
... ,., 
\ 

It 

! 

c 

R OI N N COSA NTA. 

BUREAU OF MI L ITARY HISTORY, 1913- 21. 

STATEMENT BY W iTNESS 

DOCUMENT NO. W .S . .... ~.?~ ... .. .... ... ...... .... ...... . 

Witness 

ill i am James stauleton, 
21 Grosvenor Squar e , 

Rathmines , 
Dublin . 

Identity. 

lember of ' B ' company, <:::nd Battalion , 
Dublin Brigade , 1~15 - ; 

Li eutenant same Corn/any, later . 

Subject. 

(a ) ationa1 act vities , Dublin , 1915-1922; 

(b) Jacob ' s F'actory , Dublin , Easter Week 1916 ; 

(c ) ' The Squad ' and the 'Igoe Gang '. 

Condit ions~ if any, Stipulated by Witness. 

Nil 

File No . .... ~ ~. ~.~~.~ .... . . 
Form B.S.M. '2 



hi. J' S;L 

File. ~ :. ~?~.~ ........ . 

Bureau of Military History, 1913--1921. 

STATEMENT BY 

William James Stapleton 
...... . .. ... . . . .. . . . . ... . ....... ...................................... . 

21 , Grosvenor Square , Rathmines , Address........................ ................................. ... ...... ... ...... ...... . ...... . 

••• . ••••• ••••••• 0 o~\lRol:~:tl.· ..............•. 0 ••• 0 ••••••••••••••••••• 0 ••••••• • ••••• • • • •• 

28th March , 1953. Date ... .. 0 ••• 00.... •••••••••••••• • ••••••••••••••••• •• 

OROANISA TIONS WITH WHICH ASSOCIATED. 

( a) 2nd Battalion Dublin Br i gade 

(b ) Irish Republican Brotherhood 

(c ) The Squad and Active Service Unit 

POSTS OR RANKS HELD. 

1st Lieutenant ' B ' Company 2nd Battalion 
Dublin Brigade 

PERIOD COVERED BY STATEMENT. 

1915-1922. 

COMMENTS OF .INVESTIOA TING OFFICER. 

This statement was dictated by the Witness ' to a 
stenographer ~rom memory. A typescript draft was prepared 
and sent to h i m for correction. He returned i t t o me a~ter a 
considerab l e peri od of time with quite a number of amendments 
and additions , all o~ which are now ineluded in the signed 
copy attached. Mr . Stapleton was at one time an officer in 
the Army and now holds a responsible position with B rd na M na. 

He is a man o~ alert mind and memory, intelligent , and 
he impressed me as a thoroughly reliable and conscientious type . 

tAl ~r~ cIJ ••• ••• ••• ••••••• •• •• •••• •. • •••• • •.•••••.• :--: .'. :. • If: ••••••••••• 

.8ipature of ve,fjtigatil1g Officer. 

g . 
Date ....•.... ........... : ................. . 

SP1(f,fJJ3 S{)()() ;.$0 .3/-1'26 



1 . 

2 . 

3. 

/ o . 

7. 

8 . 

CONTENTS . 

Activities pre 1916 

:8aster :reek 1916 

Jail experiences 

· . . · .. . 

Company Activities 1917 - 1915 

Conscription Crisis · . .. · . . 
outh Armagh Election 

'eizure of pigs 

Raid on ollinstown .erodrome 

9. New arms issued to Cor.c.pany 

10 . Raids on mails 

· . .. 

· . . 
· ... 

· .. 
· ... 

· .... 

· ... 
.. . . 

11 .. Street patrols and dttacks on enemy lorries 

12 . Belfast boycott · ... 
13 . Bloody Sunday · . . · . . 
14. The Squad · .. 
15. Peter Doran - spy 

16 . J ohn Ryan - murder of McKee , Clancy and Clune 

Attempted trap ambush at 0.eville Place 

18 . New headquarters of Squad · . . 

20 . 

· .... 
~ountjoy Square searched by British troops for 

dUl1:J}s 

21 . Police Constables shot in Purliament t . 

22 . Police Sergeant shot in Capel St . 

23 .. Plans for rescue of SeG.n ,.ac.Eoin at Leixl ip 

24. Alichael 3chwep e I s house - re:.id and a rest 

.... 
· .. .. 
.. .... 

...... 

· .. 
... .. 
.. . . 
· .. . 

..... 

· ... 

· .. .. 

Page 

1 

3 

II 

18 

19 

20 

20 

22 

23 

23 

25 

27 

28 

30 

I 
-+ 

~~. 

I+.6 

47 
L!B 

49 
25.. Capture of Armoured cc;r to rescue 3e~n l:acEoin 57 

26 . Thompson machine guns .... 



2. 

Page 

2.7. The Igoe Gang ••• • ... . • •• • • • • • • •• • 68 

28. Raid on Trinity C;ollege • • • • •• • •• ••• 74 

29. Ambush at Whitehall • • • • • • • •• ••• • • • 75 

3:0. BUrning of Custom House • •• • • • • • • • •• 77 

3.1. Attack on troop train at Drumcrondra •• • .-.. 80 

32- . Auxiliary Cadets shot in G-ra.fton St . ••• ••• 82 

33. Amalgamation of Squad and A. S. U •. ••• • • • • •• 86 

34.· Firs,t Unit of the' Irish Army • •• ••• • •• 87 



N . ~ 8:2..!.Z... 
BUR EW OF MILITARY HI3TOflY 1913-21 

AL BUr.O SPlr;E. ~.1IL [" f \ 19 13-21 

No. W.S. 8'~'J-. 

Statement of 1'< • Villiam J ames Stapleton , 

2lt Grosvenor Square , Rathmine~ , 

Dublin. 

I was born and reared in Dublin , being educated 

a t the Chris,tian Brothers Schools St . Columba I] S t Great 

Strand St .. , and the OtC.onnell chools , orth Richmond St ., 

where I took Intermediate Examin~tion . 

My father was in the building trade and conducted 

a small contrac;ting business in whic:h he employed up to 

ten men . 

I was taken from school after Intermediate 

Examination to help my father in his business , 

principally in looking a£ter his books and stores , 

but I assisted generally in working with him, tlie 

carpenters and painters . 

V hen John Redmond organised the National 

Volunteers after Carson had started the Ulster 

Volunteers , and around the time of the split in the 

Irish Volunteers (a Mr . Judge of Fairview was prominent 

in this split)~ I remember my father saying to me many 

times that if he was a young man he would join the 

Volunteers . He had strong ideas on Ireland and was 

fond of re·ading books on I rish history . 

Ac·tiv i ties pre 1916 : 

About pril or May of 1915 1 at 17 years of age , 
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I first became associated with the Nationalovement " 

joining tBIl Company , 2nd Battalion, Dublin Brigade . 

I believe the late Tom Hunter was my Company Captain . 

or Organiser at the time . Another officer was a man 

called OtRe i lly . Leo Henderson was also in some 

official capacity in the Company . Other members I 

recall were ick and Tom Slater , Ned Lyons , Fred 

Schwappe , Tommy ~son ~ Harry Williams ~ s . 6 ~ol~in , 

~a tt Stafford and his' son Jack~ and Eddie 0 ' Mahoney . 

I cannot re call the names of other officers of the 

Company . Nothing outstanding of interest occurred ; 

it \Tas merely regular' parades and route marches , 

Company drill ,. lectures and target practice with 

miniature rifles . Our parade ground or plac.e of 

mobilisation was Father ~athew Park" Fairview. e 

had regular weekly route marches and drills at various 

places around Finglas and Glasnevin . "v"le we·re 

frequently ra i ded by the police durlng the course of 

these parades and some arrests were made . I was not " 

however , arrested at any time up to the Rebellion i n 

1916 , although on a number of occasions I , with others , 

was chased by the police across country . I encouraged 

a number of my chums to join by describing the. training 

etc . 

I n t he early sp.ring of 19l6 I was seleC'ted by the 

C'ompany to study First id " and I attended a course 

at No .. 1L Dawson St. Dublin . The I nstructor was 

Commandant: Doyl.e·" who was, a member- of , I think , ~ F lr 

C'ompany , 2nd Battalion, and an officer in the; St . John I S 

Ambulance Brigade . On the completion of the course 



I took second place in the final examination , which 

was cDnducted by Dr . Hyan , obtaining 96 out of lDO marks 

allowed . This was recorded in tt'The I rish Volunteer lt , 

a paper of the period . In spite of the fact that I 

was the Company ' s medical non/com T was continually 

requesting to be allowed to take part in the training 

in arms and eventually I was issued with a single - barTel 

shot gun and some ammunition from the headquarters of 

Oglach na hEireann , No . l Dawson St ., Dublin , some 

time before Easter Week and I had this shot gun in 

Easter Week . 

Eas,ter Week 19l6 : 

T received a mobilisation order from my Section 
... 

Commander , Seamus Maoilfhinn ~ on Good Friday or aster 

aturday to parade with my Comp8.ny on Easter Sunday . 

Details of meeting place' was to be given on Easter 

Sunday morning . t this s.tage I had an inkling that 

some event of importance. was about to take place 

but did not know at the time what it was •. I did not 

parade on Easter Sunday , as early that morning I 

was warned that the parade wa s off by my Section 

Commander , 
... 

eamus 0 :..ao ilfhinn ,; and ins truc ted to 

remain at home and to await further orders . At t his 

time I lived at ~O Nth . Gt . George~s St ~, and I 

rema ined near the house until Easter ],i onday morning 

when T was instructed , a gain by 
... 

.eamus 0 aoilfhinn , 

to parade at Stephen l' s Green West ,. with fu~l equipment 

and , I think " to bring twenty- four hours 'I rations with 

me . I believe the time of mobilisation was 11 a . m. 



4. 

I paraded at the west side of the Green opposite 

the College of Surgeons on Easter ~onday morning at 

11 a . m .. , and to ge t there , although armed wit h my 

shotgun and c.omp.lete with belt , bandolier and a small 

knapsack , I took a tram o I was then marched down 

Cuffe St •. with a party being led by an outside ca r 

on which was am Ellis of ' B 'I Corn any , 2nd Battalion , 

and several boxes of ammunition. uite a number of 

the men were in Volunteer uniforms .. V e marched 

towards Jacob ' s fac·tory and Whitefriar St .. Some 

of the party, which was led by a man whom I afterwards 

lea rned was. Ih:ick 0 "Donnel;t. , went into Jacob ' s f actory , 

but my party proceeded to a point at Fumbley ts Lane 

off Crosskevin St . and proceeded to erect road 

barricades of shutters from shops and such things as 

old carts across t he road at the entrance to Fumbley ' s 

Lane facing Harold ' s Cross . I took up a position 

at t he barricade as instructed .. Dick !icKee , who was 

murdered in Dublin Castle with Connor Clune and Clancy 

in 1921 , was in charge .. That wa s on ~nday , and 

later in the day I was moved with Ned Lyons and some 

others to Barmack 'l 3, Distillery , which is in Fumbley "s 

Lane . In the upper portion of this building we took 

up positions at the windows . Before occupying 

Barmack ts Distillery we were told t hat we we re to 

re gard ourselves as an outpost of Jacob ' s fac·tory . 

Later · in the day I wa s posted to a position at another 

barricade at the opposite end of Fumbley ' s Lane . 

i ' hile on d.ut y there I assisted in axresting a . M. P . 

Sergeant and I noticed that t here were t wo other 
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pYisoners taken whom I assumed were policemen. I 

t h ink they were ' G' men (plain- clothes men) as they were 

in plain clothes . I n the evening at Crosskevin St .• 

end a man , who appeared to be a plain- clothes policeman , 

was ordered to move on . He had been observing our 

positions and taking notes . He refused to do so , 

and instructions were given that he was to be fired on . 

I t so happened that one of our best shots was at the 

barricade and he opened fire and shot the man dead . 

This was a very hostile area . ~e were boohed and 

frequently pelted with various articles throughout the 

day . We were openly insu~ted , particularly by the 

wives of British soldiers who were drawing separation 

allowance and who referred to their sons and husbands 

fighting for freedom in France . s dusk was falling ~ 

about 7 or 8 o t c~ock , we retreated from the barricades 

to our headquarters at Jacob "s factory , at the Bishop 

St •. entrance , and while waiting to be admitted at one 

of the large gates we were submitted to all sorts of 

indignities by some of the local people . It was 

difficult to preserve control due to the t-reatment we 

suffered from these people . We ere actually struck , 

and those in uniforms had their uniform caps knocked ofi", 

yet nothing of an untold nature took place by way of 

retaliation. 

Ille were eventually admitted into Jac-ab ' s factory 

and dispersed throughout the building .. I Via s retained 

to form part of the guard at one of the entrance gates 

on the inside . Barricades of bags of flour and carts 

were set up inside the gateway . Phil Shanahan and 



McSweeney of the North Strand were there . They were 

all 2nd Battalion men . No sooner had we barricaded 

the entrance when the mob tried to burst the gate in . 

They kicked and barged it with some heavy implements , 

but seeing that that wa.s of little effect they tried 

to set fire to it with old sacking which had been 

6. 

soaked in paraffin and pushed under the door and ignited . 

However , this was not of much use either as we pushed 

it back out again and it only smouldered . About this 

time lajor McBride and Commandant Tom vlacDonagh , who 

were on their rounds of inspection , came on the scene . 

~acDonagh ordered me to remove the shot from my 

shotgun cartridges and fire a couple of blanks through 

the iron grid at the top of the gates in the direction 

of the mob in the hope of frightening them off . I 

did this and they dispersed after a short time . 

I have a vivid recollection of Tom ~cDonagh 

and ~ ajor ]kBride . ] cDonagh was pale and very calm. 

He had an electric lamp on a co~d around his neck , Which 

he used to consult some papers . ~ajor McBride was 

smiling and seemed to be in a very good humour . 'Ne 

we,re naturally somawhat excited and the calmness of 

,acDonagh and the smile of I[cBride had a very 

reassuring effect on us . 

On Tuesday ( the following day) I was moved to 

the third floor windows and promoted N. C. O. i n charge 

of the guard in that section. During the week there 

was regular- sniping from Portobello barracks direction 

and continuous reply from the roof of the building . 

uite a number of men joined us by climbing up ropes 



w~ held from the windows and some people cheered us 

now and then . A clergyman came along the street one 

afternoon and gave us general absolution. A cycle 

patrol was formed up on that morning for which I 

volunteered . Our instructions were to patrol the area , 

keeping as near to Mount t . Bridge as we possibly could 

to draw the fire off.' the British who were in positions 

attacking Boland I s 1,lills where de Valera was being 

heavily besieged . A man named Dan Riordan was in 

charge of this patrol . When we got as far as the 

corner of Merrion Square and Upper lJl.ount t . we saw a 

British sentry at the corner of Lower ~ount St . and 

we immediately opened fire - wit h what effect I am not 

quite sure . Our fire was effectively r eturned by a 

strong fusilade of rifle fire from , I think , the 

building now forming Holles St . hospital. ~7e 

returned the fire until we were ordered to retreat by 

Dan Riordan .. Our patrol started about 8 a . m. and 

finished about 9 .. 30 . On the \'Vay back at the corner 

of Stephen ts Green outh , oPPoBite Cuffe t .. , we were 

warned by a number of people shouting to us from Cuffe 

St ., that the British were in the vicinity at the head 

of Grafton St . ome of us pushed across into Cuffe 

t .. and the remainder went up the Green and dov/n York 

t . Immediately , on entering tephen "s Green Test , 

fire was opened on us from , I think , the top of Grafton 

St .. , and one of our members was wounded turning into 

York St . We succeeded in getting him back to Jacob ts 

factory where he received treatment and was removed 

subsequently to the Adelaide Hospital where I understand 

he was operated on , but he died . I think this man ' s 
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name was McGrath . I went back to my post and remained 

there until Sunday morning . -lhen we brought the 

wounded IcGrath into the building there was considerable 

distress evident among the . small pa.rty of girls from 

Cumann na mEan who were in charge of cooking and attached 

to the First Aid Station. 

I had an interesting experience during the week . 

