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p,O. W.s. 8'7 
My mell10irs "Servant of the ueen tl cover as accurately as my 

memory allows the events with which I Vias connected from birth, 

December 1866 , up to my marriage wi th John MacBride , 1;larch 1903 . 

A few further details about my f anuly and my early life might 

be of intel""est: The Gonnes came from Co . !ayo, b~t my great - Great 

grandfather was disiru1erited and sought fortune abroad trading in 

Spani sh wi ne . My grandfather vias head of a pros erous firm wi th 

houses i n London and 0 orto - he destined my father to take charge 

of the foreign business and had him edu cated abroad . My father 

spoke 6 languages but had little taste for business, so he got a 

c ommission in the Engl ish Army ; hi s gift for languages secured for 

him diplomatic appointments in Austria , the Balkans and RUGsia and 

he was as mu ch at home in Faris as in Dublin. 

My lovely English mother died when I was 4 . and my sister 

Kathleen 2 . Inc nsolable , my father never remarried and devoted 

much time to the 2 childreno 

In care of a nurse our early childhood rras sent in Donnybrook, 
t 

Howth and the Curra@1 with occasional visits to our mother s 

relations in London. . ~ hated these visits after our free Irish life 

where we were allowej to lay with the children of the many mud 

cabins which existed then everywhere . 

Childhood memories are vivid - jus t as words of my father 

influencec my whole life - 11 ~ever be afraid , even of death" • . 

"Will is an incalculable power tl,. . a sentence I heard said by a woman 

whose name I don t t remember , - remained wi th me ; liThe creatul'es , God 

help them, they ha ve los t their motrE rH • She said it while she was 

ta {ing off my shoes and 60c1(8 to dry them one day when a- rain storm 

had sent me with her own barefooted children rushing for shelter 

into her cabin. Of course I took the invariable kindness of the 

poor people for c;ranted then, but later I realised he'll' extraordinary 

it was when there 'v/ere so many survivors of Black ' 47 who had seen 



s een one million o~ our people die o~ starvation while the 

abundant harvests they had sorm and reaped , under escort of the 

English ~rrison, were exported to England . 
I 

athleen and I were 

children belonging to the English gar ri son. ~ould the people o~ 

any other nation have been as ~orgiving as the Irish? 

That sentence liThe creatures , God help them, they have lost 

their rllother" came to my mind in 1884 when I saw the evictions, and 

many times after during the wholesale destruction of mud cabins by 

the battering rams manned by emerg-ency men, recrui ted ~I'O tre 

Orange lodges protected by the R.I.O . and sometimes by the red­

coated military . 

I wish to amplify that conversation \tith my fa~1er recorded 

in Chap terJII of my memoirs. He told me that the Land ;.r. ar had 

made him r ealiae that as an Irishman he ~el t he mus t resign from 

the glish Army and that he intended standing as a Home Rule 

candidate at the next elections; that the only thing that was 

troubling him was the change this would make in our social 'posi tion 

and how it would affect me . He said he had accepted the post as 

Adjutant General in Dublin because he wanted me to have a good time 

on "coming out" . Ue were both so happy 'vvhen we ~ound our thoughts 

were as one, for I worshipped my father . He died of typhoid fever 

before he could put his resolve into effect . 

The shock. of his dea th made me very ill . 1.hen I recovel~ed I 

found our guardian had sold all our belong~ngB in Ireland and had 

destroyed all my father ' s private apens , including that election 

address . He was a bitter Unionist and a diehard Tox·y . rYe 

quarrelled violently and I left his house without a ernlY to earn 

my living on the stage , got an engagement with a touring English 

-theatrical company , but having worked so hard at voice production 

I again ~ell ve~J ill and was ordered by the· doctor to take a cure 

a·t Royat where I met Iilille'Voye and General Boulanger and I realised 

the possibili ty of getting French aid ~or my count~J . 

Regrettably my documents , including letters from Yeats , Russell 

Griffi th , Pearse , COfl..nolly and my French documents were all destro;ye: 
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by a raid on my house 73 t. S te hen t s Green by Free S ta te Forces 

early in the Civil "ar in vlhich previ ously I had refused actively 

to take sides believing it to have been engineered by ~ngland 

immediately after the truce through hel~ instrument the Orange 

Ins ti tu ti on. 

In my house there was an immense collection of papers for during 

the Black and Tan ta r . I had been asked to keep Republican files of 

Black and 1'an atroci ties by Desmond Fi tzgerald and Bob Brennan in 

1918 and was worl\:ing vii th them on Republican publici ty . Miss 

Dorothy Mc rdle , who occupied a flat in my house and was working at 

ublicity vtith Erskine Childers after the split, was arrested and in 

Mount joy at the time , which may have been ti1e cause of the Free State 

raid . vidently the raiders were drunk and found it easier to burn 

all papers than to examine them. So , returning home after a weel\:end 

in the country , I found the door of 73 St . Stephen' s Green hanging 

o en on the hinges and guarded by a D. LI . P . man, who told me 

apologetically tiThe military have done thiS , not the police . I am 

only here to stop looters getting inll. Every window was broken and 

skulls and cross bones daubed on bedroom walls, while outside were 

the still smoking ashes of an enormous bonfire where the papers had 

been burned and charred scraps blew about the Green for days . 

I want to make a correction in my book of memoirs for historical 

accuracy . I place Chapter XXI V - The Battle of the Rotunda - as 

having occurred before my marriage , when actuallY it occurred 2 

months after my return from our strange honeymoon in Spain and also 

I inadvertently omitted the name of an old friend of mine who worked 

hard in the early Sinn Fein movement , lderman Tom 1 elly , who was 

one of my guests at the little tea party in Coulson venue whi ch 

turned itself into the Delegation from a mythical Ci tizens t 'latch 

Committee , whos e Ques tion as to the ' date of Lord Mayor Harrington 's 

holiday provoked the uproar which started the Battle of the Rotunda . 

Recent ly , Seamus I\icianus , the historian, visited me and VIe 

refreshed our mer.lories of these events . : 'e both agree on the 

importance of that IIbattle" for it mar ~ed the first 0 en clash 
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between the decaying parliamentary movement and the rising Sinn 

Fein movement , though as an organisation Sinn Fein was only started 

a rew years later in 1905? and its result was even more im ortant 
,.. , 

as being the first time since the Union in 1800 when officially 

I reland refused to recognise the English Crown and Edward VII on 

his rirst visit to Ireland after the coronation received no official 

wel~ome in Ireland ' s capital - an event whose signi ficance got much 

publicity in the foreign press _ 

Previously , des ite all our efforts we had never succeeded in 

preventing Lord 1,1ayors welcoming ictol"ia , the Famine ueen and 

on bended knees in their crimson I'obes going to meet her and 

presenting her with the keys of the city . The delegates approached 

by the Ci tizens ' tlatch Commi ttee were - Edward Martyn, spokesman; 

Griffith , who drew up the question; Alderman Tom Kelly , Henry Dixon, 

Seatrlus IllchIanus and myself , and outside the Rotunda arter the battle 

\7e arraneed to meet next morning some other members of Cumann na 

Gaedheal at the office of the United Irishman in Fovmes St . to rorm 

The National Counci l of Cumann na Gaedheal , so that vre would have a 

body able to make quick decisions and with more national authorisa-

tion than a mythl.cal Ci tizens ' r'atch Commi ttee . McManus thought 

the meeting was held in my house , but my recollection is that we 

met in the Fovmes St . office . Father 11.nderson was at that meeting 

which had his blesSing, but I thiruc he said again that , belonging 

to the J .. ugustini an Order precluded his name being published . My 

memory ~s not clear enough to state with certainty the names of the 

other memberso I think Councillor Cole was one and fat Lavelle of 

the Celtic Literary Society , but neither I nor McManus are certain. 

~rffe a gre e tha t Edward .Iartyn was appointed as President and I Ge • 

Secretary . 

