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20, Callary Road, Mount lMerrion, Dublin.

NA FIANNA EIREANN

Summary of History & Development, 1909-1921.

Inavguration.

The Fianna can claim to have been by far the

Senior Corps of the old Republican Army. It was actually

founded in 1909, as against 1912 in the case of the Irish

Citizen Army, and 1913 in the cases of the Irish Volunteers
and Cumann na mBan. At the time of its foundation

the general "Irish Revival®" movement had reached what
might be termed its intermediate period. Such bodies

as the Gaelie league, G.A.A,, the Irish Theatre movement,
the Literary revival, the Co-operative movement, etc., were
just bPeginning to really make their influence felt over
and above the Weltef of constitutional politics. The

general spirit of apathy and even seoinin-ism which had

- prevailed throughout Ireland almost since the Land League,

was at least showing signs of giving way to a more

hopeful and self reliant spirit.

This revival of national consciousness, however,

was a slow process. It appeared that at least another

generation would grow up before the old spirit of national

consciousness and self respect would be finally restored.

When and if this finally did come about, the Nation

was bound to be handicapped by the lack of any military

force to implement and exploit the successful work of the




cultural and economic movements. It was true that the
cadres of the old Irish Republican Brotherhood still
existed behind the scenes, but this body was concentrating
on gaining a measure of control over all the other
co-related organisations, and had lost most of its old
strictly gilitary outlook, In effect it was endeavouring
to develop into a ™power behind the throne™, to establish
itself as the main driving and co-ordinatihg agency, rather

then to maintain itself as a military force.

Realisjing this, a small group of people got
together in 1909 and decided to take steps to rectify this
defect in the national revival movement. Believing, in
common with all their contemporaries, that all this
“reviving® was likely to prove a very slow business
they felt they had plenty of time at their disposal, and
their plan was to establish a Boy Corps and train it
carefully on national military lines, so that by the time
its membefs reached military age ireland would have at
least the nucleus &f a trained fighting force.  This
plan had the additiénal advantage that a youth movement -
@ mere rival as it were to the Baden~P0ngl Boy Scouts -
was likely to attract less attention, and therefore less
active opposition, from both the British Authorities and
the Irish Constitutionalists. This would give the new
organisation an opportunity to firmly establish itself.
In this way Na Fianna Eireann, the Irish National Boy

Scouts, were established in 1909.

Founders of the Fianna.

The writer is unable to trace from the papers at

his disposal the exact composition of the inaugurating
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body of the Fianna. The leading spirit was of course

the Countess lMarkievicz, a mewmber of the aristocratic
Gore-Booth family of 8ligo, a famous Society beauty in her
younger days, and a prominent figure in the Irish Literary
and Dramatic movements., With her were éssociated Liam
Mellows, Bulmer Hobson, (then a prominent I.R.B. official),

Eamonn Martin, Padraig 0 Riain, David White.

Among those keenly interested in the new organisation
were Padraic Pearse, Thomas lMacDonagh, Roger Casement

(then in the British Consular Service), and The 0'Rahilly.

Objects, etc., of the Fianna.

The original Constitution of the Fianna laid down as
its objJect: ®The re-establishment of the Independence
of Ireland; and as its means: "The training of the boys
of Ireland, mentally and physically, by teaching
scouting and military exercises, Irish history and the

Irish language.

The Fianna oath, administered to all members

read: -

"T promise to work for the independence of
Ireland, never to join England's armed forces,

and to obey my superior Officers®.

Uniform, badeges, etc.

L

The original Filanna uniform comprised a dark green
felt sombrero hat; a green double-breasted hopsack shirt
with two rows of brass buttons, and blue shorts or

breeches or dark green kilt.




The Fianna flag was of St. Patrick's blue, with a
golden sunburst breaking out of the bottom right-hand corner
(next the Staff), and the title "Na Fianna Bireann® in

gold rumnning across the field, over the rays of the sumburst.

The Fianna badge was a circular enamel one, worked
in green, white and gold, with a golden sunburst and
pPikehead in a green centre, and the motto in gaelic -
"Remember Limerick, don't trust the Sassanach" in the

outer white circle.

The firét Headquarters 0ffices were located in the
same buillding as the "Irish Freedom® Offices in Findlater

Place..

