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J fter the Rising in ast er 'ieek 1916, there were eigh t 

men arrested in our district - battalion area - James Grogan, 

Barney McCrtan, Peter _ox, James r.ic~lduff , ••• l'itzsimons , 

Boh Sla11e , Hugh Rogers and Captain r' cRory . 

Dr . Pat McCartan went on the run and evaded capture until 

he got away to merica after Christmas 1916. The arrested men 

were all all interned in FronGoch; some were released in J uly 

1916 and the remainder before Christmas 1916. 

ft er the release of the interned men we reorganised th e 
11 6tS 

companies in Our ba:tJtalion early in 1917. ,;re re - formed Kildriiftl; 

Donamo,E Carri ckmore , SiJQnilecross and Dunmoyle Companies . 

The first activities , outside the usual drilling and training 

and organising, was the South rmagh election which took place 

on 1st February 1918. Forty men from our battalion volunteered 

for dU~J at this election and proceeded , on the evening of the 

de;}' prior to the election, to our local railway station am 
, 

took train for Armagh ci ty . ~;e di our day ' s work at home 

before we started . ~\7e arrived at rlrma sh around 7 . m. and were 

met' at the station by .Eamon Donnelly who welco lled us . -de were 

detailed for duty at a place named Cladymiltown, about nine 

,miles south of ~ rmagh ci ty o _. e marched fro «rmagh to 

Cladymil to\"1Il and , \"hen we arrived there , were given billets in 

a farmer ' s barn where we made ourselves a bed on straw and 

remained there until morning . ~~l1en we reported for duty on the 

morning of the poll we found that there were about 100 other 

Volunt eers on duty in Cladymil tov'vn. I was offi cer in charge of 

the Tyrone men and wore Volunteer unifor 1. Paul Galligan was 

the officer in charge of all the Volunteers in Cladymiltown 

at the election . 

The first· duty we were aslced to do vias at the pol ing booth. 
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:e lined along the road to control traffic. ~ie pu t up Sinn 

Elein flags on a number of trees . '~e were not long on du ty 

when a crowd of Hibernians arrived from rmagh ci ty marching 

in military formation . Paul Galligan approached the man in 

charge of the Hibernians and informed him that the Volunteers 

were on duty for the protection of the voters and to kee the 

peace and that we were not looking for trouble . The Hibernian 

leader was a very decent man and told Galli~an that he was not 

out for any troubl e but that some of his men were a rough 

element and would like to cause trouble . Towards evening we 

got white armlets to wear , as it was felt that in case of 

trouble we should wear some distinguishing mark so tha t we 

could recognise each other in darkness . TI1e man in charge of 

the Hibernians came to us and told us that at the conclusion 

of the poll both the Hibernians and the Tyrone men would be 

travelling the same road into rmagh and that he would take 

his men home a different road to avoid trouble • 

... hen the booth was closed and whilst awai ting the removal 

of th e ballot boxes, I saw a number of prominent leaders of the 

Sinn Fein party in the viCinity of the polling station: ­

rlichael Collins , who was a ersonating agent in the booth; 

Con Collins , Limericlc ; Dan Doherty, trabane; Harry l.:cKenna , 

'rmagh, and aul Halli an were the only men I knew. 

: fter the election as over we marched baclt the nine miles 

to i rmagh ci ty and were accomm~d a ted at Gormley t s house , 

Cathedral Streetoo rire were very tired and got good beds . I may 

mention that each man paid his own train fare to tre election. 

"e returned home by the firs t train next morning. 

The next item f im ortance was the election in ast 

Tyrone which took place on 4th ' .. pril 1918 . The Carrickmore Coy . 

a week before the date of the election went to the town of 

omeroy to organise that district ., :'e started a company of 

Volunteers; 'rthur lc i lvogue was appointed Company Captain. 
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On the Sunday before the election the Carrickmore Coy . and the 

Fomeroy Coy . marched to Kildress - where a inn Fein meeting 

was being held - "t-o protect the meet ing . 

~ or the election campaign a number of Dublin men and other 

prominent leaders were each put in chare;e of a district . I 

will try and give the names of the men in cha1"'ge fthe 

different districts: 

Col . J . V. Joyce was in charge of 

J oe S tanley & " 11 

Jack (? Grace , Dublin 
Richard Mulcahy 

Countess ~arkievicz & 
Old ·r~m . J oh 11 Ee lly 

11 

If 

11 

11 

i'omer oy 
LO'i{e rock. 
Kildress and 
Dunamore 
Coalis land and 
S tewar ts to ~n. 

Dungannon district . 

The only unpleasant incident of the elect.ion was an attack ~ by 

stoning~ on Feadar Clancy in Cookstown. The Irish ¥arliamentm~ 

-arty candidate won the election. 

Although the election was a failure as far as electing 

our candidate , the general effect was very £,:ood . '7e made a 

lot of converts to the Sinn "'ein caus e . '~e were als 0 sble to 

organise new companies of the Volunteers in Stewartstovm and 

Coalisland , Cooks to vu , .Arboe and Ballinderry . 

le fte r. the elec ti on a mee.tine of th e Volunteers was held 

to put the area i nto ro er organisational order . The 

following ap ointments were made: -

Brigade staff. O/ C. Francis Doris , Clogher 
Vice / C. John Shields , arrested about 1918, 

succeeded by Albert Tally. 
djutant Michael McCartan, Carriclanore • 
• M. Bob Slane 

Battn . Staff: o/ e. 
Vice O/ C. 
Ad jutant 

• \1 . 
1. 0 . 

Sean Corr , Stuggan, Carrickmore . 
Pa tk. I,icGu' r tfC, Tr omag, do . 
Francis Donnelly do . do. 

atk. Casey do . do • 
.t!.idward Donnelly do . do . 