One of the men who joined us by climbing in through a 

window some time after we occupied the building had a 

marked English accent . After interrogation by senior 

officers they stated he was one of the London Irish 

who had recently .come to Ireland and was a member of 

the Kimmage Company which catered for such men . He 

was posted to my guard and I was told to keep my eye 

on him on his off duty periods . In the small 

hours of the morning I fOill1d him walking about and duly 

reported him. I was instructed to arrange the guard 

duty so far as possible to be off duty during the night 

with him and to arrest him if necessary . However , 

except for interruption and upset to my rest by his 

shouting and ' talking in his sleep , nothing happened . 

After the surrender he was imprisoned in 

Knutsford jail in Cheshi re where I , with many others ,. 

was als~ imprisoned . He suffered badly at the hands 

of the military warders who ,. apparently ,. believed he 

was an Englishman because of his accent , and eventually 

he was sent to a lunatic asylum completely broken 

down in mind and body . 

On Sunday morning t at what time I don ' t know , 
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we wer& called downstairs by Commandant 'acDonagh and 

Major :..1cBrida who addressed us " explaining that the 

G. P. O. and other outposts had surrendered and that 

Boland I: s l<1Iills was surrendering that morning . t 

first we did not believe this , but in confirmation 

MacDonagh stated that he had been taken ar'ound the 

various outposts in a British staff car by a British 

Staff Officer and he ( '''acDonagh) was satisfied that 

there was a general surrender and instructed us to lay 

down our arms . There was general dismay and a lot 

of shouting that we should not surrender but that we 

should get into bands and go out to the hills and 

continue fighting " but Y1acDonagh went on to say that 

he had instructions: to surrender but that any of us 

who wished to escape and not to surrender c,ould do so . 

A number of the- Volunteers got out of the building and 

cleared off . I think , however " the majority remained , 

inc,luding myself . le eventually formed up outside 

the building right opposite the delaide Hospital . 

Before leaving the building a number of Volunteers 

broke their arms: and very many of the ' men were in 

tears . Fi nally , we formed up outside ,. numbered off , 

formed fours under MacDonagh and MacBride and marched 

to a position in Bride St . where we were met by British 

troops under the command of an officer who ordered us 

to formally lay down our arms . This we did and Te 

then realised that we were under arrest . This was 

ev i dently a collecting point for prisoners , as there 

was a large number of Volunteers there when we arrived 

and we remained there for a considerable time on Sunday 

before being marched to Richmond Barrac s , now Keogh 

Barracks . 
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Before the surrender , apart from foot patrol 

activities , the main activitias of the garrison at 

Jacob "s factory during the week consisted of sniping . 

We were heavily sniped from the direction of 

Portobello and our men retaliated by sniping continuously . 

We marched to Richmond Barracks under a strong 

escort on Sunday . There we were put into different 

barrack rooms . I was put into a barrack room on the 

ground floor , and it was very crowded . I do not 

think we got anything to eat that day ,_ but I am not 

quite sure . Either that evening or the following 

morning we: we-re given tins of bully- beef and handed in 

a couple of buckets of tea . '~ e had great difficulty 

in getting out of the room to use the sanitary 

conveniences, and I think improvisations were made in 

the actual room. 

In the room with me were Commandant John 

lvIcDonagh , Major Mc-Bride and , I think , Dick i cKee . 

Phil Shanahan and a number of other Volunteers were 

in that room too . 

I remember John hcDonagh " who was sitting on 

the floor with his back to the wall beside ~ajor 

McBride ,; calling me over and asking me was I hungry . 

I said I was , and he smilingly handed me two tablets ,­

which I ate . They were milk tablets or concentrated 

food tablets . 

I think it, was on the follovling Tuesday that we 

were taken out to the gymnasium and told to sit down 
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on the floor at one side of the room. I saw the 

faces of many old friends , who had evidently been 

locked up in other parts of the barracks . We were 

kept there for several hours with an escort present 

a.nd scrutinised carefully by a number of G- men " many 

of Whom we knew " one famous man being better known to 

us; by number ,; "4-3 "" his official police number " than 

by name . Eventually a number of men were picked out , 

having evidently been pointed out- by the detectives . 

I cannot remember who were picked out , but I think 

from amongst us' some of the men who we re later executed 

were picked out and removed to another part of the 

barracks . Where there was a doubt about identification 

they seemed to select , as im ort~nt , Volunteers who 

were in uniform .. Dick McKee who Vlas sitting 

i mmediately behind me was dressed in full uniform, 

minus a hat " but wearing a civilian overcoat J and was, 

not identified . 

A number of us' were asked our ages , and those who 

were 16 , l7 and 18 years' 01' age were- called out and , 

I understand " were sent home the folloVling day . I was 

not yet 18 but , in s,pite of t he advice of Dick I~lcKee 

and others " I gave, my age as 21. and I was not called 

out . 

Jail Experiences : 

I think it was on the following Wedne sday or 

Thursday evening that we Vlere marched under escort to 
. ~ 

the North Wall, where we we re put aboard a cattl~ , in 

the hold of the vessel . There were armed soldiers 
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posted all over the ship . Each of us had a tin of 

bully- beef and two hard biscuits which had been given 

to us before we left Richmond Barracks . e got to 

Holyhead at about a ~uarter to two in the morning , 

and were lined up and counted on the Station platform. 

ile that was being done our escort were fed by the 

"1f . A .. A. C. S. (British rmy lomen t s uxiliary Corps) 

with hat tea and sandwiches , but the prisoners got 

nothing but were left standing looking at the members 

of the escort eating sandwiches and drinking hot tea . 

They frequently joked and pointed at us in derision . 

We were put aboard trains for various parts of 

the country .. l,'Y eventual destination was YJlutsford 

Jail in Cheshire . We arrived in Knutsford Railway 

Station some time in the early morning , and marched 

into the' yard of Knutsford Jail , where we were checked , 

searched and placed in individual cells . My cell 

was E.2.14. We were in solitary confinement for 

close on thirty days , with the exception of about 

fifteen minutes exercise daily , during which time 

we were kept marching around in circles , six paces 

from each other and not allowed to talk . Vie were not 

allowed to receive letters or parcels ·, nor could we 

send out letters . Newspapers were forbidden . The 

only book in my cell was a copy of the bible . 

The cell e~uipment consisted of three bed- boards , 

some cleaning utensils , a jug of water , a wooden stool; 

no blankets , mattress " sheets or covering of any kind 

were provided . 



T7hen we were being taken out for exercise , the 

order given after our cell doors had be~,n opened was , 

" mnd to your door and face your window . One pace , 

step back , march '1 , which meant that every man had to 

step out of his cell backvvards so that he could not see 

the prisoners on the opposite landing leaving their 

cells . During exercise period rmy N. C. O. s moved 

around watching us and carrying revolvers in their hands . 

During the first couple of weeks we were searched 

four or five times daily in our cells , and it was a co,nmon 

procedure for two or three men to be called out and 

searched while exercising . Tie - pins , pins and clasps 

of every description were confiscated . 

Our underclothing was washed once a fortnight 

in the prison by military prisoners , and we were given 

grey - back shirts to wear' in the meantime . 

During all this time b.lfie Byrne , a Dublin 110- • 

afterwards Lord ~ayor of Dublin , and others were agitating 

about our status , and at about the end of Jay we were 

recognised as prisoners -of-~ar and solitary confinement 

ended . 

From this on , until transferred from Knutsford 

to Frongoch , Nth . ,vales , we were allowed to mix freely 

for approximately l~ hours in the forenoon and an hour 

in the afternoon in the prison grounds . ~ e were also 

allowed to write and receive letters and receive parcels 

and visitors . :Ve were visited by Alfie Byrne , t . P .. , 

Larry Ginnell ,. l . P .. , and many other prominent people .. 



Alfie Byrne supplied us regularly with newspapers and 

food parcels . ( . Ginnell , u • • , was later refused 

admission to the prison but succeeded in getting in to 

see us by giving his name in Irish which , evidently , was 

not recognised by the prison authorities) . 

Before being transferred f'rom Knutsf'ord we were 

each served with a not i ce under egulation 14(b) of' 

the Def'ence of' the Realm Regulations ~ a copy of' hich 

I still have , conf'irming that we were of' hostile 

associations , etc ., etc ., and gi vin6 us the opportunity , 

within seven days of' the date of' receiving t h is notice , 

of' submi tting to the Secretary of' tate any 

rep r esentations against the provisions of' the Order , 

such r epresentations t o be duly considered , etc . 

None of' us , as f'ar as I know , availed of' this regulation . 

About the end of' vlay we were transf'erred to 

Frongoch internment camp in North Y{ales . This camp ,; 

which was buil t round an old distillery and had 

previously been used f'or German prisoners , was d ivided 

into North and South camps . I was placed in the oouth 

Camp .. 

Vfuen I arrived at Frongoch Camp I met many illen who 

had been transf'erred f'rom other prisons . In cha.rge of 

the camp was JingerO "Connell , Seurnas Kavanagh , I1Mo cky li 

Comef'ord etc . There I met Donal 0 Buachalla , 1\ bockyl1, 

Comef'ord (Andy) and Joe O' Connor . Sean T. O'Kelly was 

also there . The camp was surrounded by a double 

barbed wire f'ence which included , we were told , an electric 

live wire I and it via s heavily guarded by sentries in 



elevated posts at various points . The British had 

instructed that a Camp Council was to be formed from 

amongst us and that cookery , cleaning and sanitation 

were to be our own responsibilities . The British 

Camp Commandant and his staff inspected the camp daily ., 

This arrangement brought us all in very close contact , 

and many intimate associations were formed Which 

strengthened in later years our comradesh ip and loyalty . 

It was then I first learned of the I rish 

Republican ~otherhood , Which shortly after being 

released I was allowed to join. I learned more about 

the Volunteer organisation background when in Frongoch 

than I knew up to then" and got s,ome idea of the vis ion 

and spirit, of the movement in meeting and talking with 

many who had been prominent in Sinn Fein , the Gaelic 

League and the Volunteer movement . Irish cla.sses 

were held regularly and some lectures in muske try etc ~ 

fter about a week , being a ualified first - aid 

man " I was asked to do duty in the hospital under the 

civilian doctor and the R • • • -. • C. section in cha ge , 

and this I agreed to do as in the hospital there was a 

number of our own men sick or suffering from gunshot 

wounds . I remained a first r id [",an in Frongoch until 

I was released about the end of August . During this 

time there was a Citizen Army man in the hospital 

Who attempted to commit suicide by cutting his throat 

with a bread- knife , which wa s not sharp enough and he 

only succeeded in inflicting a slight wound . The 

effect of this " how'ever , was that he lost his reason and 

was subsequently removed to an asyllli~ . 
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I remember a clergyman being ap ointed as 

Chaplain to Frongoch Camp . He was an Irishman serving 

with the British forces , and had been , I understand , 

Parish Priest in the Terenure district before being 

appointed as an rmy Chaplain. This gentleman 

appeared in the camp in British uniform and was 

completely boycotted by all the prisoners " in that 

they refused to go to him for Confession , etc . 

subsequently transferred and was replaced by an 

English Chaplain . 

He was 

man . 

The doctor in charge of the hospital was a Welsh 

He was a very decent man and recommended that 

all the- invalids should get special treat! ent , which ha.d ,. 

I unders tood been enjoyed by the German prisoners when 

they were there . This recommendation was turned 

down by the ';1ar Department or the Home Off ice . The 

refusal ]?reyed on the doc.tor ,. s mind , it was sa id ,. 

and he subsequently committed suicide by drowning 

himself in the small river which ran by the bottom of 

the camp " which in the warm weather we used as a swimming 

pool . I was closely associated with this doctor in 

my capac ity as medical orderly " and I must say that 

he was the most s:ympathetic and understanding man 

I met dur'ing imprisonment 0 

IJIy work in the hospital included treatment of the 

British guard in the camp , who attended daily for 

dressings . Parties of our own men from the North Camp 

were paraded on sick parade at the South Camp 

regularly . 



Towards the end of July we were taken in batches 

from Frongoch to London to be interr ogated by a Commission , 

the Chairman of which was Justice Sankey . ~~ party was 

taken by train to London in locked carr i ages with an 

armed Br itish soldier i n each carriage . We were 

brought ac r oss London in an ordinary bus with our 

es cort to andsworth J ail . Dur ing the trip to London 

the guard i n our carriage became quite friendly with us ,. 

and we passed the time enjoying a lecture from h im 

on t he short Lee Enfield rifle . I remember lfie 

Byrne being on a railway station t hrough which we were 

slowly passing , cheering at us and waving his hat . 

e were , I think ~ four or five days in vandsworth 

Ja il , where we were treated as ordinary prisoners subject 

to soli tary confinement " and gi ven a badge with t he 

cell numbe r on it , which we were forced to wear on t he 

lapel of our coats when being marched out for exercise . 

Thi s wa s the usual procedure for the ordinary criminals 

in ~ landsworth ~ t the time . Vie were not allowed t o 

smoke or re caive parcels or letters while t he re , 

and t he food was not only s canty but bad . 

When I was brought before t he Commission I was 

cros s - exami ned for about fifteen mi nutes , being asked 

my age J, which I a gain gave as 21 , what part of Ireland 

I came from , where I was arrested etc . 

We were taken back to Frongoch a t the end of the 

four or five days , but l ater on I was again brought to 

London with another ba tch and lodged in Vandsworth Jail . 

his time I was not brought in front of t he Commission 

but was kept in the jail with the remainder for four 
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or five days , after which we were all brought ba.ck to 

Frongoch again . 

Some time in ugust , 1916 , I was released with a 

batch of other prisoners , and we returned to Dublin via 

Holyhead . I think we were given rations of food when 

we were leaving Frongoch. 

Company Activities 1917- 1918 :· 

Shortly after returning I contacted some of the 

Vo1.unteers in the 2nd Battalion , but as most of them 

we-re still in prison except for keeping in touch 

there was no re-organisation until Christmas 1916 

when the majority were released from prisons and all 

from Frongoch . However , during this period I was 

sworn into the I . R.B. and attended regularly the meetings 

held in 41 , Parnell Square . Ve were usually called 

to these meetings under the title of a football or 

hurling club . I met many members of my own Company 

there - the laters , Lyons ,. the Goulding brothers , 

Andy (Mocky) Comeford and others . I was told on one 

occasion that my father was an I.R . B. member but I am 

not sure if he was . He died at the end of 19l5 

and never made any reference to the Brotherhood , 

although ,as I have already stated , he was well read in 

Irish history and often spoke to me about contemporary 

Irish affairs, and was· keenly interested in the Volunteer 

movement . 

During 1-917 my Company , I1 BIl Company , 2nd Battalion, 

held regular meetings in an emp ty cottage in a laneway 

off I ona Road ., Parades and drills , with general 



military instruction were held there and I attended 

regularly . A man named O"Reilly was in charge of the 

Company then . 'VVhen Tom Hunter was re1.eased he took 

over command of the Company from O"Reilly and. vvas 

subsequently promoted to Battalion Commandant . 

19 . 

No event of military importance ,; as far as I was 

concerned , occurred in 1917 or 1918 . There were t 

however , raids for arms and equipment on residences of 

British .h.rmy personnel. ;le collected a certain amount 

of arms and equipment on these raids . 

Conscription Crisis. : 

While the Compulsory Iilitary Service Act for 

I reland was being discussed in the House of Commons , 

there was a big rush on the part of young men of 

military age to join the Volunteers . ~y Company 

was increased 10010 ,. and I think the same applied to 

all the Compani es of the Battalion and to the Dublin 

Brigade as a whole . 

The new recruits were very well received by the 

older Volunteers ~ and , as far as I remember " some- of 

them went as far as bringing in old guns which they had 

in their possession. We were a bi § scep.tical and 

suspicious of these recruits at the time , but it 

trans~ ired that there was some very good material 

amongst them " and as the struggle for independence 

p.roceeded many of the new men proved outstanding . 

Towards the end of 1918 and at the conclusion 



of the Great ar , many of these recruits fell away , 

but the good men remained with us . 

The Armagh Election : 

20 . 

The South ~rmagh election vas held in February , 

1918 . A group of Volunteers from Dublin , of which I 

was a member , pa~aded under the command of Dick McKee t 

and , arITed with hurleys , travelled to Armagh to act as 

escort to the National candidate , Dr . .1cCartan " and to 

c.ountess ll1arkievic.z who was the principal speaker on 

his behalf . 

We remained in "rmagh for four or five days and 

conducted various forced marches , such as from Newry to 

Newtownhamilton and back. There were minor clashes with 

the Northern police and the Ulster Volunteers , who 

were also there in force and armed with hurleys . 