Initial organisation:

The initial organisation was the essence of
simplicity itself. The basic unit was the squad of six
to eight boys under a squad leader. Two squads formed a
section under a Section Leader, two or more sections a

Sluagh under a Sluagh Leader.

A number of Sluaighte in one Distriet (which could
be a County, a City, etc.), were grouped together under a

District Counecil. The normal controlling body was the

- Central Council, with its smaller Executive Committee.

The supreme governing body was the ﬁrd—Fheis, representative
of the Central Council, District_Coﬁncils, and Sluaighte,

which met annually in Dublin.

Ranks and Grades.

The following ranks and grades only obtained initially:

Fheinnidhe, 1lst, 2nd and 3rd Class.

Squad Leader (equivalent to Corporal).

Section Leader (egquivalent to Sergeant).

Sluagh Leader (equivalent to Lieut. or Captain).
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Members of District Councils, the Central Council
etc., were either Sluagh Leaders or officials, such as
secretaries, Treasurers, etec., but held no special ranks or

staff grades.

The ranks of Lieutenant, Captain, Commandant, and
the appointments of Adjutant and Quartermaster were not
introduced until 1913, Districts were grouped into

battalions at the same time.

The further ranks and grades of Chief of Staff,
Ad jutant-General, Quartérmaster—&eneral, Directors of

Training, Organisation, etc., were introduced in the

- re-organisation of 1915, when the Headquarters staff was

first formed.
The original rank badges were as follows: -

Green cord on left shoulder.

Fheinnidhe, 3rd Class

" 2nd Class - Green and Yellow cord on left

» shoulder.

. lst Class - Green, white and yellow cord

A : on left shoulder.
Squad ILeader, - Saffron cuffs and shoulder
straps.

Section lLeader - Red cuffs and shoulder straps.
Sluagh ILeader - Blue cuffs and shoulder straps.

Basis of earliy administration.

Self Government was the basis of the early
administration of the Fianna. In the Slvaighte the boys
elected their own officers and their delegates to the

Ard-Fheis. The District Councils were composed of the

Sluagh Leaders in the District, and a Secretary and

Treasurer elected by the Council. The Central Council
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was elected by the Ard Fheis, and included é General
Secretary and General Treasurer. The President
presided at its meetings and at those of its Executive
Committee.  The Ard Fheis, as already mentioned, was
composed of delegates, elected on a numerical basis

by all Sluaighte, delegates from District Councils, and

the members of the outgoing Central Council.

It must be admitted that this attempt at youthful
self-government was not exactly an unqualified success.
Boys of from 12 to 16 years of age were not exactly
the best judges of suitable leaders. However, it did
instil into the boys the principles of democratic
government, and it did teach their leaders to assume
responsibilities often far beyond their years, and older
Fianna officers still hold that this justified the
system. It is noteworthy, however, that after 1917

all officers were appointed by General Headquerters.

Barly Developments.

-~

While the Fianna did not exactly sweep the country
like a prairie fire, it did progress slowly but surely.
By 1912 eight Sluaighte, with an average strength of
50 boys, existed in Dublin. A ninth was added that
year. Sluaigﬁte also existed in Belfast, Newry,
Dundalk, Waterford, Cork, Tralee, Limerick, Athlone,
Varyborough, Tuam, Sligo and Dérry, and in other centres
of which the writer has no record. District Councils
were funetioning in Dublin, Belfast and Cork. By 1912
the Fianna had a permanent organiser on the road in the

person of Liam Mellows.




In 1917 the FPianna published its own monthly
paper, “Fianna®, Although never a financial success
this paper achieved good results in the propaganda and

training field up to 1916.

In the same year the organisation published its
off'icial "Fianna Handbook™. Designed as an antidote to
Baden-Powell's "Scouting for Boys" this was the first
military text book published in Ireland during the

. present century. It featured articles by Padraic Pearse,
Roger Casement, Countess de Markeiviecz, and contained
fully f1lustrated chapters on arms and foot drill,

_signalling, first aid, counting, camp craft, ete.
During the eariy days of the Volunteers it becane
regarded practically as an official drill manual.
A second edition was published in 1920, but was not as

comprehensive as the 1913 edition.

= 9. Chief of the Fianna.