~lhen the Conscri tion mensce became acute sbout mid-.,pril 

1918 , all Co . Tyrone was joined in a country- wide organisDtion 

to resist the enforcement of conscription by every means . All 
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classes of nationalist opinion joined up to defeat the 

cons cription threat . solemn pledge was signed by all young 

men / and men not so young/ at all chapels in the country to 

resist the enforcement of corn ulsory military service on the 

I rish people . This threat only lasted for a few months and ther. 

fizzled out . As far as I c n remember , there were a series of 

public meetings held in all im ortant centres in the country 

and the greatest enthusiasm exis ted . The ranl\:s of the 

Volunteers were swollen by recrui ts . At this time the 

Na ti onalis ts - I rish l'al'liamentary ar ty - knew very well tha t 

Home _ule was dead; so Sinn Fein was reaping a lot of recruits 

from the former Irish Party sup orters . t the eri od of mos t 

danger the Volunteers had pickets out each night vatching for 

the firs t move to lift our young manhood . scene was cr ea ted 

by a train load of soldiers who came fron :J?ortado'wn direction 

and when the train arrived at Pomeroy it dropped a number of 

soldiers and did the same at each station all the Vlay to Omagh. 

Each detachment of soldi ers , v/hen dropped , at a station, 

proceeded to march along the railway line and the train would 

stop every four or five miles until the soldiers came up to 

train and again boarded it . The Voluntee rs could not understand 

what the so~ dier tactics meant and the inCident caused much 

excitement and alarm and made a lot of Volunteer officers go 

on the run to evade capture . 

The next item of importance was a raid which took place at 

the end of 1918 or early in 1919 on the residence of Captain 

Coote , Ballygawley . TI1e raid was carried out by Bob 8lane, 

Hugh Rogers, Peter dullen, Captain of Sixmilecross and Dunmoyle 

Oompanies . I cannot give a first - hand account of the event , 

but I {now that 16 German rifles and 10 petrol cans of ammuni­

tion were seized . 'l:he ammuni tion did not fi t the rifles and 

it was disposed of to an area where it could be used . After 

this raid Bob Slane was arrested and took part in a hunger-s trikE 

in Mount joy rison. 



A t the Gene ral lec ti on in December 191~ th ere was no 

contest in Mid- Tyrone and it was one of the seats allotted at . 
the conference be tween Cardinal Logue, fIi. fln 1"acNeill and Josepl: 

~ Devlin. There was a contest in South Tyr ne and some of the 

Volunteers from our area took part in the election there . 

The years 1918 and 1919 were the period where the 

Volunteers devoted a lot of time to training and organising. 

Eamon Fleming was sent from G. H. Q. to Co . Tyrone to organise 

and visited every company in the county . Hr . Fleming starterr1 

a few new c?mpanies in areas where no organisation existed. 

Aldrunmond was organised in our battalion. Fleming remained 

3 or 4 weeks in each battalion district . After ~leming ' s 

period with us ended, onnie IvlcGinn, a Dublin Brigade officer , 

was sent to us by G. H.. This man remained Vii th us for about 

3 or 4 weeks and vmen he was leaving Tyrone, he was arrested 

leaving Amiens St . Station in Dublin. 

bout this time - elID of 1919 - Jud ge Rosse's was raided 

and a f ew old shotguns of little value were seized . A raid 

was carried out by Dunamore Coy . on Duruan Lodge , near C oks-

town •. Some ammunition was seized on this raid . 

~ t the end of the year 1919 a reorganisation of the L R. A. 

toolc place in the brigade area which embracEJd the whole county. 

The brigade officers ap ointed were as follow: -

O/ C. 
v/o/ c. 
~ djutant . 

• M. 
Engineer 

1 m. J. Kelly , Dungannon 
Fr~nc1 Curran, Aldrummond , Carricmmore . 
Vincent Shields , Dungannon. 
John Ogle do • 
Sean McDermott 

Frank Doris and otbe bri gade offi cers were in prison when 

this reorganisation took place. There was no cbange in the 

officers of my battalion from 1918. 

Early in 1920 - about pril - vve burned the books am 

papers 0 a man named rluinn, Collector of Taxes , in Dunamore 

Corn any area . "1e also burned an evacuated R.I. C. barracks at 
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a place named Broughd erg . Moun tfield evacua ted barra cks was 

destroyed by ~ldru~llond and Carrickmore companies . This 

bar-racks was s i tuated in an Orange district. 'le destroyed 

the building Vii th ex-plos i ves . I n the summer of 1920 the I. R. J\ . 

raided all the houses in each company area for arms . Both 

Nationalist and Unionist houses were visited .. I n some cases 

the Unionists resisted the raiders. I n ldrunmLOnd district 

one of our men was wounded in the raid on a Unionist house •. 

'':;1e collected a lot of shotguns in those raids . '~e also got 

ineffective revolvers and pistols . ~ bout September , Charles 

Daly arrived trom G. H ••. to take charge . of the Tyrone Brigade. 

fter his 8rri v'al he rnade an inspec tion of each company in the 

brigade and got to know all his brigade, battalion and company 

officers •.. He became in a "hort period most popular with both 

the Tyrone officers and the raru~ and file in the brigade . 

~bout October 1920 , Carric and Pomeroy Companies 

carried out a raid on a mail train.. '\ e captured all the mail 

and censored all the letters and returned censored letters to 

the railway station at Carrickmore . Some of the matter 

collected in this r id vias in code and all coded communication:: 

were sent on to G. H. -I . in Dublin. Bamon Donnelly some time 

later infor~ed me that this raid on the train was responsible 

for saving his life , as he got a timely warning in Donegal 

from G. H. D . tha t he was being raid ed for . 

