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An l()gl:ich portraits by Frank Leah: Vol. 1, no. 1,24 FEB 1923, C-in-C Richard Mulcahy; Vol. 1, no.2, 10 MAR 1923,
Chiefof Staff Sein MacMahon; Vol. 1, no. 4,21 APR 1923, Cartoon depicting “The Strenuous Life’ in GHQ. p. 13; Vol.
1,n0. 3, 24 Mar 1923, Adjt Gen Geardid O Suilleabhdin; Vol. 1,n0.4, 7 APR 1923 QMG Sedn O’ Muirthuile.
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An l()glzich portraits by Frank Leah: Vol. 1, no. 6, 5 MAY 1923, GOC Dublin Command Maj Gen Daniel Hogan; Vol. 1, no. 7, 19 MAY 1923, GOC Cork Command Maj Gen Reynolds;
Yol. 1, no. 8, 2 JUN 1923, GOC Limerick Maj Gen Brennan; Vol. 1, no. 9,26 JUN 1923, GOC Kerry Command Maj Gen Patrick O’Daly; Vol. 1, no. 10, 30 JUN 1923, GOC Athlone
Command Maj Gen McKeon; Vol. 1, no. 11, 14 JUL 1923, GOC Waterford Command Maj Gen Prout; Vol. 1,no. 12,28 JUL 1923, GOC Claremorris Command Maj Gen Michael Hogan;
Yol. 1, no. 13, 11 AUG 1923, GOC Donegal Command Maj Gen Joseph A. Sweeney; Vol. 1, no. 14, 01 SEP 1923, GOC Curragh Command Maj Gen Peadar MacMahon.
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An tOglich Vol. 5, no. 16, 1926. Cartoon by GA (Fr Tom Grogan), depicting an armoured car carrying three National Army officers and men, asking a young boy: ‘Did you see an aeroplane coming down here my
lad?’ The boy, who can be seen dropping a pebble and hiding a sling-shot behind his back, replies: °Er, n-no sir, I was only shooting at sparrers!”
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An tOglich Vol. 3,no. 11,1925, p. 1. Cartoon by B.S.C. Thomson depicting the arrival of a new clock to an unnamed barracks.
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An tOglich Vol. 2, no. 11, 1924. Cartoon by B.S.C. Thomson with the caption ‘How to introduce the scaside to the barracks thereby saving
travelling expenses’.
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An t()glzich Vol. 3, no. 22, 1925. Cartoon by B.S.C. Thomson with the caption “Who was the lady you were out with last evening

Tim? Reply: She wasn’t alady, that was my sister’
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An tOglich Vol. 2, no. 13, 1924. Cartoon by B.S.C. Thomson referring to recent orders in relation to Whitewash.

7

Public Holiday

1 4 1 5 SEPTEMBER

DF Holiday
WED | THU | FRI | ¢

1

21 22

6 7

13 14 15

28 29

27 28 29




Trus s
CALLED

) HaunT SEEN A PUB SINCE
CuPIDS RILL ! We STARTED — | wonDER
_ F/‘\ WHAT Thae PEopPLE

4 @ﬂomm FAERE LWE ON '

| SupPose
YouD LIKE A
LITTLE
CRICKEN
T

|

1l
- .I.u'-.ﬂ. 11

!

||'1 1

I
R R LA R

—{ALL STATIONS AR
—4 Now CLOSI\NGT

Y TDovdr

L e~ ToODMNIGHT
EveryYaoby !

L

An tOgléich, 9 Oct 1926, Vol. 5, no.14. Cartoon by B.S.C. Thomson titled “More artistic impressions of the Manoeuvres’, referring to

army manocuvres undertaken in the Wicklow mountains in September 1926.
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Cartoon by B.S.C. Thomson with the caption below ‘If we only knew where’.
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CARTUIN AGUS PORTRAIDI AN (OGLACH

Foilsiodh An tOglach den chéad uair an 31 Liinasa 1918, agus ¢ curtha i lathair mar a bheadh sineadh le nuachtlitir
Oglaigh na hEireann ann, nuachtlitir a foilsiodh 6 mhi Feabhra 1914 go dti mi Aibredin 1916. Théinig forbairt ar An
tOglach go ndearnadh iris Oglaigh na hEireann de, agus d’fhan sé i gcl6, i foirm amhain n6 i bhfoirm eile, go dti an
bhliain 1932. De réir mar a bhi an iris ag éiri nios teanntdsai agus nios faide ag tis agus lar na 1920idi, thdinig taobh nios
¢adroime chun cinn 6 thaobh dbhar na hirise, agus is minic i bhfoirm cartin a bhi sé seo le feicedil.