Countess de yarkeivicz held the position of
President of the Fianna from 1909 until 1915.
In that year the appointment was abolished and replaced
by the title Righ-Fheinnidhe or Chief of the Fianna.
Padraig © Riain held this appointment in 1915-10,
Bamon deFValera (in an honorary capacity) in 1917-18, and

Countess de Markievicz from 1918 to 1921.

164 Bstablishment of the Volunteers.

The revival of national consciousness in
Ireland came to a head much more rapidly than anyone
could have hoped for when the Fianna was founded in

19C9. Four years later, in November, 19135, the great



Irish Volunteer movement was inauvgurated. This was the
Fianna's first real test, and the value of its training
became quickly apparent. The country realised that a
young trained army had grown up practically unseen and
unheard. All over Ireland the officers and older boys
threw themselves into the new Volunteer movement.

The early offiicers and instructors of the Volunteers

were confined to practically two classes, viz., those Who
had served in the Fianna and those who had served in

the British Army.

The following Fianna Officers Were elected to
the first Provisional Committee of the Irish Volunteer
Force: Liam Mellows, Bulmer Hobson and Padraig 0 Riain.
In Dublin numerous Fianna Officers received Volunteer
Commissions, of whom the most notable were Sefn Heuston,
Con Colbert, Padraig ) D&laigh, Patrick Houlihan, Seamus
Kavanagh and Leo Henderson. Of these the first two were
executed in 1916. 0 Délaigh éommanded at the capture of
the Magazine Fort in'1916, and in the years that
followed led the famous G.H.Q. Squad, the first Ke8.0,
in Ireland, up to the Truce, when he Joined the National
Army, retiring in 192, with the rank of Major General;
Houlihan fought in 1916 and afterwards commanded the
lst Battalion, Dublin Brigade; Kavanagh also fought in
1916, and later commanded 'H' Coy., lst Battalion,
Dublin Brigade ("Kevin Barry's Own"), Henderson also
fought in 1916, and distinguished himself subsequently
as an officer of the 2nd Battalion, Dublin Brigade, and
ths G.H.Q‘ Staff. The same situation prevailed in

other centres over the country.
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The Howth gun-running.

The Fianna next came into prominence at the Howth
gun-running, July, 191). A specilally selected Fianna
detachment was mobilised witﬁ the Dﬁbliﬁ Brigade of the
Volunteers for that operation. They'brought with thew
their hand drawn trek-cart, which was used to transport
the specially prepared batons to Howth, which the
Volunteers later used to hold back the R.I.C. while the
rifles were being unloaded, Cn the return journey,
when the bulk of the ammunition was sent intc town by

motor car, a reserve supply was loaded into the trek-cart

for use only in case of grave emergency. When the

British police and military held up the column at
Clontarf some of the Volunteers demanded that this
anmunition be issued. Attempts were even made to

get possession of it by force. In the absence of orders
from the responsible.Volunteef Officers, the Fianna stood
and, where necessary, beat off attempts to seize the
ammunition with their batons. - It was indeed fortunate

that the discipline of these Fheinnidhe was equal to the

test imposed on it, for in the then state of efficiency

"~ and discipline of the Volunteers an armed conflict with

the British could only have resulted in a massacre, the
loss of practically all the rifles, and probably in the

ruthless suppression of the entire Volunteer force.

Central Council, 1915-1916.

In 1915 the Executive Committee was abolished and

.replaced by a Headquarters Staff appointed by the

Central Council. The following Central Council was

elected by the Ard-Fheis, 1915:
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Bulmer Hobson; Padraig 0 Riain; Eamonn hartin

d ol Dalton (Limerlcl) ,Con Colbert Seén Heuston
Leo Henderson; Pddralv o) Délaigh; Garrett Houl ihan
B. Mellows; Ccuntess de . Marhiev102* A.P, Reynolds;
and Niall M&CNelll together with a delegate
nominated by the Belfast District Couneil.

13, Organisation prior to 19165.

(a) BHeadguarters Staff. The writer is unable to

trace the details of the organisation outside GE. Q.7 and
the Dublin area. The following Headquarters Staff was

appointed by the Central Council in August, 1915:

Chief of the Fiannsa - Padraic 0 Riain
Chief of Staff - Bulmer Hobson
Ad jutant - A.P. Reynolds

Director of Training - Seén MacAodha

Director of Organisation
and Recruiting - Bamonn Martin

Director of Equipment - Leo Henderson

Director of Finance - Bert lellows.,

(b) The Dublin Battalion. About the same time

the Dublin Fianna were reorganised as a battalion of
nine companies. The details of the units and officers

are as follows:

(1) Battalion Staff.