I n October 1920 also , an ambush was carried out at 

Dunamore . The attackers were Sean McDermott , atrick McKenna, 

• •• Colton and a few others . Two R.I. . • were disarmed, one 

of them being Jounded . The weelc following this ambush. a large 

contingent of R.I. C. arrived in Dunamore from Cookstown to 

raid the district . They v/ere met by a contingent of VolunteerE 

from the local companies and a fight took lace . The R.I.C . , 

when they came under fire , retreated in haste , leaving a number 

of their cycles behind them - 8 or 9 in all . Some of the 
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police were reported to have been wounded , but we did not see 

any of t hem fa l l . Some 1i tt1e time late r , about 1st Nov. 1920 , 

the mails coming to Dunamore district were commandeered . ~lso 

abou t the same time the Volunteers carried out an extensive 

raid f or poteen , in which a large number of stills were 

ca tured and destroyed . I n one case the ovmer of a sti ll put 

up a vigorous fi ght armed with a shotgun . He had to be shot 

before he could be overcome and he died the next day . 

bout Oc t - Nov. 1920, Oharles Daly lanned a raid on Beragh 

Barracl{s with the intention of capturing it . I went with 

Charl i e to th e' barracks to r econnoi tre th e surroundings and it 

a peared that the capture could be effected without much trouble 

On the night a pOinted for the attempt , Oharlie Daly decided 

to call it off: after the men detailed for it had been mobilised . 

I t ap ears that the district , bein an Orange ne , some of the 

local Volun teers feared t hat reprisals would be carried out on 

all Nationalists living in the district after the attem t on 

the barracks and that the Volunteers would not be able to 

rotect the eop1e threat ened by a local parson named Karsm 11 

who had pr mised to Qarry out t errible reprisals on the 

Catholics in his dist~ict if anything were attempted there by 

the I. R. J . 

I n Nov. 1920 , two Volunteers were under arl' est on some 

charge relati ng to Poteen. Both men refused to recognise the 

Court . Their trial was fixed for Omagh and they Vlere being 

removed from Derry jail to Omagh for the tri a1. ..f: new Dis tri ct 

I nspector of the R.L C. named Ferris had come to Ballygawley. 

This man, it appears , had been at the shooting of Lord layor 

McCurtai n in Oork and was to some extent on the 1'un , as it was 

kept a secret where he was stationed . Oharles Daly got informa­

tion from G. R. • that he was in Eallygawley and planned to have 

him ambushed duri ng the transfer of two I.R . ... . prisoners to 

Oll1agh for trail . There were about 16 or 17 I. R. a . mobilised 



for this operation in addition to others 1h08e duty was 

outpos ts and bloclcading of roads . Of' the 16 odd in the 

attacking t>arty , about 14 were from my battalion area . 

8. 

The night before the attaclc we were billeted in an old 

disused house about 3 miles from the Site of the ambusb . arly 

in the morning of 23rd November tV10 Volunteers, Hugh Bogue and 

Hugh I.TcGinn who had been detailed for scout duty by Daly came 

and informed us that 2 motor cars containing police includimg 

D.1. Ferris had gone towards Derry early that morning for the 

prisoners . " e decided to ambush the t>olice on their journey 

baclc from Derry . ~'ihen darkness fell we proceed ed to the si te 

of the ambush and took osi tions . The scout who led us across 

country to the -posi tion was named Turbett . :, e took ut> 

osi tions along the road at a bend on the road'o Tbe majori ty 

of our men were on one Side , but ast the bend we had a 

number of men placed on the 0 osi te side . bout an hour 

after we arrived and took up oSition scout we had placed 

about half a mile from the positi on gave the Signal ~1at the 

police cars had passed him. On their approach we were ready 

for them. . addy I'lcGuirk who had charge of the bombs fi red 

the first bomb which e loded near the first car and knocked 

the car out of action and wounded one of the R. I . C. The 

. second bomb , which he threw at the second car , failed to 

explode and we all opened fire on the second car wi th all 

we had . Tbe car passed thr ugh our oSition at a high seed 

and u . ~ the 1" ad overtook some of the occupants who had 

esca ed from the first car and lifted them and all got away . 

Charles Daly and I advanced on the car which got immobilised 

with the first bomb and found a wounded policeman in it whom 

we disarmed of t 10 revolvers ac=!l a . 45 and . 380 . .e 

ushed the car to a local farm house of a man named iu onta&rue . 

~"e took the wounded policeman into the house j at this stage. 

He appeared to be in a bad way. ·ie asked him what religion 
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he \vas and he said ' Catholic ' , so vve told him we would send 

on a ~riest and a doctor to attend him. He then told UE that 

he was a l?rotestant and tha t he did not want a riest . ~llhen 

we were leaving the house we heard a motor bike coming. ' le 

sto'P~ed this man to asle him to get a doctor for the wounded 

R. I. C.+ The motorist t urned out to be a schoolteacher f' r oll 

Co . Kerry who k new Charl ie Daly very we l l . There were three 

R.I. C. and two ' B' menJ who drove the carsJ wounded . This 

o eretion was carried out in pitch darkness; otherwise , I 

thiI c that none of the R.I. C. would have escaped . 

I t transpired l ater that D.I. Ferris was not with the 

'Party ambushed . Ee either Vlent another route home to Bal1y­

gawl ey or did not travel that evening . Ferris was soon after 

this transferred to Be l fast where an attempt was made to 

execute him. He was wounded and recovered . 

About the end of 1920 , Mich.ael McCartan, who had been 

adjutant of the Tyrone Brigade ~om 1917 up to the reorgani sa­

tion i n 1920 , was arrested by Cro~vn Forces . He was tried and 

received a enal servitude sentence of 3 to 5 years . bout 

as 1920 , S ean McDerrnot t , brigade engineer, was arrested 

and als 0 Charlie Daly. TiIcDermott was courtmartial1ed am 

sentenced to a term of enal servitude . To explain what 

adventures happened to Charles Daly, I cannot do mor e than 

quote an acc ount of it written for me by Muiris O' Cathain, 

N. T. !IIarlboro St . Model Schools , Dublin. 

It _ b out a fortnigl1. t or so preceding Xmas Eve 1920 , Char lie 

and I were staying in · .... 1el an ' s Hotel, Eccles St ., a familiar 

and fraterna l meeting place of Kerry Gaels . On this particulaI 

evening Charlie , who was usually the gayest of s iri ts , 

approached me Vii th a careworn se ious expression and , stroking 

his chin in a rather fretful mood , said: IlIl.Iuiris ! I don ' t 

often feel a strong resentiment of things to come, but I 

can ' t get it out of my head all thi s day that '11elan ' s Hotel 
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is going to be raided by the Tans tonight • • !hat do you think 

of that hunch?" 