I should like to recount in some detail the following rather 

amusing and interestine; incident that occurred at the time of 

Kin ~ward ' 6 visit: -

The day before the arrival of the English ling many Irish 

newspapers appeared with black b orders for the death of H. H. Pope 
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Leo XIII. The Bisho t s banquet in honour of Eduard VII would have 

to be cancelled , so everyone said . I t had horrified me that 

Archbishop ~alsh had consent ed to attend it , for I venerated the 

.' rchbishop who had confirmed me . He was looked 011 as a patriot and 

he had subscribed £20 to the '101fe Tone .,Temorial Fund , which proved 

his uns oken disapproval of some of his colleagues who had denounced' 

Ireland ' s na tional hero, ·Volfe Tone , whom the Eng ish had murdered 

in a prison cell . 

To evel'yone ! s amazement the r.:aynooth recepti on of King ~dward 

vias not cancelled . Dublin streets were disf,uS tine; wi th the display 

of Red , ~fu i te and Blue bunting. Mary Quinn and I were feeling very 

tired and a li ttle depressed as we took the last Rathmines tl~am 

after a strenuous day bi l l - posting wi th Inghinidhe na h;';'il'eann of 

the Coronation Oath of which we had had printed lO,OCO copies . 

It had given the olice much work washing them off every ava i lable 

wall , hoarding and lamp post , and Inghinidhe even harder vlork 

re lacing them . Mary got off at her digs in the Rathmines Road, 

promising to lunch wi th me next day . Messrs. Findlater , whel~e she 

worked as ty ist, like all Unionist firms , were givino a holiday to 

their employees in honour of Edward VI I ' s arrival in I reland . 

As I \ alleed dovm Rathgar Road I felt a little anxious . There had 

been no arrests for the bill- posting; the Coronation Oath could not 

be called a sedi tious document and any charges in the police COU1'lts 

for posting it would have given it more ublicity . But I did not 

feel so secure about the street corner meetings for burning Union 

Jacks . I nghinidhe na h 1 ireann had , a great col_ect::.on of these 

trophies snatched from the enemy by the children of our free 

classes . I thought it was qui te lilcely !lary and I would find our­

selves spending the following night in the verminous Bridevlell -

not a leasant pI'ospect , as I knev{ fl'lom experience . I n Bary ' s case 

also it might mean dismissal from her j ob • 

.if. rthur Griffi th and Charles Oldham had often spolcen to me of 

this danger for members of Inghi nidhe . Oldham had said rather 

brutally: til t is all very well for you who are inde endent to carI' 

out your wi l dcat s ch e mes , but you should thiruc of what arrest might 
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mean to girls earning their livingtl • <l\s if I did not ! I had 

taught Inghinidhe the meaning of the word Solidarity. I lcnev! that 

we were all equally resolved that an injury to one was an injury 

to a l l and , so long as any of us had means , we would never allow 

any of our members to suffer want . But I was generally caref ul 

and very lucky and , so far , none of the In@1inidhe had ever been 

arrested . Moreover , ou.r organisation was popular and had enough 

influence , I thought , to secure other jobs for members who might 

be victimised for national activities . 

Disrespectfully and affectionately our friends often called 

I nghinidhe lithe Ninnies ll , and the NiILl1ies Vlould have been 

indignant had they been told they were not to do national work 

because they miGht b~. arrested . 

As I turned down Rathgar ;R08q, the street lamp at the corner 

of lihe little cul- de- sac , dignified by the name of Cou180n ·' ve . 

where I lived next door to I-\..E . , shone on a small house , almost 

opposite to my OYI11 , which was literally plastered with red , 

blue and while bunting and Union Jacks . ''le had such a bi·· collec1 

ion of these to burn that , being tired , I did not think. it ·worth 

while to avail of the late hour and the quiet street to snatch 

another . I wondered what fool could have thought it worth whi l e 

to -put up decorations where there \'Iere so few -passers-by to see 

them, probably some small Bl"itish civil servant , hoping for 

romotion. 

As I sat in my ki tchen, wai ting for the kettle to bOil , my 

eye rested on a broom in the corner - it Vlould make a good flag­

pole; so I went upstairs and found an old black petticoat I 

decided might be sacrifi ced , tor e it in half , nailed one half to 

the brooms t ick and hung it out of the Sitting room window as a 

contemptuous though childish answer to the Union Jacks . 

I was awakened next morning by my ch a rYlOman , tIrs . Fi tz , 

bringing i n my brealcfas t tl'ay. 11 Oh , Miss Gorme , I mean rJadam 

dear" she said " t he -police have been and taken your black flag 



and they have taken the broom too , though I told them I needed it . tI 

IrNeve r mind, Hrs . Fi t z tl I said slee ily, "you will find the other 

half of the etticoat lying on the l{i tC:'l:m f l oor and if you haven ' t 

another broom, asl{ ilrs . Russell for the loan of hers . :1hen I came 

down, another blacl{ flag hung out of the si ttingroom window. _ s I 

was writing at my desk , I heard 1.1rs . Fi tz in the tiny garden, again 

having trouble with the policeman, so I hastily vlithdre'w the fla 

thin1{ing it would be safer ups tairs . Seeing it di sappear the 

policeman, satisfied , departed into Rathgal~ Road . .i:'ven fron my eeepe~ 

bedroom window, the house being very small , the folds of the black 

pe·~ticoat hung dangerously low - vii th a jUiil it could be caught -

so, \7i th a chain, I padlocked the small gate and told Mrs . Fi tz . 

to say I was tlnot at home to callers" 

li ttle later, however , I heard the follmving altercation: 

"The Madam is busy and no time to see callers ll
• 

tlOpen that gate ". 

III can ' t . The IvIadam has the keyll . 

"Ta ce d ovm that black flag thentl . 

"1 can ' t , because the Madam put it there and said it was 

to stay there ". 

From the window I saw the 2 sleuths (G. men} Dublin Castle 

appointed to follow me everywhere, a t the ga te , and one of them, 

taking no notice of Mrs . Fitz , ste ped over the little railing, 

so I thought it time to I:ltep over the "lindow sill and stand directly 

beneath the fla • 

1I~'Uhat do you mean by tr'espassing in my garden?" I as ced vii th 

digm ty . "Didn ' t you hear my maid tell you I was recei ving no 

callers" . "Go out at once llo 

"We will have to get that black flag first". 

":</ho are you?tI 

"The police" . 

llyou will have to prove that" I said, and reluctantly he 

produced his G. man ' s card and I carefully read out aloud his name 

and number . · "Now, where is your wal~rant for forcible entrance on 
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my pro erty?" 

Instead of answering, he tried to eet past me ~ I knew he could 

catch the end of the black petticoat with a jum Dnd it was the last 

half. The man laughed and tried to push me aside , but I stood firm, 

even though Mrs . Fitz was gallantly and vociferously supporting me 

and hanging on to my assailant ' s arms . Inwardly I felt mad with 

myself for the childish impulse of last night which had got me into 

such an undignified position. I was conscious of nei@lbours coming 

out of doors to watch . I heard li rs . Fi tz ' s voice "You dirt;)t 

scoundrel , daring to lay hands on a lady; you murderer , you double 

murderer , daring to touch a lady in her condition" , but I was too 

excited to take in the meaning. Suddenly the G. man loosened his 

hold of me and I heard his companion on the road say "Come on, the 

olice wi ll have to get a warrant U My assailant stepped over the 

railing and the two disappeared up the Rathgar Road . 

Violet Russell , in a blue overall which matched the colour of 

her lovely eyes , had come out of her house and stepped over the 

small railing between our gardens . 

"Maud , whatever is the matter. ~lhy , your blouse is all torn". 

"Only the olice breaking the law and trespassing without a 

warrant" . 

"How disgraceful! " said Violet . "You know, I as an .ilinglish­

woman care nothing for politics , but if those people may put 

out flags , why shouldn' t you?" 

Then she whis ered "The neishbours are all Uni oms ts and worse 

than the police . They may attack you" . 

The small crowd on the road certainly loolced hostile and I 

vias relieved to see the graceful figure of' I~lary ']uinn comLng 

liIliickly down the road . She had evidently talten in the si tuation, 

for she did not try the b~te , but got over the railing. 

"~'hat wea ons have we? " she asked . 

