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T
he production of a M

ilitary A
rchives calendar in cooperation w

ith the 
designers and printing staff  at the D

efence Forces Printing Press (D
FPP) 

is a long established tradition. T
his yearly endeavour is designed to show

case 
the archives, prom

ote the service and highlight special projects undertaken by 
the M

ilitary A
rchives. T

he calendars are them
ed and fi lled w

ith im
ages and 

com
m

entary, and inspiration is never hard to fi nd: previous calendars included 
T

he B
rother A

llen collection (2017), 1916 C
ase studies – an exhibition (2016), 

Sports and the D
efence Forces (2015), T

he M
ilitary Service Pensions collection 

(2014) and T
he Irish V

olunteers to the C
ivil W

ar (2005). 

T
his year, in recognition of the launch of M

ilitary Intelligence and A
ir C

orps 
H

eadquarters fi les on the subject of forced landings and crashes of foreign 
aircraft in neutral Ireland during the E

m
ergency period, specifi cally 1939 – 

1945, the calendar features key docum
ents from

 that collection in tandem
 w

ith 
select im

ages from
 the Private collections of prom

inent authors and historians 
of the period including Lt. C

ol. (R
etd) M

ichael O
’ M

alley, and the late D
onal 

M
cC

arron, Tony (A
nthony Paul) K

earns and Paddy C
um

m
ins w

ho have 
sadly passed aw

ay in recent years. T
he size and scope of the aforem

entioned 
collections cannot be fully realized in this form

at nor fully credit the dedication 
and skill of the historians m

entioned.  

C
lose exam

ination of the M
ilitary Intelligence and A

ir C
orps H

eadquarters 
fi les, and im

ages from
 the Private collections often conveys the surprise and 

pressure experienced by M
ilitary authorities and m

em
bers of the public that 

cam
e into contact w

ith crash landed aircraft, and airm
en during the E

m
ergency 

period. H
ow

ever it w
ould be rem

iss to overlook the tragedy that befell so m
any 

airm
en on both sides of the w

ar w
ith som

e 223 airm
en killed during the period, 

a large num
ber buried in Ireland, or prepared for burial before repatriation to 

other jurisdictions. T
his num

ber does not include the m
any bodies of airm

en, 
seam

en and other victim
s that “vanished into the blue”  and w

ashed ashore 
during the period. M

ilitary intelligence fi les show
 there w

as active cooperation 
betw

een M
ilitary authorities, A

n G
arda Síochána, the D

epartm
ent of E

xternal 

A
ff airs, the D

epartm
ent of Justice, the Irish R

ed C
ross Society and various 

legations to confi rm
 identities, record burials, notify next of kin and return 

personal belongings from
 the point of recovery  up to the m

id-1950s.

T
his year’s calendar also features extracts from

 a com
m

issioned w
ork by author 

Pat M
cC

arthy on the subject to provide context and scaff olding to the im
ages 

and docum
ents selected. Pat M

cC
arthy’s w

ork ‘A
ir W

ar over Ireland: Foreign 
aircraft crashes and landings in neutral Ireland 1939 – 1945’ w

ill feature 
in the guide to the forced landings and crashes of foreign aircraft collection 
com

ing in early 2024.
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m
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A
 production such as this calendar w

ould not be possible w
ithout the 

contribution of D
onal M

acC
arron, Tony (A

nthony Paul, A
.P.) K

earns, Paddy 
C

um
m

ins and Lt. C
ol (R

etd) M
ichael O

’M
alley, not only in term

s of their 
published w

orks but also their com
m

itm
ent to research and collecting, often in 

close collaboration w
ith each other, and w

ithin w
ider researching com

m
unity 

netw
orks including the W

arplane R
esearch G

roup of Ireland. C
ollectively, 

M
acC

arron, K
earns, C

um
m

ins and O
’M

alley have left a treasure trove of 
m

aterial covering not only this period, but the history of aviation in Ireland. 
T

hey have entrusted the M
ilitary A

rchives to preserve their collections and 
open their papers and this calendar gives som

e indication, how
ever narrow

, of 
the range and quality of the m

aterial they assem
bled.

Front C
over - B

ritish S
pitfi re V.B

.  aircraft w
hich crash landed at Fair G

reen, 
R

atoath, C
o. D

ublin on 23 A
ugust 1942.  
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