I had to lau -h outright at seeing the gay Om rIes in that 

sombre mood and heari ng him ive in to foolish resentiments 

about places bein' raided when raid i ng was the order of the day 

or rather the night . 

On questioning him abo'Gl., the matter and finding no tangible 

reasons for his feelings I said: "Charlie, boy , we can ' t alwa s 

have a cosy bed in a comfortable hotel and I can ' t see any good 

reason for ui t.Ling tonigh t , so forge t it and stay here ll • 

.... 0 I stayed and Oharlie left to sleep with his friends the 

' Hahonys of 36 de Oourcy °quare and , as s"trange fate would have 

it , there was a raid that very night; not i'b.elan ' s Hotel , but 

36 de Oourcy Square ! Oharles was arrested and gave the name 

Oon r.:oynihan, N. T. employed by the Chris tian Brothers in 

Dungannon. The Tans were ver~T curi ous about Char lie ' s handsome 

face and the uncombable cowslick which perSisted in ringing 

u on his forehead , no ma tter how they tried to keep it dovm .. 

Oharlie told me afterwards that they had an idea that he was 

Hcle Collins and , having heard of Oollins ' s cowsliclc, thi s 

untameable ty e of Oharlie ' s must have ' fascinated them. 

I heard no more of him for 10 days and then an oldish man 

called to see me at :-ihelan' s Hotel , said he was a released 

prisonel' fran the North Dublin Union 3arracY..8 and had 

instructions from Oharlie that I "Yas to roceed immediately to 

Dungannon, call to the Christian Brothers , get them to wire 

Dublin Oastle that their assistant teacher, Oon Moynihan , was 

urgently required by them to ta1ce up his duties , that they were 

certain he was innocent of seditious tendencies , etc . ; also that 

I was to ge t ossessi on of a bicycle in the hall of some shop -

the bicycle was that of the sergeant of the R. I. C. who was lcillec 

in an ambush some time reviously; also that , in a room u stairs 
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in same sho!, there was a trunlc of Con ~I oynihan t s in which there 

was a . 45 pistol . 

I carried out my ord ers and landed th e luggage from the 

north into ~melant s Hotel. The wire from the Brothers 

performed its mission; Oharlie 

alia~post haste and released ! 

as tried on a Friday under his 
J 

On Saturday morning Gharlie arrived bleefully at -,11elan' s 

and was ab ou t to star t for the north road on his famous bicycle 

Just as he was about to leave, an I . R.! . courier came tearing 

up Eccles St . on a motor bic~icle wi th a dispatch that General 

nulcahy ' s offi ce in Dawson St . waS raid ed early on Saturday 

morning and that Charlie ' s name was found on a list under the 

alias of Con I~loynihan now in North Dublin Union Barr8cks . On 

hearing the news harlie rushed towards me, put his BIDmS around 

me in a close hug and said smilingly: ' Euiris , that wire of 

yours save my life this time ' and then he pushed me off my 

feet wi th urgent oruers that I was to watch Kint£sbridge Sta tion 

every night till Con Lioynihan returned from his : as holidays 

in Kerry and Ghat Oon was to return home to Yerry immediately. 
, 

I magine Con ' s cavalier unconcern on hearing that he was to 

relinquish his job end return home to l~erry ! Them were °l;he 

days ! Con threw back his head in a comical grouse , sl1lirlced 

his nose and said: I I am often thinking of joining the I:erl'y 

Flying Oolumn ' and he did If . 

Oharlie Daly returned to his duties as soon as he was 

released i n Dublin. bout the end of January 1921 , o~ 

' Duffy came to 00 . Tyrone on a miSSion of some sort which took 

him to various districts in Co Tyrone and C • Derry. I 

personally loolced after his comforts in my battalion area. I 

was also in a osition to get O ' Duf~J accowru)dation with a 

Father l1cNamee who was a relation of mine at Feene~l in Co. Derry 

"here Fr ... I,IcNamee was a Ca tholic Curate. 
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bout Uarch 1921 , an important meeti ng of I. R •• officers 

took place in my battalion area at the house of a man named 

Miclcy Gormley , ~skerboy, Trooney . s far aE I canremember , 

the following officers attended: - Eoin O' Duffy , J oe IvTcKelvey, 

Dan Hogan, Charles Daly. ~1ere may have been others resent 

at the meeting whom I didn ' t lcnoV! then I made all the 

arrangements for this meetine; and took -precautions to ensure 

the safety of the officers .. The object of this meeting was then 

a matter of the utmost 8~crecy and I was not told any details 

about i~ . I believe , ho lever , that the ur-pose of the meeting 

was a discussio on the form.ation of divisional areas in the 

north . 

During the month of I,:arch 1921 , a lot of meetings were 

held in Co . T;yronE:3 at which 30in O' Duffy attended . ~1.ese 

mee tings were the occasion of a lot of extra work for the local 

Volunteers.. O' Duffy had to be escorted from place to -place 

and guarded W1erever he was staying. O' Duffy ' s order to each 

uni t of the Volunteers VIas to carI'Y out some o-peration each week; 

it didn ' t matter hO\l simple it was , cut ting of wires , trenching 

roads , etc • .:ny op ortunity of attacking s ecial 'Patrols should 

be availed of . He sent a lot of hia time in Co . Derry about 

this time . He had to aSs thl~ough our battalion area on his 

journey to and Lrom Co. Derry . I n our batta~ion area t~ere were 

two very safe tidies !! ready for him at any time , Hugh Grogan , 

Tromague , and Keenan ' 5 , Greenc!;lstle . Cn one occasion whilst 

O' Duffy vIas sta~linc; i n our area Con _,aI' , later T. D. for I;ona~har 

ceme to see him and they had an irllportsnt confere nce which lasted 

for S orlle time . (I' Dm .. fy told ' me af terwards t~1a t :~ard ' s vi si t \I,as 

