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STATEERT Of MICHAEL O'LIARY,

32, Caniil Park, Traiee, Co. Ksrrv,

I was born in Trelee in the year 1398.

I vas sent to the local Christian Brothers' School

\ until I was 15 years of age, I then went to work as
an apprentice i1n a solicaitor's office in Tralee.
I remarrn=d tnare until 1919, whenr I went to work for
r.J. Cahili, a cinema propristor in Iralee, I worked
for him wntil Weverber HNizht, 51lst October, 1920, wnen
the cinema was burned down by the Black and Tans. I

next started work in the yesar 193,

The Volunteers wers first formsd 2n Tralee in
early 191.. I 4id not becowme a rember, however,
until about the summer of 191F, At th= time I
joined Dan Jjeffers was Cowmpany Captain, Tom Sharkey
was 1st Lisutenent, and Con Cconahan. 2nd Lieutenant,
of my ceompany, which was Strand St. or '8' Conmpany.
We drilled znd paraded during the year and received
instructaons in the use of the rifle. There were 30 or
L0 rifles 1n the company &t the tims. Trhey viere

mostly Martini Henrys.

Previcus to Easter Weelkr I carried daispatches

te outlyinc companies - such as Ardfert and Listowel.
These dispatches were usually issuved by tne Dattaiicn
£4d jutant at the time. His name was P.J. Canzil,

proprietor of whe cineina wnere I worked.

On Saturday nicht previcus to Eazster Sunday of
Easter Week, 19156, we were mobilised at the Rink and

narcred through the toin and bsck to the Rink.
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There we were held until 12 midnight and ordered to

varede at § a.m. on Easter Sunday morning.

-

-

“nen I reported on Sunday morninz I was put

o

onn Zu

O

rd duty at the Rink with several other members
of the company. I wes on duty all that day ard untal
8 a.:. on MYonday morninz. The Ririt, I should explsin,
had been an old skating rink wnich had been taken

over by the Volunteers and was being used &s the

neadquarters of' the Volunteers of North Xerry.

I went to work as usual that Monday and each
day during Easter Vieek, but each night we assembled
at the Rinx for instructions. Lbout 2 week or ten
days after Easter Weex all +tne rifles in the company
were collected at the Rink. The Volunteers had been
ordered by the Bettalicn Ccuncil to teke all arms
in the bettalion area to tne Rink for surrender to
tne R.I.C. Thern all the arms had been collecte
they were broken and then placed on a donkey's cart
and taxen by a Volunteer named Danny MHullins to the
R.I.C. barracys. Lpart from ny Gorpany, wWhich was
Strand 3t., Company, there wére two other companies
in the town of Tralee at the tiwe. Trese companies
werz known as 'A" and 'D'" Companies or Boherbee ard
Rock St. Comperiss respectively. The Battelion Council
included P.J. Cahall, Dan Eealy, a Fr. Erean and

others.

Lfter thie surrender of ths arms all of the
Tolunteer officérs in the battalion were arrested.
A state of inactivity tnen set in which lasted up o
the general release about the summer cf 1917. The

Volunte=rs, horever, di1d meet occasicnall:.



route marching became a4 regular practzie, tozgsther
with instruciions 1in the use of the rafle. Test
mchilisations were held from time to time. These

mobalisations cften took place after midpight.

fhout tne end of this yzar or very early in 1918
I was asked by Ausiin Stack to reorsganise the Fianna

in the county. They rhad been in existence previous

.
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ad become ccmpletely disorganised after
the rebellion. I got to work at once and succeeded
in reorganising in the tnree I.R.A. brigade areas of
Co. XKerry, i.e. Nos. I, 2 and 3, on2 of the bsst
organised Fianna brigades in *the 32 counties of

Ireland.

In Xerry Ho. 1 Brigude area I organised f:ive
battalions, wihich were namad after the chief town
in each area. The towns' and battalion officers were:
Trzlee (P. Daiy), ﬁrdfert-(éeorge Rice), Listowel
(Tnomas Pelican), Dingle (Heurice Connell), Castlegregory
(Frank Fitzgeraid). [Bach battalica averaged six
zsluazhs. Tre total strength cof each battalion was
arcound 350. In Kerry Lic. 2 Brigad= area there was
on2 battalion - Castleisland (Mavrice Hickey) -

“nich consisted of thres sluaghs, the buttalion sitrength

-

seing around 300, Kerry No. % Braigzade area was
served by one combany only - Cahirciveen {Seirn C'Shea)
which vas.maie up of ome sluagh of approximately a

total membersain of 50.

An electicn then took place to select officers

for the Faanna 32rigade Steff. I was elected Brizade



c/C. Tom .0'Conror {(known as "Futs") and Maurice
Kearns became Jjoint Adjutants, Billy Hyles, Quartermester,
2nd Patrack Percy Hanafin became Brizade Intelligence

Offrcer.

