—eight hours before the arrests took place. I met
him in a publichouse in Bemburb St. I got Tracy to copy
the p&Eticulars in his?handwriting, destroyed mine there and
then, and iﬁstructédiTracy that, in the uéqal manner, he
should get O'Hanrahan to copy them anddestroy his own
handwriting. I told him to tell O'Haprahan that it was
almosit certain that I would be able to tell him in advance

when exactly the arrests would take place.

Cn the day of the proposed arrests - as far as I
recolleet it was a Friday - I met Tracy and told him:
"To-night's the night-, Tell O'Hanrahaﬁ to tell the wanted
men not to stay in their usual place of abode and to keep

their heads'.

Meanwhile, prepar&tionsjwere made for the raid.
Al]l the detectives, no matter what their usual duties were,
several uniformed men and a military party with a lorry were
ordered to stand-to. I had a talk with McNamafa (a
detective officer and one of Collins's men), and we
deliberated on the question_of refusing to carry cut the

arrests and calling on the others not to do so,‘but we
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finally decided that such a course of action would do no
good whatever, and would probably lead to our dismissal from.

the service,

In the normal way, I would have been on that raid and,
in the.norm&l way, a friend of Superinpendént Brien would be
brought to the Castle for telephone duty, but Brien detalled
me for that telephone duty -in the Casple during the relid,
saying: ®You will be much more comfortable here%! I
thought that & big significant. -I was wondering what would
be the effect if the raid was a complete failure and nol'
prisoners were got, becanse the:Brit;sh‘hgbitually boasted
that they always succeeded in those railds. To my
astonishment, continual telephone'messageszarriyed from the
various poiice parties, saying that they ha&.arreste@ the
parties they were sent for. A teleppone message came from
a DetectivefSergeant at Harcourt S5t. rallway station, saying:
"That man has just left™. That was obviously de Valera.
Superintendent Brien.said to me: "That man will get the
suck-in of his 1ife*! T did not'knom what to think of the
WhOlQ raid, and what had gone wrong;‘but I thought that de |
Valera wguld surely get out at some intermediate gtatioﬁ
and not éo home all the way to Greystones to be_arrested
there, as Superintendent Bfien had immediately rung up the
R.I.C. headquarters in Dublin Castle, telling them that that
man had just: left Harcourt St. To my further astonishment,
about an hour afterwards, & telephone message arrived from
the R.I.C. at Greystones to say: “That man has been

arrested®,

As: it turned out, the raid, from the British point
of view, was as successful as any raid had previously been.

I did not know what had gone Wrong With my messages through
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O'Hanrahan. I wondered had someone got frightened. The
following morning was a: Saturday and, in the ordinary way,
Tracy would go off duty 2t 1 p.m. . I went to his: house in
the afternoon and found that, as: had frequently happened in
the past, he had taken advantage of his free railway
travelling facilities to go to his people-in-law's place in
Monastérevan. I had to wailtg until Sunday afternoon to meet
Tracy on the train coming in from there. I asked him did he

deliver the iwo messages, one, the list, and two, "To-night's

‘the night%*. He said he liad, just as he had delivered every

other message. We both wondered-what had gone Wrong.

We thpught that, after all, maybguthe “\rral'lj:edﬁ‘l men wished to
be arrested. That might be their deliberate policy,but,

at the same time, the British fegarded it as a great victory
to capture de Valera, hﬁving failed to arrest him in 1917,

-as I have already stated. I asked Tracj to see 0 'Hanrahan

and ask him what had happened, and Tracy later told me
that O'Hanrahan had sent on the messages just as every

other: mess&ge had bHeen sent on.

A few days after that, Brien looked hard at me, and .
he said: "“The Sinn Féiners boasted that their most
important men had escaped arrest%. He looked straight at
me, saying that, and 1 answered him: FWhen you have got

de Valera, surely you have got enough'.

Notwithstanding sending information in this way,
through O'Hanrahan, manw arrests, of which I had warned them,

took place because there was no time to inform the parties

‘concerned. T had always to wait until after 5 p.m. to see

Tracy, Who had then to go to O'Hanrahan, and O'Hanrahan had
to go somewhere else, with the result th&t frequéntly the
messengers sent to warﬁ the "wanted" men did not arrilve

in time to forestall the,arre&ts.
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Chapter Vlll.

First meeting with Hiphael Collins:

During the whole time of my association with Tracy
and O'Hanréhan, I did not know: who ultimately handled the
documen;ssl transmitted. I knew nothing about Michéel
Collins. I imew Miss Miire Smart (now Mrs. Michael Foley).
We had many talks about Sinn Féin, the insurrection and.
national activities, and we;both solemnly agreed that
violence was the only method. @ne day she said to me:

WYou should meet Mick Collins™ and I replied: *Considering

the things I have been doing, meeting anybody wouldn't be any

more serious than what has already happened®. At the same
time, I wgs;very\deeply intrigued to lknow wno or what this
man Collins was; like, because whoever was to handle the
information I was giving directly would have to trust ms,
first of &ll;. would have to pnderstand the significance

of thé information; would need to have control of the
Volunteers and be able to think and act quickly. About
the same time, at one of my meetings with Tracy, he said:
*The Volunteers want you to come to my house to-night®.

I asked: "What is: 142" and he replied: "I believe it 1sia
meeting®, Both of us had maintained that fhereLﬁould have

to be a meeting.

At Tracy's house, Millmount Avenue, Drumcondra, I met
Greg Murphy. He thanked me for all the information I had
sent, said it was wonderful stuff, the: like of which they
never got before, and then, turning'his mouth conspiratorially
sidewaysa‘he said: “Wﬁuld you ever mind meeting Mick
Collins?®, I replied: "In view of the things I have been

doing, meeting anybody'wmuld be a small matter®. He asked
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me where I would like to meet him, and the only place I
could think of was 5, Cabra Road, the residence of Mr. and
Mrs., Miche&l 0 Foghludha.

I was filled with curiosity. Would this Michael
Gblliﬂé be the ideal man I had been dreaming pf for a-
couple of years? -Looking up the police record book to see
what was known;about him, ; discovered that he was & six-footer

a Corkman, very 1nﬁelligent, young and.powefful. There was

‘no photograph of him at that time in the record book.

So, steeped in curiosity, I went to 5, Cabra Road, &nﬁ_was
received in the kitchen by the Foleys, a place where every
extreme nationalist visited at some.tims or another. I was
not long there when Greg Murphy and.Mich&e; Collins arrived.
I had studied for so long the type of man tﬁat I would need
to act efficiently, that the moment‘I saw Michael at the
door, before he had time to walk across and shake hands, I
knew he was the man. He was, dressed in black leggings,
green breeches and a trenchcqat with all the usual buttons,
belts. and rings. . He was very handsome, obviougly full of
ensrgy and with a mind quick as lightning. The Foleys
went away and I had & long talk'wiph Mick from abbut 8'p.m.
until midnight. He thanked me for all the documents I
had sent and all the ;nformatioﬁ, and' said it was of the
utmost assiétance and importance tﬁ them. We discussed why
so many arrests took place and, particularly, the:Germaﬁ
Plot information - why that went wrong, eSpec;ally the
arrest of de Valera, _He said that a few minutes before
train~t1m% de Valera looked at hig watch and announced that,
notwithst;nding the threatened arrests, he was.going home ,
They had &issuaded him, but he_insisted on gping home

and left the station, travelling on the pre-arranged trein.
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I asked Mick why he allowed de Valera to do that as, after
his: experience. of me for two years giving information, he
must surely have known that I was absolutely correct in

that information. Mick shrugged his shoulders and looked

' at Greg Murphy, and Greg Murphy looked at him, and they both

smiled. We did not pursue the subject further.

Mick said that the time hed come for direct contact
with me, thet they were going ahead with the movement, no
matter what was; in front of it, and that there would be no
further failure to utilise the valuable information I was
giving. We discussed what the Volunteers could do. If
they did not resort to violence, the movement wWould collapse,

and, if they resorted to violence, there were extreme risks.

‘also. He told me that he and Barry Boland had called on

Tim Healy and that Tim had started the conversation with
them by saying: "“Of course, yoﬁ are &ll stark mad®!

Mick told me he replied: "That is not very compliméntary to
us™,. Tlm said that they had not the ghost of a chance by
physical force. However, Mick said that Tim had to agree
that there was not a ghost of & chance of getting anything
from the British Parliament by constitutional means:. We .
discussed the suceess of the British Government against the
Fenians; and T later brought him some: of the police reports |
of the Fenian times to enable him to study how police affairs

were then conducted.

In that discussion I agreed entirely with Michael

‘Collins that force: was the only chance, however difficult

and dangerous, I discussed with him all the dangers,
which I have already enumerated, to which such a movement
of young idealists was exposed in conflict with a cold-
blooded serpentine organisation such as the British

Government in Ireland then was.
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I explained to.him the police organisation and
suggested that as the D.M.P. uniformed service toock no part
whatsoever in anti-Sinn Féin activitieS'; as unlike the R.I.C.;
they did no political duty - they should not be alienated by
attacks: on them. The majority, at least of the younger men,
were anti-British, and had many relatives in the Volunteers.
They were quite diffierent from the R,.I.C., &ll of whom had
to do political duty, owing to the manner in which they were
distributed in small stations; through the country. The
D.M.P. differedi in another way from the R.I.C., and
Volunteers from the country did not, at first, understand
this. The D, M.P. were a city force, partly financed out
of the Dublin rates. They did not regard themselves as
members of the Crown forces, although the Government did.
They were a more 1ibefal type of men than those who joined
.the R.I.C. Physically, they were bigger - & bigger
physical standard was required - and that made them a 'bilt
more'easy-going. The unmarried men lived in bgrracks,
to an average strength of esbout thirty, and, in the nature
of things, they were not under such close personal
supervision by their superiors as were the R.I.C. in sm&ll
stations. The result was that they freely exchanged
their opinions in the mess halls about Home Rule, the
Ulster resistance, the Curragh mutiny, etc., ah&Athere was
no authority to prevent them from expressing thelr opinions.
I tried to make that difference clear to Mick and he, aS"

usual, was quick enough to grasp the point instantly. \

‘We discussed the psychology of the R.I,C. and how
it came about that when an ordinary decént young Irishman
joined the R.I.C. Depot, that with?n about two.months
there was an unaccountably complete change in his ogtlook,

and he was never thé same &fterw&rds to his friends.
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Mick told me that Batt O'Connor had observed the same
phenomenon, that young Kérrymen from his own area who joined
the R.I.C. Depot appeared to suffer some subtle change in
the period of a couple of'months; Notwithstanding this,
even in the R,I.C. there were exceptional individuals who
were proof ggainst that environmgn;._ We decided that it

was necessary to melt down the R.I.C:

I mentioned to Mick the danger of the village with
the small party of police., They were a menace to Volunteers
going to such an isolated area. Fe agreed that ruthless
war should be mgde on thersmall statlons, attacking the

‘B&rraeks if the police were in them, and'bgrning them dpwn

where they had been evacuated. The R.I.C. would then be
compelled to- concentrate on the larger towns and attempt to
patrol the vacated areas: from these distant centres.,

Such cancentration would cause the police %o lose their

grip, psychologically and otherwise, on the inhabitants of the
vacated areas because the police, who returned from a
distance to patrol the area, would be in no better gosition
than the British military.

The next step was to make psychological war on the

R.I.C. from two angles - to get ‘the local Volunteers or

‘thelr friends to tell the young R.I.C. men that now or never

& chance existed to free the country and that, if they were
not prepared to help, &t least they should not hinder;
similar endeavours were to be made on the friends and
relations of the police in their native places by the |
Volunteers and their friends, pointing out to the relations
what a disgrace it would be if these young men resisted the
Volunteers in éhé cbming struggle; 1in addition, an

endeavour was to be made to establish contact with members
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the R.I.C. in clerical and other positions, with a view to
their giving information to the Volunteers.

After-all these efforts had been made, a ruthless war
was to be: made on the hard core that remained. 4s regards
the D.M.P., no attack should be made on the uniﬁormeq service,
and no attack should be made on the.members of the G.Division
who were not on politigal duty and active on that duty. '
In this way, the D.N.P. would come to reallise that, as iong
as they did not display zeal against the Volunteers, they
were perfectly safe from attack. In the case othny G.man
who remained hostile, & warning was to be given to him,‘
such as, tying him to a railing, before any attack was made
on him. |

In his conversations with me, I learned that Collins
was: deeply Interested in athletics of all kinds and had & 
thorough knowledge of the achievements of famous athletes,
most of whom he had met. Eikewise,‘his knowledge of the
famous: figures in Irish history, especially Wolfe Tone;
was intimate. He quoted with approval one thing that
Wolfe Tone said about the French: "“Damn them to helll
The English will beat them yet, with their delaying". He
told me that he and his comrades had actually got the lists
of the Volunteers in 1782. Collinsiw&s a virile, active
man with a. flair for indulging in horseplay'for which many
people were inciined to find fault with him,‘forgetful of
the nature of the life he was foréed to lead. .He had hils
fingers as it were on the pulse of the country and I
remember him writing on one occasion to & local 0/C
reprimanding him for allowing such a state of affairs to

exist that a Judge should be presented with white gloves.
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Detective: Officer Denis O'Brien was the first member
of the section %o be dealt with:; bhe wags tied to a railing.
O'Brien, who was: & native of Kanturk, had been more than
usually active observing and shadowing Volunteers and Sinn
Féiners, meking a particular set on the Corkmen and other
Munster men. 0'Brien was warned during the tylng-up that,
if he continued on the same lines, there would be no mercy
shown to him the next time, When O'Brien was released and
taken to the Castle, the Superintendent asked him why he
had allowed himself to be tied up. This: annoyed O'Brien
very much and he sald: %I would like to know what anyone
else would do in thse same circumstances*, He said to some
of us afterwards: "They were damned decent men not to shoot

me, and I am not doing any more against them".

It then became evident that, if the G. men who
.continued their aétivity against the Volunteers were al;owed {
to do so with impunity, it was only a question of & short
time until it would have disastrous: effects on the
Volunteers. Notwithstanding this, Gbllins:was extremely
anxious as to what effeet the shooting of detectives would
nave on the Volunteers themselves and on the Sinn Féin
‘movement generally, and how it would be takép by the public.
After the shooting of Deﬁective:Sergeant Smith, there was{no

further shooting forrsome time, as €ollins wanted to ascertain

"what the: public and Volunteer reactions really were.

At the time when British activity began to become
more intense and when curfew was being imposed, Collins
received information, from other sources, about British
Secret Service agents living in various parts of Dublin, and
he hit on the idea of using members of the uniformed D.M.F.

to report in the case of those houses where the people
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were active during these hours. In order to do this,

he summoned a: big batch of men to meet himself, Geardid
O'Sullivan, myself and others at Donovan's in Rathgar.

By some chance, I don't think one of the uniformed men
weighed less thah fifteen stone, all ﬁere well over six
feet and the party shook the footpaths in this quiet little
road. ~However, plansfwere made there - and cgrried out
later - for the operations on the 2lst November, 1920,
against British Intelligence agents. As-if po_reinforce
what I had been telling Collins about the D.M.P, uniformed
men, he told me that one night he and Gearbdid O'Sullivan
were cyeling in Rathgar. They took a small side road
and they had an argument &s to which turn would be safer

at the end of it. They came to the corner and saw three

'D.M.P. men smoking in a. doorway. One of the police shouted

after them: "“More power, me Corkman!¥,

Collins was obstinate in some ways. For instance,
I warned him repeatedly not to go}gqhes's Road as, sooner
or later, it was bound to be raided. When it was raided
on Bloody Sunday, I said to him: “Now, who was right?"™, and
he replied: "You were not a bit rigﬁta :It Just

happened for a different reason altogetiner®,

-

Although he went about the city openly, the chance of
his arrest - such as happened in 1918 - wés;ever present
to his mind, and he gave me a pistol to have always ready
in case of his arrest again in similar circumstances.
The arrangement was that I should eﬁdeavour to interview
him in his cell and he was to Be got out eithef by ruse or

force,

Amongst the matters I discussed with Mick Collih&
at the first meeting was. that he and all his people should
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cease wWearing leggings, or anything looking like uniform,
and dress 1n the least remarkable manner possible._ He
agreed, and did that from then on. Always afterwards, he
locked like a prosperous ratepayer going around the city on

his: bike.

I advised Collins thet his men should not depend on
automatic pistols, that while these arms were very
attractive and efficient when they worked, the Germans had
been let down in the trenches very often, attempting to use
automatic pistols against ihe British Webley revol#er, and
that each of his men should have both an automstic pistol
and a revolver when going on a job. I' 21s0 advised him

that, where they were coming up against the police, either

|
in the citylor country, not to rely entirely on.fi:earms,

but to piék men of good physique as well, in view of the meny

things that could go wrong in such operations..

Collins: had plans all the time for burning or blowing
up portions of Dublin Castle, and he showed me tiny white
balls, like marbles, that would be left after the rest of
the incendiary portion of the materisl had burned. Collins
instructed me to go to the scene of the fire and collect any
of these white balls that were left after the fire, as he
was apparently anxious: that the Bpitish authorities shoul@
not get possession of any of them; However, nothing eve;

happened afterwards in thils line,

I did not ﬁeet Tom Cullen and Liam Tobin, tWwo of
Collins's chief officers, for some time and our meeting
came about as a result of the following incident. "One
night, Mcﬂamarg, who was a detective officer knownﬁto,
and working for, Collins, and I met Tommy Ggy outside

Webb's bookshop, Aston's Quay, at about ten o'clock.
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" While we were ta;lking, we noticed a party of uniformed police
walking-towards 0'Connell Bridge. On looking ciosely, 1

| observed that they had day-uniform on;.and belonged to the

D.Division. It was obvious that something serious was

afoot. So McNamara and I told Tommy Gay to go down to the

back of the Tivoll Theatre (now Irish Press office) and that

we'woul&.meet him there when we had ascertained what was

afoot. We went into the station at Brunswick St. but the

G.Division officer on duty did not know what was afoot.

We went into the uniformed Division station next door, and

we found that the "“Freeman® newspaper was about to be

suppressed.

When we came out to return to Gay, there was a
complete ring of British military around the area, keeping
the crowd'at about thirty yards! distance from Townsend St.
Mick Collins had already warned us: that British agents
were, by that time, probébly_qbserving our movements.