"Only our respectability . You and Violet look eminently 

respectable , though I don ' t wi th my torn blouse . Mrs . Fi tz 

might repare a kettle of boi l ing water. I saw many houses 
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defended with that during the land Vial"' . You and Violet hold 

the fort till I change my dress and find a weapon tl and I 

hurried into the house . I had forgotten my little revolver in Paris . 

but I remembered a scent squirt which looked exactly like a revolver 

and yvould certainly hold that crowd in check . I got into another 

dress with the rapidity of a quick-change artist and with the toy 

revolver in my hand returned to Violet and Mary who were still 

talking beneath the black flag. The crowd on the road had been 

au@nented with various errand boys who were not at all hostile . One 

even shouted "Up the J1ebels" as I Cartle out . 

"I mus t go and get dinner for my children" said iolet, "but 

you and Mary vvill be able to manage. I will come back if you need 

me" . Then, catching sight of the revolver in my hand , IIFor God ' s 

same , don ' t use that ! " 

"Not unless it is necessary~ I assured her and she went into 

her house . 

(1rs . Fitz came to the door to say that lunch was ready . 

"We can ' t leave the flag unprotected ll said Mary. 

" I t ' s a lovely day" I said "what about having lunch in the 

fresh air?" 

A little te.ble and two chairs were brought out and Mrs . Fitz 

served lunch while the crowd looked on. The revolver lay on the 

table well in vie'we rue Yvere at coffee when there was a sudden 

com:notion and the noise of marching men, and a Sergeant and tv,relve 

stalwart D. M. :li? men marched into Coulson Avenue and formed in double 

line on the road in front of my tiny garden. The Sergeant , a big 

red-faced man, looked good-natured . 

lI Miss Gonne" he said "1 don ' t want any trouble . Be reasonable 

and take dO\ID that black f l ag ll • Lil{e Mrs . Fi tz , and sometimes myself 

he had forgott,en that I was married 2 months ago. 

I g0t up and '{lent towards tre gate , the revolver in mJ hand . 
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"I am sure, Sergeant , you don ' t want trouble , neithe r do I , 

and I am J'rate~ul to you for removing all those rude "peo le from the 

path in front of my house . They seem never to have seen anyone 

tal~ing their lunch in their garden on a fine ,l ay da 11 . 

"That flag has got to come dOl'm, ... i8S . Its against orders to 

show bl~ck flags" . Then, coa.xlnc;ly: "You have made your lit,tle 

demonstration; now take it down". 

11 I can ' t do that , Sergeant 11 I re lied gent y It thOU[).1 I would 

gladly oblige you . You see , it is a matter of rinciple . I have a 

revolver and I am a very gooti' shot e ",.nyone who enters my pro-perty 

860i'nst my orders will get a bullet . I t ' s not vlOrth a man' s 1 fe 

and I shall try and not shoot to \:i11 , but I mean what I say. That 

flae; wi ll remain as long as those Union Jacks op)osite remain. One 

man actually got over the railing, 80 I had to get my revolver ;;md I 

have a licence for it ( 'IIvhich was true , though it may have been out of 

date) but now you are here I will have no need to use i t ~1 Then, 

raising my voice , I said "You are an Irishman and a Catholic , 60 

probably are all your men, and don' t you thipjc you would be acting 

more like a Catholic and an Irishman if you occu"pied yourself hauli ng 

dOVJn those unseemly decorations opposi te e Don ' t you knoVl that our 

Holy Father the l'ope is lying in 8 tate in Rome and that in every 

Catholic country in the world , except I reland , flags are flying at 

half-mast , in mournil1S.. Yet here , because an 'nc;lish king,vfho has 

tal<:en a blasphemous oath against our reli gi on, arrives, Ca tholic 

Dublin is to be dis graced wi th unseerllly decorations" . 

I could see my speech was having an effe~t on the policemen. 

Some of the D. M. ]? men lool<:ed at me ap ravingly; one of them roughly 

pushed back some of the crowd trying to get on the path . The 

Sergeant saw a way out of the difficulty . 

"Miss Gonne , if you vlill tell me that flag is onl~l there out 

of mourning for His Holiness the Pope , I shall not interfere vd th i t" . 

liNo , Sergeant , I shall tell you nothinG of the sort , because 

as an I rishman and as a Catholic you should know yourself the meaning 

of that black flag ll and I returned to llIary and ou!! coffee . 
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lIyou do knoH hO\7 to deal with situations" she said • 

..A shrill cry came from a boy at the back of the crowd - "0 , Miss, 

look out ror the flag . They a1""e trying to get it from the roof" 

71e could not see the roof from where vre i1ere si tting \'/i th our 

backs to the house . r'urning round , 'vve saw a man on my roof who 

Vias tr lng to lovier a noose of rope round the flag . I seized 

the revolver, but Mary , who knew it Vias only a scent squirt , 

caught my hand . "Oh ! 01aud , don ' t fire " Let me deal with thistl 

and , taking a bottle of ginger beer from the table , let it fly at 

the man on the roof with such sure aim that he rolled off the roof 

on the opposite side of the house o She was country-bred and 

could throw stones with anyone . 

There was a horrified cry in the crowd . The Sergeant , 

followed by 6 of the poli cernen and the crowd, made his vlay down a 

li ttle lane which led to the rear of the houses . Mrs . Fi tz vlent 

to view events from the kitchen window, \7hi l e I said loudly: 

"I hope that will be a warninG: to trespassers and law- breakers tl
• 

!vIrs " Fi t z re turned to report tha t the man had been talcen off to 

hos i tal in a cab . "He ' s not much injured , only a good bump on 

the head and , I thinlc , a brolcen arm" . He was a Unionist neighbour . 

Of course , as he had no ri ght to be on my roof , he had no case 

against me . 

lIThis is all very well , ~'Iary " I said "but vie have forgotten 

we were to meet Inghinidhe at our offices this afternoon. "Don' t 

worry tl said Mary . "s I was coming here your milkboy told me there 

was a nasty crowd round your house and you were defending a black 

flag , so I scri bbled a note " ur president ' s house besieged . Come 

at once" . I told him to put it on our office door , so the girls 

wi 11 be he re soon. "D 0 ./OU thi nle he wi 11 ha ve i t dell vered ? tI 

I asked . "l am sure he will , for he Vias one of the boys vlho 

brought us in a Union Jack he had snatched yesterday" . 1fBravo , 

Mary , you think of everything. But for you and your ginger beer 

bottle we viOuld have lost the fla and the revolver would have 

been ' exploded ' '' . 
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The police still stood in a line in front of the house , but 

they were guarding us and there was no more talk of removing the 

blEW};: flag. 4: Iso , the crowd in the road was nOli augmen ted by many 

sympathisers . Some of the Unionj.sts had retired into their houses 

to watch events from the safety of their windovls . 

Smddenly there was another sound of marchino men and round the 

corner of '- athgar Road swung a gl">eat -procession, four dee-p, headed 

by the Celtic Li terary uociety . It vIas the Cumann na Gaedheal 

Olub . The Inghinidhe, seeing ~,lary t s message , had told Arthur 

Griffith. The procession moved on ast my house and, as there VIas 

no exit , Ooulson Avenue was soon entirely blocced . It had never 

seen s b many eo le . I unlocked the tiny gate . 1Iembers of 

Inghinidhe na hJ.!li reann, ."b rthur Griffi th , IH cl{ uinn (Il1ary t s brother 

Joe Ryan, Feter 'Jhi te and many friends crowded into the tiny garden. 

I asked J: rthur Griffi t11 to thanl{ the Sergeant for his timely aid, 

which I think embarrassed the Ser eant and Arthu r assured him that 

nO\1 the Cumann na nGaedhea l had taken charge , there would be no 

more danger of disorder . 

It must have been long past their teatime and , after a few 

minutes tall{ vii th Griffi th , the Sergeant and his 12 men marched 

away and the crowd cheered and every Unionist disappeared . 