caused by ~erd ' s endeavour to get O' Duffy to allow :Iard to s "~and 

as a T. D. for l1onag11 an~ I heard from another source a t the time 

that ~c;rd ' s visit was due to his osition as Divjai nal 1. 0 . to 

the 5th HOI'thern Division and concerned the execution of a woman 

SpJ7 named r.:cKenna v'ho \7aS later executed . O' Duffy introduced 

the i mposition of an I. E . •. • levy in Co . 'l.'yrone which was collec"ti­

ed by the Volun t eers all over the country . ;11 volunteers, 
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officers and men on the run VJere aid £1 er week out of this 

money . 

I n ,hpril 1921, O' Duffy i ssued a gener~l order that all 

armed enemy atrols were to be attaclced on a certain night . 

I n the villa 'e of arrickmore a patrol Vias attaclced near the 

barracks; bilO cons tables severely wounded . I vas in charge of 

this operation; 8 or 9 took part in the attack; other members 

of the comparlY were d oinJ duty as out os ts . 

I n .... ldrummond Coy . the operation selected was a atrol of 

R. 1. C. at r,Iou tfi eld . This patrol did not leave barracks tha t 

n i ght and the Vice Brigade O/ Ca" Francis Curran vTho lived in 

the dis trict , decided on at taclcing the barrac {s at Moun tfield . 

The a tteclc 0 ened a t about 12 midnigh t and I myself heard f i r ine 

going on at 6 a . m. next morning. This barraclc was a 6 trong 

06 i ti on, as th e old barrac}\: had be en evacua ted for the new 

barrack wh i ch was a strong defensive osition. The barrack was 

no t talce n • 

.. nother attack on the same ni:~;ht was on a atrol at 

omeroy . Two Gen fr..om Carrickmore area "lent in to hel iomeroy 

Co~r . to carl'"lJ out the attack ; on the way into Fomeroy the two 

Carriclanore men ran into the patrol; t hey opened fire on them •. 

The R.I. O. ran down a lane and r an i nto the omer OY Coy who 

were on their way to the place planned for the attack. The 

]>omeroy men immedi a tely 0 ened fire on the poli ce fron/a bad 

08i tion havinG to fire up a h ill where the police had good 

cover. 1. friendly R.L C. ma n named staunton was on the atrol 

be i ng attacked . This man created a pantc amongs t the police 

by rais i ng the cry that the patrol Vias completely surrounded ~ 

The police then rushed across gardens to the barrac-s . No 

casual t ies on either s i de • 

.f 11 those attacl{s in Co . Tyrone toolc lace on 5th ril 
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1921 and v/ere confined to the following corn an;}.' areas: ­

'1"omeroy , Carriclcmore and Idrummond . I t was re rted :tn the 

Press tha t the .1. . suffered 10 v/ounued in all the night ' s 

o erations . 

'" bout mid - A ril 1921 , Eoin ' Duffy 'vIa s recalled to Dublin 

by G. R. • Re did not return to 7yrone until after the Truce . 

Re was appointed by G. R .• as De uty Chief of " taff and 

remai ned in Dublin until the Truce. 

lbout this time a series of raids and round - u s t.ook 

place all over Co . l'YI'ol1e . No V lunteer of any importance VIaS 

captured . During the months of tlay and June 1921 , there was 

li ttle mili tary 8cti vi ties . j vigorous cam aiGn was carried 

out in connection with the Belfast trade boycott . 

On loth July 1921 , we held up a train on the line between 

Carriclcmore and Fomeroy; i t'l8S the night mail betYleen Belfas t 

and Derry . i7e set fi re to the train and burned wagons 

con taining all classes of e;oods . ome of the carriages contain 

ed bicycles . Char1ie Daly vias i/c, of this 0 er~tion .. It was 

carr'ied out by Pomer:oy and Carricimnore COL'l allies . After 

burning the train, all the men enga ed Vlallced from Tromague to 

Dunamore and burned Doon ' s Creamery before the Truce on 11th 

July 1921. ..!. t this Creamery "ve me t the 1'0110 ::ring officers: ­

Lieut . General Dan I1cKenna; Comdt . Sean Haughey; Pat IvicKenna; 

Franlc Curran and a lot of the local Dunamore Company men. 

_ t this place we found only one man in the Creamery . He was 

armed and pu t up a fight until he was over-P0vlered. ~iJe 

captured a motor bike , a rifle and a revolver o 

Imrnediately after the Truce in July 1921 , a number of 

officers Yle e selected for training at GlenastJ10le Camp , Co . 

Dublin , and went there for a few \/eelcs ' training . I remained 

at home and did not go to G1enasmo1e . 

Battalion trainin~ cam s were set u - one at Dunamore 
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and another at .. ldrummond 0 1-. di visional training camp was set 

ut> at Cl'anae;h ! Of1'i cers f1"0111 Dublin Yiere in charge of training 

Ca t . Sean Daly and Lieut . Sean O' Neill. Each f1'icer of the 

battalion, bri ade and divisional staffs did one weee ' s 

training and , after a la )se of s rne '\7eeks, when other staff 

and corn any officers were being trained, the battalion, briGade 

and divisional officers were recalled to the camp for another 

peri od of trainin~ . Thos e training CatIl s las ted for at leas t 

tvlO months during Sept and ct . 1921 . In Decewber 1921, 

General r.;ulcahy im ressed on all the offi cers the necessi ty 

of rec1'ui tin.; new membe rs in to th e 1. R. A. I did no t like this 

idea at the time , as I looked on the men who remained out of 

the Volunt eers during the Tan 'liar as wanting in nati onal ou t ­

look and of little military use to us . 