Commandant .... on ki i . E. lMartin
Vice Commandant Vi AT . Heuston
Ad jutant ik . v gin v P. Cassidy

Quartermaster B e J. Pounch.



)

(2) Company Commanders..

No. 1 -~ Camden St. ... . .oy P. Cassidy

No. 2 - Dolphins Barn TR e B, lellows

No. 3 - Inchicore e AN E. Murray

No. Iy - Blackhall St. ... +... S, Meloughlin |
No. 5 - Merchants Quay g dk AN G. Houlihan
No. 6 - North Frederick St. ... S. Heuston

IqO- 7 S Ranelagh $ s LR LIRS IJ. Ljaci\\ieill
I‘\TO - R L Fa iI’VieW - s 5 s a2 L L. Hende rson

Ne. 9 - Dollymount o ... P, 0 Dflaigh.

Practically all the foregeing Fianna Officers played an
important part in the struggle that began in 1916 and only
concluded in 192]. E. Martin was wounded in 1915 and
became Chief of Staff of the Fianna in 1917. Seén
Heuston was executed after the 1916 Rising. Sefn
McLoughlin was promoted Commandant-General, I.R.A., when
James Connolly was wounded,ané afterwards became a G.H.{.
organiser, and commarded a Volunteer Brigade in Tipperary.
Garry Houlihan was second-in-commend at the attack on

the Magazine Fort in 1916, and was Brigade Commandant,
Dublin Fianna from 1917 to 1921. Niall lacNeill
commanded a company and battalion in the 2nd Dublin
Brigade, I.R.A., during the 1918.21 period, became
Brigadier, 2nd Dublin Brigade after the ®split*, and
afterwards Colonel, National Arnmy; aﬁd Calnel Regular

Army, later Calérel, Reserve of Officers. Leo

Hendérson commanded the Fairview post in 1916, was

Officer Commanding, 'B' Coy., 1l Battalion, Dublin
Brigade, I.R.A., later Vice-Commandant, 1l Battalilon,

and later Dublin Brigade and G.H.Q. Staff, P, 0 Dalaigh

commanded at the attack on the Magazine Fort in 1916,
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later succeeded Leo Henderson as Officer Commanding,
'B* Coy., 11 Battalion, formed the G.H.Q. "Squad" in
1919 and commanded it to the end, and later became lajor

General, National Army.

(¢) The Fianna Commando. In the spring of 1916

‘the Fianna Commando was formed in Dublin. This was an
active service unit composed entirely of officers and
older boys, formed in preparation for the coming conflict.
It was originally commanded by Sefn Heuston, but &s his
services were required by the 1. Battalion, Dublin
Brigade, I.V., the commend devolved upon Sefn McLoughlin

just prior to the Rising.

The Fianna in Baster Rising, 1915.

The Fianna arrangements in 19156 were sériously
dislocated in common with those of the Volunteers by
the countermanding order.. The Commando was to mobilise
as a separate unit at Skipper's Alley Hall (behind
Adam and Eve's Church) on Baster Sunday. It was to
fight as a distinc£ unit in the 1 Battalion area. A
special detachment of it, under P. 0 Dé%aigh,was
detailed to capture the Magazine Fort, The countermanding
order cancelled this mobilisation. In the resultant
confusion the Commando as a whole did not receive
mobilisation orders for Easter Monday, and individual

members of it simply reported to the nearest I.R.A. post

as they got the news of the outbreak.