Apart from drilling ané training durine the
years 1918 and 1519, the actavities of the Fianna
included the svupprly of information on the movements
of tne A.I.C. to %he officers of the Volunteers, |
parvicularly wnen Volunteers or their cfficers vere in
immarent danger of being arrestel for dralling ov
other Velunteer actavity. The furnishing of this
infermation enteiled t-e vlacing of relays of scouts
from the R.I.C. barracks to the residences of Volunteer
cfficers and men. Vnen the R.I.C. left the barracks
all Volunteer off.icers were alerted. Cn some
ocecasions the Fianna were not withdrawn from their

posts until the following morning.

During the D2al Eireann bond drive in 1919
the Ficenna were on nigant duty feor the I.R.A. while
engaged in stencilling slogans and dosting posters on
walls and'hoardings calling on the peonle to support
the loan. On one occasion at atout 5 a.m. the
I.R.A, 1nformed me that tney had finished for the nizht.
I wathdrew the Fianra and was on Iy vay home
wnen I beheld tne outling of scme I.R.A. 2n, as I
thovght, still engaged sticking up bills. I epproached
with the intention c¢f inflermingz them of ithe withdrawal
of the I.R.A., when I found to my surprise four R.I.C.

Jes tearinz do¥n the nesters. merlier that evening

I had besn given a .320 bulldog revolver, which I

carried in my hir pocket wrapped in & new roll book



which I nad zlso get the same evening to fill in the

names of the members of the Tralze sluagns.

After receiving some rouvgh handling from the R.I.C.
they searched me and pulled cut the roll book from my’
hip pocket. They did not take the revolver and dad
not discover it was there. Abcut a week later I was
to rezret very much that the R.T.C. did not texs thatu
gun. The day after my encounter with the R.I.C.
I gave the gun to & Fianna btoy to keep in a dump
wnick he haéd mede at his home. His father zot nold
of the zun and subsequently got five years! impriscnment

for shooting dead his moth

(D
3

with the same gun.

™
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Previous to the atitack on Czmp R.I.C. barracis

Y

on the 19th February, 192C, by the I.R.A. in charse

¢f Dan Jeffers, Captain of 'BY Company, Trales Batitalaion,
end Tadhg Brosnan, Bettalicn C¢/C Castlegregory Battelion,
I was instructed by Faddy Caiiall, Brigade 0/C, to take
delavery of five rifles from Francis Barnstt, 1I/0 of
Ardfert Battalion. The rafles were reguired for the

attaeck on Camp barracks. Eaving collected the railles

fu

I placed them on the canopy of the railway station

at the pesin, Trelee, wnere my father was stationmester.

o)

Cn the day previous to the attack they were cellected
by James C'Shea of Tonavane, Tralee, #no later gave

them to the attacking party.

T

Durinz the actual attack 2 relsy of IMianna were
gxterded from Ballywullen military berrecks right
through the town of Trales to the Easin, and from there
aiong the ceanel to Blemrerville Dridge, 2 distance of
three miles. Elennerville Bridse was about six milss

from Camp villege. 2 number cf carbide lights



surrounded tEe cancl to Blennerville Bridge, and thess
could be observed at Derrymore, three milss fror Cznp.
An independsnt switch or tap controlled thase laghts
at the Bzsin. Our instructicns were to switch out

the lights should enemy forces approach going in the
direction of Camp. Ae 1t happened, no ensmy forcves
“ent to the assistance of the R,I.C. during the attack.
e were on duty unt:il 5 a.m., when ve were informed

that the.eattacik ves over,

harraciks on the 2nd June, 1920, tne R.
tc the 'Green', now the Town Park, Tralee, and started
to light up the sky wvaith Verey lights. The Braigade
C/C, Paddy Cahill, instructed me to investiszate thaar
actiocns. ks far as 1 could sce, they appeared to be
only at practice. On =y way back to report to Cahill
T met an I.R.A. Comnany Captain, who i1nformed me that

- Y

he had it on good autncrity that the B.I.C. were awars

F.h

of tme 1mpending attack on Fenit tarracks. He

it

requzsted me to iaform the 0/C to tais effect.

I did not do

n

0o as I d4id not bhelieve ixis inforration
w25 correct, assuming ot the same time that the Company
Captain vould have gone direct to the O/C haimself af

this informetion was really genuinsa.