So we agreed that, if they were ever going to be w&tching us,
and 1f.they were amongst that crowd, now was the chance of a
lifetime. The theatre-goers from the Royal were moving

in & crowd up D'Olier St. towards O'Connell Brildge.

MceNamara and I tock our places in the moving crowd. We
passed by couples and fours rapia;y,'énd again walked on,
attracting as little attention as possibile. When we
feached Carlisle Building, we walked round the corner and
then sprinted to Hawkins St. We got into & doorway in
Hewkins: St. to see If anybody would follow us. Nobody
followed. We saw Tommy Gay and we told him what was on.

On the following night I met Mick Collins. He put
his hand over his mouth and, in the usual bantering way,

said: "By the way, did you fellows know you were being
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followed lasit nighte?®, I said: ®No, but we took it for

. granted, in view of what you told us, that British agents
might follow us™. “Because®, he said: "Tobin and Cullen
followed the two of you last night and lost you., They
crossed 0'Connell Bridge as far as Hopkins and Hopkins:, and
. then Cullen said: 'We don"t know where the two so and so's
disappeared to'"™, Mitk Collins chaffed Cullen then and
‘referred to him as: an "alleged sprinter who could not catch
these heavy police'. “ﬁnyhow“, he said, "I will have to
introduce you to the two of them now, because this is too

dangerous", So we were &1l introduced.

Following a raid by the I.R.,A. on the Rink Post
Office in Rutland Square, Dublin, Collins told me about a
‘remarkable report that was got amongst cnfrequndegce there,
It was a report by a County Inspector of the R.I.C. from
. somewhere in the west. The report was. secret and
confidential, and dealt with the effiiciency and reliability
of his District Inspectors. Collins, as usual, could
repeat verbatim what was in the report in a peculiarly
humorous way of his own. The report ran something on these
lines: .

“District-Inspector ...'Jones' joined the army &t
the start of the war and attained the rank of
Ms.jor with several citations. 'He is absolutely
loyal and can be relied on to combat Sinn Féin
in the coming struggle™,
He similarly reported on other officers until he came to
one name, shall we say, "McGowan", He said:

"Mr. McGowan is: 2 ranker. He 1s near retiring

age, has a family which he wishes to place in

positions, and inclined to court popularity.

I think he should be directed to retire on

pensdion, as he would not be reliable against

Sinn Féin."

I was filled with 'cur_*ios:ity to see _the report,

xnowing how solemnly these things were worded. I asked him:
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"Where is; the report?®, and he replied, with a laugh, '"We

had it handed back to McGowan'.

Collins had such a remarkable: power of description that,
listening to him, one could form a vivid mental picture of
the occurrences: he described. For instance, in his account

of the tortures: of Hales and Harte in West Cork, the

impression he created was-as vivid as if one actuaslly saw

the pliers being used to tear the flesh of the victim,

These tortures were inflicted by the British Army long

before the Black and Tans came to the country. As & result
of his:treétment Harte went insane. In the case of the
Knocklong rescue,‘collins recounted’ tﬂis.occurrence with |
pride and delight. His description of the constable getting
out of the railway'carriage and fifing back into the window,

.dashing broken glass on Breen and the others was amazing

for its wealth of detail. In the case of the attempted
arrest of Breen and Treacy in Eerns;de, Drumcondra, he gave
us a. most vivid description about how Breen and Treacy
fired through the door.at the British officers who wers
coming in, and how: Breen escaped and accidentelly made his
way, bleeding, to & nurse's home, where the nurse did all
she could to make him comfortable, although she was &
loyalist. Collins deseribed with_particular gusto how

he himself had brought Breen and Treacy-together again in
a garage, each of them, up to then, thinking the other'was
dead. .

He took great delight in the exploits of M?chin,
how he stood in front of the R.I.C. and threw grenades'at

them; how the Tans came to burn up Bsllinalee, and how

MacEoin and his men opened up on them with méchine guns and

grenades.. His way of expressing his: appreciation to any
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of these men when he met them afterwards, if there was time,
was to wrestle with them. Collins told me a story about
the Cork Volunteers in West Cork;who disarmed a party of
British tommies:. One corporal put up a desperate fight to
retain possession of his: rifle which, in the end, a
Volunteer succeeded in taking from him. When the
Volunteer got the rifle, he threw his fist, as 1f to hit the
soldler, and said: _“You so-and-so so-and-so, why didn't
you give it to me?%. The corporal replied: “%limgy;

was that all you wanted? Why didn't you tell me?%.  The
British authorities had told the men that they would be
murdered by the Sinn Féiners if they gave up their arms.

‘& great friend of the movement all the time 1n
Dublin was: Dr. Robert Farnan, and anyone who was anyway low in
health or injured was sent to him, with a note from Mick.
Dr. Farnen was, of course, a ladies!' doctor, but a man of
wonderful pefsonality who could cure by merely speaking to
the men. Mick gave Austin Stack such a note to go to Dr.
Farnan.. Somebody, to pull Stack's leg, told him:
"Collins is: making a 'cod! of you. That is a ladies’
doctor. °~ Don't go near him@. Stack hesitated for a

couple of days: before going.

tne of the Jobs: I had to dé for Mick was to explain
what lay behind certain daily occurpenceé, that is, to give
the exact facts and what was the meaning of various‘
happenings. Although, in 1919, the Volunteers were for
months winning all along the line, Mick always said that the
British hated the Irish so much that they would never give
in without a last desperate kick.

@n one occasion, there was a raid carried out by

Inspector Niadl Mc?eeiy on 6 Harcourt St. McFeely had been
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newly appointed on political duty and was far too simple a

man for a job like that. He carried out the raid mechanically

according to orders, arresting only those he was told to

arrest. Collins informed me that Inspector McFeely went in

to the office where he was engaged and, not knowing Collins,
made the point tg him in debate there - a point which he
always made - that Sinn Féin ruined the Irish Parxy.‘ I had
already primed Collins as to what he should say to McFeely,
namely, that his family would be disgraced for generatlions
if he did anything against the natioﬁél movement, and

Mick said this to him. ~All the time, Mick.thought thap
McFeely was going to arrest him and when lMcFeely took up a
report off the desk to read, Mick snapped it out of his hand
and threw 1t into the fire. McFeély seratched his head

and went off to some other rooms: in the house.  Mick
immediately escaped through the back. lMcFeely did not know
then, nor did he ever know, that it was Collins he was

speaking to, but he told his friend, Inspector Kerp, that he

had met a remarkably determined, able young chap at 6,
Harcourt St. and, whoever he was, he would be heafd of

sometime.

I remember, after the deaths of IM¢Kee and Clangy,

meeting Mick in Gay's place, 8, Haddon Road, Clontarf.,

He was in & morose mood, with his hands on each side of his

head, moving sloﬁly left and right, and the automatic pistol
in his pocket hitting against the table. Then he suddeniy
jumped up and said: "We will just have to carry on",
Soﬁetimes, during the later stages, four or five of us met
together, say, Mick, Tobin, McNamara and I, for no reason

except just to meet.

In January, 1921, a big batch of the headquarters' .

officers of the I.R.A. were invited to a dinner given by
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~ James Mark Sullivan, an Irish-American, at L, Palmerston Park.

Things were at their hottest then. Tans: and Auxiliaries
were fully into their stride, Inrmy case, a big batch' of
confidential documents from police headquarters had been
captured by the Auxiliaries in Dawson Sﬁ._ Notwithstanding
thax,_we turned up at O'Sullivan's; There wWere present
Collins, Se&n 0 Murthuile, Gear6id O'Sullivan, Rory O'Connor,
McNamara, Frank Thornton, Tom Cullen, myself and others
whose names. I cannot remember. Apples:and oranges were
laid on & table to meke the letters *I.R.A." and we all
enjoyed ourselves for that evening as if we owned Dublin.
Tom Cullen spoke there and said that we would all die for
Mick Collins, "not because of Mick bOIlins, but becéuse of

what he stands for". Mick was persuaded to recite "The

‘Lishtm, which he did with his own inimitable accent. When

he was finished, there was a rush for him by everybody in
the place to seize him, I was very proud of the fact that
he fell into my arms and, when things quietened down, he
said in a whisper: *What is happening about the captured
papers?®. When the celebration finished, about ten of us
were taken in & car down~town. I certalnly regarded 1t

as ssheer lunacy, but what could one do. We crossed the
canel at Charlemont Bridge,‘with Bill Tobin shouting: "p
the rebels'*. We all parted from the car in the St.
Stephen's: Green area. 1 returned to the Detective Headqua.rters
to find se%eral respectable detectives there complaining
that they had been insulted by the Auxiliaries: at various
canal ‘bridges. Apparently, Charlemont St. Bridge was the

only one on the south side that was not held up by the time.

The same night, & big detective named Murphy was held
up by an Auxiliary in D'Olier St. Murphy had recently been

recruited from the uniformed service and d4id not appear
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ever to be fully sober. He was not sympathetic to Sinn
F8in but refused to put up his hands for the Auxiliary.

The Auxiliary's hand was prembling, and Murphy told him he
was too cowgfdly to shoot. Severél othér3Auxiliaries
rushed up and seized Murphy. They found a small autoﬁatic
pistol in his: pocket. They asked him why he had the '
pistol and why he d4id not put ﬁp his hands: when called on to
do so. He said he was a member of the police and had as
good a right to have a pistol as they had. They bundled
nim into the Detective office where he was, of course,

jdentified and released,

The Auxiliaries complained of his attitude to them.
He replied that it was only their numbers and large
revolvers that enabled them to seize him. Showing them his
two fists, he said: "I am prepared to meet the best of
you with these two hands as man to man anytime you likeV.
The Auxiliaries did not accept the challenge and left,
still complaining about his conduct towards them.

Some short time after Pierce Beasley, while having
a walk sémewhere in the Co. Dublin - someone sald he was
reading a poem - was arrested by a member of the R.I.C.
named Hughes., He was in custody again. I said to
Collins: '"Michael, what is the good pf,bothering about a
fellow like that now? This is: no time for pqets“. He
-said: “Beasley is-something ﬁbre than & poet. We will
have to get him out again®, 0f course, at the time I
did not know Beasley was editing An t-Oglach.

About the time of my first meeting with Collins, he
told me-a strange thing in connection with the Ashe inguest
and funeral. Inspector Lowry of the uniformed branch, who

used to be on duty at such events, always. saluted him,
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réfgrred'to him as "Mr. Collins", facilitated him and
showed him the utmost respect, and never made any further
&pproach to him ouﬁside that. That went on througbout the
trouble. Any time he ever met him, he saluted "Mr. Collins®.

What the explanation was, we never found out.

There was one occaslon when the p&il was meetiﬁg in
the Mansion House apd with detectives outside; some _
detective or inspector - I can"t recollect which it was -
rang up the G.Dﬁvision, directing that a party of‘military
be rushed to the Mansion House, as Collins and several
wanted men were inside. I heard about this almost on the
spot, and was puzzled how to get in touch with the: Manslon
House. I decided to go out to a public 'phone and ring up
de Valera, as I kn@m he was not wanted at the time. The
telephone exchange was not then being tapped by the British.
gt the same time I waﬁ;afraid to use Ifish, as some of the
ﬁxchaﬁge operators might knbw it, or,_oflcourse, Snglish.

I decdided that the best thing to do was to speak rapid

French. While a lot of people know French, and can speak

it fluently, only these with long practige can understand
French when i£ is spoken rapidly to them. I succeeded in
contacting de Valera on the "phone. He said that he had
been speaking so much Irish ﬁh&t he could not pick up my
conversation, He said he would get Pierce Beasley. When
Beasley cane ﬁo the 'phone, I spoke to him ag rapidly and
indistinctly as I c;uld, without making it.impossible to be
understood, and told‘him that the po;ice had requested the
military to go and surround the Mansipn House. The

military came, but failed to get Collins.

- Ccllins, at all times, had a great reverence for
Griffith. He told me that Griffith was worried about
strange men hanging around St, Lawrence Road, Clontarf,
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where he lived, and asked me to go to the road at nights to
deal with the situation. I went there several nights at

various hours, but I never saw anything suspicious.

During these times;, the Moore-licCormick Line had
ships coming from America to Dublin. The British strongly
suspected that arms were being brought into Ireland by that
Liné,'&nd Inspector McCabe, who was oanort duty at the
North Wall, was dirgcted to have a microscopic search made
of these boats.  The Americans were inclined to make legal
trouble for the Inspeector as regards: international l&w.
Inépector McCabe made a long report,'explaiﬁing the
position and difﬁiculﬁieS3 legal and otherwise, and asking
for instructions.  Superintendent Brien submitted this
repoft to the Chief Commissioner, Colonel Johnstone; asking
for instructions. Colonel Johnstone Wrote a minute on
the margin of the file: ®This subject ought never to have
been raised. All American sailors are now susgect;

Their beiongingsashould be gearched and & report“made in
each casel, I gave & copy of the whole correqundenpe to
Collins, and he: said: ™We will make us of that“. As far
as: I recollect, it was Griffith, in a speech he made at
Liverpool, who quoted_colpnel Johnstone. This created a
dispute between the British and'ﬁmericap‘pedple, as the
Americans were always jeélous qf the British claim toyvhat
they called the tpight of search™. Griffith's: speech was
quoted in papers all over the world, and I remember seeing
Colonel Johnstone's minute in the Eatest News Column of the
Dublin 'Evening Mail'. Superintenddnt Brien hated
Inspector McCabe, who wWas &:Hhionisi, and said that he must
have been indiscreet and must havé:shown.the file to some
disloyal Customs Officer. Dis&iplinarj action was taken

against Inspecior McCabe, and he was gbout to be compelled
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to retire on pension. Brien said to & couple of us that
night: "I settled that fellow's hash at lasti, Apparently
they had been life-long rivals. I told this to McNamara,
who met McCabe iﬁ the Castle and told him., KeCabe got on
to some of his Unionist friends at the Castle (o0ld gang)

and had the matter reopened. The final result was that
McCabe was reinstated and Superintendent Brien was compelled
to go on pension. Brien was a most dangerous men and had
an extremely good knowledge: of Sinn Féin and the Volunteers.

His departure was & very great relief to Collins.

Collins showed me some of the reports of de Valera's
progress in America. He had received Wide angle photographs
showing tﬁousandsfof de Valera's listeners, in which the
publié address system was visible, During this: period,
Harry Boland returned from America. Mick brought him up
to Tommy Gay's;héuse to meet us: there at tea. ‘Harry was
an absolute hero-worshipper of de Valera. He told us
about a. sculptor in Chicago who had executed sevgral busits
of Abrahem Lincoln, and that, when doing & bust of de Valers,
the sculptor could hardly avoid turning out a buét of
ILincoln, so near was the resemblance. Barry told us that,
when de Valers was about to set out to tour the southern
states, the southern papers were: hostile to him. One of
the northefn papers, which was also hostile, referred to
de Valera as “another Jefferson Dévis on a wild goose chase“;
This aroused the curiosity of many southerners, who
pevered Jefferson Davis, to turn out to see what de Valera

was like.

The British suthorities used a simple one-word code
for ordinary police messaées. At one_time, the code used
be only changed every month, later every week, and finally
every day. The G.Division used this ccde. The British
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authorities also had a two-word code, one of the words
changing every day and the other, as far as I recollect,
chénging every week.. ThiS'twé-word code was religiously
supplied to the G.Divisioﬁ, but they were never supplied
with instructions as to its;usé and, consequently, could
not use it; but the higher officers of the R.I.C.-and the
military could. One night when I met Collins, he had the
cipher of a former two-code message and was very anxious
to get the deciphera He felt that, if he had_if deciphered,
he ﬁould learn who gave away, in the north of Ireland, the
inforﬁatibn thet enabled the British to capture forty

thousand rounds of .305 in J.J. Keane's Corn Store,

Smithfield, Dublin. ' We spent hours using the correct twWo

words which we had, but without the 1nsmruétions, in
endgavoufing to decode, bu; we failed. When I was leaving |
him I said: "I am going to get the key to that inside the
next twenty—fbur hours®. Going home, I had not the: smallest
idea of where.I was going to get it. I think Wﬁat follows

is an exaumple of how a benevolent Providence: lent its aid.

‘When I returned to the G.DPivision office, it;was:after'ten

p.m. and a G.man was on dﬁty in the office, who knew nothing
about poliiica; work. . The moment he: saw me, he sald:
"Here's the man that will decipher this for‘us*. I saw
&lmosf at a glance that 1t was a two-word code message.

That was the first time that such a message ever came to
G;Division, and the last, to my recollection. The sender
was; apparently unaware that the G.Division were: never
supplied with the: instructions concerning the two-word code.
I told the man on duty that we had not got that code in

the office upstairs and that the only people who ha@ it wére

the R.I.C. who hadi an office open day and night in the

Castle. - He asked me would I ever mind going up to the Castle
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and getting the decode. I said: ONo“, I went to the R.I.C.
office in the Castle. The Head Cohstable took the message
from me and brought it to an innér room to somebody else,

The decipher was brought out té me after a coupie of ﬁinutes,
but this did not make me any wiser as to ﬁow fhe code was

to be worked. The message that night Wﬁa'tq the effect
that Patrick "Somebody" was coming to Dublin. I asked the
man on duty could it possibly be "Peter®™? He reblied:

*I will take it 1n again®, When he returned, he said:

"“The man inside wants you to come in and satisfy yourself'.

I went in and the man said to me: "There now is the code,
there is the leﬁter‘so-and-sor- lsn't that right?" - and so

on, with the second code word. I, of course, saw instantly

the method of de-coding while he was explaining it to me

that it was "Patrick" and not *Peter“%, So, from that on,

we had the solution of the two-word codes.

From my very first meéting with Collins in 1919, he
commenced to build up what he called his own G.Division,

asg well as his: squads for ecarrying out his orders, It was

.astonishing how quickly and with what devotion these young

men gqt down to thelr jobs, Anything they lacked in age
and exﬁenﬁence, they made up in enthusiasm. By the time
the Black and Tans came, these men had a complete mastery
of the situation from an Irish nationalist point of view,
and were sufficiently case-hardened to meet the new

situation created by the arrivael of Tans, Auxiliaries and

British Intelligence officers.

General Byrne was Inspector-General of the R.I.C.
and moves were being made by some of the Castle authcnities,
who did not like him, to have him dismissed. General

Byrne proceeded to London to defeat these manoeuvres and,
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during his time there, he was supplied by friends in the

, Kildare Cl{g Wlth 1nformation as to the moves being made

against him. They conveyed this information to the General
through the R.I.C. e¢ipher code, and all meSSageszwére read

by Michael Collins.