Bhi cartiiin le feicedil den chéad uair in An tOglach an 1 Nollaig 1923, nuair a bhi Iéardidi leis an Leifteanant P. Collins
ar an gcladach agus istigh san iris, a thaispedin comdrtas dorndlaiochta a rechtdladh i gCeannasaiocht Chorcai an mhi
roimhe sin. Bhi céad léirii an Chaptaein B.S.C. Thompson le feicedil ar chludach an chéad eagrdin eile. Ba oifigeach
foirne i Scoil Teagaisc an Airm ¢ Thompson, a ghlac r6l charttnai rialta An tOglach air féin go ceann na chéad tri bliana
eile. T4 a chuid sceitsi le feicedil anseo is ansiud sios trid gach eagran, le taobh sraith sheanbhunaithe faoi eachtrai ‘Private
Murphy’ agus léardidi greannmhara ar chursai reatha. Ba ¢ 1923 an bhliain a coimisitinaiodh an t-ealaiont6ir aitheanta
Frank Leah (1886-1972) chun portraidi pinn a dhéanamh d’oifigigh agus d’fhir sna cdir agus sna ceannasaiochtai. Bhi a
chuid portréidi le feicedil ar chuig chlidach déag an bhliain sin, agus bhi i bhfad nios mé sceitsi foilsithe laistigh den iris i
féin. T mi Eandir na bliana 1926, thosaigh siad ag foilsii An tOglach in aghaidh na seachtaine, sceideal foilsithe a bhi nios
déine, agus ba ghearr gur roinneadh an fhreagracht as na léardidi cludaigh a dhéanamh idir Thomson agus an tAthair Tom
Grogan - a d’asdid an t-ainm cleite “GA’. Ceolt6ir cumasach, ealaiontoir portraidi agus cartiinai torthuil ab ea an tAthair

Grogan, a oirniodh sa bhliain 1922.
(Kinsella, E. (2022) The Irish Defence Forces, 1922-2022. 1gh. 82-85)

NOTAIBUIOCHAIS

Buiochas leis an Uasal Anthony Kinsella, a d’oibrigh i gcomhar leis an gCaptaen Sarah Colclough, Leascheannasai na
Cartlainne Mileata, chun eagran na bliana seo den fhéilire a chur i dtoll a chéile. Buiochas le hEoin Kinsella as a chuid
taighde ar An tOglach agus ar mhaisitheoiri na hirise. Buiochas freisin le Saighditir Singil Shaun Kearns, Clophreasa

Oglaigh na hEireann, as an bhfonamh luachmhar a rinne s¢ do dhearadh grafach na féilire.

THE CARTOONS AND PORTRAITS OF AN tOGLACH

First published on 31 August 1918, An tOglich (‘The Soldier’) was styled as a continuation of the Irish Volunteer
newsletter, published from February 1914 to April 1916. An tOglich evolved to become the journal of the Defence
Forces and remained in print, in various formats, until 1932. As the journal grew in confidence and length in the early
and mid-1920s, a lighter side to its content began to emerge, often expressed in cartoons.

An tOglach debuted cartoons on 1 December 1923, with a cover and internal illustrations by Lt P. Collins depicting a
boxing tournament held in Cork Command the previous month. The cover of the nextissue carried the debut of Captain
B.S.C. Thomson. A staff officer at the Army School of Instruction, Thomson became An tOglach’s regular cartoonist for
the next three years. His sketches are dotted throughout each issue, alongside a long-running series about the adventures
of “Private Murphy” and humorous illustrations of current events. 1923 was also the year that well-known artist Frank
Leah (1886-1972) was commissioned to provide pen portraits of officers and men in the various corps and commands.
His portraits graced fifteen covers that year, with many more sketches printed within the journal. In January 1926 An
tOglich moved to a more demanding weekly publication schedule, and responsibility for cover illustrations was soon
shared between Thomson and Fr Tom Grogan - appearing under the nom de plume “GA’. Ordained in 1922, Grogan was

a talented musician, portrait artist and prolific cartoonist.
(Kinsella, E. (2022) The Irish Defence Forces, 1922-2022. p. 82-85)
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