I would have lil{ed to have invi ted everyone to tea , but as 

there were certainly over a thousand people , that was obviously 

impossible . Violet Russell lent all hel' teacups and boiled l{ettles 

for tea on her' own fire to help ' rs . Fi tz, \'Ihile sOlpe members of 

Inghinidhe slipped away to forage i n little shops not already 

closed for loaves of bread and -packets of butter. They were used to 

laying hostesses at the Cumann na Gaedheal ceilidhes. At.j( rthur 

Griffith t s su gestion I then went out and thanked the crowd . I 

said: "It is great to belong to such a movement as ours . It gives 

one a great sense of safet~r and protection. This illustrates SilID 

Fein: by our own strength and numbers and courage and standing 

together we will free our country . " 'J:hen I sug2: ested ther'e were 

many meetings in the town they would be wantine: to attend and , after 

much cheering, the Cl"OYld at last dispersed •. 
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Cumann na Gaedheal ap ~ ointed 4 men to guard the flag that 

ni13ht , but I said this would be unnecessary as I intended taking j,t 

in at midnight . 

'£here were a numbeI' of men I did not kno\"I who intl'1oduced 

themselves as correspondents of ma" foreign nervs apers who had 

been sent to Dublin to re ort the Roya Visit . I invited them all 

to OOI'le into tea . They were a number of press corres ondents in 

search of copy , after an uneventful day in Dublin - the Maynooth 

ban uet having shocked Catholics too mucb. to a llow ublicity . They 

had seen a rocession crossing tovm which uzzled eo le , as no 

demonstrations V/el'e announced . The siege of Idaud Gonne ' s house by 

Unionists and police was a good story and lost nothing in the 

telling. The efficiency and ra idity of the Cumann na Gaedheal 

organisation was im l'essive . Neithel" Mary, nor I made mention of a 

black -petticoat or a s c ent squirt , but irthur Griffi th and .,J. . E., who 

arrived late, hod a great opportunity of explaining to them our 

Republican views and Ireland ' s resolve for independence , ,and the 

si nificance of refusal of a ci vic wel e'ome 'Go L!.dwa rd VII. 

~il11en at midnigh t I took in the blacl{ flag, the Union Jacks and 

decor8tions on the houses oP'Posi t e had all disa-p- eared . 

Next morning I ot a telegram of comgratulation from John 

MacBride in l'aris and a letter from Willie Yeats in London 

"You certainly have succeeded"" 

It was only then I remembered to ask Mrs . Fitz the meaning of 

her words lIa lady in her condi tion" .. 

"Didn t t you l{now , Madam, I saw him in hi s 'Pram in the teacup 

and he ' s a grand, boy , God bless him? " 

My deal' char was a wi tch wi th the teacu'P , for that boy in the 

pram was Sean who 'was born the following Feb . 7th . 

Cumann na Gaedhealwas founded in 1900 at my house immediately 

after the deplorable events r'ecorded in eha ter ~:JCVII of my menlOirs 

and J rthur Griffi th and llillie Yeats drew up the 'Pro ;ramme. The 
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,!1.nglish , worlting for the Intente Cordial and the French Government, 

revented the 81"rest of the French Colonel being ublished in the 

newspapers - he was handed over to the French Embassy in London 

which arranged for his return to France . The Colonel - at Dr . 

Ryan ' s reques t , had come to -"ne;land to make direct contact vii th the 

I . R. B. and I had acted as intermediary so his betrayal destroyed my 

worlt in France and all our hope of obtaining aid from the French 

General Staff. Moreover it considerably weakened the anti - British 

section and helped C1emenceau , who always wanted an .;ng1o-Fr6nch 

11iance , to return to power. 

I resigned from the I . R.B. to which, I believe , I was the only 

woman ever admi tted , as did Wi1lie Yeats amd J; rthur Griffi th and a 

good many other young I .R. B. men when they learned those facts . rie 

had lost fai th in a secret society for freeing Ireland , but vIe felt 

an 0 en revolutionary movement could create an atmosphere out of 

which armed revolution could develop _ 

Cumann na Gaedhea1 was the society from which the einn Fein 

movement developed . For the purpose of publicising our ideas 

· rthur Griffith and I composed a speech which I delivered at various 

places including Limerick, Corl<: and Sl<:ibbereen~ Arthul" was not fond 

of public speaking. mhe speech was ub1ished in full in the 

Sl<:ibbereen Eagle . Each paragraph of it ended 'vi th the words Sinn 

Fein. 

've started at once to apveal to Youne I reland Societies who 

needed some central direction to galvanise them into activity and 

all the numerous , t 98 Clubs who , after the Centenary of t 98 was passee 

had little to occupy them. I n fact , we accepted the affiliation of 

any club or SOCiety , literary , dramatiC , social, athletiC, whose 

members acce ted the ideal of complete national independence and 

who agreed to send delegates to annual conventions which at first 

were to be held in Dublin at Bea1 taine and at Samhain and for which 

we usually were able to secure the 1\ ansi on House, or sometimes the 

Rotunda . These conventions often lasted for 4 or 5 days. Inghinidhe 

na hEireann and its several branches affiliated and acted as 



15 . 

hostesses as did the National Players who arranged for shows and 

ceilis . It was a grea t opport unity fo~ all those working for 

independ ence to meet and ge t to lcno'l each other and soon became an 

important organisation. 

The birth of Sean obliged me to resi~~ from the post of Secretary 

of the National 8:ouncil as I had to live in France - John MacBri de 

could not return to I reland for having joined the Transvaal Brigade 

and fought openly ag.9inst the British . 

I nghinidhe na hEirea:rm had sent a flag to the Brigade, which , 

after we had unfurled it - at a meeting held by the Dublin Transvaal 

Cownittee at the top of Grafton St . and St . Stephen' s Green over the 

foundation st ene laid by John O' Leary at the ' 98 Centenary for the 

monument to :101fe Tone - I smuggled it the same evening out of Dublin 

to Jlaris to be sent to the 'rransvaal with the French CODnt ttee , who 

sent an ambulance to the Boers and who arranged for our small I rish 

ambulance consisting of 1 doctor and many stretcher bearers \1ho 

joined the Irish Brigade, to travel with it . That flag, which 

f l oated over the I rish Camp on the Veldt 1,7hen the fighting became 

serious John r.1acBride sent for safety to Joharmesburg . Today , that 

flag - safely returned to me in 1932 - hangs in the Fational riuseum. 

fter Sean had received rovisional baptism in Faris I brought 

him to Ireland to be christened officially in my parish church at 

Terenure - his gl"andmother , Urs . !\IacBride of '~"estport , as godmother, 

and John O' Leary as godfather, attended the christening. ~he 

cerenony nearly ended in disaster ,"{hen the priest objected to John 

O' Leary , a enian, standing as godfather, but somehow, Joseph Hac 

Bride got over the d i fficulty wit1 the priest and after long delay 

Seanvvas satisfactorily christened , thoue;h John O' Lenry proudly 

stated he ,\vas a Fenian and I was adamant that JOful. O' Leary and no 

other should be his godfnther. It would have gTeatly distressed old 

Lirs . MacBride if the ceremony had not talcen place . 

I was grea tky delighted to hear of the rapid progress Cumann na 

Gaedheal was makin all over I re l and , but again I had to return to 
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France with baby Sean.. '''e were staying on the Normandy coast 

when ;trthur Griffith came to visit us to tell us that L1cDonagh and 
t:" • 

earse were forming Freedom Clubs and LlcDonagh was particularly 

anxious that the young men who had resigned from the I .• B. should 

rejoin that organisation which, he said , had urged itself and 

was now under the control of young men -

• 
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STAT' \1 iNT OF hAD M G0l'11f·' ',:cBRIDE 
(Second I ns t alment ) . 

RO ....... BUCK HOUS "" , CLON8 . '" DUBLIN. 

fter the birth of Seen I spent my time between i?aris and 

Dubli n . ~:;re had a house in rass;y and John J'Orleed as Secretary to 

Victor Collins vlho earned a large salary as corres!:Jondent to the 

Hew York Sun and Laffan ' s Bureau , a fairly irlrportant nevysagency in 

New York. Despit e my warning John became the inseparable cornl:lanion 

of Oollins , 'Nho introduced him to a rather undesirable drinkine; set 

who usually foregathered in the _merican Bar . He had an unhappy 

life in ·~aris . He did not l-cnoVl a ~iord of Fl'ench and must often 

have been very lonely, as my wo k leept me much in Ireland . 