During this time we were accommodated in an old 

distillery building in Newry where we were fully 

catered for by the election committee . Our candidate 

wa& defeated in the election and we returned to Dublin. 

eizure of pigs : 

Late in February , 1918 , my Company was instructed 

to mobilise in Croke Park on a given morning at 6 a . m. 

under Leo H€nderson. We were told to dress in our 

oldest clothes and to bring sticks to assist in the 

capture of pigs which were being conveyed to the North 

Wall for shipment to England .. We were standing- to in 

Croke Pa.rk until the afternoon of that day , when word 

came that the first con~ignment of pigs had left the 



21 . 

abattoir for the North Nall . e intercepted the pigs 

and seized them near Dorset St . ; e drove them into 

the Corporation yard nearby . 

Arrangements had been made to have two butchers 

in the party ,. and the butchers 1 assis.ted by ourselves , 

proceeded to slaughter the pigs . I n the eantime 

crowds of people gathered outside t he Corporation yard , 

and close on one hundred pol icemen waited for us to 

come out . The policemen knocked at the door to gain 

admittance , but were refused . There was considerable 

excitement in the ne i ghbourhood as the news of the 

capture of the pigs had gone abroad , but in any case 

the noise caused by the screeching and dying pigs could 

be heard a considerable distance away . It must have 

been about four o ' clock in the afternoon when we 

arrived in t he Corporation yard lith t he pigs , and we 

finished slaugh~ring them at about nine o ' clock. 

The offal was removed and lef t to one side ,. and the 

carcases were split . 

The owners of the p igs were contacted by , I t hink " 

Diarmuid Lynch (who was Food Controller for hn D' il) 

and others , and arrangements were made to purchase the 

pigs . The buyers got in touch with the authorities 

and , ~ho , as far as I am aware , stated t hat they we re 

satisfied with the terms . 

The majority of t he police were wit hdrawn , and 

when the horse - lorries arrived t he carcases of the p i gs 

were loaded on them and , escorted by our part , they 

VIe re brought to Donnelly ' s bacon- curing factory near 
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.a:eath Street . There was considerable excitement and 

cheering , and we were followed by crowds across the city . 

I was one of the party that went back from Idea th 

Street to the Corporation yard to collect the ' offal 

which we , in our ignorance , had thought was of no use , 

but we were informed by ' essrs . Donnellys that it was 

almost as important as the carcases . 

I eventually arrived home at about 2 . 30 a . m ~ 

spattered with blood as I had not had time to have a wash . 

My mother 'was rather frightened by my general appearance . 

I recollect my mother and relatives and friends 

of our family subsequently talking amongst themselves 

and referring to the good effect the pig raid had had , 

in that they could now buy bacon in the shops . It 

appeared to be rather plentiful . 

Raid on Collinstown erodrome : 

On the night that Collinstown erodrome was 

raided for arms and ammunition , myself and other memeers 

of my Company patrolle.d the road between hitehall and 

Santry . We were armed . 

Our instructions were not very definite , looking 

back on them. in retrospect ,. but I believe that we were 

to open fire on any lorries containing British troops 

proceeding to or from the city . 

Our patrol duty lasted for a couple of hours , 

but as no British troops passed either way we withdrew .. 
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New arms issued to Company : 

Early in 1920 a consignment of .merican .455 Colt 

automatic weapons were received into the Dublin Brigade 

and were issued as far as they went . 

I was issued with one , with which I was armed for 

the first time in the raid on the Rotunda Rink post office . 

Raids on mails : 

Early in t::t.rch , 1920 , I , with others , as 

instructed by Paddy Daly regarding the details of the 

proposed raid on the Rotunda Rink , Parnell quare , on the 

evening before the date fixed for the raid . 

'e mobilised at t he Rotunda Rink at about eight 

o "clock in the morning , and went to pre - determined 

stations~ my station being a telephone switchboard 

centrally situated in the building . I.J.Y duty was to 

take over the switchboard and prevent any erson using it . 

I was instructed to achieve this as quietly and 

unobtrusively as possible . Other members of our party 

had similar instructions , and we were at our posts and 

in control in a matter of minutes , while the work of 

packing , unpacking and sorting mails was carried on by 

the post office officials , very few of whom had any idea 

that the place was completely held by our ptirty . 

Through inside arrangements the Castle mails , which 

I thinlr we re contained in green- labelled bags , were 

quietly taken from the building , and at the end of about 

ten minutes a whistle was blown and vve quietly left the 

building and went home . The mails were taken to 
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Intelligence headquarters , vherever it was situated at the 

time .. 

second raid was made on the mails in t he Rotunda 

Rink about the middle of July , 1920 . n this occasion 

I was a member of a pa~ty forming a cordon around a 

number of mail c~rs parked outside the main depot on the 

western side of Parnell Square . 

Another section of our party entered the Rink 

depot by sliding down the chutes , and the Castle mails 

were again taken and brought to Intelligence he~dquarters . 

This operation lasted about twenty minutes . 

Our job was to hold up any British lorries , 

escorts or patrols that might be there While the operation 

was being carried out . We were fully armed . 

briefed for this raid by ick Collins personall.)' , who 

addressed us at a mee t ing the evening before the raid 

held in a room in a housa on arnell quare . 

I n subsequent peri ods we carried out several 

other raids on mail vans , on the instructions of the 

Di rector of Intelligence " lick Collins . In each case 

we seized the contents of the vans and brought them to 

Intell igence headquarters . 

There was a subsequent raid on the Rotunda Rink 

Post Office for Castle mails but of a less formal and 

pretentious character than the previous one . This 
. 

raid took place on the western side of the rink and the 

approach or entrance into the actual premises as made 

by a number- of members of the squad , and some ordinary 



volunteers , slj_o ing down the mail bag chute and in that 

way they entered the building and held up the staff and 

collected the bags of mails whose location and labelling 

had been described again , I understand " by llr . Monaghan , 

who was. a enior Offic ial in the Rotunda RiILl{ . The 

entrance wa s covered by the remainder of the s uad . and 

some other volunteers , cordoning off the com lete weste rn 

side of the Square , stopping all traffic and pedestrians . 

The raid lasted , in all , about a half an hour . 

In that evening ts papers there was a considerable 

amount of amusement caused by the description of the 

method of entering adopted by the Volunteers .. It went 

something like this , which was one of the captions : -

It hock for Postmen. Armed I . R. A •. slide down chutes 

instead of bags of mails , and capture Castle mails" . 

treet patrols and attacks on enemy lorries : 

About the month of July , 1920 , I was promoted 1st 

Lieutenant of liB" Company , 2nd Battalion , Dublin Brigade , 

of Which Tommy Kilcoyne vas Captain . I was given charge 

of a platoon. The Whole Company was well organised for 

street patrols and ambushes in the Company area ,. vlhi c-h 

was roughly North Strand , Fairview and Drumcondra Road 

down to North Frederick St . 

~ duty was to take my half Company ~ organise them 

into ~roups of threes and fours and send them out to 

patrol the streets , principally the Drumcondra ROad to 

Dorset t . and to Ballybough . Ahout eight groups of 

threes and fours comprised my latoon . They were armed 

with revolvers of various types and had a limiterl 
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number of grenades . llany of the British lorries plying to 

and fro Collinstown were attacked , some effectively and 

some ineffectively . They were fired on at any rate ~ 

and I always felt that the moral effect was quite good •. 

One one occasion we took out some rifles and sho~guns 

on receiving information from our Intelligence section 

that a particularly important vehicle was to come into 

the city from Collinstown. We took up position in the 

grounds, of the Bishop tI s t'alace . Vie were behind theV'iall . 

This position was very suitable in that the ground was 

high and we would be able to see any lorries going to or 

from Collinstown. e were there for about an hour and 

a half when we fired on a military van and a military 

lorry which were passing , with what result I do not KnOW , 

as they were not knocked out of action but kept going . 

Ne retreated and hid our rifles in the farmyard 

of the Bishop ' s Palace , where we collected them the 

following orning . 

Neit her the Bishop.nor any member of his staff 

knew that we had taken up position in the grounds of the 

palace . We did not ask for permission to use these 

grounds for military purposes . 

There were several engagements of this nature 

while I was with the Company , including the holding up 

of members of the D. l, • • , who were armed viith . 38 

revolvers at that period ,) in order to disarm them. 

Ve succeeded in disarming two on the North trand , one 

of whom resisted and was shot ~n the mouth but was not 

killed . 



~e also carried out regular raids on selected 

houses for arms and collec t ed a number of shot guns and 

a few small arms . 

Belfast Boyc ot t : 

Vhen the Belfast boycott was declared in August , 

1920 , a spec ial Whole time uni t was formed to sabotage all 

goods manufactured in or emanating from Belfast-. This 

unit was composed of men dra¥n from the various Battalions 

of t he Uublin Brigade . On a number of oc casions , with 

s ome members of my Company " I assisted in entering shops 

within ou Battalion area , warni ng the shopkeepers not 

to stock , for instance , Park Drive cigarettes , and on a 

few occasions we a c tually took the stock out of the shop 

and se t fire to it on the roadsi e ~ i milar activity 

was taking place all over the city in connection with 

the Belfast boycott but the whole - time unit concentrated 

daily on intercepting goods at the v~rious rail - heads , 

North vlall , etc . They carried out larger and bigger 

raids and destroyed equi pment . I n this connection 

commercial travellers and others dealing in Belfast goods 

were , I understand , contacted and warned to cease 

dealing in these goods . I n many cases this approach 

met with reasonabl e success , but in many cases travellers 

and t r aders persisted i n dealing in Belfas t goods . 

The various Companies in the city not directly 

connected with the Belfast boycott unit nevertheless 

ass i sted generally where requested . In my particular 

case we arrested on three different occasions three 

traders or travellers dealing with Belfast goods , ~nd held 

them in custody for a number of days until they were 
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subsequently released by our I ntelligence section. 

Before being released they were warned , and promises ere 

extracted from them that they would cease dealing in 

Bellast goods . s far as I know , the warning in these 

three instances was obeyed . I cannot reme Iber who 

these men were " but I do reillember that lle raided a 

house on the North Circular oad , it was near the 

cattle market , and arrested a man. He was apparently a 

very brave man , because he had refused to obey the 

instructions he had received from the Belfast boycott 

unit and practically told them to do their damnedest • 

. In the circumstances we thought that this man mi ght be 

~rmed , and the simple arrest in his house became a well 

planned military ~peration , in that hen raiding the 

house we surrounded it and approached it , I hope , in the 

best military fashion . 

Bloody 3unday : 

On the Friday prior to Bl .oody Sunda my Co pany 

Captain , Tommy Kilcoyne , instructed me to report armed 

dot Baggot St •. bridge on the following uunday morning at , 

I believe , half- past eight ~ and there I would meet Joe 

Leonard in charge of a party consisting or five members 

of my Company , including Jack Stafford ~ Rugo ~c eill , 

vlho was somehow attached to our Company and two or three 

others . I understood fro1:l Tommy Kilcoyne that on this 

particular Sunday a general effort was to be made in 

various parts of the city to liquidate members of the 

British Intelligence Service who resided in private 

houses and hotels throughout the city . 
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I reported as instructed , and our party moved down 

to 92 Lower Baggot t . , where the British agent we were 

interested in was residing . 11e knocked at the hall door , 

which was opened by somebody from upstairs , and entered . 

Our information was that this British agent occupied the 

ground floor flat , which consisted of the back and front 

parlours . : e knocked at the door of the front Jarlour , 

and , receiving no reply " knocked at the back parlour 

door . A.fter some hhmmering on the door it was opened a 

little . It was evident that the occupant of the room 

was very cautious and suspicious because he tried to 

close the door again , but we jammed our feet in it . 

T e fired some shots through the door and burst our way 

in . The two rooms were connected by folding - doors 

and the British agent ran into the front room and 

endeavoured to barricade the door , but some of our party 

had broken in the door of the front room and we all went 

into it . He was in his pyjamas , and ~s he Jas 

attempting to escape by the window he was shot a number 

of times . One of our party on guard outside fired at 

him from outside . The man t s wife was standing in a 

corner of the room and was in a terrified and hysterical 

condition. 

The operation lasted about fifteen minutes . Our 

line of retreat had been planned via the outh Liffey 

Viall and ferry boat to the North Liffey Vlall , and from 

there we were to disperse to our v~rious homes . On our 

way to the outh Wall via jount t . bridge and Grand Canal 

St . we intercepted a British despatch rider on a motor 

cycle and held him up . He was unCir ed and le were 



30 . 

undecided as to what we should do with him. Finally we 

agreed to let him go but to take his motor cycle , and one 

of our party d rove it to the outh I all . 

We arrived at the outh iffey .iall without 

further incident " and vve found the ferry boat waiting . 

Ne reached the North side and dispersed . 

Later in the da I went to Croke Park and was 

present when it was ra.ided by the British. I was beside 

a man who was shot and I was splashed with his blood • 

.iTe Vlere on the top step of a new stand which 'Tas in course 

of construction on the North side of Croke Park " and I 

escaped by jumping over the wall into the back yard of 

one of the houses in Jones ' s Road . I went through the 

house and succeeded in reaching Leech ' s bridge in 

Drumcondra . When I got home I had to clean III clothes , 

which were in a bad condition . 

That night I met members of our Company , and there 

were all sorts of sug~estions for reprisals . ~e were 

very much upset over the Croke Park incident . ~ome of 

us went down to Jervis t . hospital and saw the dea.d 

bod ies ,. but as far as I vIas concerned no action took lace 

that night . 

The Squad : 

A short time after Bloody Sunday I vvas instructed 

to report to a hall in , I think , Oriel St . where we {ere 

in the habit of drilling . There I met , I think , Frank 

Thornton and Bill Tobin with members of other COfD.pani~s 

of 2nd Battalion whom I knew rather well , such as the late 
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Tom Keogh , Jim Slattery , Joe Leonard and some others 

together {lith our Com any Captain (' E ' Company) at the 

time , Tommy Kilcoyne . I was introduced to those 

present and the organisation of the uad explained to me . 

The Squad had been in existence for some time 

before and I was aware of its existence and activities 

in a general way . I believe a principal mover in the 

original Squad was .lick l lacDonald whom I kneW" in 1916 . 

After the organisation was generally explained to me I 

was taken aside by , I thirLk , Thornton and Keogh and 

Slattery and t he function of the quad explained in 

greater detail and its proposed general activities for the 

future . I was informed that I had been selected by 

G. H •• with some others to brin8 the quad up to twelve , 

and they were anxious that I should become a member of 

it . I was , however , given the option of refusing to 

join. During this discussion it vas explained to me 

that my background had been very carefully examined and 

that they knew all about me and would be very anxious to 

have me . They added , however , that I would have to make 

myself available whole - time and give up any activities or 

work on which I was engaged ; that I would not receive any 

salary or wages but a small subsistence allowance which 

would , t hey said~ be enough to pay rrw bOard and lodgings , 

so to speak. This point was referred to a number of 

times and the fact that no salary or wages would be paid 

was emphas,ised . I t was also e:xp lained to me the. t if I 

became a member it would mean that I could stay no 

longer a t home and that I should be fully available at 

all times for the Squad activities . I was informed 
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tha t my membership ·wuld no I bring the .:.>quad up to a total 

of twelve . I understood at that time ~ and confirmed it 

at a later date , that the senior members of the Squad were -

Paddy Daly in charge , Tom Keogh and Ji Slattery . 

While the quad of twelve ~ I was informed , would operate 

as a unit , instructions for operations were to be taken 

that time from either P . Daly , Tom Keogh or Jim 31attery , 

or directly from . H. Q. Intelligence . I t was clearly 

pointed out to me how the quad which , working in close 

co - operation with the I ntelligence Section , not only 

carried out operations but received direct instructions 

through the Intelligence Department from G. H • • , and that 

Michael Collins MiS the Director of I ntelligence . I 

as'ked for a description of what type of operations would 

be carried out and how they were planned etc ., and I was give. 

a general outline with reference to some previous 

operations as practical examples . 