The llagazine Fort detachment was mobilised
specially by O D&laigh. They proceeded to the Phoenix
Park on bicycles and two hackney cars, disguised as

footballers.. Idly kicking the ball up the slopes



b

surrounding the Fort, two or three of the "players® came
close to the British sentry at the gate, héld him up with
revolvers, the main body rushed in, disarmed the guard,
cut the telephone, and the Fort was captured. Small
parties of the raiding force at once entered the
ammunition stores, and set them on fire.. They then
withdrew in accordance with order, and reported to the
Four Courts. Only one life was lost in this exploit.
While the fort was being set alight a youth, the son

of an N.C.0. of the garrison, made a dash for
Islandbridge on a biecyecle to raise the alarm. A member
of the raiding party saw him leave, seized a motor cycle
in the fort and went in pursuit. Overtaking him at

the corner of Conyngham Road and Islandbridge

he called on him to halt, but the plucky lad rode on
and he had no option but to shoot him. The names . of
the Fianna boys partiéipating in this successful

exploit could no doubt be obtained from P. 0 Délaigh,

E. llartin or G, Houlihan, who are all available to-day.
As already mentioned, individual Fheinnidhe were on duty
at practically all I.R.A, posts in the City, aecting as
scouts, despatech riders, coocks and, of. course, riflemen.
Two of them were killed in action - Sefn Howard in
North King St., and Edward Healy in Henry St.

bringing a despatch to the G.P.0.

Two other Fheinnidhe were executed after the
Rising, Sefn Heuston, Viece-Commandant, Dublin Battalion,
and Officer Commanding, No. 6 Sluagh; and Con Colbert,
ex-0fficer Commanding, No. 2 Sluagh. At least one,

Bamonn Martin, was seriously wounded in action.




Such are the broad outlines of the contribution

of the Fianna to the national resurgence in 1916,

Re-organisation after 1915.

(2) Initial Re-orzanisation. The Fianna was

probably the first of the militaryAbodies to gather the
threads of its organisation together after the 1916
Risiﬁg. Early in May, less than a month after the
Rising, a meeting of all available officers was held

in the hall of An Céad Sluagh in Camden St., and at this
meeting it was decided to hold together at least a

skeleton organisation. As a result the position from

- May, 1915, to January, 1917, was as follows in Dublin: -

(1) Provisional Committee of Control (acted for
all “Ireland as well as Dubli in).

E. Martin; L. Staines; J. Pounch;
T. F1t7ﬂerald and J. Reynolds.

(2) 8luaishte

oot o LT e

No. 1 - Camden St. - P. Cassidy
No. 2 - Dolphins Barn - J. Pounch
Neo. 3 - Inchicore - R. Holland
No. /4 - Blackhall St. - L. Staines
No. 5 ~ Merchants Quay - T. Fitzgerald

No. 6 - North Frederick St. - P. Brown

No.

1
—J

- Ranelagh-Rathmines - H. lacNeill

No. 8 - Fairview-Dollymount - M. Henderson.

(b) Re-crganisation of January, 1917. With the

£ N z
release of the bulk of the internees in December, 1915,
a further re-organisation was effected, This provided

for the following: -
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(1) Headguarters Staff.

Chief of staff ~ B, Martin (and Acting Righ-
Fheinnidhe in place of
€. de Markiev icz, in jail).

B. Mellows (re-arrested -
January, 1917).

Ad jutant General

Quartermaster General - G. Houlihan.

(2) Dublin Battalion.

Commandant - B. liellows (see above)
Acting Commandant - R. Holland
Ad jutant - P. Cassidy
.Quartermaster - J. Founch.

Sluagh Commanders (as in 15 (a-2) above except that
Rathfarnham Sluagh formed January, 1917, and Niall

lMacNeill appointed Officer Commanding.

)

(3) Belfast Battalion.

Commandant - R licKelvey.

(L) Cork Battalion.

Commandant - Frank Maclahon.

(5) Other areas.

Vo information available to writer,

(e} Re~organisation of June, 1917. 3ix months

later the progress of the movement necessitated a further
re-organisation which remained fairly static until the

Truce of 1921. This provided for the following: -

<




(1)

(2)

Headguarters Staff.

Righ-Fheinnidhe 1917-18 - E,
1918-21 - @&,

hief of Staff 1917-20 - BE.
1920.22 ~ P,

Ad jutant General 1917-21 - B.

Quartermaster Gen. 1917-21 - Ge

/Organisation &

1917-20 - B.
Training .

1920-21 - &,
D/Education 1918-21 - L.

Dublin Brigcade.

(1) Bricade Staff

Brigade Officer Commanding,

~

Entire period - G.

Brizcade Adjutants.

191 - P. Stephensocn
191 - J. Pounch
1919-21 - J. Reynolds.

Brigade Quartermaster.

de Valera
de Markievicsz.