I used to come over to Ireland leaving the children in the 

care of my 9;ood friend rIme • ..( vril de Sainte CI'oix. Sometimes I 

left Is eul t in the convent at Laval where her godmother VlaS the 

uperiol' . I 11l1d been introduced to thif'j nun by Oanon Dissard , who 

'Was chaplain of the convent . He came from i uvergne and was very 

proud of his Celtic origin •. IIe said his name meant ' high god ' and 

t ha t his ancestors had been druids . He had a golden s ickle in a 

glass case which , he said , had been used by them to cut the 

mistletoe in coymectton with their religious rites . This had been 

found in a cave vii th some other Celtic remains that had been 

handed over to tIle Iviuseumo 

By husband came back to I reland , I think in 1906, when Sean 

was two years old . I was in Ireland and vIas sumnoned bacl{ to 

PariS by my friend , Mme . vril de Ste . Croix to look after my 

house 'vllhich was being sadly neglected and ill-used . On my 

arrival my friend told me that my husband had left ;Paris for 

Ireland with Victor Collins . Our trains must have crossed, she 

said . I thought he would be arrested straiglhtaVlay, as Arthur 

Lynch "vas , for his part in. the Boer : 'ar in the Transvaal . 

Victor Collins , who had neglect ed his own wor~c , had got the s acle 

from his two papers . He got employment years later from Father 
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Sweetman in hiR school in Gorey . I always thought he was the 

undoing of McBride . I get a legal separation shOl .. tly afterwards , 

having failed to get an amicable separation which would give me 

complete ,c ntrol of my son ' s upbringing .. I then resigned my 

presid ency of I nghini na h ~'ireaml and my s ecretaryshi"p of the 

National Council . 

I then gave up my house in Ireland and my visi ts home ""vere 

fewer o I did not always bring the children \vi th me.· • il1ie 

Yeats, who had become a mer.lber of a rather snobbish Unionist 

club , told me once that he aslced at this club tfHow is it '.IcBride 

was treated so differently from ,i. rtllur Lynch"? The re-ply given 

him by someone in the club , Vlhos e name I don f t rememb er, \vas 

"That is simple; it will kee-p IvIaud Gonne out of I reland ll • 

Sean was a very delicate child and his nervous constitution 

often caused me considerable worry . ihen he grew older I sent h:iJn 

to a day school run by the Jesuits called S t. Louis de Gon zague . 

About 1912, I think, when I was in Ireland with him, an 

incident in St . Stephen ' s Green aroused my interest in the 

poverty of the children of Dublin. Sean was feeding the ducks in 

)Ghe pond from a bag of food he had brought for the purpos e v/hen 

some ragged children snatched the food thr t was thro m to the 

ducks . Sean ran to me in tears and made a complaint about them. 

I took the children to the D. B. C. and fed them wi th buns . I then 

Vlent to the Franchise League , of 'Nhich Mrs .Skeffington, I,I rs . 

Connery and Mrs . Kett,le were members, and enlisted their aid in 

organising school meals for the children. . e went as a 

deputation to the Corpol"'ation who said they would co-operate with 

us.. few days after Vie got a letter from them saying their 

legal adviser had informed them that they could not strike a 

rate for the purpose unless the School 1I1eals for Necessi tous 

Children Act were extended to I reland . \,i thout delay I 

went over to London and interviewed tephen Gv~nn who got 

the necessary legislation through the House of Commons . 

Meanwhile we had got together a Ladies eonuni ttee who did the worl~ 

voluntarily. I got several of the Inghin~ l~ hEireann girls 



to hel' and 'ie emp oyed a ai coo . Connol y got the r.lra~1es t 

nion. to vote us a week.' subscri'[ltion. ~'t first '{e had some 

diffi cuI t~ wi th the school mana -era who were inclineD to 00 

u on the move as the thin edge of t h e wed ,e of socia is - the 

boge of conununism wasot i :vent ed at that t ime . .. e hi red 

(on}ce s and carts to bring t he lot I ris stew to the v-arJ.ous 

schoo s - ram t e centrr .·.i'lichen VI i ch I think was in Francis 

St . ao. i d ot a pint of stew. The pea le who' an the 

_e ny i1 ers he ed us wit ad~ice as to vneI'e we cou d "et 

t e food at reasona le rice8. 

at continue uring t e abour troub es in 3 an unti 

the Sehoo r;lea s _. ct was extended to I reland . Ste hen G nn has 

a flatte "i cha teI' in is boo ~ of memoirs in refere ce to me . 

He cal l s i t Beaut"l in ",\ction. Fe s[. ... 'r t,,:,', -~ 'f..Jre arations 

mac t: here for t:1e e is ation wel~e so corn lete that there VIas no 

if'fieu t, in ,retting the i 1 t:J.rough _ar iament . s far as 

I remember, it was c:1ief T the Franchise ea~~e women who 

re ared the bi - He en Laird ( now !\Irs. C. Curran was 3ecre 

o our schoo feedi ~ COlnmittee . 

i\fter the Bi was passed t e Cor )ora tion set u a School 

~ea s Committee and financed the schemerom the rates . 

'Ime . Mar . eviez , who was a -reat friend 0 mine , ran a Sou 

t en in Libert 1a_ VI i1e ~:1e v:'or ers ' stri~"e Vias on. She 

VIas a reat vloman a d a \'V9J7 S thinlc she uO "S not ,et t e ere it 

she shou d. Sean Fao ain an O' Oase make me an'ry with t eir 

sneers .t her in their books . I ha made her ac uaint ance as 

we as tha t of her :1US and , Casimir in the house of George 

Russe 1. I had revious1 seen, ut not spocen to her , at a 

ba in ,on on at which s e and her two Sisters , who were as 

·lia 1 as vse f, were ointed out to me . I Vias as ced on that 

occe-sion vl1et er a I rish girls v/ere as ta 1 as we. "t .~.E's 

she announced to me tlat the had come over to i e here and 

she intende to devote herse f to effectin' t e freedom of 

Ire and . I sug ested she should 'oin the t:1inid e , adding 
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that I had a ' 0 for her strai 'htaway . I ave over to l1er the 

boys c asses which we ran and vnich were too much or the 

I ngh1nidhe as t le oys were so unruly . ... le Countess mana.?;ed t em 

vronderfu y and we never lad a day s troub l e Y/i t 1 them once she 

took them over . Out of that , I t nnk, develo ed the orsanisation 

of the Fianna . I eat to now he r i 'n timete y and we were c ose 

fr ends . 

n 9 3 durin one of n visits to re an , 3ean , whom I had 

ef t in aris , got serious y i ll, and I lurried ac to nurse him, 

_is coctor sent him to t e Pyrenees after an operation for 

ap endi ci tis . He ena :0 ony a Iseu t were t ere "vi t us . le 

wer ro <:e out while we were th61'e and vie lad to stay ut because 

la tl"ains wel'e conunandeered for mi l i taI"'J ur oses . T le tocsin 

was sounded from al the hi Is ca in the men to the colours . 

The :layor of i.r e es cam~ u one day JIJO our viI age an asked 

a 1 women who knew any thin about nurs i nJ to come and nurse the 

wounded as there were not enough traine nurses . J:1he munici)a1 

10S ita was so crowded that t e converted the Casino into a 

110S ita , but they 18 no nurses 'or it. I vol unteel's d a thouO" 

I was not trained , ut I h ad some e erience . 'ram that on 

eople were not a 10 fed to t rave l wi thout pass )orts . I coul d not 

eave c i ren a one in a war-invaded c·o1.mtr;y as t e Germans 

were adval1cing veI' ra id y. So I came dovl11 and took l' ooms in a 

ti~1 house ' n .:.' rgo eS v ere was nurs in6_ He ene. Halo 

eventual y succeeded in 'et t inc bac to Dub l in . 