I was also informed ·that the quad was made up 

from selected Volunteers from various Companies in the 

Dubl·in Brigade. I agreed to join the Squad and cdrry 

out all instructions to the best of my ability . I met 

the remainder of the Squad shortly after- that - I believe 

in 100 , Seville Place. There I met the following : -

Tom Keogh , Jim Sla ttery " Frank Bolster , .ick {enned , 

Eddie Byrne , Vinie Byrne , addy Daly , Joe Leonard , Ben 

yrne , J . Conroyand • Jriff i n . I also met. Pat IcCrae 

Who was attached to the quad in the capacity of driver , 

Charlie Dalton ~ Charlie Byrne , Fraru{ Saurin t Ned Kelleher 

and other members of the Intelligence taff . 

From then on the newly formed S uad met daily as 
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a unit in various parts of the c ity ~ especially at 100 , 

eville Place . "ve h8.d our own arillS I ' dump off Jorth 

Great Charles St . near ,Iountjoy Square where were also 

kept one or two cars known as 3quad cars . TheBe 'Were 

cars that had been ca tured from tile enemy and inclu ed 

a uper/Six Hudson which had been the property of the 

British Under 'ecretary , mr . Cope . rom t.1ese 

centres we moved out to conduct opera tions as 

instructed froln G . H ... " ... I ntelligence . ,lany operations 

consisted of searching the city as directed by the 

I ntelligence Section for single or small enemy units 

Whi ch We did not always contact and engage .. t this 

time G. H •• I ntell i gence 'Nas located , I believe , in 
IJ I'i t- I t: tv ~. 

Fownes ot .. and short ly afterv.lards moved to the ,.. t 

Concert Rooms ~ Pearse St . Paddy Daly and Jim . lattery 

usually acted as senior members of the 'quad and were 

frequently called to G. H. ' .. I ntelli gence where they 

received instr uctions which they transmitted to us , 

or on other oc casions the I ntelli gence Officers such 

as Frank Thornton ~ Liam Tobin , Frar~ aurin , Ned 

Kelle-her , J oe Dolan 0 others brought the instructions 

directl to the I quad at its meeting place • 

7/hile the main function of t he uad HiS the 

elimination of enemy agents and spies it was , nevertheless , 

very active in general raids , arrests of suspected 

spies for interrogation by G. H. .. and attacks on the 

enemy " even to the extent of inter upting the ration 

supplies to Dublin Castle and other Military barro.c~s , 

also with raids on the North Wall for arms and general 
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military equipment . We were also asked to assist 

in i mportant attacks planned by various Companies . 

Commandant Tommy Ennis (deceased) of the 2nd Battalion , 

was a c·lerk in the Goods ection of the L .. ~l . S . Goods 

Depot at the North -Hall and usually organised raids 

through his companies in the Battalion , or the quad , 

when he believed there was useful military stores , 

ammunition , etc r consigned to th& enemy arriving at the 

North '-~all . On one such occasion , acting on the 

information received from TOllliilY Ennis , Vie staged a raid 

and confiscated a very heavy case vlhich we thought 

contained .45 revolvers . lie thought we would never 

get it to our depot to have it opened up . Ylhen we 

did open it we fOUl;ld , to our amazement and disgust , 

that it only contained handcuffs . 

At the L. 1, . S .. Hotel , North t all , there was a 

permanent military guard and this was attacked one 

morning vlith rifle and revolver fire during which " 

I believe , one member of "E" Company , 2nd Battalion , 

was shot dead . I vias not en8aged in this operation 

but I am aware that it was organised com.pletely by 

Cor:rrnandant TOIn11.tY Ennis .. 

I was still 1st Lieutenant of my Compan ("B" 

Company , 2nd Battalion) and attending parades fairly 

regularly " taking out patrols or raiding houses for e:..rms , 

shot guns etc . llith other menbers of the .3 uad , I 

received instructions from CI . H • • to keep aVlaY , and 

if necessary to resign , from the Volunteer Com anies , 

Which ~le did .. This had a peculiar re<::1.ction in that 

many old membe·rs and neVl members of my Company , who 



were not aware of my permanent whole - time position with 
I 

G .. H ~ .. , believed that I had left the organisation and 

shortly after the Free State was founded I WaS openly 

accused of desertion on a few occasions . 

The usual method of allocating men to carry out 

an execution of an enemy agent was for the leader of the 

Squad , Paddy Daly or Jim lattery , to nominate tlO men 
.. .... In "urn .. This was adhered to very rigidly . This did 

not mean that two men went forth to carry out the 

execution as the Squad ,. at full strength , was ,alvvays 

present at every execution and it worked in this fashion . 

The I ntelligence Officer or Officers instructed to 

identify and point out the individual did so in a very 

direct fashion , usually by actually speaking to him and 

then pointing to him by a pre - arranged signal ~ The 

two members of the Squad detailed to carry out the actual 

shooting on receiving the Signal usually waited apart 

from the remainder and walked towards the person and 

carried out the execution Which , in the majority of 

cases , took place on main public streets ., The reruainder 

of t he Squad , fully armed , were usually within fifty 

yards of the scene and at the time of the execution 

s'tepped on to the public streets , very often with guns 

drawn to protect and ensure the line of retreat for the 

two men who had been engaged on the shoot ing •. In some 

cases it was usual to have a car in the next street to 

expedite the getaway but in very many cases the getaway 

was made on foot .. Having temporary dumps on both sides 

of the city ( there was one in a stable at the rere of a 
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house in Fitzwilliam Place) it was usually possible to 

dispose of the guns and proceed across the city 

normally . I should ment i 'on that all of' us carried 

fi ctitious papers of one sort or another not particularly 

organised by G. H •• although it was originally 

suggested by them . Each man was left to his oV'Tn 

devices to have whatever paper or story to suit himself 

and thus enable him to answer uestions without 

hesitation if held up by the enemy and searched . It 

was no uncommon thing for the members of the S uad , 

having safely disposed of their guns , to be held up 

by the enemy advl:incing on the site of a recent 

execution. I was held up on several such occasions 

and I posed as a house - painter . I had a lot of house ­

pa i nters ' old Union cards and a few letters addressed 

t o me as "T. Smith ll . I knew a lot of people in the 

house - building and painting l i ne , as my fathe r was a 

small building contractor , and I found it easy , i f 

cross - examined , to discuss and explain my assumed trade 

in detail . Another member of t he "quad was a cabinet 

L.1l8.ker , and Charlie Dal ton , I ntelligence Officer , who 

had been a clerk , posed as a law student . 

Peter Doran - Spy : 

The S uad had information from G . H . ~ . Intelligence 

that the head porter in the \i icklow Hotel by the name 

of Peter Doran was giv ing information to the Castle 

authorities and that i t had been dec i ded t o eliminate 

h i m .. Two attempts were made to get thi s man . On 

the first occasion he did not appear and the second 

attempt was on the following day , the 28th January , 1921. 



. -0 of us were det iled to carry out the shooting and 

the remainder of the. Squad to accompany us to secure our 

getaway . s, usual we were given a rough description 

of Doran . Charlie Dalton of G. H •• Intelligence was 

detailed to accompany the S uad , point him out and give 

the signal which was the waving of a handkerchief when 

Doran appeared at the door of the hotel . On the de. 

in question we. went up to icklow St . and took up a 

stand close to the main entrance to the hotel and waited 

for Doran to ap ear and the signal from D&lton . It was 

a very quiet afternoon and after about a half an hour ' s 

waiting , as far as I can remember , Doran or a man like 

him came out of the hotel and turned towards Grafton .3t . 

~e i mmediately got the' signal from Dalton , which WaS 

promptly and clearly given , ~nd we carried out the . 
alimination close to the corner of Grafton St . de then 

withdrew in the opposite direction down towards Exchequer 

St . There were no immediate reactions from the 

shooting beyond the usual shouting and so~e screaming 

from people shopping and window gazing . 

On another occasion we arrested a suspected spy 

in Vl icklow '"' t •. on the afternoon of a day "\i-hen the 

street was very crowded . Paddy elle er , Intelligence 

Officer , pointed out the man . Ne had a squad car 

nearby and took the man away in it , the intention being 

to bring him qutside the city and exec·ute him . . H. 1"'\ • 

didn t t want him executed in ,licklow St . and , in any case , 

s0llle interrogation was necessary as there was some 

doubt about him . So Faddy Kelleher sat in the back of' 

the car and questioned the man closely , as e. result of' 

Wh ich he reported bac· to the Ant ient Concert Rooms 
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(Intelligence Department) while we waited in a side street 

with the prisoner . Later we released this man as , 

it seems , his answers etc . were satisfactory . 

On this job there were only myself , two members 

of t he Squad and Paddy Kelleher . 

John Ryan End mur der of McKee , Clancy and Clune : 

John Ryan was a British military policeman and 

was a brother of Mrs . Becky Cooper of Corporation St . 

who ran a shebeen which was a favourite haunt of many 

of the British - Tans , Auxiliaries and rmy . It was 

known through G. H. • Intell i gence that Ryan was 

responsible for the arrest and subse uent murder of Dick 

IvlcKee , Peadar Clancy and Clune vvho , by the way , were in 

hiding from the enemy in the vicinity of the Gloucester 

Diam.ond very near to Becky Cooper rs lace . The' uad 

were told off to have this man executed and as usual an 

Intelligence Officer was appointed to identify him. 

In this case it was Paddy Kennedy . Before the two 

men were detailed to carry out the execution I asked to 

be allowed to take part in it as I felt very keenly 

about the murder of Dick ·:cKee wno was a great friend 

of mine with whom I fought in 1916 and served subse uently 

with him in tl1.e 2nd Battalion. Iy re uest was 

granted and the second man instructed to accompany me 

was Eddie yrne , now deceased . bout 1.0 . 30 o ' clock 

on the morning of the 5th February , 1921 , our I ntelligence 

Officer located ran in Hynes ' s public house at the 

corner of Old Gloucester Place and Corporation St . 

vVe entered the public house with the Intelligence Officer 
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and I saw Ryan star;.ding facing the counter reading a 

nevlspaper and he ViaS identified by the Intelligence Officer . 

Before do i ng the job we held him up and searched him 

but he had no guns or papers on him . I think we suid , 

"You are Ryantl , and I think he re joined , "Yes , and what 

about it ll or words to that effect . ';-ith that we shot 

him . I have an idea that the chap behind the counter 

was one of our Intelligence Officers ' contacts as he 

made h i mself very scarce when we entered . .le left the 

place then and proceeded to;ards the Gloucester Diamond 

and as usual the remainder of the Squad ere following 

up to cover our retreat .. e went bacli: to the uad 

dump which was in a stable off North Great Charles t . 

near IVlountjoy Square and that concluded the op.eration 

as far as we were concerned o 

In this dump at Charles St . were a number of cars 

Which were being looked after by one Paddy Kelly who 

used to act oc caSionally as a Squad or general G .H . ~ . 

driver and he vas -tuning up one- of the cars . These 

cars were i nvariably c ptured from the Brit ish and the 

particular one on IVhich he vias orking as a i:>U er oix 

Hudson 'which had recentl been capt.ul'ed from the Under-

ecretary , Dublin Castle . 

When leaving the site of the shooting at Gloucester 

Place we had some inforlJ1ation that a atrol of Auxiliaries 

were somewhere in the district and this was subsequently 

proved to be right as the patrol traced our line of 

retreat to this garage o£f Charles t . and proceeded to 

cordon off the lane and search some garages . In one of 

these they found Paddy Kelly but fortunately for us 
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they did not come across our ma i n dump . From a report 

made to us by Paddy Kelly subsequently they were evidently 

susp i c'ous of h i m as they cross - examined h i m at length 

and finally gave hilh a hiding but they did not suc ceed 

in getting information then . 

-ttempted Trap Ambush at Seville Place : 

The Squad and sub- sections of the 2nd Battalion 

were engaged in preparing a t r ap ambush for the Brit.ish 

at Seville Place . The Squad meeting pl ace was at 1 0 , 

Seville Place whi ch was rented or owned by the ~t . 

Lo.urence 0 ' Toole t s Football Club and this VlEJ.S made the 

focal point for the trap ambush , the idea being to have 

a message conveyed to Dublin Castle giving information 

regarding a gathering of important I . R. A. men at this 

point , hoping that the British would plan to raid it and 

our intention WC1.S to a bush the IL: and attack tllem, vlhen 

they came Very elaborate arrangements had been made 

and certain sections of the railway including the main 

signal boxes at Amiens t ., ruld the sentry boxes further 

down the line , were control led by our men . They had 

very heavy stocks of grenades , iL1provised bombs and a 

nuwber of rifles , shot guns etc . These men were 

scattered on the railwa b1"idge which crosses eville 

Place and i n positions on the bridge immediately in· front 

and at the rear of 100 , Seville Place . In addition 

we ba1"ricaded certain parts of t ne interior of 100 , 

Seville Place giving the im~ression of occupation . 

OtherHise the house was completely enpt . I n 

addition to the arrdngements at the railwo,y . re also had 

outposts at one or two oints along the North Strand 



2nd at the A ex of the Triangle v.,;-hich at that time , and 

I think is now I the remises of l,lessrs e. "1 . & S . Gilbey . 

This latter house was taken over completely and two or 

three members of the Squad with some Battalion and 

Company Volunteers armed with rifles took up these posit:Lons o-

I was in charge of this outpost . I understand that 

the message was conveyed to the Castle by one of our men 

but no raid took place at Seville Place and the whole 

arrangements had to be abandoned . . ; e had a few tense 

moments , believing that our plans had succeeded t when 

we heard the sowld of shots from the direction of the 

North Strand , near Seville lace just as we were 

evacuating our pasitions . These turned out to be from 

a flying attack by some other party of our men on a 

passing military vehicle which had no connection 

whatsoever vlith the eville Place trap ambush . 

Tbe re was an uneasy feeling amongst us that the 

bogus message had not been conveyed correctly d t 
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ce 
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g te . ~ore 1,' it apr n. r 'ter oon 
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1 o~cloc curfe~ ate ti t e district las 
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appare tly ei g trolled b t ig a rol of 

uxiliar ie s • I g t into 35 l"-O tjo 'quare hi W's 

the home ol ""'red chwep e , fl 0 V S a 1916 ma a d a 

ection Leader i 

a d ver sa 

o 

here v~as ui ders j' rd i1 

El. ope 

rear of 

his ou e , tn r rty 0 eeg' ' '0 S l a 1 a on 0 

ngine rs . who as a m mber OI' our 3rd 

itting i tie hous 

on of our nt llig 

occupi d t ro t 

was 

err' ed wus add ~e ed, 

f icers . Th 'chwe amily 

bac t is house w ie 

wa ,pr tty jaded w 

arriv d a f 1 as e v ry uic lyon sofr. i th 

front par our . vre t to sl e fully dres ed wit m 

gu s on t e sofa b side e . Paddy ~e ed lay on 

sin61e bed i the sa~e room a ill . 1 first recoll ction 

a.fter fIling asleep i t at s being y;;,: d across 

the oor d I believed I wa dre' ing. hen "found 

I E:l.S su roun ed by uxiIiaries I. i th guns ointin t.u1e . 