On one occasion, the Volunteers raided the goods yard
at Amiens: St. station and took away explosives. Nobody
could be found to make a.siatement to the poliece except a
British ex-serviceman who worked there, He madEsa_full
statement with, of course, his name and address. This:
statement came to me, and I immediately forwarded it to
Collins. He se@t a.party to the ex+serviceman”saaddress-
to deal with him.  The ex-serviceman was quick; however,
got up on the roof just in time, and the Volunteers 4id not
find him. Superintendent Brien was not satisfied with all
the particulers in the statement, which had been taken by
Detectives Mahony apd Coffey, and ordered the two of them

‘to go to the ex-serviceman and get fuller particulars,

When they arrived there they were told about the.grevious
visit of the:VolunteerSaand how the: man only saved himself
b& getting on the roof. They were terrified, &nd_returned
and reported to Snperintendent Brien about the narrow

escape the man had. Brien, who did not like eitherfdf them,
sald: “Why wouldn*t the Sinn Péiners find out about it, ‘
because neither of you ever knew how to make a discreet
inguiry®! I met Collins that night, and he told me that

he jus& had before him the two Volunteers who were on the
raid, He asked them how had they let the lad get away,
telling them that the man had gone on the roof,. Collins
described to me: how the 0/C of the job turned to the othér
man and sald, with a typical Dublin accent: %....., o :
didn't I tell you to try the roof?". The British authoritesl

shifted the ex-serviceman to England and got him & job there.
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One night we mét Michael in Gay's: house 1n Haddon
Road, and we had our usual discussions with him. We were
leaving to return to town and, as this was one of the few
occasions on which he had & car, Mick offered us a 1ift.
5o the three. of us, MﬁNamara, Neligan and I, got into the
car. Joe Hyland was driving. We came along to Fairview
and Hyland was driving pretty fast. Just as we passed

Fairview Cross, we saw the trams stopped and everybody looking

. towards Tolka Bridge. Hyland was going a bit too fast

anyhow, with the result that we drove into & British
military patrol, and a British military sergeant ordered us
all out'of the car. I decided that the best thing was for
me to do the tglking and, as Collins was about the sanme

size as we were, I produced a detective's card andi said we:

‘were all detéctives, The sergeant sald: "Wou ﬁill have

to see the officer™. Collins was on for slipping away,
as: he did in many such caées, but I plucked his sleeve to
come on, &s, if he slipped away or attempted to do so, it
might spoll everything. The ﬁilitary officer, who was
about twenty years of age, explained that he and his: party
of lorries had just been gmbushed, and was about to give
particulars. I felt, of course, that it would be easy
enough to humbug the military officer, but there was the
danger that the Auxiliaries would be coming on afterwards.
They would have taken no chances and would have attempted
to bring us all to the Castle for identification. I
asked the officer d4id he know was the Drumcondra road safe,
and he said he believed it was. I said to the others
loudly: “We had betteér go that way so. This bombing
might be intended for us™. Turning the car round slowly,
we moved slowly to Richmond Road, did a steady sixty up
that road and got away while the going was good.



™

rw

97.

During the time I was meeting Michael Collins in
Foley's, in the early stages, he often discussed with me the
papers that I had been sending for the p;eviousltﬁo years,
which he referred to as their “correspondence course',

In discussing thése, it became obviocus that he still d4id not

‘understand the complete background of the detective

organisation, and we decided that it WOuld be necessary for
him to go into the office and read the record books ~
himself. From ten o'clock each night until six in the
morning, it was usuaiifor one men - meostly nqt of the
political staff - to be on‘duty‘in the‘detective oﬂficg,

and that man had the ciphér, in case telegrams arrived, |

It frequently happened that the detective, who was on a
week's night duty, Would'have to go to the courts during the
week, when he had cases, In that event, he would be |
relieved by someoﬁe for whatever night he required off duty,
gnd I wasg frequen£ly chosen for=the_single night's duty

like that.  So, meeting Mick one night in April, 1919, I
was able to tell him that I would be on duty the following
night from 10 p.m. to 6 a.m. We érrangedﬁih&t,_&t twelve
o'clock, he would ring up tc make certain ﬁhat it was I

who was on duty, &5 there were: frequently last-minute

changes. He was to use the name "Field", and my name was

to be "“Long'".

In due course, I went on duty at 10 p.m. Most of
the detectives;, who were unmarried, usually went to bed at
about 11 p.m. From about 11 p.m. that night, reports begén
to come in &bout shootings: in Store St. and other areas,
and I wondered was fate golng to take a hand. I also
learﬁed that, in the uniformed B,Divisiqn, which did duty
around that office, the Inspector on night duty was

Inspector Daniel Barrett. While the average uniformed
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officer would give the G.Division a wide berth, Barrett

was an ignorant, presumptuous man, who would be quite‘
capable of reporting that there was a light on in the office
at night, the secret office being on the first floor.

It was & semi-circular office, with mesny windows and with
blinds only over the bottom windows. It became obvious to
me that I could not switch on the electric iight in that
I'COMe. The secret small room, Whilch held the books, had no
electric light. Therefore, candles would be necessary.
While tﬁipking this out and, at the same time, receliving the
messages about the shooting, Sergeant Kerr of the Carrlage
Office, who was a single man and sleeping in the building,
was in the office telking to me, which was quite & usual
practice. When it was:nearLy 11.50 p.m. I tried teo
break off the conversation with Kerr as much as I could.

At about 11.45 p.m., he said he would stay up and give me a
hand, in view of all the messages., Finally,.we:had.almost
a row,'énd he left for bed at about 11.50 p.m.- At twelve
o'eclock, Mick ran uf, saying "Fileld here. Is that Long?".

I said: '“Yes, . Bring a.candle',

The new building &t Peapse 5t. had, of course, a
brand-new set of keys, and there was a master-key, in case
any of the other keys got lost. I had made myself
another master-key, by filing one of the erdinary keys.
That key would be necessary to open the secret room.

In due course, at about 12.15 a.m., Mick Collins arrived,
accompanied'bf Sefn Nunan. I had told him, and whoever
came with him; to be armed and also to have sticks, because
one would never know what might go wrong. I duly let them
in, showed them the back way and.the_yard door te Townsend
St. in case anything happened, and gave themiﬁhg general

lie of the land. No sooner had I done so than a stone
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, came through' the window. I was just wondering again if the

British fate was: golng to take & hand, - I looked at themn,
and they looked &t me. I told them to go into 2 dark
passage and to wait near the back door, in the shadow.

On looking out on Great Brunswick St. I saw & British
soldier in custody'of a policeman. I opened the door and
inguired of the constable what was wrong. He said: *This
fellow is drunk énd he is: after throwing a stone in through
the window", He took the soldier to the police station
next door. I went back and told Mick what had happened..
on inquiring if he had brought the candle, he said: “No".
He thought I was having a joke at his exXpense. All b.M.P.
stétions had a member, called Staff Sergeant, equilvalent

to an army quartermaster sergeanz,'whose job, amongst
others, was to maintain a store on the premises.  Staff
Sergeants: knew that, as ldng as they had too much left

over of any article, they were always safe, but if too
little, they were in for trouble. The result was.tha£ the~
sxqre'wasepacked with plenty of materials, such &as soap, etc.
I thought of my pfedious master-key, opened the store and
found plenty of candles, boxes of matches, soap, etc.
Having taken a couple of candles and 5 couple of boxes of
matches, I brought Michael upstairs. With the master-key
1 locked the main doors of the dormitories, which were on
the top floor, The same key opened the political office
and opened the secret small room, built into the wall,
which contained the records. I gave Collins: and Nunan

the candles and, getting them to close the door fairly
tigntly, I left them to carry on their investigatioh.

I then went downstairs. No sooner was I down than there
was a heavy knock at the deor. i opened it and found the

same constable back again, inguiring és»to the value of the

‘
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broken glass, I gave him a rough estimeate and he left.
I went upstairs, told the boys what the noise was about,

and came down to look after telephones, etc.

Michael stayed from about 12.15 till about 5 a.m.
There were many reasons for his visit. He wanted to know:
the background of what he called the correspondence which
they had received from me, the exact degree of British
knowledge as regards the Volunfeers, Sinn Féin and other
national organisations. Michael wanted to ascertain who,
of their people, were known and, still more important, who
were not known. He wanted to try to gauge-the'mentqlity
behind the records, and then to use the police secret
brganisation as; a model, with suitable improvements and
modifications, for Volunteer requirements:, It was obvious
that, sooner or later, these records would be taken to the
Castle because at nearly every hour of the day a ring would
come to the office asking for particulars, in writing, of
Suspect So-and-So. As.&.matter of fact, not very long

afterwards, the books were taken to the Castle.

Soon after I joined the Detective Office I became
acquainted with Joe Kavanagh. He was several years senior
to me, but T liked him from the start. He was very quick,
very humorous and spoke French. I was sponsor for his
eldest son. As: he was merried, he was:living oﬁf, near
the South Circular Road. I was unmarried and living in
barracks. From 1915 to 1917, I was fre@uently doing
office duty in the Castle, and Kavanagh was doing duty for
the most of his time in that office. He was very cripical
and very sircastic about 21l the superior officers. It
was not that he had a grievance himself, because he always -
had an easy office job. He was a beautiful penman, but

did not type. After 1916, Kavanagh told me about a couple
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of prisconers -he met in Richmond Barracks. Qne of them was
Seén M. O'Duffy who lived somewhere near him, He told

me hé took messages from 0'Duffy to his relatives and,
shortly afterwardsmatol& the relatives where exactly in
England O'Duffy was.,

On Baster Monday, 1916, when the rebellion broke out,
Joe Kavanagh was in the office at the Castle. The D.M.P.

headguarters store was in the Castle, and Joe knéw that in

it were about a. hundred Webley ‘and Scott .52 automatic

pistols with ammunition. The storekeeper was away on leave
for the -day, and Joe had the brainwave of‘suggesting‘to
some of them to break in and take these arms - collaring about

half a dozen for himseltf. After Easter Week, when he had

an opportunity, he gave me one of these pistols. That

made us still better friends. I did not know that Joe

-hated_England, in addition to hating the officers, bup'I

knew that we were such friends that I could trust him.

(Once or twice, in conversation, Michael Collins asked me

. did I_like Joe Kavanagh). .One evening, we were walking

in St. Stephen's Green, and we both made theldiscovgryl
that we were: in contact with Michael Collins. I told him
about Mick's visit to No. 1 éreat Brunswick St. He nearly
fell, laughing, knowing the mentality.in the G,nivision
office and knowing Mick. He got me to tedl it to him a
second timé, and he laughed so much that people looked at
him as if he were drunk or mad. He: asked me what did Mick
look like in the office, and I said: "He looked like & big
plain~-clothes man gding out on duty, with & stick", |
Shortly afterwards, when I met Mick, he apologlsed for not
having told me about Kavanagh. I told him .that £hat was:
what i had been preaching to him since I met him, not to
tell anything, that the Irish people had paid too big a
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price for carelessness like that, in the past. Kichael
5imil§rly apologised to Joe the next time he met him,
but Michael was glad the two of us knew and understood each

other.

Several times, amongst the items I gave Tdmmy Gay
were particulars as to where Lord Frenph‘would be the
followling day, but néthing ever happened. One night,
meeting Tommy in the.usua; way, and having told him a few
things, I mentloned casually that Lord French would be
arriving at Ashtown Station at 1 p.m. on the following day.
I thought no more about it, and went back to -the Detective
Office, where I had to do duty for that one nignt. I went
to bed at 6 a.m. At about 11.30 a.m. Joe Kavanagh came up
to my cubicle and said loudly: "They attacked Lord French
at Ashtown to-day, and one of the Sinn Féiners was killed.
Yog had better get up®. He winked at. me then. He
could not say any more,'aszwe did not know who might be
listening in the other cubicles. In due course, I was sent
to make a map of the scene, I brought an ordnance map

with me, measured the distances of the bomb-hqles in the

road, and inserted them on the map. A day or two afterwards,

I was told to take the map to a consultation in the Castle,

.concerning the inquest on.martih Savage. I went there.

Mr. Wylie, K.C., was in charge. He examined the map end
explained the strategy to all of us who were there, giving
us to understand that we knew nothing about it and that he-
knew all. He pointed out the roads, raillways: and canals,
and said how easy it could have been_to intercept the
miscreants if there gad been afparty there who understood
strategy. I told Mick Collins about this afterwards. ‘
He rubbed his: hand over his mouth and said: Yaye, stfategy*.‘
The British soldiers were confined to barracks that night,
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as: some of them ﬁanted to break but and avenge the attack
on Lord French. I should have mentioned that Mr. Wylie
told us that they were not the least concerned as to the
cause of the death of Martin Savage,'but gsolely wished to |
make as much use as_possible'of the occurrence, for

propaganda purpeses.

The English newspapers_made a great fuss about the

‘attack on the Lord Lieutenant. Photographs of the scene

appeared in the English pictorial papers. On one of the

- walls at the scene of the attack there had been inscribed

the words: "Wote for nglessm. Someone, who wWas not
friendly to éinn Féin, had added "ness" to the word “"lawless".
This: appeared in one Engiish ﬁhotograph with the remark:
"The ndtice on the wall speaks for itself™!

'Some time in 1919, the Violunteers were involved in
shooting, with tWOluniformed D.M.P. men, outside the Baqk
of Ireland late at night. The‘Voluntéers;got-the worst
of the shooting, béing wounded, and the two policemen
were unhurt. When I saw Collins the following day, he was
very ﬁngry about this and thought thak an example should
be made qf these two policemen. I told him that that was
sheer nonsense, that the‘uniformed men had no orders to stop
anybody, that they were just on duty outside the bank all
night, and that, as I personally knew the two men, I was
very well aware they did not care two pins what Volunteers
were passing up and down. There was & further point I
was able to make in their benefit too. When they would go
off duty at & a.m., if nothing had occurred{.they could
go to bed; but, if anything had occurred, they would be
kept for hours: making reports, appea:ipg in ¢ourt, ete.,
and would have to go on duty at 10 p.m. the next night, es
if nothing had happened. He was convinced by this, and
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said how-was.itrthat dozéns of Volunteers went home about
the same time that night and the uniformed police took no

notice of them.
1921 :

On the night of the 31st December, 1920 - lst January,
1921, the Auxiliaries: raided the flat Qf‘Miss Eileen
KcGrane at 21, Dawson St. and found portion of Tom Qullen's
dunp of documents. The informatlion about this:addreSS'wés
believed to have been glven to the Castle authorities by a
person of loyalist viewpoint, who was in business nearby
and who had known Tom Cullen when he lived in the téwn of
Wicklow.

Amongst the documents found were a large number of
copies of secret reports from the political section of the
Detective Division thet had been given by me to Michael
Collins. . All of the documents were of & date more than a
year before the raid and ought to have been destroyed long‘
previous as, by then, they had ceésed to be of sufficient

importance to be retalned, at least in their original form.

Amongst the papers:capfured were copies of all
telephone messages received by the G.Division during the
week of the Rising in 1916. These telephone mess&geé
were bound in book form for the week, as was the usual
practice in the: office, 7Some of the messages were froﬁ
loyal people, giving information as to where the Irish
Volunteers had oceupied positions in small numbers or where
they had posted snipers on roofs or in windows, but many
exactly simlilar ones: were: received from perscns Who posed,
then and afterwards, as sympathisers of the Volunteers.
Gollins had many & cynical laugh, after reading these,
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when listening to protestations of patriotism by some of

the senders of the messages. Michael had taken this volume
away with him the night he visited the secret archives in
1919 at No. 1, Great Brunswick St. Joe Reilly had had
custody of this volume for some time, and twice the
Auxiliaries had raided two of his lodging places and
aceidentally failed on each occasion to find the volume.

Joe used say to me: "“That damned old daybook of yours was
twice nearly getting me shot!® T don't think he ever met me,
up to the time of his death & few years ago, that we did
net refer to it, I always asking him if he remembered it.

On the morning following.the raid, I met Michael and he

told me about the police documents: having been found in

the Dawson St. raid. He warned me to be prepared for the
inevitable enquii-ies that would ensue by the: British

authorities when they examined the documents.

The Auxiliaries took their documents to headquarters
in the Castle, and arrested Miss McGrane as the occupier
of the flat where the documents were found. In due course,
the police portion of the documents were transmitted‘to
Colonel Edgeworth-Johnstone, Chief Commissioner, D.M.P.,
and, witnin twenty-four hours, the captured documents were
the subject of gossip amongst individual detectives. They
were in a state of consternation, as it gave them the
impression that the "Sinn Féin® organisation of intelligence
was. even more deadly than, in fact, ‘it really was. They
were all the more terrified as they began to belleve that
Sinn Féin sympathies must be widespread amongst the police,
and they could not tell who might or might not be a sympathizr

So far for the individuals, but the D.M.P.

suthorities in the Castle started investigating immediately.

" Superintendent Brien had been compulsorily retired and had
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been replaced by Superintendent Purcell, who had been-given

‘charge of the G.Division but not of ®political'duty, which

was now centred in the Castle under the control of Inspector

Bruton.

I had charge of all office duty at Brunswick St.
building and so worked close to Purcell. He was.&.decent,
straightforward officer, who never liked the detectives as a
body and was transferred from the uniform service by order
of the Commissioner, as, apart from political duty, the
G.Division was responsible for an enormous mass of non-

political work.

Purcell was very friendly to mé,_énd while not
sympathetle to the Volunteers, was in his hea?t hostile to
everyone in Police Headquarters in the: Castle. - When the
docunents were found, he immediately 1nfofmed me private}y
and said that, whoever took them, I was bound to be blamed
.as;having been in charge of the mpoiiticalm office at the
pime the documents were typed, over a year previously.

He was delighted at the news of the raid and the
consternation it has caused in the Castle and to Bruton;

fo whom, also, he was hostile.

At the same time, I could not safely question him

for any further information than he had volunteered himself.