The trains were arri vins wi t '1 the wounded and when He ena 

had ef t, Iseult be an to nurse a so . Sean ingratiate himse l' 

witl the wounded so. ieps yactin as a sort of age bo 

)rinCing mes ages , etc • 

I t was said t !at t e French os t 50/~ of their wounded for 

t 16 ac o· trained nurses . I shoul d mention that a s art time 

Drevi ous l y , throu2: 1 t e inf uence of the ?reemasons , t 1e nursing 

insti tutiOllS had been l a i cise and the re ligious orders expe l e 

from t lem. Kin -' Edward , durin~ lis frequent visits to France , 
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had 'uccee ed in smoot 1in. out t 'e i ferences between t e t 10 

branc les 0 freemasonry, t e S cot"';isl1 ::I.i te to \:h1.h the Eng ish 

be onsei ['nd '\:li ch u to t len the lrenc-l La l oc te u on as a 

sort of fift 

to nJ. ich t e 

co lliln 0 the ~ritis ~n ire , an 

e onge. ThUR was effecte 

t16 Grand Orient 

tle <ntente 

COl~ is e which, in mr opinion and t let of nan~' of my ?rench 

friends, 1.1 de war inevi t ble. 

':~hen we a( our 10c:;:>i tal at Ar~e es wor, l-i ~ ~'a , I was 

corn linen ted on n ~T orS81 i sin' ower and I was as 'te,l ~ 'VIe {ould 

ro on to other .os !. t~a A ne£'rer the front. 

ran1{ of - i eu tenants to t3 a -1 e us to t.eave vd t the arrll"' , . f 

re r j red . -."ie \lent to a ace CL 1::;; """'s1"is-I e ...:;e , where the 

~!Ounded \,rere sent airect fron t le front . 

Ear y in I 'TO unt eered .fo· ni 2:h t worl{ in :Paris as I 

'J7 t lat means to ma -e sonh) sor' of contact Vi th I re and 

fl_'ii1 'I iCl I We.fJ u-retting no news c I n 1 . I had seen ~i'l1::l 

para "ra s in t e Frenc- Bpars "Riots in D"ll1 ih", tI:Uotars 

exec te tI an- I ha seen my husband ' s name among tle atter . 

I D trans ated sOlne of ?earse ' s oems and ha t 1lem ished 

in tle rViereul~e e France Vi ich a so contai e- a 8ma edi torial 

to t h e effect t at tlese men could not be mere y raioter • 

I ce.me b-cc to Ireland in 9 7 in ~ucust. ~_en the 3inn 

Fein .ri oners were release I was a owed to COlle as f.r as 

London m't . '.-'i lie e~t s, '17 10 lad come over to Paris 

o . e us : 3ccom aTl..ied us to Victoria Station. ~here I was met 

by C •• D. mAn who ser· e me \7ith a notice under D.O. R.'. that I 

was not to ea ViiJ the Ilonaon istrict . ~lJO('1.;: 0 "'ines in t'.ing ' s 

Road, he l ses , El d th ere were always two C. • D. men pos ted _. t 

the 001" . 

I often v s i ted liva Gor e-_ ootl at her f l at - a '!a s fol owec 

by t _e J • • D. men - an there she arranged the disBuise . One at;~ 

I went into t h e Tur ish Baths and ahou~ five ninutes af ter Sean, 

\~o had trai e- the C.I.D., came in and to d me they ha] ~one 
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into a publichouse . They probably thought I would be a long time 

in the Baths and that they would be safe to relax their 

vigilance for a while .. I hastened to -"'vs Gore- Booth I s and put on 

my disguise which consisted of a short tweed slcirt and a red hat . 

'va and Hiss RopeI' stuffed me I"r.i. th cushions to make me a pear 

fat and as unlike myself as ossible . Mios _oper brou<..>ht me to 

the st~tion and saw me off. Bean travelled in a separate 

carriage and we did not lcnow each other on the train. I seult , 

who , throuGh hllie Yeats , had got a job as librarian in the 

School of Oriental tudies , stayed in ondon. Helena .l,i: olony, 

Vlho~was coming, came to ~he boat to meet me , but did not 

recognise me . I SaYl hel~ , but tlid not speak to her as there were 

C. r.D . men about . Sean and I took a cab and drove to Dr . Lynn ' s . 

little time after Helena came in and said "I'.laebh has not 

arri v;ed" • 

Next day Connie ~larkievicz came and toolc me to stay with her 

at Surrey House in Leinster Road . he aslced me what .,,-/Ork I would 

do and I said I would find something. First of all, I wanted to 

have a house . Before leaving France I had got together all m~' 

money and brought it with me . I bought 73 tephen ' s Green and 

moved into it • 

.At that time DeS[,lOnd Fi tzgerald and Bob 3rennan had an 

office in Kildare St . at ~iliich they did publicity work for the 

Republic and they asketl me to help at that o I had considerable 

experi ence at publi cjity , having run a news agency in aris called 

l 'I rlande Libre through whi ch I had nevls published in several of 

the foreign papers . Any foreigners , press people , etc . who came 

over to Ireland for news used to come to me at my house. 

One day I was taking an nglish Iv!. . , Mr . King, who came 

over to learn about conditions in Ireland , to George Russell who 

was incensed over the interference with the creameries - ean VIaE 
St . 

Yli th me - v/hen we were suddenly surrounded by police i~1.f8tephen ' E 

Green and I was arrested . Notwithstanding dr. King ' s protest, 

I was taken off and spent the night in the darrp dungeon of the 
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Brh1ewe 1. i tt e Sean ran af ter t he Bl a ck Maria in whi ch I 

was tal(en and vnen i t re.a ched i ts desti na t i on, with wOnd erful 

sense he ran back home , ot 11' i . fur coat and rought it to me .. 

He was no t a l O\'e rl to see me ~ He brought me m breakfast next 

mor , u t a a1n 'as not £11 owed to see m . Next (ay I was 

tra s f erred to \r our i mili tary :prison where I Vias t 16 on y 

womL-J.n l)l .. j soner .. o t un(ett and nany others were t here havi "lg 

been rounde ' lXQ iil G0:n::18ction with t e ' Germs J. l ot ! I -pr ot es t e 

a t not having a woman attendant. I hael a big row wi th t he 

Governor i n his office w,1ere there was on y one ch81,' on ,'/hi ch 

promptl y sat ovm. le to cl me to get u , but I ref used t o do so. 

e s ont for a gu. rc1 and had l'be brou...;ht to the rJroom Yvh ere 

the Dritis tommi es - m re olite t an t e Governor - ave me a 

chair next the fire and offered me cj [;aret t es. Sean had f ou 

is way U"p to ".r OU1~ Hi and asl;;:ed to s ee me 11u t was not ll o~ . ed. 

.e Vias to d that i f h e "lent t o :ar(gate St. 116 . sht e;et a el'nli..t 

to see his mot_ler . n;:- t ea of ge tt i ng a e r ni t e was imme iate ' 

arrested and charGed with the )ossession of arms , becaus e i n e 

'Poc et of :1is c oa t VIas the but·t end of El re- olver gi ven him as 

a souvenir y a Frenc~ s ier . 

' :hen i t was s ettin· d s k a c overed lorry was brou[;ht an I 

was dri en in it by a round about way to Kin,?stovm. ' e . orry was 

fu of tommi es . r re lis e I was being de orte ~l1d t hat the~r 

vlere ta (in;.::; 'p ecaut ons that i t shou d not be known. So l 

retended cou not jutn_ do ffi from the orr, as it was too hi h . 

~."'hi e t e~ 1.'6re ool\:ing fOl~ a Vlooden case a crowd col lecte to 

see w 0 were the riso ers end ::ine. _ I u ep · rted to the 

sytu)athetic shouts of the crowd' rllaud Gonne". I \vas in char )'0 

of a l ieutenan t or ' oung ca tain and eie;~lt so diers .. I 6 ent the 

ead s tati on and \/en t on in the mornin2, . '" 'len!'! we 

a1"ri ved at Duston t 1e Back r,1 ria had not come fOI me an the 

crowd was ga ing at the Yroman)risoner . .Lhe Yo1.1.nt:: C8 _ tai n too ~ 

t ay.i for the tviO of us and vnen "le arrive at ?o rison 

he as {ed me to a for the taxi f I had mone~. I natura 

dec ined an , \th i e I was bein ta {en chare;e of b the w81"ders , 



8 . 