I 'f' still half a5 eep but thi' fel t 0 gur s 

n disc vered di tt 

concluded t t they had 

thi la t e d . h 

swe r ng an r ish 

on an uxiliary ca a 

i:ive a d te 

e f ulld on IT a1 d I tough t 

rd loud's outi' g, cur g Cl. d 

fi'ce Ca ' in. t i he nad 

ilitdry tu ie . He W' s 

li ping and stuck his ead i to ace c.. d t 

a aze ent it wa~ Ho py Hc:..rd. he s k 0 se ' g -ard 

apart from my predicC::l.m r t) a ter th quad s arching t e 

whol ity for hi in vain r clos on 10 hours ,as ruo t 

upsett' gad r all fe t that not only ad t ey fou 

my gu s butt la t t e kn \f had been looki" g f ard • 

.tit this ti e hdd no i ea of tn reason for t e raid • 



(1 
.,/ . 

he ro .L... ,-, l ..... rc::- '-'rdd 

a Ll il s e t. I n thi room l1ere 7r d, hi 'e 

, nd a b t h r . ret;l.3t a J ve 0 g c' 'ldrar.. , 

includi P' ;lDe w o wa Q. ea old . 0 

r n ign o.dd l\. r. -l bd 

dd .no aKe ' 5 e 

r'ng to ut c 0 !les. 

i::l.. using us a d us'ng st 

lc.mgu g n r~e ITer large 

ortrai s' of t 18 9 6 leo.o er;:; , ao.rs , ~ac onag 1 e c ., 

n a t en ardy v ula oi t a hese 

ic ure an re 'er e leaders i o jec e 

e ey le t s ~d t:!d i e I '1 

deaJ. 'ng a ill (;4 bout 'J. e;.y". 

ill 1 \, r ~ul c· urage 

-, .J:i'rt:!d d, v 11 i miast 0 .. i exciteillert 

vv' S calml aCing i sho s ti rd 

d cr tLe ol91S le d rs u f'l 11 languag , d eVt::;; 1 

t h e iliarie ~I ere aoll aro ' d , hr ... d T" it guns 

and t e vJhol a tlll0 ... Cr.. vc " t - lS red u 

t Oh. .. is ut ov. "ro t e crw.ir c:l.llU ood u loo~ ... 'l .. g 

Har i t e dC aI Sb. 11 0 jec • 

.... u uu using, t .Lis la g a g t e , 
1 .l~ 

a d c ildre...Ll11 IOUg r t Cl. t is ~ a 

th en a s ard -ad a tr'de gun 

bu st led ta.yed lOOK' S C ds ; 

t 1 t rned roun an sat do ro o J. , 

CO fl aI"d.. i e iet ' 1 J bege.. rla a et i .l • 

b.:3 ed ; 0 Id . 1lad C clud-d 

tile.. t SOIJ.le o J 0 er' m g wd 

om W' a r c 0 eO. tll \, 10:.- 'i Cu.lll ... t h 



rOOhl., t sQur 0 ' t e CJ.V 

oc aid s l ' r d h 

was h for ' 'Cl. er olidays fro clcot tin .' 

u 45 e'rs 0 dg and at t i i e t 2 

an they re rk on 11 di p ri i o.ge I, n • 

old re ere ot er r er a i t rand 

yo ges .. y c os::; - xb.illi d d b. d e 

confir is . t i ge s . Schv e pe ho wa ill. 

d nursi g th ega o fCJ..il 11 t . ..:Jur ou on P 

t e o 1 10 e 0 hol' ay" . :J.V 11 uc...ll,y 

bot o~ us out dld ' u~t rel1le 

t ey ' t s arc d as ad e 

i ch eys 0 c r d d e ey n c 

o ur i ll t. uts'd e CJ. d or yer 

t cl e t CJ. t 

re lai er hCJ.d g ... d '" r 

wa i i gone 0 the d cig r t Cl. d 

seemed to loo i a rCJ. t r 

h...!OT T1 • vv e were ut o t der 

surr unlled "riv Ju li 1 • 

th ~v Y not i ced at e ~ ;as alar e Co a y 0 

soldiers i ~ountjo S U1:I.rE! , an "t as a· int?; . 

succee ed' g ti grid 0 t a s ~ i c 1£ ys 0 

e of Le g on or t.f n 

t e loor of c... • ter t '1 v, r b.c:r~ d th 

Cb. 11he ' l re el1l r dr e 11:1. t on' on t s f 

.re 1 r t 

int on t 1 nte t l...O, r Cc....stle 

rd w i un e o 'f' i eia 

oom re Wd n 

i edia t y beg'-...r s re us . d ot g a doll 
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on me ut re anJ 1 s If g t e. gr a sWot 

on a ig table i t is r 0& a larg il 0 small ~r~s 

1 aillill ition o~ o.ll d scri tion • o our .- o.~EHll t 

e recog ised os 0 t e oquad armour • her .o.S 

ig Auxilio.r i t r • .1 e d u 

oro. e .~eIl 0.11 wa.vi g cl 

Ci;l.. led s m i' knev, a g a ou - this 

feapon .. t was uite e y f r me to retend to e 

rea fright ned bec u e s iculo.r ora llwn lfli::iS 

o e \ hic I kne\ ,as very rick uns f' it see ed 

to be lOO-ded . veltua IJ br ug t us t 

v other 

t. • 

do r 

lil1. 

s und' g 

lc..r red Id ill (:).t i 

daug r Cl. ,. W s e urd the c ming and 

u sti g i t 1 r ran 'nt r OIL. an t J: 

gu . Cl. ammunition 0 d h' so \ih r o.Il' Wo.rI d 

Po. .L~~u,~dy w 0 succ d d . c\':.I..p ' ... g r ill t a.r 0 

the hous • ~'-i::i.s so dog tired ver ec...rd t 1 

c ot i on '~e. h d t iJJl8 0 - 'le.. n l11e . 

The r id on 35 110unt'o c....r , 
orlli d trl bdSi 

for ued. 0 ' i.:l.se 's d.y It h uha-dow of a- Il ou 

,ill .1.0' ice t b. descril) ion or .... e livin6 arters \J 

0 " t1t~ 'cbw pe , agr ~ a J.. . it. 

t st, fS etti is 0 tnis u li:i • 



.a .:;;. 'ev, i lt~:' oge.. i ont> i n t .I. Cas le , 

s r u.d'ng 0 er tLree r f ur ay s, '!l rer<::: r ';;ll.oved by 

.ar liJ. 1 0 r handc J'.fed .i r , to ~r 0 r Hill ~ r'son . 

he r ison " a s Cl. pd.r~ t l v~ry overc "'rd d 

l odged t" o i n ce 1 , r e d c w pn c.... .1.(. J.! se l .... v ing 

pl aced i th alli ct: .l. l . on' itions ge ~ all n t L 

pr i s o , p~rticularly Tivh two i on c ~ 1 , ~rl t Le r ' gid 

d is i-line , We"e v eT' e u.rra. ss S as f r o 1 c.p r oximat el' 

~ OIC 0 ~ eU. c d~y unt'l ~ ou t 11 th~ 'llo~ 'ng d~ ,e 

were not cl. l o vl d to I t.; c..,v '" u,,", C .Llt:. t v i s' t a.Idtu. J 

c onv .l._i r cs • 

n t e l u. .d 'n6 opposite t the on i n "'11i our 

e l "as , tl e T'd Gp c.. rE...d t b onl one risone r w 10 V;'CJ. S 

a lowed 0 t t x(,;! ci e on r,ue C r -. 'dor 

1.... ld t ll' s pr i s ne r I sub que tly 8i:lrn d vas l~cd l.J oy • 

.aT' our nil 1 .... ;as 

L . a d i ti n.Co being used as a ris n l' r politica 

pris oners , ut th swee nb '" 11 o c orr ors , 

e c. ~ere ca r ried 0 

3uc cee~ed ' n r a ':".1.6 L. messa e conve.{;,.;d by n of' t .. ~se 

h " as e;oing 0 t i n a fe dd. ;:, , co :le a d 

T,y b. 
. 

s e ell-cly -C8 -::' S0111e J.a.d il i 1...1c su 0 a 

t o., ... ca. 1 d ",Oa il 'c c.La .~ .. 11 -chi .Le lJer 

0 w.y .f l811U::> tr a 'J.aC oee C1rr ' ted v1 e eVi 

0 l'i ay S'La.Le" .. Cl.;:, Cl.ys i c t lu£.I.d 

a.l I.l ,foul lley ::iU J:1 r t 1 is s cl. e.IJ..8 t . .11 

a.l-' eCl.r d V Ii:: beel 0 1 v ibll ill V ill./ ..,; a.I' 

bu my 1- 0 i i n u C1 Cl. e e as illd. a d ing 

u de r t e Cl. ille 0 c n"e · e •• b.S Cl. " rai~ 



et any oIDent would be ' entifi d \l ith t uad, so 

too~ a Cl~ ce ads t tne le trout . "n e ris~ 

'Ias full justif i d i.i - oout 

wa t::ceived £'r ID l'r' nds in ucotli::..I d, t!1roug t 1 

over11.0 . tile jail, be~ ail' ng t e -'eict la. 1: .... d beel 

unf tund e 0 ' lave e Cl. re.,ted th Good r'de:.. 

l.::lo rni g vf i tHin :.:1 r ,,'. hours l' ha 19 eirrived or: h ol' clay 

in cotland • 

. e were a Im. ed t 

think or <:::'1 hour i the Cl. ;::r 0011 , v, it t -le er 

oliticei prisoners or ex rcise . my irs dei's 

exercise Fred 'ch" ppe got int tne yard before e ld 

i:... Y prison r 10 he t ought kne\; me , J. succeeded in 

,1 3 to be Y...Dov.n 8. ichu.el ucn,ep;e . 

fa a g od recaution cause t 'l 8r.3 

I saw ;i his fClc very Cldl ea. e ' .I. up \iiaS 0lliLL.J ega 

and his fd t er , cl v ry 01 ~d - , \; 1 ., er t:Le o 

)5, uountjoy ~ uare all ha a b'uilding ard " 1:, t h rer .. 

ey ad bot be o.rre ted Cl 1 ra tLcr c::.dly bt::Ci t n . 

o li::..Ve r ~dy sta tc-d , v'l' s - ' 1 of "i 

in the 3.rd atta ion r) r d a 

s me e gine ring e uipm t . s cap tured in he yard . 

I ,as in ~ our il for p r 1 0 e ulO t , 

duri g.mi lidS interroga t d t -, ice ~ orought re 

identi i ation p' rude on two oc as'ons. his par' de 

i n is ' ay _ 1 g ca lVdS scr er was 

outstretcr ed across t le 01'.1.1. r of t he uadrangle i t 

~oles cut her an tl re, a ehind t is scr el 

in ividuals pe r d tlrougl a a prison r , i tkis c~ e 

.!Ir sel , ,:1 0 was instructed ' .. a.L up Cl. Id dOT'T! , t r 

round , sta.nd , ld d vv ,sPt::i::...k. , tc . It\;;; !. d no c .. novv t::d6 

o tL eople b in tl is curtai c pt to heo:r tne 
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vni })8 ' . lese CCd io t;; llCl. 1 rCl. g ,;d.b 

empti <.:I.ll he ull: 0 tll 1 ris r.3 "ere us ed to 

t .Le ceIDeter -,lh i h "as a a 1 d-o.d' rc 0 ure cl. tl1 aC~1.. 

t;;l 
o -, 

I";; '"' 'rst 'n onl iill v a 

usned L t .l.ere rem robe "Cl.l' ineS 

i::1l11az.em t r col e ti 19 loo 1::'-
0 a.t le grc.l. e .I. I t 1 rlli 

o 1 r of 1 ID Jer lL.ar I.. d .Le 0 Cl.gl1 r P drSe v 

Cl. ' et;:n e ecuted in 1915 •. a t tl t'fu 0 ! I";; 

gr ves bei g red t e -,Iere 0 t::r i::1ilil,.; 1 ..... -r;1";; 

or the g Thit> \, a. a grCl.veya d . re e d1 IUa. • J. 

0 ic 8- 0 .L de t ' !le 19 6 1 a.der i Oil 

d historic e 

, h' e it - s ot t e ro.c ic to 1.' ea.c l 

P 1so er brougnt for ide ti ica-r;ion , do 0 mov in 

was se cted , but hav tne im res::.ion tl at "spot cr ec -51 

ere made , c:..i i so e " y 1, aS se ec te rl";;c 1 cct 

ha 0110 i g tile recei tot 1 tt r i :is ii 

"cotlo. a v ce 0" ,tI'red \.e1-'-e , eS red 

8 ove nor or i te e .;s ucc ded big 

r im on or tlrt;;8 0 Cd ion , on c 

rt;:iterdted the ta~.8 t tna.t had e'l 

oc ltl o.I'r ted 'le on j J. C la.nd , c . , 

a rnap he m-y Cl.V ug r id 1 t 'fi c' 1 11 t; 

a otl er r crution. VVo.s ve 1tual re el:.. ed 

as 11..i Chli P e , t t le " h-r o· y 0. 

e g.3.n ,. l1i e o· l\. gd. ,cl. n Ua 1 tr'ed 

sente iced t t thinkJ t r e r ur Cl. 

t'-'l 
e ieve he dctudl d' a ou / nontLs 0 t 1 s . 

red ' chHe J) along I: ith many thers \ as i t w t e 

Currag • 



c p ure 01' a 

Wa;;; r eCl.sed in t ~e a 't rnoon v'h i 11 ,~' s , tui 

on b. u Sr1c:.. , but did no r<.Jpor aC.h. t the IJ ad unt'l 

hursddY . t i ery i t~resting <ill oftc-n u.zzle.:> ..Lie 

tl 0. 01 1 2..6 o ~ the do. 0 y r aSe- w. lOfue:: .. us 

rai ed ~ 'ldS no th re stayed Vv i h S me l iend 

ot v ry far ~J y bon raia ta.rl:.i 0' 1Cl.ce . 0 

tninJ. it vi'as tl is rompt-d re ke p a.,ay Er .ul t 

bquad t ~ 1101"" i IS du.y . Oil ver , on hur::iday 

reported tour ",r a. org~ ~or ad ' s , k bey t . 

At t is tiJ.lle t e etails of t1e attempt on th 

i.l.'; i CllS,:, d , an essent·· 1 

fea ure 0 t is bei g the capGur~ of ~ Cl.rillOU ed c · r 

0hic ch~l d to t e D 11 db~ttoir dc:..i y to 011 ct 

eat su pies for 1. ilital' barra.cl.. in t e ci.t • 

c1el Colli OillL ~ ... i , Var oUv nte i~ nc 

f'i rs , 0 o t e quad \' T re; bacn. i:... ;: r .. urd . itO 

uor lLnd "s , discus . g tu' roject Cl. 1 it .as decide::d 

to ·aL\. re Cl.tc 11 t 01.1. r 'do-y . .e cl:eillc .. i:i ou ::'i 

to us y Collil s , ilur1 g 71h i il he cr ::5 - XuIi ir_~d 

ho.r ie Je on on oints in c nnecti 1 tIe 10 u.t.i.on 

0" t1 C' r . gc...t r .L.... ue... Dal on had 

first reported th pos ibil"ty 0 c~p ur g hi Ca bn 

subse ue tly it p oved t te c rrect . 

h~ quad ~er d tailed for t.e vario's positio:s 'he 

c ptu L- 0 t. e armoured car . p,-,cky ri fill 8.n Chu.r1iv 

!)a ton dere ta e up a ositio~ tbe:: lOUS 0 

'li if' 10 was t 1 uperinteIld ut 01 t .e .... bd toir • 

(: J. ,'110.)e 0 se over 00 ed le:: m. in ~n re... C.::l a,L 0. gr und • 

jo as to serve the:: a 111 ured Cdl' , a i <:11 



ne C 8, ' e.L' 

le d d.dg 

il i Jog . 

,la thCl .. e 

cre,. ver' i si 

le Cdl' C .w.p1e e.i .. e nt;; , 

b. O..l...l. in 18 1..L 1.'100 

r r lC 

a t;; 1 t e car Cl Cl11 

e C d ib 1 e 

0 ne turre 1 S , 't \ ,(:l.S 85::> ntid.l Lld 

" e u.:J..d 1 t Iili:l. e he empt Ul.lti 1 C e,1 le.l 

car C' • d .t ' cCrC:ie , Il n Jd c side ed 

c c Cln " 1 ri er , . / Cl. e ec 8 ollins 

he Cdr . to his 1d. Oill8 cd i g as Ci dri 

cl1 i1 .(act c.d been taught to ri t;; D Clt Clc "' rd 

5 • 

J.' 

1., '1 

ot 1 

e 

ur 

dr 

r 

,.as se ecteri C:i::> at I s cl sh,te:s t . Other members of 

the Squad were deta i led for gate duty to cover the 

slaughter houses and to engage any member of the crew of 

the armoured car they met . Ivlembers of the Squad were 

nominated to form the crew of the car - driver , assistant 

driver , machine - gunner , assistant gunner and one other , 

a total of five . These five were instructed to be 

dressed in blue dungarees and a belt , with holsters under 

our overcoats so that we would look like Corporation men 

entering the abattoir and if ,re succeeded in seizing the 

car'" t he idea was to throw off our overcoats and take 

the khaki caps. from the B i tish creVl t put our guns in 

our holsters openly and look as much as possible like 

the crew of an armoured car .. 