HMartin
MacMahon (Cork).

Mellows,
Houlihan.

Martin
MgceNeill.

Langley,

Houlihan (also Q.M.G.
Fianna G.H.Q.)

June 1917-July 1918 - J. Reynolds (also Adjt.
2né Bn.)
July . 1918-Juny.1921 - P, Byrne
Brigade Trainins Officers.
1917-1918 -~ R, Balfe Training and
Crganisation Officer.,
F. Daly Engineering and

Explosive Instr.

(ii) lst (South Dublin) Battalion.

Battalion Commandants..

June "l17-ley '18 =~ B. Mellows

May '18-Jan.'19 - R. Holland
Jan, '19- lMay '19- J. Reynolds
lMay 'l9-Nov. *19 - B. Mellows

Nov. 'l9-Apl..

Rowe

Apl, '20-Jan.'22 - W.

(re-arrested
May, 1918)

(Acting)
(after escape
from Usk. also

i -~ ™ N
SelTe 3 )

i o |
Tells ga

120 - H. laelleill (on release

from prison Oct.
1919. Trensferred
G.H.Q. Apls,*20),
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H.

O‘C&
st Lt.
2ndl Et,

O’C'

Et. I

Znd Lt

O.CQ
lat Lt.
2nd Lt.

OQCO
s 7 2 £ o
2nd‘Ltm

Osc »
ist L,
g e 1

O‘C‘
5 o 25

Z2nd EE.

Tt

B g

Battalion Adjutants.

1

June '17-Apl.'18 - H. MacNeill (arrested Apl."S.

Apl. '18-Nov.'19 - D. lacNeill
Nove "19-COct.'20 - P. Dunne

Battalion Quartermasters.

June'17-4pl.*'18 - D. lacNeill

Apl."18-Nov.*1l9

Nov.'l9-Nov,.'20 - B. O'Carroll

» NOV.'ZC’—J&:&. r22 e AQ BUI‘]&E!

Company Officers.

1917 1918 1919 1920-21.

A, Dyas W. Rowe W. Rowe M. Kavanagh.

. P, Byrne J. Markey M. Kavanagh J. Pidgeon.
W. Rowe J. Pidgeon H. Murphy

MceNamee J. Ardiff J. Ardiff.
Ardiff T. O'Reeffe T. 0'Keeffe.
Je. Dempsey J. Dempsey.

J. Pounch 5
Y+ Houlihan J.

R. Holland R, Holland 3. RBoyle S. Boyle
: 8. Doyle W. Holland.

~

M.Cunninghaii.

L. Langley H. MacNelll P. Byrne P. Byrne,
(1)
P. Sweeney E.Nichdson E. Nicholson

2)

J. Markey J. Markey.

L3

(1) In prison, April-July, 1918.
(2) In prison, March-August, 1919.

T. Lee D, MaclNedill P. Dunne P. Dalton

D.MaclNeill P. Dunne P, Dalton

N. MacNeill N, MaeNeill B. O*Carroll B,MacNeill
B.0*Carroll B.0"Carroll R, Saunders S. Brennan

T.MacNeill T.MacNeill S.Brennan T. Donnelly
P.Geraghty P,Geraghty T.Mullins T.lullins.

J. Kenny J. Kenny Jd. Kenny.



18,

(iii) 2nd (North Dublin) Battalion. - Battalion Comdts.

June, 1917-Jan.l1918 - T, Fitzgerald.

Jan., 1916-Jan.1922 - L.

Battalion Adjutants.

June 1917 - Jan.,
Jan. 191¢ - July,
July 1918 - Oct.,
Oct.,1918 - Jan.,
Jan. 1919 - Jan.,
Company Officers.
Coy. 1917
A. ) oy v 1ol
lst Lt. D. Mcéirt
2nd Lt. L. NMurphy
B. [ A J. Thorpe
st Ik
2nch TG .
£ 5N T. lMeehan
l1st Lt. P. Kennedy
2nd It. P. 0'Brien
., 0.0, D.Macdrt
st T4, F
2.’.’1@. Lto P
E. 3 O‘C -
st Lt.
Znd Ik,
(3) Other areas.

1918
1918 -
1918 -
1919 -

Connolly.
Reynolds.,
Clarke.
Reynolds.
Clarke.
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Ad

Langley, also Director of
Organisation, G.H.Q.