However, he was well acquainted with Phil Shanahan, Sinn
Féin T.D., who had a publichouse in the area‘where Purcell
had been stationed when in the uniform force, Collins
directed Shanahan and another publican named Kennedy

to keep in touch with Purcell in order to ascertain how the
Castle authorities: were reacting to the £ind of the
documents. Collins, of course, promptly Iinformed me of

everything that Purcell stated to the two publicans.
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Every vestige of political duty was immediately
removed from the Brﬁnéwick 3t. office to the Castle, except,
strange to say, the issuing of permits for and control of
arms:' permits. This had been overlooked, I continued to
meet Collins almost every night during this time and, of
course, had to take extra precautions in doing so. One
of the means I had to adopt was to wait at a tram stop until
a tram had got well under way and then sprint fqr iz, to
the great amnoyance of conductors, who never failed to
lecture me on the danger.of that unorthodox;method'oﬁ
boar&iﬁg their vehicles. However, no man on twWwo legs
could have followed me on to the tram when I adopted that

means, and so 1 was safe from that method of shadowing.

Just before leaving for one of the first of these
meetings with Collins, I learned accidentally that the
Junior Army and Navy Stores, DP'Olier St., had a parcel of a

dozen new Webley revolvers and some thousands of rounds of

" ammunition ready for a British guartermaster who was to

call for them next day. I informed Collins of this, and
Liam Tbbin's:men anticipated the quartermaster's call next
day and coliecte& the parcel. The capture of these arms
and ammuﬁition was accepted by the Castle authorities as an
everyday occurrence, and we: never heard anything further

about the incident.

At this time I found Collins very much perturbed
about two suggestions which, I understood, emanated from the
D&il Cabinet; one, that the war against the British should
gradually ease off, and, two, that he, Collins, should be
transferred to America. He sounded me for my opinion.

1 pointed out that the war had then reached such a degree
of extreme keenness between the Irish and British forces,

that the British would immediately sense the slightest sign
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of "easing off" by the Irish, and that thus British morale,
then at & very low ebb, would be enormously boosted if they
felt there was a perceptible weakening on the part of their

opponents.

As regards the suggestion of his going to America,
I poihted out to him what would be my reactions, although

the capture of the documents, having brought me under

'suspicion, had rendered me of very little future value. to

him, at least in the manner i had been in the past. I
stated that the way I felt about it muét be about the same
as what others habituvated to immediate contact with him

on matters of life and death would feel, namely, ﬁhat it
would be impossible, psychologically, to establish the same
microscop;c understanding with any other person who miéht
replace him as had been labofiously built ub over a critical
period of years with him. I said I believed that other.
people engaged in activities like mine or in any other form
of activity, would resent what they would consider an
entirely unnecessary and impossible handiicap imposed on them.
While we were: all prepared to do our utmost and, if

necessary,  sacrifice our lives for Ireland, we would all

‘resent arbitrary changes at Volunteer Headquarters..

During this talk with Collins, as also on a few
ocecaslons during the previous six months, he made a few
pessimistic feﬁarks which puzzled me, because there was no
obvious reason for pessimism. On more than one occasion
he saild something like, "“If all our people were as devoted
and efficient in the cause as you are, things would be a lot
bettert, There was some disturbing faétor, the nature of
which I was not aware. I thought perhaps he was temporarily

fatigued or half thinking aloud over his many heavy
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responsibllities, and, as there never was much time to spare -

‘when dealing with him over urgent matters, I did not

question him as to the cause of his anxiety. Perhéps he -
nad wished that I would. I have regretted that ever sﬁnce.
I never  guessed that there was dissension in the "“Cabinet®.
It was the last thing one would have believed pessible in
such & critical time for the nation. Most certainly, had
I known 1it, the%mcébinet“ members would have been brought

t0 their senses.

In January, 1921, a_Detective-Serggant was able .to
pin me down to having myself typed two of the reports fqr
him, copies of which had been captured at 21, Dawson St.,
but, by a strange: coincidence, the copies found of these
two reports had been typed by a.machine Which typed ﬁwelve
letters to the inch instead of the usual ten, and all

machines in the Detective offices at Great Brunswick St.

and Dublin Castle were of the normal ten-to-the-inch
variety. I was not slow, needless to say, to point out
this fact, and that had the effect. of further perplexing

the Police Commissioners.

The explanation, which these authorities did not
know, ﬁas that, whilst I typed the two re;pozjtsa, the
Detective-Sergeant stood by énd I dared not make an extra
copy in his: presence, I had simply used new copyilng
carbon sheets in each base gnd,'later on, given these
carbon papers to Collins. Gollihs:had got Miss Moran,
crie of his confldential secretaries, to copy these carbon
sheets on & portable typewriter writing twélve:characteré

to the inch, and had then destroyed the carbon sheets.

The unusual typing and’ my admission of having typed the

.reports in the presence of the Sergeant still further

puzzled the Castle authorities.
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Efﬁen=aifew days, I was summoned one evening late in
Januvary to the Commissionerf®s: office. Those present were:
the.Chief Commissioner, Colonel Edgeworth-Johnstone,
Assistant Commissioner Barrett, andaMr.lMagill, a civil senvaﬁ
and Secretary to the Dublin Metropolitan Pollce, a&s well
as Superintendent Purcell. The Commissioner handed me the
sheaf of captured D.M.P., reports, which numbered about one
hundred, and asked me for my comments. I stated that all
closely resembled the Detective office stationery and
might have been typed: in the: Detective office in Greaf

Brunswick St., except in the two cases where the copies had

been typed by a machine, of & model that did not exist in

any of the police offices, and could not, therefore, have
been made in any police office. I again admitted that I
remembered typing reports which appeared to be, word for

word, similar to the copies found.

Later on, Collins told me that Superintendent Purcell
had informed Phil Shanshan thet the Comm;ssioner was
puzzledi by the two reports already referred to, &nd that

‘that was the only reason-why I had not already been arrested.

0f course, the moment the documents were captured by
the Aﬁxiliarie& and . T Inevitably came under sugpicion, Ly
usefulness, in the capacity T had acted in for the previous -
four years, was at an end. Every action of mine would be
noted, at least during office hours, although it would have
been almost impossible to shadow me at night. There were
no motor-cars available at that period-for shadowing
and no hostile detectives would risk their lives even if
they were physically azctive enough, which none of them were,
In any case, for the previous: few months, the centre of

gravity of political duty against Sinn Féin had been
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gradually transferred from the Great; Brunswick St. office

to Dublin Castle, under Inspector Bruton.

Joe Cavanagh had died in September, 1920, from a

blood clot after an operation in Jervis St. hospital for

" appendicitis.. But McNamara was now attached to the

tpolitical®* staff in the Castle. Although, as I have said,
the capture of the documents had lessened my usefulness

to Collins, I continued to accempany NcNamars on night
visits to the: "Big Fellow", where the latest developments
in the Castle were discussed, over: tea generall} at Tommy

Gay *s place, 8, Haddon Road, Clontarf.

Collins always wound up by asking me hoﬁ:tﬁe

-documents;enquiry was proceeding, or telling me the latest

from Eﬁréell. Michael did not_think the matter was as

- serious as I knew myself 1t was. T had. no doubt that I

would be dismissed, arrested or shot, but I had not the
heart to tell that to Collins or McNamara, as I desired to

avold adding further worry as long &as possible tb Collins,

‘who had his: hands full of troubles at the time when the

British were making their supreme effort to smash Sinn Féin,
and he was further perturbed by the suggestion of his

transfer to America.

Things dragged on like this until the third week in
February (1921), when one evening I was dirécted by
Superintendent Purcell toaccompany him toAthe Commissioner's
office at the Castle. With an Inspector, we: went to the |
ante-room of the: Commissioner's office. Superintendent
Purcell was directed to go to the Commissioner®s office,
Which he did. I speculated as: to whether I was again to

be confronted with the documents or arrested.
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My doubts: were soon settled, for Purcellremerged from
the Commissioner's office trembling and with his: face as |
white as; a. sheet. In a quavering voice, he told me I was
to be arrested for giving out the documents to the Sinn
Féiners. The Inspector, although a loyalist, was also
shocked and rendered speechless. I, of course, was not
surprised, although I had to express indignation to the best
of my ability.

At that exact moment, for a matter of seconds, I had
the option of socking the two officers and trying to shoot
my way through the Auxiliary sentries at the outer gate
with the small official .32 automatic pistol which I had, or .
of knocking out the two officers, which I believe I could
have done, and running the gauntlet of the steel-armoured
gate, past the Auxiliaries. However, I had made up my mind
previously ‘not to try to éscape. If I tried and failed,
it would be regarded as a confession of guilt, and, worse
still, would bring McNamara under adverse notice, as all
détectives knew that he and I had been close associaﬁes for
years, and his usefulness to the national cause would be
terminated. I don't think I could have found it in my
heart to shoot Purcell or the other officer .merely to save
my own life, if it were in danger. Had it been a case of
rescuing Collins or other I;R.A. officers, 1t would have been
different and no compunction would have mattered. Purcell
had consistently warned Phil Shanahan that the documents'’

position was serious..

I was searched and the official pistol taken from me.’

A D,M.P. motor van, with eight men and an Inspector, took me:

- to Arbour Hill Military Prison. On the journey to the

prison, putting my hand into my pocket I was shocked to find
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my master key, which I had used for Collins's visit to the
archives and on numerous other ocecasions. The police
search at the Castle had failed to find it 1n a corner of my
pocket, While I wés worrying about what to do with the key,
we arrived at Arbour Hill Prison. I was put into a cell
and searched by a.mi;itary warder, who again failed to find
the key. The D,M.P. Inspector was in the act of bidding
me good-bye in the presence of the military when the
confounded key fell on the cell floor with a: loud bang.

The military search must have moved it to the edge of my
pocket, The Inspector_asked me if that was my key.

I replied it was a key of the Detective Office and that
Superintendent Purcell would need it in the morning. I
asked the Inspector to give the key, without delay, to the
Superintendent. The: Inspector promised he would de so,
and, in fact, hastened with it to the Superintendent.

The Inspector was a.membef;of'the uniformed force and,
consequently, stood in awe: of the Detective force and also
in awe of & Superintendent, which was a superlor rank to

his.

The key itself was one of & series of routine keys
for the new police building in Great Brunswick St., and its
head had been filed by me into the shape of & master kKey. -
To the Inspector, it lookedi a correct official key, and,
as Superintendent Purcell was only a few months In charge
of thé Detective force, he, also, tock it for granted that it
was a correct.offlcial key when he received it from the

prison.

iy cell in Arbour Hill Prison was at the corner
nearest the Prison Commandant's office and had an iron gate

as well as an iron door. That night I hqd the best sleep
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I had had for the previous three months, as I was very
tired. For weeks past I got very little sleep, as it was
necessary to be on the alert night and day whilst the fight

was reaching its climax.

Next morning I was given the usual Arbour Hill
breakfast of porridge, bread and tea, and was. allowed to walk
up and down inside the prison for about half an hour,
accompanied by two soldier-warders. The military warders,
practically all non-commissioned officers of long service,
were nearly all members;of the Royal Garrison Artillery,
and mostly natives of Kent. On the whole, these were
decent, straightforward Englishmen who were much better
behaved towards the prisoners than were one or two Irish
soldier-warders in Arbour Hill, In addition to Irish
civilian prisoners, Arbour Hill continued to function as a
millitary detention prison for the punishment of British

soldiers for disciplinary of'fences.

After a couple of days I was visited by the Prison
Chaplain, Father Turley. He addressed me as "My poor boy",
and his, hand trembled. I thought to myself, “@hings must

_ be bad as far as I am concerned, and he must. know that.

Hence the trembling of his: hand".  However, when out‘for
exercise a couple of days afterwards, I saw Father Turley
speaking to 6ther prisoners and npted that hisnhands'
trembled whilst he was with them. This re-assured me
somewhat, as evidently the trembling was not‘caused by the
serious circumstances in which I found myself. I had many
visits subsequently from Father Turley who was ﬁlways
kindly. &bout the third visit he told me quietly that

my friends“ outside sent me greetings and were anxious to

know how I was: faring.
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A couple of weeks later I had a visit from Philip
O'Reilly, who told me he was to act as my solicitor. I
hédAnever-heard of him before. As Philip was & very
goodlooking young man and extremely fashionably dressed,
in entire contrast with the turnout usually affegted by
Sinn Féiners, I had some doubts concerning him, regarding
him as far foo “réspectablym dressed to be & good Irishmaﬁ
of the period. I told him I would considep the matter and

had the minimum of d&iscussion with him then.

When next Father Turley called, I asked him to enquire
if O'Reilly was “all right". In a subseguent visit, he
told me that Philip was: genuine and had been specially
selected by Michael Noyk} Solicitor, a well ¥nown Sinn
Féiner, as not lookingz like a. "typical' Sinn Féiner.

When Philip called on me again, he also told me that
he had been sent by Michael NoykK who had been entrugted
with the preparation of my defence by "“some of my friends®

~outside. So we, there and then, commenced on the defence

"problen.

On one of his calls;, Philip told me that Volunteer
Headquarters had given consideration to a plan for rescuing
me from prison and that Collins:himself would personally
take part. The idea. was for a party of Volunteers to don
khaki and come on & lorry 6r tender to Arbour"Hill with
faked papers: and take me into "custody™. I said that,
unless things were: looking much worse for me than they tﬁen
were, as I was feeling confident at the moment that matte;s
were not too dangerous, I would not like to havé risked the
lives of brave and indispensable men. However, I.undertoék
to give careful consideration to the plan, should 1t o

become necessary at a later date. I stated, however, that
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I could not agree that Collins should participate

personally and so risk capture or death.

Meenwhile, Major King of the Auxiliaries

and another Auxiliary, whose name I think'was:

Hincheliffe, arrived as prisoners in Arbour Hill,

charged with the murder of I.R.A., prisoners,

Patrick Kennedy and James: Murphy, somewhere in the
Drumcondra area. They were given exefciseein the
open air: in the prison grounds in the evening, after
the other priscners had been locked in for the night.
One evening when they were being taken out, I was
walking up and down inside the prison when the
Commandant of the Prison, a very decent, kindly,
scholarly man, Major Curry, saw me. He directed
that, as I was a. fellow member of the “Police) I
should be taken outdoors with them for exercilse.

The Commandant introduced us an& we.walked about the
grounds together, observed by four N.C;O: warders.
Ma jor King was full of his own grievances for being
arrested and, of course, I duly enlarged on mine,

He said, ™All Governments are the same. They
utilise the services of people like you and me

and are then qulte prepared to hang us ift it suits
their purpose". He appeared to be afraid that the
mpoliticianaﬂhwould hang him just to show how

®fair-minded® they were..

Now, some of us had made a practice of sizing
up Auxiliaries from the point of view'of a possible

struggle With them from inside gun range, where
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it would be necessary to disarm them, kill them,
or rescue prisoners, without the noise of firearms,
which might bring them reinforcements. We were
wondering how they would acquit themselveg in a

sheer muscular struggle and were generally satisfied

that they would not stand up to a close quarter

pounding. S0 I enquired of the Major if he had

any interest in sport. I found that he had known
Reggie Walker, the famous South African Olympic
sprinter, very well, As I had myself used Walker's
Sprinting Manual for training in the 100 yards,

I could recognise that King knew what he was talking
about, as regards Walker's traihing methods.

King was not interested in boxing and, as I had
trained in boxing at Mick O!'Beirne's boxing school,
I satisfied myself that, if ever we should cilash

in the future in the type of hand-to-hand struggle

I have mentioned, I would most likely get the

upper hand.

However, the summary of évidence proceedings
were, in due course, held in Arbour Hill on the
two Auxiliaries and, unlike in the cases of Irish
prisoners, their lawyers were allowed £o be
present at this portion of their courtmartial.
When their trial qamé off, both Auxiliaries were
acquitted, notwithstanding the fact that convincing
evidence had been given against them by two other
Auxiliaries, one of them Lieutenant-dbmmander Frf,

who swore that they saw the prisoners being taken
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taken out of the Castle, in an old Ford car, by-
King and Hincheliffe. One of the witnesses

swore that he had asked where they were  taking the
prisoners énd Hincheliffe had replied: "Oh! Just
for a bit of shooting"! Shortly afterwérds the
bodies of Knnedy and Murphy were found rifled

and with tin cans; forced over their heads. The
military staff of the prison informed me that Sir
Hamar Greenwood, Chief Secretary for Ireland, had
subscribed the sum of £500 for the defence of the

prisoners.

After I had been in the prison about two
months, without being charged with any offence,
Philip O'Reilly and I decided to demand & trial

without further delay, or release.

They. promised an early trial, but still
nothing happened. As I learned indirectly, they
felt that their case was weakened by the fact that
I was in charge of the office from which the documents
were taken and, consequently, was not likely to have
given out the documents myself, as I would have}
bgen obviously the first to be blamed. There were
were the furthér facts that I ha&‘been brought
bgfore the Commissioner and handed the captured
documents about a month before my arrest and,
notwithstanding that fact; had not absconded.

They were further puzzled by the spaéing-of the

strange typewriter.
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As I was: in solitary confinement, one of
my greateét difficulties was to remember what day
it was, I made up a calendar for myself but was
still liable to mark off two dayé:when only one
had really passed, or vice versa. Father Turley's
visits;, about once a week, helped to check up on
the day and date. Sometimes he brought me in a
bundle of newspapers, all some days old. For the
fir&t'couple of months, I was not taken to Sunday
Mass in the prison chépel, as there vere strict
orders that I was not to be allowed to speak to,
or approach, any of the other prisoners. That
suited my plans very well, as I assumed a hostile
attitude to all other brisoners, for the benefit of
the ﬁilitary warders.. Besides, had I been
allowed to associate with others, I would be bound
to be asked by fhem who I was and what offence I
was 1ﬁ for. There: was always the danger, too,
of "wrong ones" being arrested in order to spy on
thoée in custo&y, In fact, there had been such
in Arbour Hill and af least one: of these had
been shot by the I.R.A. after having been “released",

The only time I had a really bad moment
in the prison was, I remember quite distinctly,
on Palm Sunday. I was confined to the cell all‘day.
I kept teliing myself, for some strange psychological
reason, that the British had found some of my

handwriting amohgst éapﬁured documents. This was,
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as a matter of fact, impossible, because I never used
my handwriting when imparting intelligence items to

Collins. However, after a couple -of hours I was able

" to convince myself that none of my handwriting could

possibly have been captured, and from then on I ceased

to worry on that score.