About ID . 30 on Friday morning we met at tughrim 

t . and stood about waiting for the drawing down of t he 

blind in Lynch ~ s house , the Signal from Dalton , which was 

to indicate that the crew had got out of the c-ar . iie 

waited about for approximately 45 minutes but on failing 



to get the signal we were instructed by Padd Daly , who 

was in charge of the party , to report back to our 

headquarters . le were instructed to make the attempt 

again on the following daY t aturdaY l and again at half 

past ten we were in Aughrim St . fter about 10 minutes 

waiting the s,ignal was given by Dalton and we moved into 

the abattoir . Our party moved into their allotted 

positions . [yself and Paddy acCr1:1.e went immediately 

to the armoured car . Just as we retlched it a member of 

the crew came round from behind it .. We held him up , 

disarmed him and brought him to the front of the car , 

asked him what his job in the car was . He told us he 

was the driver . Both Paddy Il!l.cCrae and myself could drive 

most cars but we had had no experience of a British 

armoured car . We had taken the precaution of bringing 

an electric torch and while I kept my eye on the driver 

Paddy had a good look inside . We decided on the spot 

that we would make the young Army chap start the car . 

Th1s man appeared to be almost in a state of collapse with 

fear . I remember distinctly speaking to him as kindly 

as possible 1n the circumstances and assuring him that he 

would be quite all right - that all we wanted him to do 

was. to switch on the engine and start it . pparently 

this could only be done by swinging the car . He swi tched 

it on and proceeded to s 'ling the car but in his excitement 

he almost fell over the starting handle . I then spolce 

to him a little more sternly and he started the car . 

About this time some shooting was going on at the back 

of the abattoir buildings and shouting and screaming . 

However we proceeded and called over from the main gate 

the r emainder of the appo i nted men among whom was John 
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Caffrey . Before entering the car I told the driver to 

stand facing the wall of the nearest building with h is 

hands above his head and resting on the wall and if he 

remained this way he woul d be all right . hortly before 

this Paddy had taken the driver ' s arlllY hat for himself 

but it would not fit Paddy so I put it on my head much 

to Paddy ' s disappointment . de drove the car out the main 

gate and on to Hanlon ' s Corner on the North Circular Road . 

r observed Emmet Dalton and Joe Leonard standing on the 

footpath in full British Army Officers uniform. I gave 
I 

the Signal by putting a handkerchief out through one of 

the gun slots of the car . 1e stopped and Dalton and 

Leonard got in and we were on our way to l,~ount joy .. I 

think at this stage I should mention another aspect of 

this plan which was arranged . 

foresight of lIichael Collins : -

It is an indication of the 

It was a common occurrence at the gates of l ountjoy 

during these times for a fairly large crowd of men , women 

and children to be gathered outside the main gate with 

parcels or messages or letters for I . R.A. prisoners , 

confined inside the jail , and Collins foresaw the 

possibility of trouble in getting the armoured c r out of 

the jail and mCl.de the folio"\'\ ing arr8.ngements to ensure a 

safe retreat - In the crold outside the gate he posted 

one .member of the Squad , Frank Bolster y one 2nd Battalion 

Company member - Tom Walsh I think and Katy Byrne (one of 

the Byrne ' s of 17 Richmond St . ) Bolster and I/alsh were 

both armed but Katy Byrne was armed only with a mock. 

parcel and I distinctly remember on the previous Thursday 

r:ichael Collins emphasising that there must be no name 

on this parcel but that Katy Byrne should have a small 
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piece of penc il . '1'he idea was to keep the '!icket gate 

in the main gate of the jail open so that events inside 

could be observed by Bolster ~nd necessar action taken . 

Katy Byrne was to approa.ch the warder before he closed the 

wicket and ask him to take the parcel , which she hCid , 

into her brother Who vras inside . It was anticipated that 

the vra rder Vloul d say there is no naille on it and ask !'lho 

it w~s for . he Vlould then try to borrmv a pencil and 

after some time she would produce her OVJn pencil . T e 

whole idea of course was to delay the closing of the wicket 

gate . 

To r evert back to tbe point where we picked up 

Dalton and Leonard . ",'le continued on do 7n the North 

Circular R08.d and arrived safel at ._01L.'1.tjoy and drove 

slowly through the crowd outside the gate , who looked 

at us with very heavy scowls . I think one or two 

booed us . Dalton got out and he had rith him the for~ed 

transfer document for the body of e n __ a cEoin which he 

produced to the warder . The warder read the document 

and handed it back. He went inside and immediately 

opened the gates . The entrance to L!ountjoy is protected 

by three gates , the main g te Which is a solid door 

and inside it are two other iron rail gates . iilhat 

appeared to be the usual procedure in entering this jail 

then followed . The armoured ca·r was allowed into the 

first section and the main gate ".ms closed behind it . 

Then the second gate was opened and the car proceeded into 

the second section and waited tliet"e until the s,econd 

section was locked Then the third gate was opened and 

the car moved inside the priso!1 grounds proper and the 

third gate was locked . One of the things Paddy 1..c\.lrae 
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and myself planned to do on getting inside the jail '{as to 

turn the car and back it up against the wall facing the 

first inside gate , the idea being if necessar to drive the 

car through the gates . rie proceeded to turn the car into 

that position although it was ver obvious that we could 

never have crashed through the three gates . Immediately 

inside the last gate there was a Black and Tan sentry 

on duty dressed in the usual fashioniith an R. I C .. man ' s 

hat and khaki or brown waterp roof coat . Leonard and 

Dal ton got out of the car and Vlent into the main hall of 

the prison . Tom Keogh and mysel~ got out and stood about . 

Paddy ,.cc-Crae and the two gunners rema ined inside .. The 

Black and Tan sentry was standing at ease and I approached 

him and endeavoured to chat with hlin and imitating an 

English accent I said "This is a so and so plCl.ce ll .. The 

sentry curtly replied "Yes l' , or something like that and 

proceeded to slope arms and march across the gate . I 

distinctly remember having an intuitive feeling that this 

man w·as suspicious and I was very much on my guard . 

I looked through the rail gates cl.Ud saw that the vric {et 

in the main gate was open and the warder was having an 

argument with somebody outside and I prasumed it ViaS 

Ka ty Byrne . There were three or four warders with l{eys 

jingling from their belts inside the maln gates evidently 

listening to the argument going on at the v.icket . I 

moved round to the other side of the ca . I remember 

Tom Keogh standing on the steps of the main vling of the 

jail and iye observed warders , and I think uxilib.ry 

forces , moving about t he jail corridors but there V!id.S 

no sign of Leona d or .i)alton, and things ~ithin the jail 

wing appeared to be normal ~ Then there was a sudden 

~~ 
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and shouting at the front gat e and I i~nediately surmised 

tha t Bolster had dec ided to hold up the vlarders for some 

reason. On looking through the railings I saw this was 

the case as he and lalsh had all of the :larders vvith 

their hands over their heads standing against the wall . 

The Black &nd Tan sentry fired a shot from the hip and 

I heard 7alsh shout or s cream. I~nediately Tom Keogh 

and myself opened up on the sentry at close range and 

I remember t he look of surprise on this man ' s face . 

As he fell to the ground he turned and pointed his rifle 

at us and )ulled the bolt back and that was the end of 

it . lmost i mmediately a machine gun opened up from 

somewhere on the roof of the walls of tie prison and Joe 

Leonard and Emmet Dalton ran out of the prison wing , 

down the steps and towards the car . I ran towards the 

dead sentry , picked up his rifle Which had the bayonet 

fixed , got round to the car and by that time all the 

members of the crew were in the car with the exception 

of Emrnet Dalton who was standing with a revolver in his 

hand firing UP the corridor of the prison. I chucked 

the rifle into the car and evidently the bayonet prodded 

Joe Leonard ' s leg as the volley of ad jectives Which 

was immediately forthcoming indicated . I got into the 

car and by this time Bolster had the three gates open 

and the car drove out . Dalton jumped on the back of the 

outside of the car and continued firing towards the prison. 

We went as hard as we could down the prison avenue and 

on to the North Circular Road towards OtConnell 3chools l 

Richmond St ., where we had liThe Big Fellm s" ( ichael 

Collins ' s) car in charge of Joe Eyland , waiting to take , 

as we had hoped , Se n 'IacEoin away . Emmet Dalton and 

Joe Leonard transferred to his car and we proceeded 



towards Fairview in the armoured car . 7le drove in a 

normal manner along Fairview Strand and I remember one 

of the gunners nho looked out through the turret 

remarking II There is so and so from "B" Company and I 

looked through the slot in the car and recognised two 

members of my own Company whose names I now forget . 

I remember pulling the gunner dovvn as I felt these lads 

looked as if they were on patrol and might chuck a bomb 

at the armoured car . 7le went on towards the hlalahide 

Road and at this time the car had become very hot and 

stifling and was not pulling well . Ye got it up the 

Malahide Road , however , and when very near the bottom 

entrance of what is now Clontarf Golf Club , the car 

spluttered and alnost stopped . ;'later was boiling from 

the radiator and it appeared to be senerally very much 

overheated . e stopped and got out and only then found 

that in our ignorance we h&d neglected to open the metal 

shields covering the radiator Which was responsible for 

the overheating of the car etc . The destination of the 

car arranged by ,lick Lynch was at a farm somewhere 

between Coolock and ords where it Vias intended to hide 

it in some haybarn under hay for the time being . Now 

we decided that we could not possibly hope to get to our 

pre - arranged destination and it was agreed that we 

should abandon the car . 71e took out the two machine 

guns '8hich were of the Hotchkiss type , the Lee Enfield 

rifle with bayonet fixed and four belts of ammunition , 

opened the bonnet and fired a shot into the carburettor 

and set fire to it . There was very little traffic on 

the road . ome people stopped to look at us but I think 

they must have concluded we were British soldiers and kept 



a respectable distance from us . Pa t .I> ... cCrae a11d one 

of the titlO gunners went across to yards Fairview to \There 

Tom Ennis , who was Commandant of the 2nd Battalion , at 

that time lived , and myself and Tom Keogh and Caffrey 

agreed to take the Hotchkiss guns and the rifle across 

country towards Coolock and find a suitable hiding place . 

fter a treck of more than a couple of miles over fields 

e.nd hedges we eventually found what appeared to be a 

suitable hiding place in a small culvert at the entrance 

to a field Viest of Coolock , and there ive carefully 

secreted the captured guns and ammunition . :le then made 

our -my back to the house of Tom 2nnis . le washed up 

and got rid of our dungarees and then Tom Keogh and 

myself reported back to Osc~r Traynor at Brigade Head uarters 

in The Plaza , Gardiner ' s Place • . At that time Brigade 

Headquarters was in The Plaza , lhich had at one time been 

a hotel , hence the name , but was then general Society Rooms . 

Before we left Fairview there VIaS an aeroplane hovering 

arounc and later in the day we learned that it was 

spotting for the armoured car . Oscar Traynor asked me 

if I would contact Paddy ,.1cDonnell of Seville Place 

who was a member· of the 2nd Battalion and had a ho se 

and cart , and ask him to go along with me and collect 

the guns in Coolock . I went to Paddy and he took out 

a fla.t bottomed cart , Which is a cart \vithout any sides 

with a hole in the centre for the driver to put his feet 

through . 'i e to.ok s Ollle old sacking '.J i th us and jogged 

along to Coolock on this ~aturday afternoon .. It n:ust 

have taken us well over an hour to get to t e culvert .. 

The armoured car was gone from alahide Road and there 

didn ' t appear to be any activity . ; e succeeded 
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in collecting the guns and ammunition and brought them 

back to Seville Place where they were taken in charge 

by Paddy McDonnell . 

With regard to the action taken by Bolster 

at the main gate I was told afterwards by Bolster and 

Kitty Byrne that they had held the warder in conversation 

a~ the wicket as long as possible until he tried to shut 

the gate and ?lthough Kitty Byrne put her foot on the step 

he was succeeding in closing the gate . Bolster felt 

that in the circumstances in order to ensure our line 

of retreat he had to hold him up . I don '·t think 

Bolster ' s action had anything to do with the failure to 

rescue Se n J1.:.a cEoin as, I understand matters hadn ' t 

proceeded as expected inside and that Dalton Bnd Leonard 

were about to leave in any case . I am quite certain 

that were it not for Bolster ' s action we would never 

have got out of l\IIOunt joy prison alive . Ylalsh 1::I.S it 

transpired was shot through the palm of the right hand 

but succeeded in escaping and I saw h i m ver often 

afterwards along the North Strand and at Company meetings 

with a bandage on his hand . 

injury 

It was not a very serious 

~ith regard to the action at the abattoir after 

the car had been captured , I was told by Jimmy Conroy , 

a member of the quad , and other members of the Squad 

that as Paddy l~cCrae and myself vere capturing the car 

the remainder of the quad looked round the building and 

had come in contact with the balance of the crevT who 

were standing around looking at the butchers at work .. 

They tried to hold them up but the crew ut up a fight 



and three of them were shot and the remc:dnder surrendered 

arms . Conroy who was gua ding the gate of t~e abattoir , 

said that one of the three shot was the driver whom I 

had held up , and told to place his hands above his head 

against the wall . He explained that a short while after 

we hCid left , the soldier took his hands do-n from the 

wall and turned round and he (Conroy) thought he might 

be armed and he was shot . 

The report of the capture of the armoured car 

which appeared in the papers that evening stated that the 

driver of the car had been shot in cold blood , and called 

the men who shot him the foulest murderers . s I have 

explained this was untrue . I understand that apart 

from the armoured car the total arms captured that day 

was 2 Hotchkiss guns with four belts of ammunit ion, 1 

Enfield Rifle with bayonet fixed and 4 rounds of . 303 

arnmunit on and 7 lebley or similar type small arms . 

The crew of the car v as made up as follows : -

Pa t l'lcCrae and m/self , drivers ; John Caffrey and a man 

by the name of Goff , machine gunners ;, and Tom Keogh an 

ordinary member of the crew . Later Emrnet Dalton and 

Joe Leonard joined us as two British Officers . So in 

all seven took part in the attempted rescue of e n 

~lacEoin . The total casualties were three British 

soldiers shot at the abattoir , one wounded , one Black 

and Tan shot at IvlOuntjOy and one Volunteer - Vlalsh wounded 

in'the hand . 

Thompson Iv:achine uns : 

The first two Thompson machine guns were brought 
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into I reland from America by two Irish- .AmericC:1.ns with 

military rank , "lhose l1C:1.illeS I cannot recall . One I 

believe was Colonel Dinneen ., These guns were , I thi nk , 

shortly after arriving here , brought to the ,s uad at 

~jorelands in Abbey St . where I remember we had a very 

happy time dismC:1.ntl i ng and putting them together and 

learning their mechanism. The Colonel and hi s friend 

gave us instruction on them but we learned all about them 

very rapidly as we were in our ONn rights , something of 

specialists in the use of small arms generally . In 

fact I was an instructor for the 2nd Battalion in small 

arms and automatics . It was decided to take the 

Thomps.ons to the Casino at Fairview , in which there were 

a number of tunnels , and one afternoon some of the squad 

and myself and I believe fick Collins and Oscar Traynor 

tried the guns out at the Casino . Ne fired live 

ammunition from the small vertical and large round 

magazines . The tunnels were well belml ground and some 

mew.bers of the clquad /Vent outside watching and listening 

but very little s ound could be heard . 'le succeeded in 

completely familia rising ourselves vii th these two ;suns . 

The Igoe 3ang : 

Sergeant Igoe ' JaS a policeman selected from 

some part of ~alway to organise a particular Squad of 

I . C. 1J1en for the pur)oses of spotting , interro6ation , 

raids , arrests etc . in Dublin . Apparentl the idea 

was that the Castle people concluded that a large number 

of the Volunteers operating in Dublin came from the 

various parts of the country . The Igoe S uad VC:1.S built 

up of representatives of various counties whom it laS 



expected VTQuld be better able to recognise the active 

Volunteers in Dublin and in particular our squad . 

At this time the activities of the Squad ana their 

reputation had become very great in the cit- and while 

I goe ' s ,urder Gang , as it cawe to be called , vas 

probably oT'ganised for general duty , I bel i eve that they 

wer specifically developed to combat Squad activities . 

t any rate we members of the quad took that point of 

view and as the I goe Gang developed VIe began to feel 

that our movements were becoming somelhat restricted 

in that , apart from the ordinary military patrols , 

policemen , auxiliaries , Black and Tans , staff duties , 

etc . we had to be continually on the Hatch for' a number 

of vrell- dressed wen , approximately fifteen , I think , 

who woved in and out and round the cit- as would persons 

on vacation . 