1918 1919 1920-21.

Filtzgerald L. Murphy L. Murphy J. Cashin

S. Saurders P. BEvers J. Byrne
P. Bvers J. Cashin C. Fox.

P.O'Brien P, 0O'Br

ien R. Carrick

S. Bent  R.lNcloughlin R.McLoughlin

L. Power

T. Meehan S. Caffrey

Caffrey

.
P.Rennedy J. O'Connor J. C!'Connor
S

P.0'Brien

Cole,

D.MacArt R.Conlon R. Daly

R.Conlon R. Daly

T. Black

W, Alforde G. O'Brien

S.5aunders S.S5aunders S.S5aunders

1. lMolloy M.Mollo

y

M.Carrick M.Carrick

The Fianna was also expanded into two battalion
brigades in Cork and Belfast in 1919, the respective
Commandants being F. lMacllahon and R. licKelvey.
details are now available to the writer re their organisation,
nor of the organisation of other areas, except that by
1919 every important sized town and villagse had its Filanna

Sluaighte.

16, Fianna Activities 1916-1921.

No other

After 1916 the Fianna initially concentrated on

defiance of the marching and drilling orders.

As early as
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April,‘19l7, they were marchingropenly through the

streets of Dublin, in uniform aﬁd often carrying hurleys.
The Volunteers seemed quite willing -~ and rightly so - to
sit back and note how this open defiance on the part of the
yoﬁnger organisation progressed. Its result was several
clashes with the police initially. The most notable of
these was in July, 1917, when the entire Dublin Brigade
marched in uniform through the South City and County.
Efforts were made by D.M.P. to stop the parade and break

it up at Terenure and Rathmines Police Stations, but the

_ police cordons were broken through at both points and the

march continued in good order to the G.P.0. where the
parade dismissed. These minor acts of defiance were

gquite useful in reviving national morele after 1915,

In February, 1918, the Fianna Commando in Dublin
was re-orzanised in view of the}imminence of the anti-
conscription conflict, under the personal command of the
Brigadier, G. Houlihanﬁ Its constitution was generally
the same as prior to 1916, but its strength was greater.
During the same peri&d practically every Fianna officer
and senior N.C.0O. in Dublin was assisting in training

the rest of newly enrclled recruits to the Volunteers.

This of course was a passing phase.

In March, 1918, a serious conflict was narrowly
averted at Rathfarnham. On the conelusion of a l1lst
Battalion (Fianna) Inter-Company Competitions in St. Enda's
College, Rathfarnham, the competing cdmpanies were
dismissed and ordered to return home as individuals.

While passing Rathfarnham R.I.C. Barracks & squad of

R.I.C. ran out, surrounded an individual Fianna Officer
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and proceeded to pull him into the barracks under

arrest. A nuwber of individual Fheinnidhe at once rushed
to the rescue, but the R.I.C. beat them off and succeeded
in getting the officer and a Section Leader, who had
played & prominent part in the attempted rescue, into the
barracks. The boys outside rallied about 100 of their
comrades and attacked the barracks with stones and
hurleys, ete. . The R.I.C. lost their heads, loaded

their rifles and took post behind their loopholes.

The least thing would have precipitated a shot, and

the result would havée been a massacre of children.
Reélising this the captured officer volunteered to

ofder the boys to disperse. The R.I.C. Head Constable
promptly accepted the'offer, & window was cautiously
opened and the boys ordered to go home. Some other
officers outside, who had arrived later, at once

backed up this order, and the boys eventually dispersed.
This incident is typical of ‘the spirit of these

youthful soldiers, a spirit which most of them proved

in the ranks of the leunteers in subsequent years.

In October, 1918, 'A" Coy., lst Dublin Battalion,
wére on parade at their Headquarters, Camden St., when
the Sinn Fé&in offices in Harcourt St. were attacked
by a mob of British soldiers off duty and Trinity students.
-Hearing of the attack a selected party of officers and
older boys quickly got into the building from the rear
and assisted in beating off the attack. Their arrival
was most opportune as the building was defenceless
except for a few officials, three or more stray

Volunteers and a few visitors.