:'llien Gen . Mulcahy was leaving us he went into Der~J ci ty 

where Cl meeting was held in the Guildhall, Del'ry ci ty .. I wen t 

wi th I,Julcahy to Derry and wai ted there until the meeting was 

over .. This meeting vias for the divisional , bri~ade and 

batta lion officers of the 1st 1 orthern Division. 

Froel the be 'innin2: of 192C om/ards we had republi can 

courts in o-peration in Co . lYl'One and we settled a lar..::;e nun1ber 

of cases which would otherwi se have gone into e ri tish 

Oourts . In one instence in Galball./ district a Unionist sho -

lwe er sued,.,a nationalist customer f bis..) for a debt due . 

The case wa tried before tbe Republican Courts and the 

plaintiff got a decree for the amount due which Vias prom tly 

aid ., The Republican police were organis ed and carrlec1 DU t 

all olice worl{ found necessary by the ourts . Occasi onally 

it was necessary to effect arrests when ordered to do so by 

tbe Courts . I n sI , the Re ublican Courts were found to be 

most effective and fair to all liti...;ants and their deci8ions 

were ah;D;}'S accepted ili th the res ect that fair honest dealings 

always insDire . 
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I n our be ttali on area there wereGWo Justices, ~,Ialachy 
, 

1,IcGuone , !'omeroy, I::llld tU chael :"ard riullislin Petri ck I',:arsha: 

C8rrickmore , was clerk of the Oourt . 

From the start of Sinn .ein in 19G7 or 19 8 there was an 

r~anisation in existence in 00 . Tyrone . : 'e had a local brancl 

in. Carrickmore from the beeinning. Brunches were later 

or anised in other 00 . l~lrone districts after 1916, but there 

were branches in existence before 1916 in Dungannon, Coal-

island , Clo[;her , Donou h aore , S tI'aoane , Gl'eencas tle and Beraeh . 

'~11en the Sinrt Pein organisation s read over tIle c unty 

generally in __ 917- 1918 , the ~roung men were active in Sinn .t!ein 

as well as in the Volunteers . Branches of OUlilann na mBan were 

11 exis tence ~enerally everywho re a corn any of Volunteers 

existed end a great unit;y of effort existed between those 

t~ree organisations . 

I n the early mon ths of the year 1922 the Volun teArs in 

Co . Tyrone l1ad under ~ one a course of trainin::::: in camps and in 

local c mpany areas and were vvell oreanis ed . The 06i tion of 

the or anisatj.on and trainin' of the olunt ers in early 1922 

'WbS th e peak t bat was reached . le had not made much rogress 

in the me tter of roviG ing arms d ur ing tl1e Truce eri od . 

Thirty or forty rifle.s in serviceaole condition was the a Jrox, 

stren~th eaE:1, at the end of February 1922 . Tb se rifles , 

about 3(0 Shot guns and ab ut 1 revolvers were our total 

armament . 

On 16th Illarch 1922 Chor1ie Daly Vias recalled to Dublin. 

This was the last vIe savI of him in our art of Co . Tyrone .. 

I d o not know what vias the rea8 on for his recall to Dublin. 

Before he left Tyrone we Ilad Vlsns made for a raid on i' tlleroy 

R. 1. 0 . BarI'D C:(8 • Constable Staunt n , a native of Co . r,Iayo , 

wes serving in Pomel'oy Barracks and he had promised to give 

the barracks away to u s by 0Vening the door at an arranged 
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time on the nie)1t of 18th 1.:arch 1922 . -~'e had two of our 

officers in constant touch with Staunton for some days before 

the raid was to tal(e -pVwe and everything Vias -planned to the 

smallest detail . is Charlie Daly had to leave the area two 

days before this raid , he , y;hen bidding us goodbye, wished us 

_. od luck in the success of our _lans . 

The general plan for the raid was tha t all the 25 1I1en 

taking art vere to ap roach the barracks at the a pointed time 

in stockings , so that we should make no noise to alarm the 

olice or a few Unionis ts who lived 0 posi te the barraclcs . 

In ~reparation for the removal of the arms etc ~ in the barracks 

we had to commandeer a lorry and a rivate car , the roperty 

'of :Paddy IlicCullough , Greencastle . Those vehicles were taken 

to the vicinity of fOllleroy that evenine • 

... t 1 a . m. on the morning of 19th liEH'ch 1922 , 25 of us 

ap-proached the barracks whilst the loca company guarded all 

the approaches leading into Iomeroy and cut wire communications 

'-'e arrived at the barraclcs and knocl{ed on the door . Constable 

Staunton 0 ened the door; all the rest of the garrison were in 

bed , most of the slee ins so souru11y that we had trouble 

awaking some of them. 'e had each a length of ro e and 'When 

we 'ot into the baL"'r C.es we roceeded to tie up each man of the 

garrison including staunton. None of them howed any resist­

ence and the whole 0 - eration of getting control in the barracks· 

took u only a few l!1inutes . The garrison, as far as I can 

remember , numbered approXimately ei :'ht men :.{I-e got going 

immediate y , carrying out all the arms , ammunition and bombs t­

and loading them onto the lorry and car . I n all , we go t about 

18 service rifles , about 20 service revolvers and a large numbel 

of bombs .. -:ne took everything in the barraclcs of wili tary us e , 

straps , belts, etc . The whole o-peration was completed in three­

quarters of an hour from the time we entered the barracl'.:so ·.~·e 

handed over some of the stuff to ?orneroy Com any and some to 



18. 

C8rriclcmore Company; the remainder of the stuff was Clumped at 

Greencast e . The handing over arC! the dumping of the arms , etc 

was all plaTLl1ed as part of the main operation snd vent off li}ee 

clockwork . lone of this ma teria 1 \Vas eve:r ca tured al though it 

w s raided for all over the lece. 