On the eveninz of the attack the Fianna were

fully mebilised and assisted i1n laying road blocks at

g
-

all exits from the town. They kept eneny occupied

L]

buildings under observation ard carried

150%%ches

I then procseded with the attacking party to

Fenit where John Crowley, G/C of tre locel sluvagh,
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nad mobilised tne Fiarma end placed then at strategic

points in and around the village, after vwnich Crowliey

and I particapaied in the attack. The attack had
been plaznned by the Brigade Staff. Paddy Paul

fitzgereld, Company Captain of Fenit, was in charge.
ith a secclon of tralve men under David Vialsh, Company
Guarterraster of "6' Company, Tralee, I w¥=2s locaved in
2 1214 opposite the barracks. L seccnd section cf

ten cr twelve men under P.F. Fitzgerald cccupied a

rositacn nortgy east of the barracks E tnard sect:ion
of four or fave men in cnarge ol Zugen2 hHogan

cceunised a8 nouvuse nextdoor to the barrackes, waolle &
Feourtl secticn of avout 1C mern *took up positions at the
end ol the Tier Lo prevent a pariy of Farines located
in a8 sioop at the other end from coming to the
agsistance of the R.I.C. Thias section ¥#as in charze
of Paddy Shaehan, Compaxny Cactain, of Ardflert. A
snort time previous tc the opening of the attack
a man nared cames Kirng of "B' Cowpany, Tralee, was
detailad to cover the near portion of the paer
with a avantity of strar and tc saturate the straw

end prer vith peirel and parafin oil which had already
been rrocurea fcr the job. As soon as King wath
tne neip of members of tne local compeny, had the pier

coverad witn strew, veirel end peraflir, Puaddy Faul
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vgene Hogan to proceed viitn

nis insiructions. The maocrity of tne attecking

party mere arr2d with stotgurs. L few haed rifles

ugen=2 Hogan, assisted by the men with hin,

immediataly broke througn the roof of the house and

~

got on tc the rocef of the barracks. In a short time



they threw bottles of netrcl and parafin cal

3

followed by lighted waste. Fitzgerald call=d oa the
garrison to surrendar. They refused. He then
oriacred "open fire". Our men located <ercund tke

barraclis opened” fire on the spot, While James ¥Kin

)

ani members of the local company set fire to the strav

on tne pier. Tnfortuncetely the straw rfailed to set
fire to the wooden vier aad tne blaze died down in a

ghort while,

The gerrason imeediately replied to our fare,
at tne same time s2ndicz u» 2 nuaber of Verey lights.
Sors minutes later the sloop at the end of thne Dier
fired one shell, apparently out to see. The force
of the expiosion shooX and surprised us with its
mtensity. This, witn the intense light cauvused by
the Vereay lights, which most of our men ned never
heard of or seen before, left us a bit bewildered for
whils, After firinz the shell the slcop fired a

nvaber of rockets at intervals, These contributed

<

to light up the scene while the attz2ck lasted. These

rockats have been referred to d4s shells ever since

by the men taking part. ,

Fairinr lasted froa 12 widniznt uatil sbouvt 5 a
when, apparently, < signal was given to relire. T
zajority of the attaclking party heesrd the signal am
retirad, I, wath tnree other men, heard no signal,
vie remained in our poszticns &nd after & while
disccversd that the shocting had cezsed. I sent two
of +tr

w2 men With me to find cut the positions. They

discovered that the attack hed teer zailed off, after

wnien they proceeded teo follcy the men who had alrsedy



l=ft. Eventually at dawn the man With me, whose nums
was Ned Heoran (now Chairman of Tralee Urban District
Council) and I rejoined our comrades cn their vay back
to Tralee, As we were leaving our positions the
garrison fired sevarsl shots at us but we dashed for
cover and succeeded in escaping, As vie lefy,

the barrecks was & mass oif flames, AS We proceeded to

ced

[
[

Trelee I called cff the Fianna. They had been o
at strategic peints on the way tc Fenit and had bteen
on duty from the night before. The garrison of Fenit

arraved in Tralee around 9 o'clock the same morning.

I: was the end of %2 R.I.C. at Fenit.

About two weeks previous to the capture by the
I.R.a, of 2 military outpost at Horth Kerry railvay
station on the 2Cth July, 1920, I was ordered by
Paddy Cahill, Brisgade C¢/C, to furnish full particulars
as to the number of en=2wy personnel at the post,
their hebits and ctrer details. I instructed Paddy
Connor of 'D" Sluagh to fraternise with the occupants
cf the outpost. This he succeeded in doing with
the a2d of a very childish appearance and a pack of
cards. He supnlied every datail of the moverents and
dispositions of the outpost occupants. His information
contributed largely +to the complete sucecess of the
operation, in which the garriscon was overpowered and
eleven rifles captured after a party of I.R.4. had
boarded & trein a shert distance from the staticn,
takinz the enemy bty complete svurprise when the train

halted st the s-aticn.