These bloodless skirmishes, parades, manoeuvres ete.,
continued on into the early winter of 1919.' By that time
it was apparent that the resumption of asctive hostilities
on a large scale between the Irish and British forces was
imminent, and steps were taken to place the Fianna on a
proper footing in relation to the Volunteers. The main
difficulty was that esprit de corps was so highly.
developed in the Fianna that its members were reluctant
to transfer to the Volunteers, irrespective of age.

This of coﬁrse was an undesirable situation and the
so-called “Army,AgreementW was arrived at as a result.
Under this agreement the Fianna was recognised as an
ihtegral corps of the Republican Army, with the primary
mission as acting as a training agency for the Volunteer
Force., Following on this all Fhelnnidhe, except officers
and senior N.C.0s were to be transferred to the Volunteers
on reaching the age of 18; Officers and N.C.0s were to
be permitted to serve in the Volunteers as well as the
Fianna if they so desired, and the Adjutant General of

the Fianna became a full-time officer on the Headquarters

Staff of the Irish Republican Army.

This arrangement worked fairly well, although
not perfectly. Fisnna officers, other than officers
‘of the Fianna Headquarters Staff, found it difficult to
serve in both forces simultaneously; their first duty was
to the Fianna and this occupied so much of their time that
they felt they were not "pulling their weight® in the
actval fighting of 1920-21. This feeling Waé eventually
got over by authorising the formation of Fianna A.5,Us in

Cork and Belfast, composed of Fianna Officers and N.C.Os,




22 .

and available for active Service under the local Volunteer
Commend, although not on a wholetime basis as in the case
of the Volunteer A.S.Us. There was no specific Fianna
A.3.U. in Dublin, but the Volunteer Brigade Headquarters
co-operated in maintaining the morale of the older
Fheinnidhe, whose duties held them to their own crganisation
by assigning them special tasks from time to time.
Examples of these special Fianna operations included the
rounding up of a gang of armed cycle thieves in October,
1919; general raids for arms in the area of the lth
Battalion, Dublin Brigade (September, 1920); recovery

of arms and explosives 1dst.by lith Engineers when '

surprised by Auxiliaries in September, 1920, etc., etc.

All such tasks were successfully carried out and the

allotment of them to the Fianna fully justified.

A considerable amount of the intélligence and
communications work was also carried out by the Fianna.
The maln task of the organisation was to train recruits
for the Volunteers, and this was definitely its most
valuablé contribution‘to the Republican movement in the

1920-21 pericd.

The Fianna was as badly disrupted as the Volunteers

by the disastrous "split"™ in 1922, except that it at

least succeeded in maintaining its identity. Those of

its members wilo took the Pro-Treaty side nearly all went
straight intco the National Army, and no attempt was made
to maintain a Pro-Treaty Fianna organisation. The
organisation as such took the anti-Treaty side, and for
its subsequent history referenée should be made to. the

authorities given below.
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It must be realised that the foregoing summary is
compiled mainly from memory, extending as it does over a
period of 12 years (1909-1921) and written many.years
later., It is bound to contain inacduracies and to be
deficient in many respects. These inaccuracies could be
corrected and tle deficiencies rectified by reference to

the following authorities:

l. G.H.8. and organisation in gzeneral.
E. Martin, 2, Gray's Inn Road, London, W.C.l.
L. Langley, Office of Revenue Commissioners,

Dublin Castle, Dublin.

o ublin Brigade.

G. Houlihan, Engineers Department, Dublin Corporation.
J. Reynolds, "Irish Press®* Office, Dublin.
D/Sergt. W. Rowe, "S' Branch, Garda Siochféina, Dublin

Castle.

Cork & lunster generally.

N
.

F. MacMahon, 2; St. Stephen's Place, Friar's St., Cork.

i. Belfast & Ulster generally.

+
*

Lieut. H. O'Neill, Ordnance Survey Office, Phoenix Park.

H. Kennedy, 19, Grove Park, Rathmines.

Connaught.

wn
>

L. Langley (see 1 above).

Should any further information be required, the

writer will be glad te furnish it if possible.
; —

W) P o
Signedny{jzf7g¥”ﬁ?%L»wﬁﬁvﬂ\

(Aodh Mac Neill)
Date: /Myjcdfljfm /937{

5 é { March 20th, 1956.

Investigator) (
( ) (sean Brennan )

Witness:
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