'{hen we were leaving the vicinity of '-'omeroy after the 

raid , all roads 'were bloc1'::e to reven t us being followed am 

no trouble ill e;etting away ensued • 

... :'s far as I can now recall, the I' llowing officers and. 

men to k art:.- ":ajor ~iorris , Franlc Strange , Patrick ~cl:enna , 

James Ivlc]]lduf:E, Fra!"llc LYlm, John llLi 1 vy , Torn Lucas , Pe trick 

Heel' , Charlie Gtllan, Franlc '(ard , atrick Slane , ••• Regan , 

Frank Donnelly and Sean Corr, etc . 

This raid was follo\led b~T the mos t intensive rai ds by the 

3ri tish mili tary, oli ce and Special s * mhe chapel was surround · 

ed at Mass time and all the congrega tion searched and 

interrogated , .i.. "'ter this raid on the bar'racIcs, a platoon of 

Specials was established in a lar~e house , the pro erty of 

Colonel Lowery and those men carried out a reign of terrorism 

in the surroundtng dis trict. One night a small car came from 

Col . owery ' s to Daly' s of Dryarch. One of the Dalys Vias a 

partner of mine in a butchering business and our books and 

papers were in tbis' house .. The S - ecials sprin.lcled th e house 

\vi th etrol and set fire to i t, burnin~ '11 the contents . 

Luckily none of the men \ ere in the house; the Yvomen were 

removed before the fire VIas started . 

Jbout this time an ambush took lace at Dunamore . 7 or 8 

Volunteers toO{ art in an attack on a party of 0 eciels who 

were raiding in the district . One of the Specials Vias lcilled; 

no Volunteers were wounded . The S ecials had to retreat from 

the engagement . Tv,o night later a small car drove up to the 

pub owned by John IvlcCracIcen, an old man 78 years of age . The 
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men in the car Imoclced at the door a ter darIe and when old 

hcCracken came to the door, the men at the door shot him dead . 

This shooting tool;: lace about two days after the Dunamore 

81 bush 'orne days after this shootinc£ , a arty of Specials, 

under the command of Col . lcClintock , raided Carrickmore 

district . .-: .. t Lou hmacrory, near Carriclu,'1ore , a number of 

Volunteers were bille ted in a disused house . They saw Colonel 

II.IcClint ocle ' s party coming in lorries and six of the Volunteers 

got into osition and 0 ened fire on the Specials . mhe 

Volunteers had to retreat and a rUl1ninE fire to k lace across 

the Co ney m-untains in the diirection of Greencastle . The 

S ecials ! lorries moved around two roads that circled the 

mountain 'Ni th the inten ti on of cutting off the 70lunteers when 

Specials on f ot had forced the!!1 into a tra on the o.posite 

side of the mountain. During this retreat one of the oluntee:r 

name Hagan was wounded . His comrades carried him f r a ood 

distance and he was eventual ~ left in a fa~lfuouse, dressed 

in 01 ~ clothes and they were able to mal e their own escape. , 
Hagan was caught., savagely tortured and , under torture , he 

gave the names of the other men in the ambush.. A week later 

tvvo of the ambush party \lere arres ted - :f . I\~c ... : leer and Charlie 

Gillan _. officers of the ldrummond om any . Ragan swore 

against them in their trial for the raid on omeroy Barracks 

and they got five years ' enal servitude each . This man 

afterwal"ds joined the pecial Constabulary and some time later 

disappeared out 0 the country . 

On the night of the signing of the Coll.'ins-Graig Fact 
l "r ~ 

in London, decided to knock the brid ge at Dunatnore 

so -(;1]8 t raiding parties could not use it for motor transport . 

Fatrick EcKenna was in cl1ar.:;e of this operation hel ed by 

other members of the Dunamore Coni an~r . Lieut . Franl<: ,'ard of 

... l.ldrunmlOnd Company~ and a battalion offi celJ wal;) second in 

conu,land of th e 0 era ti on and was goins guard on the road 80me 

distance from the 1n'ide;e . lIe didn ' t go f8r down the road 
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when a police officer s te ped out on the road and called on 

him to halt . Frank opened fire on 1.he officer and shot him 

through the right lunv ~ The S eCi81s , Ylho were in ambush 

behind the fence , 0 ened fire on Franlc . He recei ved two 

bullet wounds in the .:; tomach. He was able to et "back to ·the 

men who were ·working at the bridge and get them away . He 

walkoo two miles afterwards . He was taken to a house and a 

priest and d ctor sent for . The next morning a round - u of 

the area started and Franle ;.x'ard vias ca tured . He was removed 

to a Belfast hospi tal where he died a few da;ys later . I t was 

later found out that this alertint;:; of the S"pecials was the \" rl\ 

of a s-py named "uinn wl1 0 Vias a Volunteer and lived in the 

district and ·who knew of the -plan s to knock the brj_dt:;e . I ... 

v lunteer officer found a letter of :uinn' s viliich disclosed 

the fa ct that he was gi vine the enemy informa ti on . -le arres ted 

'uinn and , as we had no local facilities for kee-ping him, we 

sent him to Draperstown district to awai t courtmartial. He 

escaped i'l~om Draperstpvv'n and vent to live in the police 

barracks in Cookstown. 

~,bout the first week in ~·" ril 1922, attacks wel'e taking 

place in Dune;annon , Coalisland, Dromore and other arts of 

Co. Tyrone . s a result of these activities , VolunteE:::rs came 

into our district as a safe resting lace from the areas \mere 

attacks took "place . ';'~s our funds v{ere running short , we had 

no money to meet our liabilities. bri~ade tneeting was held 

and it was decided to send a courie to Charlie Daly,who was 

then in Donegal, for money . T'ne spli t in the I. R .. ~\. was at 

this time coming to a head and our courier came back to inform 

us that he could not get any money from Daly . meeting Vias 

called to consider the courier ' s report that no cash w~s 

available . :"itbl. J . _elly resided t this meetinG. Those 

resent included Sean McDermott , John gle , :faddy IdcKenna, 

Sean Co.rr , _\rchie HcDonnell and several other officers from 

the brigade . The ms'ority at the meetinc decided to recognise 
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the rovisional o government . · gai s t the roposal were ~1m .oJ . 