As I have stated, I was practically never given
exercise ocutside the prison ﬁntil after the Truce. 1
Was:a&iowed to walk up and down the passage inside the
prison for about an hour each day, sometimes in the
forenoon and scmetimes during the aﬂtefnoon, but never
at any fixed or regular time. On one: occasion I was
told to walk up and down a side:paésage about ten
o¥clock in the morning. A British army disciplinary
prisoner:was occupied mopping up the passage. As T
walked back towards the central passage, I noticed the
Commandant of the Prison and a British army lieutenant
in conversation, with their backs turned towards me.
After a couple of walks up and down, I was walking
away from the position of the officers and, when
passing the military prisoner cleaning the passage,
he whispered, "Don't look round, Paddy. Every time
you walk this %ay, that ...... lieutenant turns round
to have a. good look at you“.‘ As T was afterwards to
leérn, the lieutenant was £he legal officer who was to
prosecute me at the courtmartial and apparently
desired to haﬁe an opportunity to "size me up ™

beforenand.

Early in April, 1921, I was notified of

|
a date later in the month when the “Summary

of Evidence" proceedings would ?e taken against
- |

me, and given a copy o the charges,
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fifty-six in number, under the Restoration of Order in
Ireland Regulations,'and practically amounting to high

treason.

Philip O*Reilly appliedi for permission to be
present at the Summary of Evidence proceedings. This was
refused as the British authorities said it was not the
practice to allow legal representatives. However,
O'Reilly pointed out to them that the legal repieséntatives
of the Auxiliaries, King eand Hinchcliiffe, had been admitted
to their Summary proceedings. O'Reilly won his point and

Ld

was allowed to attend,

L3

In due course, the Summary of Evidence was taken in
the prison, conducted by the prosecution officer, whose
name I cannot now recall. The witnesses were Superintendent
Purceill,, several Iﬂspector85 Detective-Sergeants and
Detective Officers. Their evidence was intended to prove
that I was in charge of the: secret politic&l office and .
hadi typed the coples of the documents: found in 21, Dawson St.

As I had not seen any.of these people since my arrest,
I 414 not know how they were re-acting to my case, I
felt that some of them, if they thought I was “down and
out", would be inclined to try to make matters worse for me.
Accordingly, I determined that, so farfaé locks: were
concerned, as they were not aliowed to speak to me by the
prosecuting officer, I would convey to them that I was in
anything but a helpiless position. hAccordingly, I assumed
as grim a look as I could towards Superintendent Purcell and .
the others, trying to impress on them although I might be in
trouble myself, I had powerful friends outside who would
punish them for undue ofﬂiciousneés, My plan must have-had

1ts effect because, when Philip O'Reilly called on the day
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following the proceedings, he laughingly asked me what kKind

of a look T had given Superintendent Purcell because on the
night after the proceédingsa?urcell called on Phil

Shanehan in a state of alarm, protesting that he had not
displayed any animus against me and had confined himself

to @& bare formal statement of the duties that he was bound
to carry out as a Superintendent. He_said I héd given him
a terrible look and wanted to assure me that he-héd”iﬁ no

way deserved it.

The Police: Commissioners desired to produce technical
proof that the typing was done, except in the two cases,
by & machine in the: Great Brunswick St. office and,
therefore, most likely by me.  They were afraid to
utilise the services of any Dublin typewriter expert, who
might likely be a sympathiser with the national-m@vement,
and they feared if they brought in an English expert he
would ﬁost likely be shot, either when in Dublin or after
his return to England. Accordingly, they_thruét the role -
of expert on two Detective Inspectors, neither of whom
knew anything about a typewriter. They sought to prove a
similarity which, as a matter of fact, was very obvious
between the captured documents and other papers, which had
certainly been typed in the office during the past year,
The similarity consisted in the raising of the base of
capiial Tetters above the line of small letters and,
therefore, that the same machine, carrying this defect,
had typed both sets of documents. The real fact never
struck any of them, which any expert would have detécted,
that the raised capitals were not due to any defect in the
machine .but to my own personal peculiarity in typing,

and they thus missed establishing a deadly proof against me.
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Philip O'Reilly decided that cross-examination of the
witnesses would be deferred to the couftmartial proper and
that there would be none at the Summary of Evidence. Cne or
two of the witnesseé, however, went beyond their own
knowledge and the truth,JNhen they stated that I was the
only one who had access to the secret doquments, I pulled
theée:up sharply. . This; impressed the prosecdting officer
and served to remind the wi;nesses-that the course they were
taking was.by no_mehns safe. I heard that, when they had
time to reflect that night, they were alarmed.

All the witnessés.sought to prove that, in the
normal way, I would have done the secret typewriting, but
that, very exceptionally, ﬁetective—Sergeant Patrick |
McCarthy would type sometimes after normal office hours,
O'Reilly, in a talk afterwards with the prosecufing officer
outsiide the prison, referrgd to this mention of McCarthy.
The prosecuting officer agreed that McCarthy would have to

be produced.

Now, O'Reilly and: ¥ knew that McCarthy had resigned
about & year ﬁreviously when about to be transferred to
political duty. By a strange coincidence, all the police
‘documents that happened to be storea in 21, Dawson St;
and found by the Auxiliaries were: also over a year in
exiétenée, and none of them was of a date subsequent to
McCarthy*s resignation. We knew that McCarthy was
sympathetic to Sinn Féin but had not sufficient strength
of nerve to help in the movenent. McCarthy ha@ gone .to
: Londoﬁ, where he was employed in business by an ex-British

officer who had served in Ireland from 1916 to 1920.

O'Reilly-1nforme&.Volunteer.Headquarters of the

intention of the prosecution to produce HcCarthy. Collins
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immediately established contact with McCarthy in Léndon and

ordered him to be prepared to go to America at short notice,

as soon as a method of secret transport. could be arranged.

| McCarthy agreed, and sent me Wprd that; under no

~ circumstances, would he make a statement to the British or

come to Dublin.

Meantime, the prosecution arranged for Scotland Yard
to summon McCarthy to attend at Dublin when called upon.
Now, it happened that McCarthy hadjattended for several
months a special course in criminology at Scotland Yard,
whilst in the Dublin Police. He was, consequently, well
known to several Scotland Yard officers. One: of them
called on McCarthy to warn him to be ready tb attend at the
trial.. McCarthy, in order to gain time; raised the question
of the expenses of travelling to Dublin and demended the
money beforehand. This was s sofe‘point with both London
and Dublin detectives. The Scotland Yard msn was in
entire sympathy with McCarthy's‘demand"for expenées before
travelling instead of having fo claim them afterwards.,

The Yard man was emphatic in condemniqg the red tape methods
of the authorities as regards expenses. However, McCarthy
was again visited by a Scotland Yard officer, enquiring
when he would be reédy to travel and smatihg that he must
travel, with or without expenses allowance in advance,

As travel arrangéments to America were not yet ready,
McCarthy thought it safer to go into hiding and went
straight from his office at closing hour to a south of

England port town, where he stayed indoors for a couple of

'weeks before: being taken to Iiverpocl and thence to New

York, where Liam Pedlasr met him and placed him in employment.
!eantime, both McCarthy's lodgings: and office were raided
by Scotland Yard officers in a vain search for him.
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When the Civil War was over, I had the pleasure of
reinstating MeCarthy in the Dublin Police and promoting him

to Inspector and later Superintendent.

In due course, I received word from Philip O'Reilly
that McCafthy was safely in the Unlted States, and then we:
began to press for the courtmartial to take place, stating
that I was anxlious to get it over and get back to my job.
The proéécution kept promising the trial, week after week,
but never giving the reason that McCarthy could not be

produced.

About thils time, Collins had a me&mge; written and
;initialle@ by himself, “accidentally" dropped in the Castle.

It was addressed to a mythical numbered agent in the Castle,

- requesting an immediate report as to who this Broy was that

was & prisoner in Arbour Hill and stating that Volunteer:
Headquerters understood he was hostile to Sinn Féin and that
they knew nothing as to why he was in Arbour Hill.

Philip told me about this, and &horply afterwards=tbe
pfison authorities became more friendly. I was allowed out
into a portion of the prison yard, separated by barbed wire
from the other-piisoners, for a couple of hours each day.
As a further concession, I was allowed out in fhe yard
after tea time along with British sqldiers, who were in
detention for disciplinary offences. It was now éérly
June, 1921, with extremely fine summer weather, and, as I

was: for several hours each day allowed out in the open air

- with the minimum of supervision, I had not a bad time of it

by any means.

However, from the moment I was arrested, there was
always the danger that somebody, who had already observed

some of my movements before arrest, might begin to put two
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and two together when they héar&:of the arrest, and supply
confirmetory data to the British. I was never free from
this.caqse of anxiety. As a matter_o? fggt,_I heard'
afterwards that there had been a fair amount of gossip
amongst. individual members of the polllce about my-having
been seen entering Croke: Park (Jones'SgRoad groundé then)
and other places, Where, in such times, no member of the
police would feel safe in entering. However, it never
passed. the gossip stage: and the informatign never reached

the Castle authorities.

. As the papers were not allowed to mention my arrest,
this saved a similar gossip: danger amongst the civil
population. In the intensity of the struggle during the
previoﬁs years, I héd to visit certain places, regardless of
the danger of being observed when arrests of leaders were to
be prevented, or othef*&angerous situations to be dealt'with
at short notice, regardless of the unwisddm:or danger

Involved.

As soon as it was known that there was to be a truce,
even before the actﬁal date: on llth July, there was a
general relaxation in prison discipline, We were all
allowed out in the open &ir for several houfs each day

during one of the fiinest summers on record.

The prisoners;bggan to hold concerts in the open
air,rwith an audience of the prisoners and the military‘
staff of the prison. I remember one;of these concerts.

A young British officer was present who enjoye&,the turns,
admitting that the “h-humour® was quite good. A versatile
bearded prisoner, named Murray, was encored several times
by both prisconers and British. Finally he sang a song,
composed, I understand, by the: late Bamon Fleming of

Wolfhilk,.
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The gist of the verses was thatevery well-known
anti-national villain in Irish history was really a good

Irishman and patriot. The refrain was: -

WThefe are those who say with pride
That 'twas for Ireland Cromwéll diedlt
Hee! Héer Hee!' Haw! Haw! Haw!
Hee! Heel Heel Haw! Haw!l Haw;

0, "twas for Ireland Cromweli died!™,

This was too much for the British, however; they failed to
see the "“h-humour", and all prisoners were: ordered inside a
couple of hours earlier than usual. The roars of laughter
that followedi the song continued to break out inside the

prison for a couple of hours afterwards.

Immediately after the Truce, Philip O'Reilly called
on me and informed me that I would be released in a cpuple of
days' time, as Coilins‘was:taking steps to get me out.
I never afterwards had an opportunity to ask Collins how he
had managed it, as there were always:moreAurgenﬁ things to

discuss when we were subsequently together.

However, many years afterwards, Dr. Maclaverty of
Merrion Square told me that he had been one of the |
intermediaries between I.R.A. Hea&quarters and the British i
in the Castle at the time of the Truce. He stated that
one of the things Collins: demanded from Cope was my release
from prison. Cope‘replied that that was impossible, as
Ifwaszg menmber of the British service and, in no way, in a
similar - position to Sinn Féin prisoners, such as MacEoin,
Joe McGrath, etc. Collins told the Doctor that he Woﬁld,

under no circﬁmstances, agree to- the “impossibility" of my

release, no matter what Were‘tﬁé so-called exceptional

o
2
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- ¢ircumstances. T was simply an imprisoned Irishman and

Collins demanded my release forthwith. The Doctor's own
statement'was the first I neard of this, but I am inclined

to accept it as one hundred per cent. accurate.

On hearing from O'Reilly that I was to be released
soon, I carefully washed all my laundry and a showerproof
coat that I had taken to prison, which had got badly soiled,
as I had to wear it practically night and day in the cell
during the earlier  cold months. During the lovely summer
weather when out for hours each day in the prison yard, I
had got rapidly bronzed following the lone confinement

indoors. I congratulated myseif that I was none the worse

_physically after five months in solitary confinement.

In this I was: soon forced to realisefmy mistake after

relesse.

A couple of days later, about 8 p.m. a British N.C.0O.

opened my celi'door and laconically shouted, "Pack up!™.

" He started to fold up my blankets, when out tumbled a

trench téol handle that I had secreted there months
previously. One da& when out for exercise in the hall, a
miliitary prisoner, newly arrived, was paraded outside the
open door of my cell and compelled to display each.article
of his kit. The conditions of his incarceration were read
out Lo him by-an N.C.0. warder finishing up by saying,
"Military prisoners must execute all commands at the double®,
i.e., ranning. He was ordered to pack up and move: away at
the double, and in the hurry lef't. the: “weapon™ outside ny
cell door. On passing my cell during my exercise walk

as soon as the coast was clear, I kicked the handlé:into
the cell without it being noticed. The implement

consisted of a wooden handle, about two feet long, With &
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heavy steel ferrule on the end. — I thought this would be a
very useful weapon, should Auxiliaries or others ever come

to “interrogate® me.

When the N.C.0O. found the article amongst my
bedelothes, he said, “*Ha! You ......! You had that for me".
I told him that I had it not for him but for anyone that
might have come'to beét me up. He replied, to my

astonishment, that no prisoners had ever been beaten up in

Arbour Hill, that Arbour Hill was under the direct control

of the War Office and that the Prison Commandant compelled
Auxiliaries and everyone else to dump all weapons in his

office before being allowed to question a prisoner.

As soon ag I had collected my belongings, the N.C.O.
took me to the office where the Comméndant‘handed me over to
a British military officer and party of soldiers, with
orders to hand me over as a prisoner to the D.M.P. at the

Bridewell.

As Philip O'Reilly hg& already informed me, I was to
be handed over to the D.M.P. authorities and released on bail
immediately. The military party took me on a lorry to the
Bridewell, and the first thing that impressed me, on
emerging from the prison, was the wonderful green
colouring of trees: and gardens and the great beauty of
red bricks. After the drab grey of the prison, all
colours. took on an unexpected beauty greater than one
benolds even from an aeroplane, when colours appear to acquire

a special splendour..

I was duly handed over to the police at the Bridewell
and lodgéd, still a prisoner, in the doctor's room for the
night. During the night, many members of the police of .all

ranks called into the room to greet me and give me the lie



LU

130.

of the land, so far as they were conversant with it.

One of tﬁe most helpful was John O0'Neill, the present

Chief Superintendent of the Dublin Metropolitén Division,
Ghrda Siothchéna. He had been formerly a member of the G.’
Division but, on h;ssrefusal to dd “political™ duty, was
relegated to the uniform service; I got special greetings
from the athletes amongst the police. They promised me
all the help in their power, should I ever need it in the

future.

The following morning, I was collected by
Superintendent Purcell, who was loud in hisi protests that
he had never done anything against me and that I should not

have any hard feelings towards him. He told me about being

in continual contact with Phil Shanahan and others in order

to help me, and that he could not understand the hard .looks
I had given him during the Summary of Evidence proceedings.
I re-assured him that I had no ill feelings towards him
and was well aware of all he had been doing on my behalf,
He then proceeded to give me an account of all that had
happened during my imprisonment, as far as he was aware of

it himself.

Purcell brought me into the Bridewell Station, where

he informed me I was to give bail from two parties, to the

extent of £1,000 each.. I knew this already, and Collins

had arranged, through Jim Rirwan, that two publicans

would glve the bails sought. However, they both funked 1it,
although they had posed for years as Sinh Féin sympathisers,
always anxious to help. They heard this would bring them

into too dangerous: prominence.

This put me in a very awkward position, as it was

' Saturday morning and a difficult day to get in contact with
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business peoﬁle, and there was:the danger of being sent back
to Arbour Hill and of the British changing their miﬁds and
refusing to release me at all, However, my brother came
forward as one baill, although Collins did not like this

bringing of the house of my brother under notice, as it

might be needed again should the struggle be resumed.

It was nearing one o"clock before the second bail was
forthcoming. He was: Peter Murray, publican, and his
services were secured by D.M.P. men stationed in the

Bridewell‘at very short notice.

Purcell took me before Lieutenant—colonel Edgeworth-
Johnstone, Chief Commissioner, D.M.P., who informsd me that
he was then suspending me from the police, that that should

have been done on my arrest but had been forgotten at the

- time through an oversight, and that the Prison Commandant

had refused to allow that formality to be completed while
I was in custody in Arbour Hill., The result was that I
would have to receive full pay up to that date for the time

I was in Arbour Hill.

He then informed me that, by superior orders, he had
to dismiss me on the spot, a fact which he personally
regretted. I told him that, whilst I understood his
position, I did not intend to let matters resi there.

His reply was that he had no authority in the matter one
way or the other, and that I would have to seek redress
elsewhere. Of course, I was only bluffing as I desired to

keep them guessing for the time being.

I now proceeded on foot with Superintendent Purcell
to the Detective Office, Great Brunswick St. (now Pearse
St.) to be paid off and collect my belongings. I head

thought that I had not suffered anything physically from
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the indoor confinement but, by the time I reached College

‘Green, I could hardly move my legs, as I had lost

practically all muscular power through want of sufficient

exercise.

It was the duty of the man who got the office job

on. my arrest to act as pay officer. He was a loyalist

.and had the utmost reluctance: in paying me for the time I

I was in prison. However, he had no option but to 1issue
payment. In normal pay arrangements, a deduction was
alwgys made: for "barrack accommodation“, i.e., for lodgings
in police barracks. As I had‘been-“accommodated“ in
Arbour Hill and not in a police barrgck, this deduction
could not now be made. When 1 saﬁ how badly he was taking
it; I asked him would he not charge me: for my lodging in
Arbour Hill. When he recovered from his rage, he
indulged in some vehement languege. So I warned him as

to what an unhealthy country this was, in which to voice

loyalist sentiments.

When I had been paid off, Superintendent Purcell
took me to my former dormitory cubicle, where I found that
all my private papers, maps énd books were missing. I
enquired from Purcell what had become of them. He
informed me that, following my arrest, he was ordered to
bring Inspector ....., & loyalist, to my cubicle and
gearch for any documentary evi&ence that might be among
my private beloﬁgingsu He told me that he had a talk
with the Inspector and had said that in case I was “innocent®
it would be unfair to try to patch up evidence fromﬂmy
papers and if I were "guilty*, and they produced supporting

evidence against me, both of them would certainly be shot

by the I.R.A., who perhaps had half of the police in

sympathy with them, and would certainly learn of the hostile
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action of the two officers. Purcell said that he and the
Inspector agreed, that regardless of whether I was

“innocent" or “guilty", they would burn all dangerous looking
ﬁaps or décumeﬁtszin_éhe cubicle. Acecordingly, they had
burned the lot. \

The maps: they kstroyed were ordnance maps and copies
of maps made by me of the scenes of road accidents for
prosecuting purposes as well as; of scenes of I.R.A. _
"outrages'® including one of the locatioh of the attack on
iord Erenéh at Ashtown. They had all been made by me on
the orders of the police authorities, but 21l of these had
been made priér to Supt. Purcell's appointment to the
headship of the G. Division apd he assumed that I had made
them for some "illiegal" purpose. The books destroyed were
principally British manuals about map reading, firearms
and artillery, some of the latter beilng French publications.
These subjects had been hobbies of mine for many years
and had practically no bearing on guerills warfare such
as=ﬁas being waged. by the I.R.g. at that period. The
fact that some of the artillery manuals were in French
made them all the more suspect in the eyes of the iwo

officers.