Very bri efly the modus operu.ndi of the I goe 

urder Gang w~s to stroll along the str~ets , dro into 

shops , pubs , and restaurants , t heatres , attend on the 

fringes of football atches etc . alvays on the look out 

for countr y me~bers of the Volunteers and on one be i ng 

recogni sed t he well- dressed meBbers of the urder Gang 

would quietly move a round t he indlvidual, or individuals , 

and smilingly che;. t and talking quietly force him j.nto 

A. secluded spot and theT'e , v/hile still chat til1.g an.d 

slIlilirl~ , would interrogate him. Rarely , i f ever , 

did they produce guns . Somewhere within 10 yards or 

so of the Igoe Gang there \,as invariably an Army l~otor 

Van and when tbe Ge.ng decided to arrest an individual a 

whistle was blo~ n , or a signal given , and the wCiiting van 
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would arrive and take- away the prisoner . 

It is not to be thought that the Igoe Gang was 

always courteous hnd polite ~ The procedure just 

described was simply their method of vjorking viThich 

enabled them to effect arrests and interrogations without 

creating any excitement or drawing any attention to 

themselves , Hhatever .. They did on occasions , but 

particularly at night time when dCirkness helped them 

somewha t , indeed act very brutally and comr.ai t a number 

of murders . 

Our Intelligence Officers were continually on 

the vra tch for Igoe and it speaks well of their vlorl{ that 

they were able to convey , very frequently ,. some accurate 

descriptions of the Igoe Gang and their movements and 

where they we-re carrying out their work . 

I have seen , when o.ff duty , and on the edge of 

the crowd , members of the I goe Gang , as I sa ~ well 

dressed , quietly selecting an individual from a c owd 

and apparently walking off vvi th him as i1 they were his 

friends , but very quickly they got round a side street 

and carried on their interrogation under more suitable 

circumstances . 

The only direct contact that the Qquad had with 

the Igoe Gang was when numbers of the indiv i dual members 

of the i::>quad were pushed along or actually interrogated 

in a general way in crowds in the street . 

EventuCilly it was decided by I~ick Collins that the 

Squad shoulJ go all out for the Igoe lv,urder 'J:ang and to 
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help us a Galway Volunteer ,. ~Yleeney Newell , was brought 

from somewhere in Galwa.y - the actue:.l tmm where Igoe had 

been stationed as a Sergeant in the R. I . C. S'Neeney 

Newell knew I2:oe very vIell and he was attached to ou 

I ntelligence Branch with Charlie alton to seek out and 

locate the I goe Gang in Dublin and point them out to the 

Squad . 

A number of tours of the ,city were made by the 

S0J..uad t with Charlie Dalton and SW'eeney Newell 0 erating 

in front of us , but '.re failed to make contact vi th the 

gurder '}ang . The strain imposed on the qv.ad b this 

class of work was rather great as it meant we were 

continually moving rOillld the city from early morning -

about 9 a . m. to 7 or 8 o ' clock at night and our meals 

had to be taken wherever lie could grab a sandwich and 

a cup of tea , and also beCause of the fact that ']e were 

more fully armed than usual , each of us being equi ped 

with two revolvers l plenty of spare a~uunition and a 

number of us with a couple of hand grena.des . de had 

many exciting incidents moving around in this VIe:. and 

man op .ortunities of attacking the enem fhich ¥e found 

very difficult to resist but had to as our job was to 

concentrate on I goe . 

One day having been round the city as described 

we ~ere informed that I goe and h is Gang had been located 

at the bottom of Grafton t . moving towards tephen ' s 

Green . 'le were in Templebar and we got along to 

Anglesea St . and aft er a brief consultation we decided 

to make for t he head of Grafton t . " and enter it from 

Stephen I S Green. VIe expected Sweeney Newell and. Char lie 
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Dalton would be ready to give us the signal or to point 

out the Gang . The Cquad moved off in t os , inconspicuously , 

and I went with Vincent Byrne up Anglese'a St . into Dame 

St . s I have said somewhere before we always took 

the precaution of dressing in a manner which would make 

us look like ordinary workmen or tradesmen . This Vlould 

enable us to move very freely so now we entered Dame St . 

in the middle of the road , I remember , and just looked 

left and right for the traffic , but actually 'We were 

concerned about a certain Castle patrol car which 'e knew 

patrolled this area at this time and our Hatchfulness was 

due to this more than to anything else . On looking 

to the left we saw Charlie alton and Sweeney Newell 

standing " smoking , against the wall of an Insurance 

building and chatting to one or two others . wie 

assumed that he was about to move towards Grafton t ., 

behind the (Igoe ' s) men . 'Ne continued across the road 

and up Trinity St . and eventually reached Stephen ' s Green 

from South King St ~, but to our disappointment instead 

of meeting Charlie Dalton and Sweeney Newell and going 

into action , we were told by Tom Keogh , an Intelligence 

Officer , and another member of the Squad , t hat the job 

was off as Charlie Dalton and eeney Newell had in fact 

been captured by Igoe . It seems that the two men we 

saw'Dalton and Sweeney speaking to in what appeared to be 

a friendly fashion were actually Igoe and one other member 

of his Gang , the remaining members apparently being 

scattered in the near vicinity . 

e were told eventually that Dal ton and rewe.ll were , 
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as already stated , close on the heels of Igoe but that 

Igoe recognised Newell and somehow turned the tables on 

them and actually held lewell and Dalton for interrogation . 

Dalton succeeded , after about half an hour ' s interrogation t 

in convincing I goe that he Vias a olicitor ' s clerk and 

he had papers on him to prove it . He tas let go .. 

eeney Newell was less fortunate . He and Igoe knew 

each other . I t seeillS that according to Dalton , I goe 

t ook Newell down .anglesea t . and it appears they walked 

down the South uays (Essex C:uay) towards Parliament St . 

and on up near the Four Courts at the corner of Greek St . 

(He was interrogating h i m all the time) . They told 

him eventually lI you may go now- It and as he crossed the 

road towards the Bridge they shouted at him to 11.Urry 

a.nd he , I think , broke into a run and they immediately 

shot him but not fatally . They wounded h i m rather 

badly round the hips and almost immediately the grey van t 

already referred to , was on the scene and they took him 

to rv-hat was then known as King Jeorge ' s Hospital as a 

prisoner . The rep.ort of this incident a peared in the 

evening papers something like this : -

It ell- lmmm I . R. wan ';vIlO was on the run -

Sweeney Newell froLl Galway - was recognised passing 

the co ner of Greek t . by SOJ1le CrovIn Forces . They 

called on him to halt but he ran a'Nay and failed to 

listen to the many calls for halt and the Crown 

Forces were obl i ged to shoot him , and wounded him 

slightly in the leg . He WC:'S taken prisoner lt • 

ubsequently after the Truce I saw ~'eeney Newell 

in the .~ater Hospital . I know he ;as a long time laid 



up as a r esult of this and in fact he almost lost a leg , 

and is now , if he is E.live " with a stiff leg . I am 

sorry to say that this was the nearest we ever got to 

the l\:urder Gang and I think , if we have any disap ointments 

I consider , this to all of us would be one of the major' 

ones . 

Raid on Trinity College : 

There was a British Officers ' Training Corps (Cadets) 

for students at Trinity College, and it was said that they 

had ar1JlS for training . . The Dublin Brigade 0/ , Oscar 

Traynor , decided that these arms should be captured . The 

Squad were asked to co- operate . I remember meeting Osco.r 

and members of the Squad , the Brigade Council and the 

Dublin Battalions at the Plaza Hotel . J.t this time I 

was recognised as No .. 1 or crack motor-driver , together 

with Pat I\:cCrae ,. and Oscar instructed me to obtain a car 

and bring it to the rere of Trinity College in Lincoln 

Place at about 6. 30 in the evening . He gave me a general 

outline of lv-hat was to take place such as members of the 

Squad and Volunteers were to approach the training 

quarters in Trinity College , which were n8&r the Lincoln 

Place gate , and there raid the hall and co.pture the guns . 

By job was to have a car at the Lincoln Place gate at 

6.30 to take the guns , and any members of the r aiding p&rty 

that I could , to one of the Battalion dumps off North 

Great Cha les. 

I r emeuiber distinctly it was left to my own 

discret ion hovl I >lms to get the car , or where I y,as to ~et 

it , and I felt a thrill of ride that such confidence ~jas 



placed in me . 

'le had cars in our dumps but there Vias no time to 

go for one of them as I believe the Deeting took lace 

about 6 o ' clock in The Plaza . I had one lliember of the 

Squad "fi th me . I t ffi~y have been Vincent Byrne - I am 

not quite sure . He C:<.nd I walked down Cc:.vendish Ro~ 

tmmrds tt.e 1:totunda and on the way down I decided that 

the type of car I ' d require should be a van . I was 

fortunate in meeting a Freeman ' s Journal van near the 

Rotunda and we stepped out on the road , held our hands u 

and stop ed it . We quietly took the driver out and told 

him to clear off . I turned the car and drove it over to 

Trinity College gate at incoln Place . I waited there 

about twenty minutes and some members of the raiding party 

came out to me - r forget whom - and said , liThe job is 

offll . 

r am not uite sure why the job was called off . 

r have an idea that the training hall or g/mnasium "Was 

locked , barred and bolted and our illen were unable to 

open it . I drove the car away and I think I parked it 

in some side street .and cleared off . 

Ambush at ""1hi tehall : 

TOITliliY Ennis , Officer Commanding , 2nd Battalion , 

Dublin Brigade planned an ambush on a number of military 

tenders which were in the habit of coming from CollinstovlIl 

to the G. P . O .. each morning to collect workmen. The 

ambush was planned to take place on the berdof the road 

at ,'1hi tehall which would b now approxiIlla tely " as far 
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as I can remember , a half mile above the present 

Whitehall Garda tation . elected Voluntee s from a 

number of Corn anies of the Battalion were nominated vfith 

Volunteer members of the Squad , myself , I think TOlllil]y 

Keogh and Vincent Byrne and two others . The party took 

up po:e itions behind the wall of a large private house at 

the bend of the road nearest the city . There was a 

large wooden gate leading on to the road and bebind this 

ga.te the par ty arranged a heavy countr cart witb which 

it was intended to barricade the road . On the opposite 

side of the road , inside an open entrance to some other 

houses , I took charge of four illen each of us armed Ivith , 

in addition to revolvers , rifles . The idea was to cut 

off the retreat of the enemy or to hoJrl off reinforcements 

f'rom Collinstown direction. The cart in the assage 

behind the gateway on one side of the road would , on the 

opening of the gates , only require a gentle push to roll 

right across the road as the road"iay was somewhat below 

the level of the house grounds . Eventually two 

tenders appeared and passed my position without incident , 

but apparently the main party on the other side of the 

road were too anxious about the barricading of the road 

and pushed the cart out somewhat too soon , with the 

result that the tender pulled up a considerable distance 

before reaching the barric8.de in time to reverse and 

turn bCic.h: and drive it into the gateway where there WaS 

cover , and behind ,hich 1'.e were lying in w'ait . '/ e 

were taken by surprise . 'le opened fire but the vrhole 

thing was so unexpected that I am 2.fr2.id our aim Vlas 

not very accurate as I don ' t think we inflicted any 

casualties on the party . 
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I remember feeling some admiration for the British 

party , which consisted of only about four or six artied 

men including drivers , for the way in which they held 

themselves and succeeded in getting out of the trap . 

They finally took up positions by entering a fi Id 

immediately in our rear , about lOO ards or so from our 

positions , and almost turned the tables on us by opening 

fire from the rere . de returned the fire and then 

withdrew . 

I took my party across countr Cind over rivers etc . 

and we eventually came out on Botanic Road . From there 

VIe continued to our dumps . The main party cleared off 

in the direction of Fairview and got away without any 

losses of equipment . 

I well ~emember being rather reluctant to mee t 

TOIDlJ1Y Ennis because we had failed so badly . Our 

attacking party had numbered about sixteen or eightee~ 

in all , but who the Officer in charge was , I cannot 

nOVl recall . 

Burning of the Custom House : 

I think it was on the day before the burning of 

the Custom House the Squad were in their usual place at 

IJ:ol"'elands of Abbe ot ., when we liere informed of a plan 

for a very large job Which was to take lb.ce on the 

following morning . I remember that Paddy Daly had been 

with Intelligence at a special meeting from Which he had 

come back to the Squad and intimated , vlithout giving us any 

details , that there was a very big job which ~lould be more 

than a Squad job , to take "place on the follm7in; day . The 
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foll owing morning '.le met at ,.orelc..nds and were dete;.iled 

for the job - which was the burning of the Custom House . 

I remember Jimmy Conro ViaS instr uc ted. to take one me;nber 

of the Squad and enter the Custom House from a uayside 

door and other members of the u&d were detailed to 

enter the building by other doors . ,le were told that 

there were groups of the 2nd Battalion , and other Battalions , 

taking up positions round the approaches t o the Custom 

House . I was instruc t ed to meet , I thi nk , a chap n6.med 

Ryan from "2 11 Company of the 2ud Battalion , who would be 

at -larl borough St . I knew thi s cha well . I was t o 

j oin his· part with a v iew to checking auy mil i tar­

ac t iv ity whil e the burning of the Custom House was bein 

carri ed out . I think there were other parties round 

}<-.Jrdiners t .. wc;, and I remember before we left 

some.body askinp-: - what would hapl)en • .,hen the Fire Brigade 
~ . 

knew there was a fire , and we were told thht the Fire 

Brigade te.tions were being tal~en over b~ other Volunteers . 

From this we got the impression that the Custom House was 

be inES co,npletely isolated and thGt t the only interruption 

to the complete d.estruction would be if some outsider , 

mut or other person conve- ed the informat ion to the Castl~ 

or some of the military statio.f.1.s . 

I remember a tender of Auxiliaries coming down 

the uc.y .. We were at the corner of lhb.rlborough ·"t o. 

I gathered that information hc-od been received b-- the 

British .. OUl" part moved dovm towards the Custom. house 

and on the 'hay d own 'lie- he~rd some shooting and I SaW an 

Auxiliary standing beside Liberty Hall with a Levlis gun 

almost on his shoulder and turned in the direction of the 

Custom House , slamming shots from the gun . lie fired 
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a few shots in their general di~ection but we could not 

do very much good . I could hea shooting on the ~uay , 

so we decided to move away CLnd pot shot where we could 

but we hadn ' t moved very far up bbey 3t . - b the ~iay 

there were groups of people all over the pl&ce - when de 

Sa\~ a figure runnin::: out of the Custom House . I snould 

hewe pointed out that at this st.age the building .fTaS 

well on fire i:;md clouds of smoke were belchi!!.:?; from the 

Nindows and apparently frolfi the roof . 'e tried to get 

down to the corner of bbey St . and I remember seein6 a 

figure running right across the roa.d fro.:! the CuStOLll 

House into a lanewa./ which is at the b(1ck of Junlop House 

and leads into karlborough St . I subsequentl learned 

that this was Tommy E11J1is who made his escape in the 

teeth of the enemy fire but was badJy wounded in doing so . 

My party seemed to get broken up with the exception of 

one chal) and myself . 'fe ,got round eventually to the 

corner of Gardiner St . and there we heard frohl the crovd 

that some of the Volunteers had run out tml2.rds Talbot ut . 

Tie picked u different information here and there and 

eventually we L.loved to a house in vorpora tion dt . where 

we were told that a girl had ot a cab and driven off 

with tl,O meu , ~lho ap eared to be b[.dly vvounded , to the 

..:.'!ater Hospital . ,ie made our Ivay to the , .. ater Hospital 

and h&d no difficulty in 10cCLting the two wounrled men as 

the Mater Hospital authorities all through the troubled 

times were wonderful people in looking after our wounded 

etc . One of them WaS Bean Joyle 'lIho had been shot in the 

chest and vas ead CLnd the other wo.s Jim .'lattery whose 

right hand had been shot off . I saw J im clnd considering 

hll the circumstances he vias in remarkC'.bly good condition . 
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He had been placed in what we cal19d the ' secret ~ard ' 

~hich vas a ward in the heart of a nWllber of v'Iards and for 

that reason very difficult to locate because of tre mLny 

approaches ~o it ~ ~omebody else came in then and told us 

that a cha who 'TaS with him , and was badly ~ounded , had 

been brou~ht to a private nursing hOilie in ~ccles St . 

on the opposite side of the road to the hospital . 