I ear the a tercation continuin as ·to w'ho wou pa:,' for t-he 

.ihe Governor of · 0 lo\,ray inf ormeu 11e that · ..... as eing eta ne 

in co ection vii th t)e ' German ot ' and when I l'o t ested that 

t1ere was lone/ he sai d "You have no ri ....;ht to say t ere is no 

' German ot " • 

• :'fter some 1.' Ul:1.ent I ot t e Governor ' s permissi on to write 

to Geore;e J.usse an enc ose c eque fOI' £20 for \V s on ' s ... . 

maint enance . he Governor again said ' You have no r i[:; t to say 

there 8 no ' German ot ' ''. 

Concerning that etter "/hic_1 the Governo' s ave me t o urn e1.'-

stanc was bei ng sent - t ere was nothi n · in it exce t the re erenCE 

to Sean - i i was returned to me six months ater ~ 1 the cheque 

Vi en I e s 1 a i nz 01 .0 flay • 

I n t1at l)rison I f ound P..l ~! .Lrien s , Constance r~ar i evi cs 

and Yat) een C er {e . The atter had been ta en from a sic_ ed 

and oo.{ d very i 1 . :7e \/ere a owed to associate at exercise . 

to d them that intended to go on )~l~er st~i(e ut 

unfor·tune. te they sai d "If you do , we wi l ". I .new it {oul d 

ci Eath een Emd I triel to dissua e ler , ut t ey raso yed t hat 

we \IOU Cl 1 dot 1 e san e ·L i c. I t 1ere ore ave u on tha t 

occasion. B~t , as Vii ever remain in 'ai , determined to 

fi 1. anotl er VIa' • 

had stu i e hYI)l1otism in whic 1 . a 'iAYR ee interested 

I elieve that t e [1 n has conBidera e control over the od 

and as I ot ' ced that t:1e ...... n .: i['11 had a curious h it of wei~h n.: 
~leir risoners once B wee , starte auto-su~:estionin nyse ~ 

to set thin . lad to ea norma y , Jet in tlree nonths ost 

tree s tone and ecame a inn.:::, s ~e e ton. '.I. ey ~ot a arme and 

the octor was tryi ne; to fin t :1e cause . I to Cl him had T. B_ 

I lad been treated for it at the ae:e 0 2 They got .! e \.inc u '-• u 

an one eveni the .Jovernor . ne n"atron came to m~7 cel • She se. Cl 

she came to e !' me cle as I was bei ns sent to a nurs i n .... orne . 



urine our stay in 70 lo\/ay we iscovere in a uite casua 

wa~l 1at we wel"e housed in the sy hi is winG. r.1he 'w8rc11" fC' came 

one 8 r to con uct us to our aths et t in" us 1" ne our 'Govre s 

w ich Here vel'" smal I wi t:1 UB . Connie who las :fu 1 0_ hi ~ 1 

spiri ts , l'13.n a onb t '1 corridor and , seein,;; some aree t o'le s in 

a cu boar snatche one of them and toO{ :tt Hit ler to tle 
, I 

bat room* 11e ¥srdress ost control of herself and screame at 

her to let it o . liD d:n ' t JOu wow that this is t _8 sy 11 is \lin..., 

an that yO'lu" inen is Vlaoheu. a ~rt" . onn e dl"O 'ped 1. t . t on e • 

• sort time f'ter t le v · si t n ...; 'ustices came to see us and 

to inquire if we had a corn sints . It turned out that neH 

one of them. ad met :1im at dinner at , uno e ' s when was 

s t a i n-.:; 'fv i t :1 m some ears be ore . lee res~ed regret at seein...; 

me . 11 suc cipcumstances an aF: e if' 11e cou Cl 0 any thin.::, 0 l.e . 

I ssi thoug t it ather a stren~e t in~ or t e B itisl 

eovernment to ~)ut us nto a l . D. ./ine. Te ~as evident y not aware 

of ; t. 11" ...;ot Vel" anc;ry an sei that wou' J8 remedie at once. 

r:?he next cl 8J t le governor 13.11 ~ (,1 .. tron came an apo oei Cled to USJ 

addin,3 Ju lat every .. rec8ut on nas ta mn to ensure un Ij 'l"q ' S t 

infection. . -e were moved to ot 18r ce s . The pricon vas v r" 

crowed and I ( va t ay ad one t Air ~)t..3t '0 sf'fe vll r us. 

Th nUl'S i "6 1J. Dllt-J .'j 0 /h1 oh 

_11"'; 11311 VlOLlan e :'he tie a er r'"'~f E\rri va she said "I \ 8Lt J.;o -:; 1 

"DU • ler .IOU wer'e rO:'l.r.:)lt here as t ni uht t le 0 ice s ail ~ 0' 

were a l1"i80ner and t1Ut am reS' rmsi (' f r you. But I to d 

t leq t 1St I III 1e lea 0.:' g nursine; ome anG. t, <.. ~ I ""m not 

res onsi.b e or;) ou. Ther fOJ'e y01 a1'e :free to do a8 J )l. 11~o, 

out L l(.re are two C. LD. men at t~ e ( 001,,1. Iho'-. ~ht t irer;,' 

Gce t of her. 

leanwhj e, Seu_~, . .j" 0 was re eased t le dtl::; ".ft eL' T 01't 

Ir- ~na, lad resisted all attem t s o~ 1eol"~e Russe to send lim 

ler out of i 11. He 'ot "ertruc1e arr' , Casement ' s cousin, w 0 
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11 veJ in I.on on, to bring hi"1 over t le.ee . She wante to :reep 

Yea ts ha ::l f at illi <,'1 El .Lld ant to Iseu t , 8S e ad jus t Got 

married an- \/8.5 ivin .... :in re e at ny louse in Ste hen ' s f.h'6tln. 

Seen Vlent to t e French and ~. merict1n em ",soies and as ed them to 

use t eir i i' uel~~e to Bet Ids mothel nu" of jail. The;y received 

11il'1 ver;/ ni ea but I never heard t :let the~/ succee ed in 0111.e 

nything for me . 

3ean resuncU. t. e P~18 o.:inS of' t e C. IoD. and discovel"ed 

that betwe8P 7 anel 8 0 ' Ca in t.le morninJ the coast was c ear . 

le vis i te me everJi a' a he :"'f01" neel me of this . One mornin..; 

I Vlent out Elt t at hour, ostensib to Mass , nd did not retux'n. 

I ,'Vent to the house of a ric ::me ishn.n . 10 ha an Irish ouse­

_cee er whom Sean had somehow .Jot to no l . I took the 1'0 e of hel" 

o d ~r~Tl.I\)' and isguised ill se f in b acli wi t11. a 1)] ac:c OlIDet. S e 

s VI me off at .i.!luston ststion. She 8S';: some tommies IIho wert; ir 

t e carriB ~e to ook after me . 

cor er . \ t Fo ~Thead the tonnnies he Jed me into the boat and I 

aIrived safe y . I t in rent to Geor13e Rusael ' 6 am I ViaS not 

mo eo ted a £::ain. continue_ m worl{" . 

I ad W ' .U :,en to .:rthur Griffi th - I cl:..n ' t l:emembel' ~net .. 1" 

it Has b f'ore m arrest or after v return su[:;sestin3 t:hat ue 

wou have to have some o"('.janisatio to he the £>eo e such as 

t ere had eon dUl"ins the time of the .,and J.Jeague ~ I t,hi - it 

must have een some '!time after IT. return, probab ~ 920. I "ot 

no l~eply fror lirl i ut he rus led in one a~ and asked "~.,: ... at 0 

you stlwgest as a m ans of orr;anisin - re ier? I ou shou c) 

o '0 ~ i.l'r? .... 1 .. 8 ~ine :Jh. ders who was ver good in or a-1is r - a 

l"e ief fun~ f'or 1:;11e De )"ians during the w r and en ist he!? ai t 

se.id hea He eve me a c1eque for £ to a for ty.!? ne c. whic!. 

I rc.11..:;h t to il'!rs. Ohi ders " ~rslc ne hi ers USf.l;1 ijO come in 

\'/11 e vie were wor "in - in thei r 110us e . I 1~ d not c O\'.'ll im 

!lreviou lye She was cripp ed n ['ome ID. and was ~711 on a sofa 

in ~pr room .here we wor ed. 