I thanked the Superintendent for his thoughtfulness
in destroying -everything he had considered incriminatlng.
He said that his own impression of the stuff desﬁroyed.was

that, if produced, it would “hang" me.

When I stepped outside the police bullding on that
lovely summer day, I eould not help a feeling of
exultation that the Irish nation had been recognised at last,
because the Truce was such recognition, the first

recognition since the arrival of Strongbow. The Truce
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might well be the beginning of the end, as indeed it was,

.of seven and a half centuries of English occupation.

I felt that I had had a hand in the first successful
struggle ever waged by Irishmen against England. We had
succeeded where great Irishmen had failedrgll down the
centuries, such as Sefn O'Neill, Hugh O'Neill, Owen Roe,

sarsfield and the great men of '98, 'Li8 and '67.

On the evening of my release I was taken to Liam
Devlin's publichouse, 69, Parnell St., or, as it was
styled at the time, "No. 1 joint", Liam Devlin had
placed his premises at the dispoéal of Michael Collins, at
the most critical period of the struggle, the second half
of 1920, when for one reason or another hﬁsxearlier~b§ses
became untenable.’ HererI‘met Mick and he signified the
reunion by demanding a "wrastling" bout with me. We
struggled for a while aﬁd then I ﬁas free to speak to Liam
Tobin, Geardid 0'Sullivan, Tom Cullen and to Sefin MacEoin
whom I was meeting for the first time. I was very
thrilled at meeting Sefn. He!was one of my herces, as hils
praises had been sung to me by Mick on many occasions
previously. Liam Tobin failed to pecognise%me for a
moment and when he did he sprang up and seized me, saying

that he had never expected to see me again. He believed

'T would never come out of prison alive. Eventually 1 was

able to have a long talk with Mick. We sat together at a
table and he was full of optimism. He looked forward to
our having our own army, our own police and, to him, not
least, fiscal autonomy. He was full of plans for

building up the: new State. We: had plenty of good

Trishmen, trained in administration in other countries

who were: anxious to help set up an Irish Government.

He expressed it ™¥e will bring back the trained minds to
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help us'.

He further informed me that he had been approaéhed
indirectly by some members: of the family of Sir James
0'Connor, Solicitor General, offering'to help me, but as he
dl1ld not trust them, he stated that “Broy is‘no_friend of

ours" and that he was not interested in my imprisonment.

He told me of his meeting with Cope, the Assistant
Under Secretary of Dublin Castle. He:ﬁadraske&.Cope's
R.I.C. driver what was hls Warrant nﬁmber (i.e., service.
number) and on being told it was able to tell the R.I.C;

man in what month he had joined the police.

Cope had agreéd that the main reason of Dublin
Castle's hatred of Mick was because he was for construction
rather than destruction. They did not desire to see a l
state bullder succeed in Ireland. Cope twitted Mick that
as: clever as he was the British agent, Jameson, héd been
able to get in contact with him without Mick knowing that
Jameson was an intelligence officer. Mick replied that
he knew all along What Jameson really was, but played with
him for his own purposes and then had Jameson "plugged®™.
Cope had replied: "Well, you are a callous ..:... -
and no mistake". éope had asked him: "How many of the
Auxiliaries-wefe:working for you? and Miék responded:

"Not as many as we would like®.

Mick went over all the important things that had
happened since my arrest. He: was: particularly concerned
as to how the British had become aware that he had an
office at 22, Mary St. I could not see anything remarkable
in that as they had previously stumbled on some of his other
offices. He shook his head and I could see that that raild

had a deep effect on him. I intended to'go into this with
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him later on when opportunity offered, but that opportunity

never came.

+

Mick was worried about too much rejoicing going oﬁ
all over the country following the Truce and too much
relaxation. He was keen on establishing national
discipline. = T pointed to the example of Germany in thils
regard and mentioned some of the things the Kalser had said
regarding national and patriotic discipline. We dlscussed
many subjects before we were eveﬁtually interrupted by
oﬁher.members of the parfy. I felt that, anyhow, there
will be plenty of occasions for continuing such talks in
the future, so Why worry now. Again, such an oppbrtunity

for a free discussion was never to recur.

Everybody was in a rejoicing mood. I told Mick
about having been "one up* on all the I.R.&. prisoners in
that the British Gémernmeﬁt had baid me for the period
whilst I was in prison. He: told me I was no exception
g5 the same had happened also in the case of several
civil servants arrested. He: asked to see the money

which he promptly seized and announced that I would have
to "wrastle® him for it. So we set to and T won, but I
@on}t believe he did his best. That was one: of his tricks
to let the other man win. I still do not know: whether I
would have been able to beat him in an out and out
wrestling match. In any case none of us would use full
force against him, even in play, as to us all he was a
sacred personage, the very embodiment- and peraonificatioh

of Irish resistance to England.

I was disagreeably surprised to see many fine and
highly strung young Irish Volunteers, who had been

teetotallers when I had last met them, drinking whiskey neat,
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It was: bound to have a bad effect on them especially after
the long struggle they hadi endured. I mentioned this to
Mick and he agreed but said it was only for the moment and.

would not continue.

Everywhere one went there: was the same drinking and
re joicing and I found I could not stand the noise and talking,
after having beeg so long in solitary confinement. I asked
Mick for a couple of weeks' holidays in the country in
order to get used to talking to people and as there: were no

activities at the time he allowed me to go.

It was a great relief to get away from.the noise
and most delightful to be amongst my old neighbours in the
quiét countryside again and I was not long in getting into

good athletic form again.

During my stay In the country theré was something
like an aeridheacht held in a fleld at Kilcloncorkery.
J do not know what exgctly it was called or how it came to
be organised, as there never was anything like 1t there

previousidy or since.

It was held in & field several miles from the nearest
town or village and there were no towns-people or villagers
present. -I¥ felt that it must have been something like the
ancient gatherings of Irish people in the days when all
towns: were: peopled by fofeigners. There was singing and
masic, but the main feéture of the function was the
opportunity for- country people to meet and greet each other.
There was joyousness In the hearts of all and everybody was
happy. Everybody expressed the hopeathét there: would be
repetitions of such a function, but, alas, as in so many
other things, we were destined never to see anything like

it again.
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I recovered physical fitness'so rapidly in the

country that I was able to take part in athletic contests

‘with local athletes and as I had acguired a good deal of

knowledge and experience of competition over a long period
of years, I was ln & position to train several youths and

set them on the road to success in competition.

Some members of the local Volunpeers'asked mé for
special instruction in the use: of the Lee Enfield rifle,
and for my views as to the pros and cons of revolvers
versus autométic;gistols. As these matters had been a
lifeioﬁg hobby with me: and for the previous ten years I
had never gone on holidays to the céuntry without a rifle
and a pilstol or two, I had acquired both theory and
practice, getting theltheory from the various British army
publications, and so was enabled to add to the knowledge

of arms already possessed by the Volunteers.

However, my stay in the country ended all too soon
and I returned to Publin. There: was still a good deal of
rejaﬁcing evident and it would obviously be a difficult
problem to get the I.R.A. back to its case-hardened stéte,

such as: it was before the Truce.

I wasxpreseﬁt at various D&il meetings in the
Mansion House. We spent a good deal of time at the
Mansion ﬁouse windows observing the great crowds outside,
A couple of British intelligence officers.from'the Castle
joined the crowds on a:few_occasions, but we put the

members of the Active Service Unit and I.R.A. intelligence

officers wise as to who they were.

The British officers were promptly approached by
these Volunteers, addressed by name, and ﬁold-in no

uncertain terms to clear off whilst the going was good.
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Whatever was reported to Collins, he immediately registered
an official protest with the British Truce authorities as

to this epen breach of the Truce conditions.

These items of truece bfeaches were extremely
useful to Collins as they served to balance against the
inevitable breaches committed by the I.R.A. and which were

the subjects of British protests. Truce breaches, as long

- &s they balanced each other had no serious consequences for

us'..

From time to time T ren into members of the G.Division
attached to the non-political sections., Practically all
said they would give a hand the next time, should the
struggle be renewed. The great majority of the D.M.P.

| appeared to be glad to learn that some of their members had

teken part on the national side in the struggle.

When Joe McGrath was released from Ball&kinlar‘Camp
in qrder to enable him to resume his duties as a member
of An D&il he was reledse&.through the G. Division in which
he passed the night before release. They told him that one
of their men, meaning me, was expected to be released in &
few days:. They ha& sald 1t In such & manner as to give the
impression that. the Detective: 0ffice had been & revolutionery

centre -all the time, peopled mainly by ardent patriots.

I met. Superintendent Purcell one day in the street.
He was loud in his praises of Kennedy and Phil Shanahan,
who had done so much in my case and said I should net forget
it to them if ever the chance came to me to do either of
them a good turn. In this: he was quite correct. He
told me ih&t the: British Government had begun to lose
confidence in the G.Division as & political weapon from

about September, 1920, although they did not know exactly
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what was wrong until my arrest in February, 1921, and after
that they had decided to rely sclely on British Secret

Service officers.

Purcell stated that when I was arrested the Castle
authorities began to wonder if I had been deliberately
placed in the police by some of the separatist organisations
in order to work for them, but when they found that I had
joined the Metropolitan Policefin 1911, they'ﬁere:forced to
abandon that theory. They were: informed that I was an |
expert in firearms,, map making, and knew French and German,
but that was found to date from a perilod previous to the
formation of the Irish Volunteers in 1915. There were

not aware that I knew Irish.

Tt took me & good deal of time to shake off the
effects of months of solitary confinement, suffering as I

did f}om a sort of physical fatigue combined with fits of

‘mental depression, but the glorious weather and meetings

with Volunteer comrades, all in joyous mood, gradually

restored me to first rate mental and physical efficiency.

Harry Boland was sent to America about ﬁhisstime
"to prepare the American people for the acceptance of
éomething'short of a RepublicH. Before going he was
entertained by a number of ushat Vaughan's Hotel.
Col;insrwas;there and in great form. Hé recited the
WLisht™ and took part in the usual joyousness and horse-play
6f suqﬁ a. gathering of -young Irishmen. Liam Tobin, Pat
McCartan, Frank Thornton, Rory .0'Connor and Tam Cullen

were some of those. who attended.

A11 this time the truce dragged on, punctuated by

exchanges of correspondence between the D&il Cabinet and

~
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Lloyd George. Eventually it was announced than an Irish
Delegation was to go to London to enter into negotiations:
wiith the British Government as from 1llth October, 1921,
"with a view to ascertaining how the association of
Ireland with the community of nations known as the British
Empire may best be reconciled with Irish national

aspirations.

It sounded like an attempt to make oil and water
mix. One could hardly imagine anything in thisi world more
imcompatible than "Irish naticnal aspirations" and the
"British Empire'. The mere expression.WBritish Empire'
éompressed into-itself the concentrated ﬂatred of Erishﬂ
nationaliétsu The Delegation was set the impossible

task of reconciling the irreconcilable.

& couple of days before the Delegation was due to
travel to London Collins casually told me to gebt ready to go
to London as his “private Private Secretary“. The main
Delegation party,mwith the exception of Coliins, travelled
to London on Saturday morning, October 8th. I. was
directed to travel by the same boat as himself on the night
of Sunday, the 9th. Emmet Dalton, Joe Dolan and Joe
Guilfoyne travelled on the same boat and all arrived at

Euston Station on Monday morning.

Arthur Griffith, Eamon Duggan, Robert Barton and
Gavan Duffy took up residence at 22, Hans Place, the
official address of the Delegation, but Collins resided at
15, Cadogan Gardens,, the other building leased-by the D&il
for the negotiations. Collins had his; bedroom on the top
floor and I had one immediately next to his. The two
buildings were less than a quarter of a mile apart.

On the Sunday night'somebody painted the word “MURDERERS"
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 in letters a foot wide on the footpath outéide 22, Hans

Place,

The negotiatibns commenced at 10, Downing St., the
official residence of the British Priﬁe Minister, on the
morning of Tuesday, llth October. About a dozen of us.
accompanied the Irish Delegation in Rolls Royce cars as far

as No. 10. Amongst us were Liam Tobin, our assistant

‘ Director of Intelligence, Captain Robinson and Tom Barry

of Cork, who was there on his own demand.

Some of the mass of pressmen present saw, or
thought they saw, the outline of revolvers in some of our
pockets:, and duly published the fact. A good deal of

fuss was: made about this incident.

At the Cenotaph immediately outside a wreath had

been specially placed that day "In memory of the 586 members

' of His Majesty's naval, military and police forces

murdered in Ireland™.

On that same: night Sefn MacBride and I discovered
a shobting gallery near Leicester'Squaré and indulged in
some revolver practice. ﬂacBride, who was. born in France,
son of Ma jor John MacBEride and Maud Gonne MacBride, wés a
fluent French speaker and was employed by Collins on

special mission to our Ambassador in France and on other

special work. He attended the D&il Delegation Conference

cn & number of ocecasions in an advisory capacity.

Whilst we were there a crack revolver-shot who,lwe learned
afterwards, was: an official in the War Office, came in
for his nightly practice, pistol shooting being his: hobby.
He gave a display of very accurate marksmanship, and then

‘'had a talk with the manager of the gallery in which he
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expressed indignation at what he called “Guns in Downing St."!
That was the heading of some of the London evening papers

on that date.

When Volunteer Headquarters officers in Dublin
learned that Collins was to be one of the Irish delegates
in London, they were much perturbed at the possibility of
Michael's being captured in London should the negotliations
break doﬁn and thus & mortal blow WOuld‘be deiivered to the
Iriéh Republican Army in itssendeavour to carry on the
renewed struggle. Much thought was devoted to this danger
and eventually Major General Emmet Dalton proposed that an
aeroplane should be procured in London énd képt ready for a
sudden flight to Ireland by Collins and a few others if the
need arose. Dalton's proposal was endorsed by General
Hea&quarters-ahd he was directed to make all the necessary

arrangements.

Dalton knew an ex=-Royal Air Force pilot named Jack
MacSweeney, wWho had-in the previous May given instructions
on the Hotchkiss machine gun to two Volunteers who were
to man the armoured car in the endeavour to fescue Sefn
MacEoin from Mountjoy Prison. MacSweeney was an expert

on machine guns and had strong nationalist sympathies.

Dalton enlisted the services of HacSweeney in the
aeroplane project and enguirdes through thééDﬁblin Brigade
eventually resulted in the introduction of Commandant Seén
Dowling of the lith Battalion, Dublin Brigade, I.R.A.,
to Charlie Russell, another-ex-British Air Force pilot.
Russell was quite willing to help and the two pilots
were sent to London to purchase a suitable plane. As
Russell had spent some time in Canada, it was then decided

that he should do the purchasing, whilst posing as a
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Canadian requiring the aeroplane for a Canadian project.

The result was: the purchase of a Martinside aeroplane,-
variousily stated to be capable. of carrying anything from five
to ten passengers and having a ranée of five hundred miles
and a speed of one hundred miles ﬁer hour. Both pilots:had
several practice flights in order to familiarise themselves
with the machine,-which was maintained in readiness in a

London serodrone.

The aeroplane was maintained on this aerodrome:
during the entire period of the negotiations and when the
airport people were inclined to become impatient at the

non-removal of the machine Russell, after each practice

'flight, kept complaining, now of “right wing low", now

of "left wing lowh, or unSatisfaciory rudder, ané in one
way.or anotﬁer‘képt éxplaining the delay in taking over.
Russell kept reporting this: to Collins and on many
occasions I had the job of putting into typewriting
Charlie Russéll"s almost mediical handwriting.

In case of need the idea was to fly Collins and some
others from London via the Bristol Channel, thence to
Rosslare and then along over therDublin, Wicklow. and Wexford
railwa& to Lecpardstown Racecourse:where.MaéSweeney and
expert'aircraﬂtsmen were to mark out a suitable space énd
assist at the landing. As the journey would take from
thrée:to four hours, it ‘was felt there would be ample time

to notify MacSweeney from London.

After the signing of the Treaty this machine was
brought to Baldonnel and formed the nupleu& of the future
Irish Army Air Corps, being christened the "Big Fella® in

henour. of Mick..

On more than one occasion, when the negotiatlons were

not going well, Collins laughingly asked me if I were
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prepared to fight my'way out of London. I replied that
as: I could be indicted on dozens of charges of both high
and low treason I would not have much option but to attempt
a getaway. That was the tantalising way in which Collins
enjoyed putting up a proposition and leaving one guessing,
but I always: felt that I would be one of the: plane's
passengers and that it might be necessary to shooﬁ our way
out of the aerodrome, should the personnel thefe:became
suspicious and endeavour to prevent the taking off of the

machine.

From the moment of Collins's arrival at 15, Cadogan
G&rdehs until the end of the.negofiations, he was occupied .
night, noon and mofning in one form of activity or another
and at high pressure all the time dealing with the mosit
varied problems and everyphing was desalt with with the
utmost precision and efficiency, whether a military
question arisdng in Ireland, or a complicated financial
or economic_subjecﬁ. The result was that he hérdly ever
got to bed before 1 a.m. and yet always arose about seven
in the morning and always looked as fresh as if he nhad

just taken a ¢old plunge.

He duly pulled us all out of bed in the morning
whether we complained of fatigue or not, and repeated the
process: when going to bed in the small hours, unless one
had taken the precaution of locking the bedroom door when
retiring. He discovered that the feet of some of our beds
were hiﬁged and the legs could be bent back leaving the
bed sloping towards: the foot. I remember looking into
Emmet Dalton's bedroom one night and seeing him in his bed
with the bedrmaking an angle of thirty degrees with the

floor. As Collins had not yet come in I asked Emmet
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what happened to his bed. He said Collins would come in
to bend the legs later on, and to save him the bother,

Emmet had bent them up himself.

