MILITARY ARCHIVES CALENDAR 2024

Aircraft Crashes and Forced Landings, 1939 — 1945 in Neutral Ireland

he production of a Military Archives calendar in cooperation with the

designers and printing staff at the Defence Forces Printing Press (DFPP)
is a long established tradition. This yearly endeavour is designed to showcase
the archives, promote the service and highlight special projects undertaken by
the Military Archives. The calendars are themed and filled with images and
commentary, and inspiration is never hard to find: previous calendars included
The Brother Allen collection (2017), 1916 Case studies - an exhibition (2016),
Sports and the Defence Forces (2015), The Military Service Pensions collection
(2014) and The Irish Volunteers to the Civil War (2005).

This year, in recognition of the launch of Military Intelligence and Air Corps
Headquarters files on the subject of forced landings and crashes of foreign
aircraft in neutral Ireland during the Emergency period, specifically 1939 -
1945, the calendar features key documents from that collection in tandem with
select images from the Private collections of prominent authors and historians
of the period including Lt. Col. (Retd) Michael O’ Malley, and the late Donal
McCarron, Tony (Anthony Paul) Kearns and Paddy Cummins who have
sadly passed away in recent years. The size and scope of the aforementioned
collections cannot be fully realized in this format nor fully credit the dedication
and skill of the historians mentioned.

Close examination of the Military Intelligence and Air Corps Headquarters
files, and images from the Private collections often conveys the surprise and
pressure experienced by Military authorities and members of the public that
came into contact with crash landed aircraft, and airmen during the Emergency
period. However it would be remiss to overlook the tragedy that befell so many
airmen on both sides of the war with some 223 airmen killed during the period,
a large number buried in Ireland, or prepared for burial before repatriation to
other jurisdictions. This number does not include the many bodies of airmen,
seamen and other victims that “vanished into the blue” and washed ashore
during the period. Military intelligence files show there was active cooperation
between Military authorities, An Garda Siochana, the Department of External

Affairs, the Department of Justice, the Irish Red Cross Society and various
legations to confirm identities, record burials, notify next of kin and return
personal belongings from the point of recovery up to the mid-1950s.

This year’s calendar also features extracts from a commissioned work by author
Pat McCarthy on the subject to provide context and scaffolding to the images
and documents selected. Pat McCarthy’s work ‘Air War over Ireland: Foreign
aircraft crashes and landings in neutral Ireland 1939 - 1945’ will feature
in the guide to the forced landings and crashes of foreign aircraft collection
coming in early 2024.

Acknowledgements
Special thanks to Mr. Gerry McCann and Lt. Col (Retd) Richard Cummins
for their contributions to this year’s calendar and ongoing commitment to
volunteering in Military Archives.

A production such as this calendar would not be possible without the
contribution of Donal MacCarron, Tony (Anthony Paul, A.P.) Kearns, Paddy
Cummins and Lt. Col (Retd) Michael O’Malley, not only in terms of their
published works but also their commitment to research and collecting, often in
close collaboration with each other, and within wider researching community
networks including the Warplane Research Group of Ireland. Collectively,
MacCarron, Kearns, Cummins and O’Malley have left a treasure trove of
material covering not only this period, but the history of aviation in Ireland.
They have entrusted the Military Archives to preserve their collections and
open their papers and this calendar gives some indication, however narrow, of
the range and quality of the material they assembled.
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