I n the meantime Vie took all papers and everything 

from Jim Slattery in case the place was raided by the 

Bri tish . I n this my we made sure that he would not be 

identified with the movement , and we impressed on him 

he was to insist that he was simpl- passing by and , 

attracted by the crowd , VIas shot accidentally . 

;re went across to the Eccles t . Nursing HOll.e 

where we saw Tom Ennis . He "HaS still conscious but 

rather badly wounded round the hips . I remember 

distinctly he recognised me and the first thing he said 

t o me was IIBill, did the lads get away ?lI. Just at that 

moment he vras moved out of the room for an it1lIDediate 

operation. 

ttack on troop train at Drumcondra : 

The first time I thj.nk that the Thompson guns 

were brought. into action was shortly after testing them 

at the Casino when we endeavoured to ambush the military 

train conveying ~oops from the North Wall to somewhere 

in the north of Ireland , on the Drumcondra main line . 

The first attempt was made on the Drumcond a road . 

At the old Drumcondra rail/Jay station , there is a stretch 

of approximately 100 yards of open embankment and myself 
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and one menber 01' the oCiuad took over a house overlooking 

this embankment and took up 'ositions with the two 

The en ineers moved a rail vd th 6.. view 

to erailing the train" on the embl::1nkment an' so brin ing 

it IN" i thi n the immed i.i:1 t.e range of the Thomp s on guns .. 

Other members of the .squad were in various ositions 

which would have enabled them to use small Ciri s and bomb 

tIle train . I remeLIlber we '~ere in these ositions 

'waiting for the train in the aft'3rnool1 for about half an 

hour and then we heard the puff- uff of the angine as t 

climbed a rather lon-'S slo J gradient from the i-Jorth ;fall 

to DruJ.!ICondra , and finally 'lhen it came across the r01:1d 

bridge alld fell irlto view we rei:11is
r
ed tha t it ,JI::1S lot b. 

pl::1ssengar tro.in but a cattle tr6-in and all we saw were 

the heads of cb.ttle . h~ engine roceeded on I:1nd 

becl:1 le derailed at tbe loosened sot . ,le inlilledia telf 

packed up and retreated back. It appel:1I's information our 
Intelligence 

/had in re:}: ... rd to the troop L ovements was 1:0 t correct . 

~mlever , t w days afteriJl::1rds , and I thin};: on a a turday 

morning , · ... 'le were told that the tr1:1in ca.rrying the soldiers 

would start from the North NaIl and we ere instructed 

to plan an ambusb on slightly dii'ferent lines . Parallel 

with Iona ROCi , the ·Drumcondra line runs E.Lt the back 

of some (ouses along an open embtJ,nklllent and it wa:s 

decided to take up )ositions between those houses , 

Which were semi- detached in 6rou~s of tvJO , and attack 

the train in this way I Ilet Charlie Dalton ei:1rly tnat 

morning as my job viaS to pick up the Thora son guns and 

Cha.rlie alton with the help of a taxi , the ro erty of 

Ba tty Hyland , Which ilC:1S in a ga'rage in Denzille Lane , 
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very near our dump and factory ~ I picked up the car 

about 7 o "clock and Ch2.rlie Dalton , and vile got the two 

Thompsons from l~"orelands and 'Vent on towards Drumcondra .. 

Our instruction was to select an open space be-tween the 

houses and as the train passed to spray it with the 

Thompson guns . A little further on several lllembers of the 

Squad and some' Battalion members were stationed on the 

roadside armed with bombs , small arms etc . Their job 

was to throw bombs on to the tr1:l.in which passed 

approximately 15 or 20 feet above the road level . 

This time the train arrived and I distinctly remember the 

sight of khaki clad figures - some lying against the 

window panes sleeping .. The whole attacking party 

appeared to open fire simultaneously .and we sprayed the 

train as it passed 'with the Thompson guns and I think 

with very good effect . The train didn ' t stop and when 

the last carriage had gone " which was only a matter of a 

few minutes , Charlie Dalton and myself went off in the 

car with the Thom son guns t, left them back in. the dump 

and handed the car back to Batty Hyland . The remainder 

of the attacking party went to the various dumps and 

dis", ersed .. There was a big splash in the papers that 

evening and I remember Leonard and Dalton or some of those 

told us that they heLd a report back from Dundalk (where 

the train finally reached) saying that the number of 

stretchers carried out was about 25 or 30 . 

no casualties on our side . 

Auxiliary Cadets shot in Grafton t .: 

There 1J' ere 

I t was well known to G . H . ~ . and in fact to people 

in the city that Grafton St . and many of the ublie houses 
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and restaurants adjoining it were frequented by members 

of the uxiliaries and Castle people regularly . G. H. Q. 

decided on an effort to car y out a mass execution and to 

close off Grafton St . at a certain hour on a certain day 

and eliruinate every member of the British Forces ;11110 

happened to be there . I understand that this operation 

was planned carefully some weeks in advance of the date 

on which it was carried out , vihich was about the middle 

of June 1921 , and most of our best I ntelligence Officers 

spent a lot of time in Grafton St . not ing t he habitu~s for 

this purpose . I remember being in Grafton St . on private 

business and recognising some of our Intelligence Officers , 

many of whom appeared to be rather well dressed and with 

the appearance of students - plenty of time and nothing 

to do . 

It was decided by G. H. ~ . to amalgal!la te the quad , 

the A. S. U. and prominent reliable member~ of the various 

Companies. of the Brigade for this operation . The way 

it was to be carr ied out was to fill Grafton St .. with our 

illen and to have groups of them attached to our Intelliger..ce 

Officers patrolling Grafton dt . The Intel~igence 

Officers vvouJrl. idelltify the British forces for eliminution. 

I,.y art in this job was to take Cl. Ford vu-n , which , b the 

"my , had shortly before this tilne been captured from the 

British v hen they ca.ne to the Fruit 1..arket one J.norr.l.ing to 

collect vegetables . Together with Charlie Dalton dnd two 

others , whose names I noy! fo;rget , some spare guns and 

bombs and tT70 Thompson 6uns ~'lere brou.zht in the van . I,Iy 

instructions were to park the van in Dawson to. at the 

corner of Duke St . and hen the shooting started to Dove 

the van Eradually in towards Grafton "t . and to fight off 
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any British reinforcements that Illigl-.t come along , using 

my m~n discret ion to fit in ii th the general scheme as 

well E1.S possible . I had a narroVJ escape from bein8: 

captured on m 1;tl.y to Grafton at . fro .... lJ. our dump in Charles 

St . The British at this ti lle hQ.d a )rac tice of 

conducting street patrols with Infantry soldiers who 

walked along the footpaths mixing with the ordinar' 

public , with an officer somewhere in front , maki ng 

themselves as i nconspicuous as possible . n the blest 

of a whistle from the officer , the soldiers held up and 

searched all the people nea.r them. A similar patrol 

operated in a s lightly different way by occasionally 

corJoning off , again a t the blast of a v~his tIe onc- of 

the bridges over t he Liffey and searching everybody then 

on the bridge .. Iy experience while proceeding to 

Grafton St . via the North 3trand and over Butt Bridge WaS 

that on arriving about the centre of the bridge there was 

a bltl.st of a his tIe and out froill amon3 the pedestrians 

on each footpath a cordon of soldiers rushed across and 

closed the bridge in front of me . s I have explained , 

this van had recently been catured from the British and 

had not been altered in an wa . I t had the usual tilted 

cover and was painted a khaki grey . I slowed up but 

continued moving forward , my intention being to accelerate 

rapidly . There Vias some he s itation on the piArt of the 

soldiers and I was suddenly prompted to st.ick my head 

and arm out of the side \J indow Cipd shout sowe t 11ing like , 

"Gor blimey ) b.?1OW are yaowll in an English accent . 

Fortunately the sold ers concluded , due to the colour of 

the car and hly accent ,. that ,'le were members of the British 



forces a_~c. l)CiSSed us thY'ough . " e continued and reAcLed 

our l)oint of contact in Da1fvson t . -ftt;r (:1.bout a half 

CI.D. hour I s waiting we hea r'd t" 0 shots and I started to 

move the car , as instructed , and got half ~iay into Jul-e 

St . {hell Fl. number of our lads Whom I recognised CCiITie 

runnintS towards the van (:I.nd s .id , ti The job is off ; tne re 

is a mix up tl . /e got out of the van and Halked with 

guns drawn towards '}rafton St . and then we met , I think , 

FrE.nk Saur.Ln who confirmed that tilO olice cadets had 

been shot o.t the corner of Harry St . befol'e the ~eneral 

signcl had been given and the job (:1.5 cCilled off . 

Chhrlie Dalton , myself and one other )e-rson rscurned to 

our van and drove tom:l.rds ~~olesworth at . when vve saw Cl. 

heavy Army lorry fitted \ i th the usual c&ge , packed vvi th 

soldiers coming amin Dawson t . very raIJidl . dhen we 

got into ll-Joles'vorth St . ~ie fOUYJ.d tbe:!. t the lor J. y;C:.s 

folloVling us but ,.e succeeded ill turni ng into Kildare ""'t . 

i n spite of the fC1.ct that the front t res of the For d 

van came 0 ff • Howev er , I was able to take t he van do!n 

a lane~vay off Kildare ot . and into a garage v/hich , 

fortunately , was open . le closed the dq.or of the garage 

and had great pleasure in seeing the military lorry 

passing the head of the lane with great speed . de left 

the van in the garage overnight anu the next lilOrning at 

6 0 I clock I went to the garage accompanied b a melliber 

of the quad hose nallle I have forgotten . Arrivil1~ ther~ I-

we fixed the tyres c-md tooie the ven out complete ~lith 

two TllOllipson guns and other arm<1ments and brou;sl:1t it 

safely to our dump at North Great Che.rles dt T off 

l~Ount joy oCluare . 
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Amalgama tion of Squad and , ervice Unit : 

_5 a result o~ the casualties suffered at the 

burning of the Custom House , particularly through the 

taking of prisoners , the SQuad was reduced to mor~ than 

half so that there were only approximatel- five active 

members left ... G. H. • then decided to amalgamate the 

S~uad and _ . B.,U. into on~ \'~hole - time Active Ber-vice U lit . 

And this unit" operating under Paddy Daly , endeavoured to 

continue the fight against the British ~ But we were 

greatly handicapped due to the lack of arms ar~d ammuni tion , 

a large anlount of vlhich was lost in the Custom House and 

in dumps - princ i ally the Squad dUIIf vlhich had been 

captured by the enemy . 

I cannot remember any outstanding incident that 

this newly formed unit was engaged in bet',vsen the Custom 

House bUrning and the Truce . But I do remember that 

it worked well as a unit , and that patrols were being 

carried out and attacks made frequently on the British 

moving in tenders etc .. throughout the city & I have a 

recollection that we did ambush a number of such tenders 

in the Dorset St . - Ble-ssington St . area and near 

Findlaters Church , Parnell quare , and that various 

attempts Viere made Which did not succeed because the enemy 

did not appear at the time planned for these ambushes . 

7vhile we were using It George Ji •• orelands 11 in A.bbey St . 

as our main dump , most of the meet i ngs of the new unit 

took place in the Pla'za Hotel in Gardiner I s Row . The 

new unit numbered approximately 25 . ~"Ihile I think tl1e 

new unit was made up of the remainder of the A ... S . U .. and 

tl1e Squad , it is poss:j.ble that a few new men from the 
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Battalion Compdnies may have been ~dded to increase the 

strength . The unit operated in tv"iO sections to cover 

specifically the north and south sides of the city . 

The southern section was in c~&rge of Padraig O' Connor 

and the other section in charge of a combination of 

Paddy Daly , myself and , I believe , Joe Leonard . 

Fi st Unit of the Irish Army ' 

The Squad and .8. . 8 U. unit was held together after 

the Truce and Vias brought up to approximately 1::1. strength 

of 60 by the addition of those old members released from 

prison who rejoined an a few outstanding ordinary 

Volunteers . On the recommendation of Paddy Daly , and 

the senior officers of the unit , arrangements were 

immediately made to set up a camp nedr Brittas for the 

unit . This vms done , and in a big tumble - de'1n house 

well off the main Brittas Road the,c1:l.mp was set up _ 

The name of either the house or townland - I am not sure 
/ 

which - was 'ount easkin. 

This camp was orgdnised on strictly military 

lines and a full programme of training was also dr1:l.wn u , 

so that , as in a regular army , we had our main gui:1rd duty , 

the usual 24- hour guard duty and the responsibilities 

of a main guard •. 'He had our early morning parades 

c01IlJlencing with physical tT'aining and courses and lectures 

in musketry etc . throughout each day given by those of us 

who were fairly proficient 'in the subject . There were 

also lectures on ci:1mp adlninistration and its attendant 

responsibilities such as hygiene and sanitation. The 

[ount ~eas l::in camp vias not equipped with Ta ter borne 
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sewerage , and field sanitation was installed strictl 

in accordance vii th that laid do ~n in the British manuals . 

I acted on the admini strative staff of this camp with 

?addy Daly and Joe Leonard . We were agreeCibly surprised 

to find how uiclely and apparently enjoyably the members 

of the unit took to camp life \lhen it was run according to 

military discipline . 

"le divided the unit into two Companies COID.rlete 

nith the necessary officers and N. C. O. s . Ve altio had 

our Orderly Room and IFie published i n long- hand , of course , 

our Daily Orders . Part of the t rainin-5 we orgaIlised 

Vias attack and defence of the position and in this 

connec t ion we carried out a number of ~dnoeuvres by 

sending one Company awa to selected positions and 

approaches , with a view to attacking l.:ount Seaskin , 

"while tbe other Company planned to defend it , INhich 

included the setting up of reconnoitring parties on both 

sides and a sort of military intelligence and ~o on. 

Another aspect of this camp 0rganisation was that \,e 

provided our own cooks and did our ovm coo:;:ing . I 

remember having a slight knoHledge of cookery myself , 

read in.:; up some books and lectures on C001'>:illl and the 

production of food on a basic ~8tion scale . 

The camp ViaS financed by the Dublin Brigade ,Iho 

paid for the purchases which -e ~~de locally . • ie had 

visits and inspections carried out by members of the 

Dubl i n Brigade Council - the Brigadier , Oscar Traynor , 

l.:essrs . Cr onin and Dinneen who brou"ght over tlle Thompson 

guns , Dan Breen and some other noted personali ties at the 

time . They all seeIDed much impressed . 
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This cam \~as run , a s well as can remer lier , for 

several months until Padd T Daly was instructed to fOrlJ 

the first Company of the Irish Army - namely the Dublin 

uards . Certain other lJlelllbers of the unit , rincipall 

the Squa members , were eventually selected to &.ct as 

staf lia ison offj.cers in tbe taking over of the various 

Br ltish mili tl:::.ry barracks in the city and cotmtr C:1S the 

~ere evacuated by the Brjtish . But all members of the 

unit r e or ted to Celbridge to assist Ca tt-in Jal in 

forming the Dublin ~uards. The formation and e ui ping 

of the unit tool~ lace in -art of a convent in Celbridge . 

And from this place the fiT'st Com-lan of tIle Irish rIil , 

fully equl ped with ulliforllis etc . under Padd aly and 

J oe Leonard and I think P~draig O' Conno , took over 

Beggars Bush barracks . he senior members of the unit , 

i ~ e .. the"'" uad members , including myself , although 

officially members of the Dublin Juard , Nere appointed 

staff liaison offic€rs and vis·ited the ve. jous pa ts of 
/ 

the country to train , or take charge of tbe country unlts , 

in tal~ing over the barracks frol' the British , Clnd to 

equip and direct these units . For III pC:1rt , and t hat of 

Tom Keogh , Ben Byrne " Jirn 0latter and one or t V10 0 t.he rs , 

we o)erC:1ted in the cou.nties Limerick and Clare . .<->nd 

finc.lly on behalf of the Jrovisional goverWllent we took 

over almost all the R. L . .. and mJlitary barracks in 

these counties , including the cit of Limerick , tind the 

town of :Gnnis . This meant c1.1ecking e uipruent left behind 

against stock lists , the 1)0 tin; of guards and the runn:Lng 

of each JBce as a militar barracks I n addition to 

this it was necessary to set up a simple schedule of 

training for the country units , \,ho had very little militar 

training 

.fitness : 

igned ~ 

j;)~~ Date : 
(W . Ivory) C'"'md It + • 
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