., 
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~. e drew u a eals VI ic took u sevel'S days. 

one s ecia r or .:~r,1En·ica . '.:e ' lad no connect ion 'vYi th the 

Pi":tsoners D6r,1e!ldants' an ationa 1'id Fund, a l t11out:h some of the 

members v or ced on both cotnmi ttees . '";e ca e. OUX' ol'ga,,:isation 

the .;J:li te Cross Fund and conducted a o r ~~uJa an a in th oren. 

The I rish Nationalists in America contri ut d generous y, but the 

about one and a a f million )oun.de a to...,ether - was 

bl~ousht over y six 1ua ers to ensure tl at the 111.mc1 mu C !lot be 

nterfered ;'ith b t_le ritj.sh. ~'e could re ieve victims of the 

w r on either side . In fact, :lOwever , ¥litl vel' fe'w exce tions, 

we onl~ re ieved the victims on our side. erge ro ortion of 

t le money was evoted to t lose '1ho suffere from t:'8 Be fast 

!)O roms , .l. obert Barton ' s cousin, Davi Ro inf'on, 7&S the . .J. rst 

secret ry e I was so much connected vi t, i t that I was on t:e 

:;';xecutive , on the mane 'ement comrni ttee and I Vias :?resiuent of the 

Dub in e ief Committe • /rs . C eannt and ,rs . C [U"'_~e , who were 

met11 ers of the Tolun eer risoners ' Depen unts and 1 ationa .. id 

Fund 'fere so meMbers of our :Jxecut· ve, so th re was no over-

between the t"O Fun s in re ieving is ress. he Dub in 

Committee used to meet at h01..1 n Ste hen' s Green so as to 

save office e en es . George Russe l recommende ItJl"'. Jemes 

Doug as - a rwuo'<:er - os treo urer of' t, e P 1nd. ..! the meetin ~ 

of the Executive toP!'.: pl:ace in the Mansi on House ; the ManagilQ' 

ommi ttee met in Mr . Doue as s usiness premisec i. earnen St . 

I n ad tion to uv acti it es in connection with the, ite 

Cross F"l I 'la also busy eetting 'VlOundec1 into hOSIli tal. Some 

of t ese were carea or y l"i vate eo e Wl0se e " .enses were 

defrayed out of the Fund. I cannot s eale too :1iLh_.Y of the 

senerosit' of t e hosD tal perso es ecia J t e nuns and 

octors wl 0 i 9 n their pOler for these men. Even befo'e the 

fun was inau..:.- rnte a d we had no mo ey , ve ha 110 di £,i cu ty in 

getting our men treate s e r:ater, i... rep y 

to our e ression of a preciation, se:.id ' '.le nurse or the ove of 

God ll 
.. fterwarus, VI. e we foun the t:1e y hosIlita s sent i~ 
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i Is to the rreasurer 0 the Fund for the recou ment of their 

e enses , _ sug~este that a the os:;,i t 18 be t.cl;;;s t ed 

alike in tlis resrect end 'went immediate ~ to the Rev. ~Jothers 

of the Mater ar1c incent ' s to as~ the::-li. to send in i Is for the 

earlier cases treat d b them. It Vias wi th t le ..;reatest 

diffi cuI t'l I .:;!;O t the to do it . One ef them s ~id "':!ha t we lave 

done for these men is our con rioution to the catse ". 

'" fter t le )0 rOllS, refu...;ees from 3e fast - chief~} /Omen an 

C1 dren in an indescricdble state of t61"ror - who haJ 11 _ their 

houses burnt b"( the Oran -e mo , oured nto Dub in. ... s ecial 

0_ f ca was opene he1"e to deal vi th them n ms und er t le su er-

vision of David Robins on . T e di' ficu ty res to find accommoda-

ti on fOl' them. Mrs. Des Brd o,!?ene this ho1.1S e to thera. : t cne 

time we ha as many as fi VG c 1i oren ere YI i tine to be SD. J ied 

'wi th artificia egs by the ',"!hi te Gross. 

T le I. R. ' . took over t le YOw er Ha:. in Rut an SQuare \1 le1'e 

tle Bl ac{ Presbytery of t e Crange stl ute used to meet , to 

house some of the refubees - That was after t e Treaty T e' ~e~e • 

fetche me to come and e 00 after t e women and children and 

especia y to ",rovide e s . The _rovisiona Government had 

a re£.d;s' ta {en over some 0 the mili t r' barracks , so I vent to 

.!. rthul' Gri..:'fi t at the offices of the ?rovisiona Gover!1ment in 

tle University Bui cJings to as him i e would s en, us down 

twent"l Jeds from t 1e barl~a c ~s VI. ic11 ha been ta ~e lover. To l:W 

Sur rise , Griffi th , 'Iv 0 was loo rinz vel'~7 \70rr'ie , said "The ha 

no ri ..:;ht to ta:e over that , it wi 1 cause trouble". _ut I re lied 

_. at L lOre sui tab e ace than the house e oncine to t e Orane;e-

men could be 'ound to house t1e victims of the Orange terrol'?tt 

I ressed the Matter of e s and h e did not say yes or no , but 

said "T_ e should not be there". I must admit that the Frovision.;J 

Government took over a very muc more suita e ace , Har bOl'oush 

Hal , G asnevin. 

I went ac to _ over Ha and as we were uttin the 

children to bfJQ on some mattresses on the .L 001"' , a lorr ossed 
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BURE.,W Of MIuoi:.i, '{ ::lJiC;;'( lQ13-~l: 

BURO ~H.IRE. MILE. H 19 13-~1 

NO. W.S. B ,=:7 ~~ 
re i y 11 .. --:'ut 2nd Square a fj re severe. vo e~'s at the 11. luse 

t ink t must 18.Ve been a machine gun - and sent those oor 

refu "ee cli dran nto h~ steri cs . U inter' :r>eta.lliion of t e 

incident is that it must have bee some Ol'an-.; emen who 

COtilrla eera a orr to 0 t liS. weut ' oym to the a' l ~. 1 ere 

an .Q _ ... ... . e.uard was statione ' 1(, sa i l "There is the 

rovis one Government now or ou ll
• I said 'I m not so sure } 

did you see t e 111 ". He said le did not . 

1 e i te Cross a loweu C/- erweEk ou~i.n..:: mone, for eac 

o the re 11 fees . n manv of the poorer louses wher"s c ri tab a 

eo e too t hetll ir a gave t lem eds, the re . ~e es had toe 

out 0 t em in t e ds time , so tA' Vlare 0 iced to we er t e 

streets i~ niser' • 

. e ite Cross too~ a l~r..::e 10U8e in 'orth Grea ~eor£e ' s 

St. an o
- was ..;i ven t 10 rooms in it for a wor "'I'oom. In a sort 

tiP1e hac] a out 100 ~ r1s WOI' {ins at s ri "Gin~, mi t t i nt'" &c . 

I 8rraneed to martet tleir rrouc s an a DOinte e mana "eress. 

I cot Aome VCl' ,300 French atterns for un erc othi "an 

c dren ' s ~Brments •. ~ had t1em dis aye at the R.D.c. s ~m 

and t ley so very \/e1 • 

Then t e !h. te Cross c ose c10vm vnich, n my 0) nion, it 

shou d not heve dO:'1e , as think t 10r0 ~18re sti some funds 

unex enJe • Ei1al en you JlJhe u i shed I'A 0 rt o· th 

orc;an sation. It shows t at t E' last Bc1ance S.leet T'r'esente 

is dated ... 1..1SUfJ 92". do not mow lOW the U:J ~:pel)det1nds 

were i 'Posed 0 e .llel'e was a SUI D elllenter re )ort dhj.ch I 8 e1~ 

search f'o _' n Hn 1 ou a 80 . 

I COll tinue n .. ~or1"roon8 or t e ir s , but short ~ after 

move in to .~ rem-:.s~s n H rcourt St . T e nun er;::; dec::"'i. re as 

the ir s re urne to e .nast. I too'" in Ju·.i -.;ir 6 too _, '"e 
1 

ai the ir. s waGes rom the !'ocee s 

of t e sa cs . 

o~_~_ t a98: ~ ,...., ~ 
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