Kelly , ... rchie IIIcDonnell , John Ogle. This difference of o:pinion 

was not the cause of any bad feelin,2 bet\ieen officers and it 

did not reduce any ill-feelings afterwards . ''le divided fairly 

all the staff rifles , arms and equi rt18 nt. i courier Vias sent to 

Dra )ers town to explain the si tuation to l'lajor Iiorri..., and Daniel 

I,,:cl:enna . This courier brou1.:':h t us becF a sum of money to cover 

our' ay as fficers and we used this PlOney to cover the expenses 

of keeping men on the x'un vlith us from outside areas ... 

L8ter 011, as so many could not live at home or could not 

be safely put up in .!.uiet districts on the run , a cat!1p was 

started in Co . Donegal where all thos e men could go and undergo 

°a course of trainin" for 0 erations later on in the Six Counties 

area . DUI'ing this period also arms and ammunition were being 

sent into Nor thern Irelan5. :fillie John Kelly , rchie i'Ic:i)onnel 

Tom Ye11y and a lot of men from DunQannon area went into Co . 

Donegal and joined u-p \7ith Charlie Daly on the anti-treaty side . 

I n Fay 1922 , a general ris i ng in the Six Counties vias 

-plmmed for . I am s Drle\711 a t vague ahou t the sequenctl of events 

here but I know that we had orders to cut all communications 

and talce up the railv/ay line . ,:e did this , and soon afterwards 

there "as a bi~ round u of all Volunteers and republicans all 

over the Six Counties area . .< very lare;e number of eo-pIe wa' 

arrested in many laces . Five or s~x were a rrested in romeroy 

area . '~'e ',ere all on the run and had been so for months at this ° 

time . I n Carri ckmore vIe v/ere able to nov e about VIi thout much 

dan:er , but we could not sleep at home . ° I ke_t movin~ about 

through the battalion area kee in~ things e;oing. up to July 1922. 

On 12th July 1922 HuCh 0 ' Rourke and I rocured a h01"se and 

cart and started for Cranazh near JPlumbridge to take a loed of 

ammuni tion to Greencastle . ,t;, t Crana 11 there waS a large dUlTIP 

of arms stored which had been sent in from Donegal some time 

previously for use in ~orthern Ireland ~ ~~en we arrived at 
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local com- any .. :lfe got 25 rifles, 35 revolvers , 1 Thomps on 

machine gun and a lot of ammuni tion loaded on the cal't and 
/ 

re turned to Greencas tle v!herG yyre durrrped the 8 tuff. ~'~e had 

only dum ed the stuff in Greencas tle when a severe raid of the 

district tool{ lace . The following week Hugh O' Rourl(e and 

another ac ti ve Volul1 tee r/ named r:cCree8h/ were capt ured in a 

round - up _ The only officers left in the area now were James 

I:IcElduff , J?at J.cKenna and myself.. On the firs t Sunday in 

~ ugust I 'was arrested whils t attending Mass at Cre ,£.:an Cha el . 

I was taken t :fomeroy - 001 .. Lowery ' s house -and got a good 

hammeri ng .. Two days later I was transferred to OooIest own . 

_I n CoOkstO"'vID I met O' Rourke and n18ny others of my comrades 

who had been arrested earlier .. '1'he did not know me when I 

was ut amongst them - I was so badly beaten u- .. 

~,\fter a week in Ooolcstown I was taken out of the 'I.:Uorldlouse 

where we wepe imprisoned for an interrogation by the County 

Inspector, who asked me what had hap ened to me. I told him 

that the Pomeroy Specials had beaten me and stolen £9 fran me; 

alse other religious objects . He asked did I know Gearoid 
~; 

C' Sullivan; I said I did" A 
the Co . I nspector then told me that 

O' Sullivan was in the pay of the Russian Government . Two days 

later I received my £9 and I was well treated in the CoOkstO~1 

~i.7orkhouse . There ~ere about fifteen of us .ris oners there . 

'~nilst in Oookstown one day , O' Hagan - the spy - turned up in 

S ecials ' uniform and came to me saying: " l will not give you 

away , Sean 11.. 0 ' Rourlce and IvlcCreesh were charged for the l'aid 

on ton el'oy Barl"aclcs; O' Hagan roved the a ase against them • 

.&ac11 got five years ' enal servitude . I was not charged . 

Jiftel' 0 ' _ our ~e and ivlCCreesh were taken to Belfast for trial, 

we were taken to Derry rison; after a month in Derry we were 

again transferred , this time to the rgenta , a ris on bo t in 

Belfast Lough. I was released from Larne ,iJorlmouse on 18th 

December 1924$ 
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Before finishing these memoirs I would like to pay a 

tribute to the peo le Vlho Ite t us while we vlere on the run: 

lIrs .. Hadke tt , Glenbeg Galbally; 
Barney IdcCartan (Daly) , ... ltenagh . 
Hugh and Bridget Grogan, Tromague . 
Conlon ' s & Daly ' s , .. 1ughnaneria , Carrickmore 
Chris ty r,leena@1 , Creegan, _ vasky 
Slane ' s and I\:c...,.lduff ' s of Granagh , Carri c more. 
Keenan' s and {cCullough ' s of Greencastle . 
~cCracken of Dunamore . 
Den1s Grogan, Altanagh, Carrickmore • 

... al those peo le gave to us of thei r best; t ey nei ther 

expected nor got any recom ense for the a ttenti on and 

Itindress given to me and m!::lny others . Our resence a :lOn~8t 

them entaile a financial strain 'i"hieh many of them never 

overcame . liT n 1 of them a1"e now dead; a t leas t one was shot 

~ead as a result of his hel to us - John EcCrackElIl o 

:.iili tness : 

. igned: Cc.VVv 
- Date: - -11-~ ~.u,r·/9EO. 
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