I heard him leave his bed oﬁ a couple of mornings at

_about seven. I' got up shortly afterwards and was surprised

not to find him at breakfast. One of our orderlies told
me. that Collins went out alone each morning between seven.
and eight; 1 was alarmed at ﬁhis, as there was still very
strong anti—Irish'feeling in London, particularly againsﬁ
Collins. The red paint outside 22, Hans Place and the
wreath placed on the Cenotaph on the first day'of
negotiations, already mentioned, were but two of the

indications of hostility. I enquired why nobody, whether '

“an orderly or othefwise, had accompanied Michael. I was

told that nobody had dared to do that. Accordingly, the
next morning when he left Cadogan Gardens, I decided to
follow him at some distance in casé some enemy had
noticed his;habit of going out early and pﬂanne&.some:‘
nostile action. I kept a good distance behind and saw him
enter the Church of 5t. Mary (Cadogan Place). I entered
and stayed at the back of the chureh and'saw Michael at
Mass in a.moét devout manner. When Hass héd ended he
remained on his knees, then got up‘and\lit a candle, knelt
again, and then 1lit another candle. When he moved to
lzave the Church, he saw me and at Tirst frowned and then

laughed.

T complained of his going out without telling any

of us and reminded him of the dangers of nis going out alone

and that if anything happened to him none of us would know

where to look for him. I said that unless somebody else
accompanied him to early morninsz Mass, I would do so, and

to do anything else would be gross neglect on my part.
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If anything happened to him I could not be absolved of
negligence, even though his protection was not my job.

He agreed that I was right and that I could come with him
each morning to Mass, if I desired. So, from that on,

we went together. Sometimes we went to St. Mary's

and sometimes to Brompton Oratory. On the latter journey
we usually passed Harro@'s:Stores, and he often told nme of-
what he referred to as the "many fine Irishmen® who had

worked in Harrod's during his time in London.

During thé negotiations Collins attended thirty-eight
times at conferences with the British representatives '
during the forty-six weekdays of the period, as well as
conferring almost daily with Art O0'Brien, Irish Liaison'
Officer in London, Liam Tobin, Assistant Director of
Intelligence, Tom Cullen, etc. Ee, of course, attended
numerous conferences of the Irish Delegates themselves,

He met many of his old friends in Eondon,’such as Sam
Maguire, and travelled on several weekends to Dublin.
Consequently, it will be: seen that his time was pretty fully
occupied during the time of the London conferences., How

he managed it without showing sidigns of fatigue was a subject

of wonder to us all.

During the early days of the negotiations, Collins
receilved many abusive and threatening letters from
anonymous writers. These, of course, passed through my
hands. One morning, I opened an envelope addressed to
him containing a piece of cloth, and a letter enclosed
stated that the cloth contained disease germs which the
writer hoped would kill Collins and everyone near him.

I immediately threw the lot into the nearest fire and
suffered no ill effects from handling the missive. T did

not know if there were really germs in the enclosure and
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considered its: immediate destruction more prudent than
investigation. Collins was not present when this letter

arrived and when I told him about it he started pulling my

‘leg, saying that all letters received by a good secretary

should be carefully filed and indexed and asked me what
precedent I had for destroying official correspondence.
fle said he would bhave to ask the DAil to add an analyst to

the teéam of experts attached to the Delegation.

An Enhglish Protestant Clergyman from an address
somewhere in the North of Ehgland advised Gollins to resort
to prayer seeking the divine guidance before reaching. any
important decision. Collins: read this letter over and
over again. It appealed to his deep religious sense and
he exclaimed: "I have received many a worse piece of

advice",

Joe McGrath and Dan MacCarthy were in London with
the Delegation and it was they who had arranged for the
renting of the two houses and of the necessary furniture,
One sxormy.night in which we had a "battle" on the top
floor of 15, Cadogan Gardens, in Hhich Coliins took a
leading part, some furniture got broken. Joe MeGrath,
in his capacity as accountant to the delegation, came over
from 22, Hans Place next day to me to investigate the amount
of damage-dbné and arrange for repairs. When he . thought
he had completed his investigation, on discovering another
broken chair, he exclaimed "Well! the pack of dirty idiots,

look what all that will cost now for repsirs®,

-

In due course, Joe had the duty of cbtaining
authority to pay the bill and had to approach the Minister

for Finance, who was Collins himself, for that purpose.
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He complained to Collins about the damage, apparently
not knowing that Mick himself was the main culprit.
Collins said it was terrible and anyone indulging in
horséplay in future would have to be sent back to Dublin
forthwith..

' /M
Signed: ,

[ 4
(Eamon Broy)

Date: Jret Oel- LGSS

31lst Oct. 1955

Witness: b KZ4<1- Coan Xl (M. Ryan) Comd't.

(Investigator)
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CHARGE ERT..

~ The accused, Detective Sergeant EDWARD BROY,

Committing & crime within the meaning of

. Regnulation 67 of the Restoration of Order in

Ireland Regulations, that is to say, the unlawful

communication of information contrary to Section 2 (1)

~ (a) of the Official Becrets Act 1911,

. in'that he, .

At. Dublin, Ireland, on or about 25rd Febmary. 1.920.

| having £n his. control a document whieh he had

obtained owing to his position as official typist
of the Detective Division of the: D.M.P. at Great

" Brunswiek Street, Dublin, to wit, a document relating

to & man murdered in Cork."unlawﬁm;r communicated
the said document to persons not being persons to
whom he was authorised to communicate. the same.

Committing a crime within the meaning of

. Regulation 67 of. the Restoration of Order in

Ireland Regulations. that is to say, the wrongful
commn:lcation of information contnary to Section 2 (1)

-~ (a) of the Officisl Secrets Act 1911,

in that he,

At Dublin, Iz_"elazid., on or about 23rd Februasry, 1920,
having in his control information Which he had

obtained owing to his: posit.toh 83 official typist
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of the: Datective: niymion of the D.M.P. at Great
'Brunswick Street, Dublin, to wit, information
" relating to a man mnrdmd 1n Cork, eolﬂz;énnicatad the

Jj!-_'

fch

o C said ,,,1nt‘orﬁétion_ to persons not. being persons to whom

‘he was authorised to communicate ths same.

Ard Charge ~ Committing a crime within the meaning of
Reg. OT - - . : , .
R.0.I.R. . Ragulation 67 .of the Restoration of Order in Ireland

‘,Régulations » that is to say, the unlawful commnication
| of s;hi‘ormntioxi contrary to Section 2 (1) (a) of the
. 0fficial Secrets Act 1911, - "

in that he,

At Dublin, Ireland, on or about 2lth February, 1920,
- ' naving in his control a document wﬁieh he had -
, P | " obtained. owing'tb his position as official typist of
" the Detective Division of the D.M.P. at Great
. o Brunswick Btreet. Dublin. to wit, a document relating
to- the murder of Constable Downing, unlawfully
commanicated the said document to persons not being
persons. to whonm he was anthorised to communicate the

same., -
%th %gzrges . Comnitting a cr:t.me within the meaning of
ag.
R.0.I.R. Regulation 67 of the: Rest.orat:lon of Order in Ireland
(alternative)
Regulations. that :ls-. t.o say, t.he wrongful communication
of information contrary - to Section 2 (1) {a) of the
' orﬁcml Secrets Act 1911. '
. Co o 1o that he._
"5’ - . At Dublin, Irelanﬁ.‘ on or about 24th February, 1920,

- having in his control information which he had obtained
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owing to his pbé!._tion asofficial typist of the

Dei;ective: biﬂ?ion of tfxl;e;,n.ﬂ-'.!—’,. at Great Brunswick

Street, Dublin, to wit, information relating to the
I

| marder of Conétable Downing, communicated the said -

:I:n.t‘ormtion to persons not being persons to whom he'

was' authorlsed to communicate the same.

committing a crime. withih the - man:lng of
Regulat:lon 67 of the Restoration of Order in Irelanﬂ
Regulations, that is to say. the unlawful communication

' .of :lnformtion contrary to saction 2 (1) (a) of the
Offieial Beerets Act 1911.

1!1 that he*.

At Dublin, on or about 1lth March 1920, having in

_his control a document which 'he bad obtained owing

to his ﬁosiﬁoﬁ as orficial typist of the Deteétive

' Division of’ t.he D.H.P. at Great Brunswick Street.
'Dublin. to wit. a doeument relating to 25 men

attached to the: Engineering Bepartment;. whose d;zties
entail presence in the Teiephone Roomn, unlawfully

communi‘eated the aaid doetment %o persons not baing
persons to whom he was. author:lsed to communicate the

same.

COmm:lttIng & crime within the meaning of
Regulation 67 of the Restoratiaon of Order in Ireland -

_Regulatléns, thai: is to 'say. the wmngful conmunication

of mfomt:lon eont.rary to Seeuon 2 (l) {a) of the.

' Oﬁ'icial Secret'.s Act 1911,

"in ‘that he,
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At Dublin, Ireland, on or abont 1ltn March, 1920,
_'hoving in his oontrol 1nformt.ion which he hed

i #

o«

| obtained ow:l.ng to his pooition as official’ typist.

w - . of tne Detective Division Of the D.H.P. &t Great

| o Brunswick Street, Dublin, to wit, information relat.ing
"to 23. men attaohea %o tho Engineering Departmant.
'whose duties entail presence in the Telophone ‘Room,
eommunicated the said Mormtion to persons not.
being persons t.o whom he vas authorised to communieate

the same.

b Charge committ:lngacrime within the meaning of
R.O0:TI.R. - - Regulation 67 of the Rest.orat.ion of Order in Ireland
T Regulations,, that 1s to say, the' unlawm commnication
: - | - ef 1nformation contrary to Seotion 2 (1) (a) of the
N - official: Secrets Act 1911, '

‘At Dublin, Ireland, on or sbout 4th May, 1920, having
1n' his eontrol .a document which he had obtained owing
to: his position as official t.ypi.st oi‘ the Dateotive
'Division of. the D.M.P. a.t. dreat Brunswick Street,
Dubl:l.n. to wit. a document relating to the murdor
: or Nr. Alan Bou. R.H.. unlawmlly communicated the :
said document to persons not bemg persons to whom

- :he was authorised to oommunioate t.ho same.

_g_gg_q%%m " Committing & orime within the méan.i.ng of
28 . . . . :
- R.0.I.R. Regulation 67 of the Restoration of Order in Ireland
{alternative)
- . Regulations. ‘that :ls -to say, the wrongful oommunication
" o _".of Momtion contrary t.o section 2 (1) (a) of the
| . official Seerets” Act 1911. g
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owing to his position as offfcial typist of the . )

--'.'m-thatne._ e T SN ¢

Lo :;

© A% Dublin, Ireland, on or dbout h.th May, 1926. having

In

in his control ini‘ormation which he had obtained k
iy

A,

-Detective Division of the D.H.P. at Great Brunswick

Street, Duhlin. to wit, 1nformation relating to the

'murder of Hr. Alan Bell, R.M., communicatea the

' gaid information to persons not being persons to wWhom

he was;authbﬁiaeh to'commnnicatg,tns>same;-f'

comnittins a crime within the meaning of

'aegulation 67 of the Restoration of Order in Ireland

Begnlationa. that is to say,. the unlawful

.. cammnnication of information contrary to section 2
(1) (a) or the Official Secrets Act 1911.

in that he,- .

At nubizn. Treland, on or about the 18th Mareh, 1920,
'having in.his eontrol.a. document which heé had
'obtained owing %o his position as official. typist |

of the Detective Division of the D. H.P. at Graat
Brunswick Strest, Dublin, to wit, a document
relating to the: marder of,ur. Redmond, uglawfully

- ‘comminlcated the said document to persons not being

' persons to whém he was. authorised to communicate the

sama.'__ .

. éom@itﬁing a crime within the ﬁéaning of

. Regulation 57 cf:the'aeaﬁorafion of Order in Ireland

Regulations. that is %o aay. the wrongful communication

- of information qopxgagy to Seqtion 2 (1) (a) of the
- 0fficial Sechets Act 1911,

l
|
i
‘.
|
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- in that .he—-.--. .

At Dublin. Iralanﬂ. on or about the lBth biarch. 1920. .
having in hi.s eontrol. :l.nf'ormation which he had
obtained owing to his position as officinl typist

- of the Detective Division of the D. m P. 8t Great
Bnmswick Btreet, Dumm. to-wit, 1nformation relating

to the murder of Mr. Radmml. ,caommicated the sam

_infomtion to persons not bej.ng persons to whom he
'was aqthorised‘ to comunicate the same.

comm:ltt:l‘.ng a crime within the meanins of
Regulat:;on 67 of the Restoration of Order in
Irela.nd"aeguiations. that is to say.‘ tne dnlawm
eommunication of information contrary to SGct:I.on
2 (1) (a) of the Official Secrets Act 1911.

in that he,

t. Dublin, Ireland, on or about Lth ¥ay, 1920'. heving

"1n his control a document whieh he had. obta:lneﬂ
awing to his position as ofrieia.l typ‘.tst of the

Detective Division ot’ tha D.n.P. a.t Grea.t answiak

' Street. Dubil.:l.n. to w:l.t. a document relating to tha

gmrdqr of Mf. Alen Bell, R.M., unlawfully comxmmicatad

the said dooument to persbné not belng persons to

" whom he was 'anthorised to cémmunicate the sanme,

_ committ:l.ng & crime within the meaning of
Regulation 67 of the Restoration of Order in Ireland
Regulations. that is to say. the wrongful communication
of mfomation contrary to 8ection 2 (1) (a) of the
Off:lcial Secrets Act 1911,
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Reg. 67
R‘.O. IIQR.-

(alternative) -

1%3th Chapge

mthat he, “:": B

‘ .m; Dublin. Irelana: on or about h.th l!ay. 1920, o
baving in his eontrol Mormt.ion which he: had

obtainod ow!.ng to hi’.s position as offioial typist

. of the Detective Division of the: D M.P. &t Great.

'answiok Streot.. Dublin. to wit. wormtion " k

-..relating to th& murder of ‘Mr.’ Alan Be.’u., R M.,
‘-'rcommun.‘lca.t.ed tno ‘sald mformtion to persons not;

being’ peirscns. to v_qhom- he. n:as ‘suthoriséd to communicate

- )

Commit.ting a orime within the meaning of
Ragulation 61 of t'.he Rostoration of Order ‘in Ireland

'_7_Reagu.hzd:i.omsr that 13 to say, tho unlawful oommmioation

-of 1nformation eont.rary to Sootion 2 1) (a) of the

" 0fficial. Seo_rets Act :1_911.

in that nef. )

.At Dubliln. Ireland. on or about 19th Maroh. 1920. .
rhaving :I.n hi.s control a dooumant wh:.ch he had |

. obtained ow:lng to: his- position as offio:l.al typist

of the Detecthe Div;lsion of the- D.B.P, at. Great o
Brunsw:lck Btreot. Bubl:ln. to w:.t. a document. relating
to Major Anson ‘Meher, 125 Iainater Road. Rathmines.
Dublin, unlawfuu.y oomnunicated the” said dooument

to persons not being peroons to ‘Whom he was authorised ‘
B to oommunioata the same .

L. Comwnng a cr:lme within the meaning of
Regulation 6‘; of the Hestoration of Order in Irelanﬂ

Regulat:lons. mt 1s to 887, tho wrongful oommioabion



of information con&rary to Section 2 (l) (a) of the

'

*

Official Seerets Aet 1911, Tae

13%:;

| in tbat'he,
At Dublin, Ireland. on or about l9th }.!arch. 1920,
having in his control 1nformation Which he had .
obtained owing to his poaition as official typist -

oo of the Detegtive Division of the. D M.P. ‘at Great

| Brunswick Strest, Duhlin, to wit, 1nformation

relating.to Najor Anson Maher, 12% leinster Road,.
Rathmines, buﬁlih.‘communiaated the said information
to persénSenotzbeing perséns to whom he: was authorised.

IR to commnicate the same.

. 2&&&.%%2&&& |  Committing a crims within the meaning of

o RB%.I R. '. 'Regulation 67 of the Hestoration ‘of Opder 1n Ireland

* | Regulations, that is.to say, conspiracy to commit
offences:against Section 2 (1) (a) of the Officiai_
Secrets Act 3912,

in that hs;

' At Duhlin. on various dates between 20th May, 1919
and 17th February. 1921 unlawfully conspired with
ﬁivers persons unknnwn to commnnicate to them

,i .- 1nfqrmation obtained by hin, owing to his position
v as officisl typist of the Detective Division of the
, L_ D.4,P, at;Great Brunswick 8treet, Dublin, the said |
diveré’perséqs unknown not peing persons %o wﬁqm

e | -,’.'hs was authorised to communicate: the same.

2

. .0 - 70 BE TRIED BY FIELD GENERAL COURT-NARTIAL

- © . uajor-Gemeral -
' Comnding Dublin Distric.
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1st Witness
&
-
2nd Witngss
@
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TN

SUMMARY * OF _EVIDENCE -

w1tness *A% being duly sworn, atates: -

-1

I. am employed on the Staff of the Ch.tef of Police,

| . Dublj;n Castle, and was 8o employ_ed‘ on the 2nd January,

i92:r. I rememb'er a number of documents being

- ragelived mto t.he orrioe m which I am employed on
-that date. I was mfomed that tney came from

21 Dawson Street._ Amongst. the documnt.s there were
some on the: offioial paper of the Publin uatropoutan
Police. I Mentify t.he. ‘papers shown to me as being
amongst ﬁaose documents. ‘that 18, those mrkad No. 1
of 1919, and those razbered 2, 7s 9e 12, 34, 15 and

. of 1920., fl'hsse documents were subsequently
L eant to the. chiet‘ commisaioner of t.he D.M.P.

' .(,s;grxed.) Yo eae,
The accused declines to cross-examine this witness.

Witness *B® ba:lng duly sworn, states: =

On the night of the 5131: Dacember and the

morn:l.ng of the ist. a‘ma.ry. "1921, I was 1!1 charge '

of a ra.td:l.ng party which went to 21 Dawaon Straeet.

- We. searched the premises. with the exception of the

shop undernaath. " On the top floor there was &

.1ady m.ss HcGrane,, occupying two rooms. There -

were othar rooms on. the same: Floor. - .My party
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Zrd Witness:

‘sea.rchaa -2ll these rooms. and found several revolvers.

ammnition, and some documents with heading Dublin
Netropolitan Police. These. docume_nta were found by

a menfber of the party, who handed them-!;o nie. X

identify the.documents shown to me as the ones found.

- -'Qver?fhmg-. including these do{:ument's, was put into
- & tender and conveyed to the-.Castle, and handed over
~ to thie Raid Bureau. " S ‘

. (signed)  .UBY. 0

The accused ldeeline_a- ‘to croﬁs-exam;nev this witness. .

PR o

" Witness _“C‘;- being duly éworn. Btateé; - --

On the night of the 31st December to the lst
Januery, I was a member of a raiding party which

‘went to Dawson Street. The last witness was in

)

_chargs: of the p'arty. b1 searehed the rooms on the

- top- floor of omne of the. houses. whare I saw & lady,

Miss MeGmne. Ina J.arge wooden box 1n the= third

_ room on the left at the top of the stairs I found
o bunﬁles of Dublin MetropoXitan Police Reports. _
,-I 1dent1fy tne documents proﬂuced and shovm to me '

as be:l.ng ampongst. those I founﬂ , I hanﬂed t.hese

_:documents over to the last witness and they were placad

in & tender, and taken. to the Castle. 1 saw a.ll
theae document.s taken to thes Oxﬁerly Room and. _
suhsequently to the: Raid Bureau. /T carried some ‘
of them myself. |

(Signed) - 7C".

The. accused. @eclines to cross-examine this witness.,
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!ﬁh Witness

bth Witneass
- _

| Witmkss "D* being s&orn, étatés: -

On the night of - the 3lst. Deeember. 1920. and

- the morning of the lst January. 1921, I was a mamber

of a party which ralded 21 Dawaon Street. . In a.room

X found a nnmbar of Dublin Metropolitan Police Reports.

I put them in a tander and they were taken to ths
0astle, and put in our company Office. I 1dent1£7

.t

B . Bsome of the‘doeumenxs shown to ma as being the ones -
" which I found, |

(szgnsdj ~ nape,

' The accused declines to cross-examine -this witness.

%

-Witness “E" being sworn, states: -

While I was actiné‘as'Chief'Ihspector of G.

-Division, DJ&;P. Great qungwiék 3treet, the ae#used.
‘ Edwar& Broy, w&é'employeﬁ as ofricial“typiét.‘

He took up this duty about the end of 1918 or:
beginning of 1919, and‘ﬁag still so employed up to-
about the beginning of May 1920, He then took up
the. duty of temporary index elerk for about a month.

" During that‘time‘ne'woul&«probably do Somb typins.

_His duties asg offieial typist consisted 1n

typing reports hanﬂed to him by - the mambera of the.
vnigiaion.. He 414 the’ typing in & room on the first .
‘:floor in ths Detective Office, Great Brunswick Street.:;
| .The-othsr:mémhefs'of G. Division did not use this room
. @xecept When taking repofts o be typed.. Occasionally

a man named Hccarthy did some of the typing. That

-wou;d.be prigcipally in the evening tims, When.Broy

)
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. was nnt there. or was, abaent from the offlca. ‘g"i_y.

Tha list of canﬂidatea and employeea for @uvernmﬂnt
work. now snown to ma. is & duplieata copy of one
which.was typed in the offica at Great Brunswick &t.
There was no nscsssity to typing more than tWO copies
of this- 1ist. - The st 1& dated tne 26th MBy . 1919.
Thevbodk proﬂucad 19 tne Duty Roll af the G. Division.
D.B&.P. . T gee that-on the 26m May, 2919, the .
‘accused was entered as *Hessman and Detective foice“,

which means that he would do typing or other
alerical werlt, . B

i 4 see typed.report No. Te aated 23rﬁiFebruary,

°'a'l9263- lt was typed in the Deteetive 0ffice, Great

--Brunswick Btreat. I do not remamber to whom I gave

the report %o type. . In the orﬂinary coursa of events
I should have given it to Broy. er 1n his absence.
Mccarthy. I also see tha Griginal of bhis report

' anﬂ the office copy. The copy marked Hc..? was not

made on mw instructians or authority. There was no

.o b

. neeessity to maka that copy. S

}

“The dock produeeﬁ is. the Duty Roll ef G.

Division.'D.H.?, and I-see.thgy,on.thadzsrﬁggghgﬁééy,

' 1920, the accused"was on duty as‘“detective*office

and tybingﬁf' The entries 1n the Duty Roll an this
date are. in the handwriting of Sapgeant Fag&n
Tha reports dated 21/2!1920 anﬂ marked Ha. 2 appear

| to he copies of tne report I made for information

1n the office on Burke's statemant regarding Quinlisk.
No ona hadfany auﬁharity to make a eopy or that

: report at all.

Lot

(stamed) | “EM.
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a 6th Witriess
»
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Witness
PY
o

Ty

The: accused deelinéé- _t.o .eross;‘qa,;éramiqa this witness. -

- Witness "F* being sworn, states: = -

I an stationed at the Great Brunswick Street
Station and was ‘there on the 23rd. zgay. 1919. - . I see
the report marked No. 1) of the 23rd May, 1919. . It

' was a report mede by me with reference to & candldate

for the R.I.C. - The: signature at the end 1s not.nine,
and 1 never handed At over t.o ‘my aut.horities. I
believe that I never took t.he repor?. .off the typist's
table. or I would have signed it. I aftervards made
8- more preeise report. which Iw s.tgned and handed over
to nw_authorities. The report nowshown to me: is

the original . one. sent in by me. | The fep_oﬂ narked
Hé._ﬂi. was handed over by ‘me to someons to type. Tm
book produced 15 the Duty Roll Book of G. Division. ,

I see: t.hat on the: 23rd lﬁy.' 1;919.; the accused is
entered as “Detective Office and Mess®*. [e waum
also do typing., and at that time was officizl typist.
If ‘the accused were' _not available, .:; might have given
the report to McCarthy to t.ype. In the ordinary
course of events I would have given the typins to Broy,
but. I cannot remember actually doing so.

(81gned) e,
The- hécnsad aecllneé' to: cross-oxamine this witness.
Witness "G» beiﬁg"'s‘ﬁom.- states: -

on the 2lth Pebruary, 1920, I was a Sergeant |
in the G. Division 1_stat.16m§- at: Greet Brunswick Street.

¥
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The report, shown to me, da.t.ed 2L|.th Febmary. ‘
1920. 1s a report made by me and signed by me ‘and
relates to the marder of consta.ble Downing. I handeﬂ

‘report over to-the .of_f:l,egr on duty in-the Detective

Office, and be in the ordinary courss of hisﬂuty would
submit it to: the Chief Coimissionsr. This repert
has been so submitted. ' o

~ The féptbrt. shown to me, marked No. 9 and dated
2hth February, 1920, is: a copy of my original report

- submitted to the Commissioner. The report forwarded

to the Gommissioner was a carbon of the original.

- which I ret.ajned

| The repo_rt marked-mo. o w_z'ss not ‘made on my
instructions, and thers was- no necessity vo make such

a copy. My name 13 typed at the bottom of this copy,

and T 4id not tell. anyons to do that.

" The bt_aqk p’roduead is the D&ty Roll of the.

‘Detactive Office. " I ses that on the 23pd apd 2lth

February, 1920. Det.ect.ive Officer: Broy was the typist..

1 see & sm:l.larity betweqﬁxg the t_ypmg of the two:

raports shown to me, Such &3 the double m in immediately;
they are very close t.oée!_:.hér in bo_th c'op_ies-. In the

‘word *family® the a and m ere very close, alsodin the

word “summer”. the double m are very close. The tWwo

copiles were typeéed. at t.hesame time, and on the same

~ machins.

T cannot remember to whom I gave the report for' -

typing. In the ordinary course of events I should

"have glven it to tl_ie t,yp'ist.. and I see by ‘the Roll Book

that Broy was typist on the 25rd and 2lith February.
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I am not sure Whether the report, was typed on the 23rd

)or 2h.th February.__ _ _' Ce

There ‘was: & room set apart for typing. but, this

room was: open to everyom in the house, as long as the -

- ﬁ'typ:lst was working t.here. ' when he mrt he would
Joek. t.he door and hang the key in the office. '

The. accused deqlines to eross-examine ,_this witness. -

- Witness "H"‘ he'fng'. s’wbm. s.tates:_ -

. I am stationea at ‘the Dateetive Office, Great

'Brunswi.ck Street, Dubl.tn, and was stationed there
‘on the 1lth March, 3;920. ’

The report. now shown to ma. ‘dated llth Maroh.
1920. ‘4s an ori.ginal report made by me and nanded

over to somsone else,_ who in the course of his duty

. would send: 1t to the chjéef Gommissioner. I see
‘from the report that it was ‘80 fomérdgd.

Attached to this report is & duplicate copy,
which 1s: an office copy handed over bjr me at the same

-

. time. "I 444 not kesp & copy my_self.'

. ‘fhe ref:ort marked No. 12 is another copy of ny

. . report. I cannot remember whether 2 or 5 coples were

made of this re';:qrt.' A1l the éopi_es would be handed
over by me at the same time for auhxalés;on to the
Commissioner. o copy other than those for the
Commissionér should have been msde, and no one had any
right- to 46 so.  The book produced is the Duty Roll

‘of 0. Division Detective Office. I see from the

Roll that D.O. Broy was t.yping that da.y. I cannot
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‘remembor to whom I gave the report. In the ordinary

eourse of events I ahou;d have given the repors to -

'Broy or uécarthy for typing. = NeCarthy used to type,
and 1f Broy wag not availabla at the, tima. I would get
ﬂ‘nocarthy to type.

(54gned) eEe.

* The accused daclms-ﬁo‘c-fosé-amtne this witness,

Witnass'“l"-being swWorn, stateé;'f

I am stationad at. Great Brunswiek Btreet Police
Station. I identify the.accgsed‘ag Edwgrd Broy.

He was working asntYpIst. and. I bélievégixndgx Clerk -

in Nay 1926.-' The-report produced 19 ons of mine made
on 4th lay relative to the mirder of Ur. Alan Bell.

This report would hawe been forsarded’ to the CQmmissioner.

and a copy of it would be sent at the same time.

' There s attached to the report the copy kept by me,
and also the draft report made out in my h§nﬂﬁr1t1ng.‘

The éopy report marked 19. now shown to mé. is a copy

" of my, raport of the 4th May. wnhich was no doubt taken
By off at the same: time as the report signed by me was
o typed. . This report is not signsd,\ I qlways sign
_the two reports sent to ﬂhg:Commissionaf. '

0 X notice that the letter “p“ in Superinsenﬂent

. at the botton of the report - 48 very faint in both

copies. also the word “who" in the sixth 11ns. whers a.
mistake was made in the typing at first. ‘T cannot

©  remember to whom I gavefthis-report toftype. At that

time the. accused, Broy, was the typist, who would do

. all.that kind of Work.
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_ ‘fhe book produced is the Duty Roll of G. Divisilocn.

,I see that on t.he hth May, Broy,. wno was then a
Datective Officer. was employed in Detective Office

typlng etc_. 'm:ls- entry is in my handwriting

-.'mrriva.iz ani Armitave: are also: down for typing on that

day. ﬁay would dbe two 1earn§rs at the time - I am

‘quite sure they would not have typed my report 8s I

would not give them anythipg of-thaf. kind 'at the time.
o, _ The instructions to the ‘typist would be to make

thres coples, lnclﬁdmg original. If a fourth copy

was made 11'. would be made-’foi* some improper purpose.

~ The report dated 18th Harch 1920 end signed by
me (relative to murder of. ¥r. Redmond) is one forwarded
by me to the comnmsionsr. Attached to it is one .
copy which remained in my possesslon, .togethe_r with the
draft report on rprxnk paper aiso attached. .

The copy narked NO. 1l 13 a copy of the ‘same

report taken off at the same tima that the original

was typed. My name has bean typed on at tho end.

p & did not put my nama on 11;. and no parson had an.v
a.uthorj.t.y to do 80. Um'.il I saw th:ls oopy of the
report in the: comiss:l.oner's Office I had never seen it
before. I ahculd say that the copy was not made in the
eourse of dpﬁy or ay pame would not hmié ‘been ﬁyped on
it. Only the an:lginnl and two copies should have
been mede, and: it Would 'bé liproper to maks any other

- copy.

I sea t.hat :ha t.he Dut.y Roll on the lBth March,

1920. D 0. Broy was employed 1n detect.ive office and
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8 10th Witness: .

%

G oo

| typing.. " Be was also amp].oyed on the 17th and 19t.h

m:-cn.lgzo. S S

I ‘do not remember handing th:ls report to anyone

' t'.o type. but Broy was the offic:lal typist and there 13
& scarcely any doubt that he- wonld do it. These
3 reporta wers typed 1n a room upatairs at the office in

Great Brunswick Street. ~ The typ:lst Would be t.here
and others would have aecess to the Toom. Any man

' having amrth:lng to be typed mmld go there. ana any'
_ of the st.aff could also go there.

,(Signed)'_ Cage,

- Me.'acéuseq declinss to cross-examine this witness.

ﬁit".nsss " being sworn, states: - |
T enm stationed at Oreat Brunswick Btreet, and

was there on the hth May, 1920. 'rne report dated
h.th May', now shown to me, is ny report on the nmrder

.of Mr. Alan Bell and 1is, signed by me. The report was’
" sent to the comm:l.as_ioner.,ais'o the duplicate copy
‘attached. There was also -";l.e'op'y made, which was

retained by me. Xt was not éignia_d'. Subsequently 1

sent that copy to the cominissiomr. Ro ot.her copies

were made on my mstructions. and’ na one had authority
t0: make any pther- qopz.

The copy report marked Ho. 19 15 an exact
duplicate of nw origiml report. now produced. This
cgpy mrkea ﬂo. 1Q :ls. not the copy which I retained.
an{i this copy should never have: been made. - I have

' qompared the two and thore are: certain points which go

to: show that 1t must .have been done &t the: same time
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‘as my original report. The word "Kingstown" in the

second 1ine 4s divided.  The word “Frederick® in the

. third line, the F is sligntly raised out of line.
;'In the: 1ast lina but tWO thera is a considarable space *
" after the word. 94g", The ook producad s the Duty
tnoll of G. Division. I see that on the Lth May, 1920,

D.0. Broy was tnen typing 1n the Detective office,
Brunswickrstreet. There was also a man named mccarthq
Who a14 typing. I see from the Duty Roll that he was
*sick“ on the 4th ay, 1920. ‘The entries in tha’Duty 
Roll on.this-day are in the handwriting of Inspector
Eannion.- I believe I gave this report of the uth an

‘to Broy to type.- I identify the accused as Broy.

(Signed) “J9.

The accused declines to oross-examine this witness.

'Wiﬁnéss "R being sworn, states: =

1 am stationed at Gréat Brunswick Street Station,
and was there on the 19th Eareh; 1920. The report
dated i9th mgrch. 1920, now shown to me is a report
signed by mes It‘was auhm&tteﬂ tb the Chief Commissiorer
by'Mr. Murphy, who was Chief Iﬁapector. I do not
remembar exactly to whom I handed 1t. Ihiafﬁeport was

typed by the- accused Broy. T remember being asked

by Mr. Purcell, Superinxendent. in the presence. and
ﬁearing of the accugsed, if I could_rémember who_typed
this report. I said that ﬂroy did. Broy said then
that he did and recallea the 1ncident by which we both
remsmhored 1t.

I cannot remember how many copies of the  report

were made.-
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The reports handed to e now marked No. 15
appear to be. subst.antial],y eopies of nw report of the

f 19tn aaren. 1920,  They are not duplicates and could

not. hava been typed at. the sama time as nw origiml

‘,;geport. I lnept the mamuscript of the report for some

time, .but no copy. HNo one would have access to the
marmscript report subsequent to 1ts being typed. In

{the ordinary way my reports would go to'the Chief

Inspector.s thexi to the Supex‘:hitendant. antd then to the.
Chief Commlssioner. . 'm:[s report of the 19th March,
1920 does not Aappear t.o have been seen by the

) Superintenﬁem;. "It would also be read by the typist.
It is. poss.tble that others ma;r have seen :lt before it

left Great Brunswick Street.  The bouk now shown to

15 the Duty Roll of a. Division. ¥ see f‘rom the
ent.ries that on the 19th Earch, 2920, B.0. Broy was’
for duty n the Detective office and typmg '

-1 pever gave- anyom mstmctipna to make the

‘Jeports marked No. 15, and it was no_ one's duty but
" mine to deal with the subject to which this réport

refers. - I never saw these rapori;s- unt:ll they were

shown to me. in.the Commissioner's 0ffice.
(S1igned) = "K*.

The accused declines to cross-oxamine this witness.

~ Witness "L* being sworn, states: - .

I have beén Superintendent of G. Division of
the D.M.P. since Ist July, 1920, - I know the accused,

' Sergt. Broy. When I took up duty he was erigaged as
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index clerk in the beteeti_.'v'e department. . At the end -

‘of October ho was proioted to Sergeant and then cams
~into ‘my office. '__:=He remained -on that duty ,'until: the -

17th February. ' On that date I arrested the accused

at the Castle; I tola him I was arrast.ing him on a
eharge of giving away official documents. I cautioned
him, and :ln reply he sa:ld “I never gave away any documm*
I took it dcmn in writi.ng and he signed 1t.. )

LT o an % (Signed) - LM,

- _zst July, 1920.
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The accused is warned that -
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Sergeant will be called to give evidence

' against nim at kiis trial, end that & copy |

of ﬁne evidence he will give Will_palserved_%
“Pdﬁuhimiin.aqcordanca with R.P, 75. ' : {

-'that ths Prosecutowvuill give evidenca at hig\
| trial to prove the juriadiction of the COurt.\-

thaf» ir W other w;t;qasses are @;L_e_,q at -
his triﬁl to give evidenbe ageinst him, b

- copies of thair evidence will be served in ' \
. accordanca with R.P, 76 | '

-

rhis witness will not ba called to gtve

evidence on behalf of the prosecution.
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" The accused being duly cautioned says "I never

gave away any documents®. o
T cértiffy that the evidence contained in this

guiimary of Evidence was taken'down by me in the - -
présence and hearing of the acéused at Arbour Hill
Detention Barracks, Dablin, on the 28th April, 1921,
in acéor&anée w:lth-the provigions of ’t.he'k'rmy Act and
that the Rules of Procedure framed thersunder

—meluding Rule of Procedure I (c) (a) and (e) have

been complied with throughom:.

(Signed) V Cap.t.

- 28.4.21.

tmmv RISTGRY 191 “W
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