The Fianna oificers of "' Sluagh - Jaim Connor

and D, Horgan, wers capntured on their way beck after
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'scouting for the I.R.A. pzrty, Vho had subseagquently
proceeded to the onen country with the centured rifles.

The twWo scouts were sentenced to a period of imprisonment

w

in Corit Je:l, from which they wers released after
undergoling a hunger-strike. During this operation
I, with Thomas O'Connor, Brigade Adjvteant, and Billy
Myles, Battalion Vice 0/C, took control of all
telepnone installations in tne railvay steticn.

e were armed wWith revolvers.

Cne day 2n the autum of 192C a Fiannsz
Sey nelned Billy Conway Wno was servilly n:s time Lo the
tailoring trade, vas handed a man's coat to press.
In the inside pocket he discovered souwe papers which,
tnrovcn curiosity, he vroceeded to rsad. Savinsg read
them, he hid them on his person and later turned them
cver to ms. Thzs correspondsnce was a repiy to an
apvlicatiorn for we:bershic of the Auxiliar:ies
which had been made Dy an ex-British Arwmy officer

named Murphy living in Tralee.

The following day, wWitn Tommy C'Conncr, tzs
3rigade Adjutaent, aand an I.R.a. man, I removed Murphy

mile outside

o

from the Golf 1links to a place about

7

the town, Ve then 1nformed the 3rigacde Vice Q/C I.R.A.,
Joe Melinn, of Murphy's intention to join the Auxiliarias
and asxed for imstructions &s to his dispcsal. Ve

were ordered to tar and feather him and tie him to &

gat2e or prxlilar cn the public rozd. This we refused

to do but oifered to shoot him instegad. We were then
ordered to hand him over to the Company Cfficer I.R.A.

of the area - Tom Sheehy of Oziparlk Compliy. Alter

“le handed over our prisonsr & very good job.was done

3
'l

Ty the far bucket, but this did not prevent liurphy



becoming & very efiicient Auxiliary leter.

Cne day early an Octcber, 1920, a memler oi the
Fiamna informzsd me that two R.I.C. from Listowel
haed brovecht a wotor car to Fenner's garage, iralee,
for repairs and that they were returning that evening
to collect 1it. Witn Biliy Myies end an I.R.A, man
T decid=2d to disarm the R.I.C. men and collect the
car ocurselves. e entered the garage as they were
about to leave, held them up and disccvered that they
were not aried. e then took the car avay. Between
mysaelf and one of the R.I.C. there was rutusl
recognition. His fztner, an R.I.C. pensicnar, na
b22n stationed in Tralee at one tine, I reported the
matter to Faddy Conill, He ordersd me to leeve Trales
for & time. This I did, but after & vzek, When no
attempt had been made to raid my home for me, I
returned to Tralee. That night I was arrested by the
military. I expected to be charged with the hold-up
ir the garage, but the cause of my arrest was of a

different nature.

About this time I had started arming the Fianna
by buying rifles, revolvers and ammunition Ifrom British
scldiers in EBallymullen barracks and raiding private
houses 1n and around Tralese for arus. The I.R.A.
officers objected to this and dewanded tnat 211 a2rus
in the possession of the Fianona be handed over to the
I.R.L, This I refused to do. ihey tren reported tns

atter to our G.H.Q. in Dublin. I subseguently
received a letter from Countess larxievicz 1ustructing
m2 to ce&se arminrg tie Fianna and to carry out the

orders of the I.R.A. Lt the same time she instructed
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me to acknowledge receipt of her comrurnicztion to
Eamon Martin (I forget street zddress), Dublin.

This I did by merely writirgz "“"yours of such 2 date to
nand, contents noted", to whicn I put my signature anc

prosted it to iartin in the ocrdinary way.

Ky arrest was the result of that signature to
the acknowledgement. I was paraded before the 0/C
of the military. He placed befcre me my letter
and asked me did I write it. I told ham I wasn't
ansvwering any questions, adding "supposing I did wrice
1t, wvhat 1s the idea in dragginz myself and my orother
(they had brought him along too) out of bed at two
ot'clock in the morninz". He replied "read what 1s
on the back of the letter". I turned the letter over
and vas I flabbergasted! There, written in my cwn
hasd-"riting, "7as a memorendun to the effect that the
assessination of the Assistant Under Sepretary for
Ireland was under consideratlion and that I would
forward the plan, together with details, under

separate cover within a few days.

The officer must have seen the astonisnmsnt
in my face, for alil he said when I looked up at him was:
*Clever, isn*t it, btut they had a rizht to confire your
plotting apilities to some smaller fry ir the County of
Kerry. I don"t think thne "Shinners" in Dublin
require assistance from anybody nere in Kerry to do

1

hei
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plctting for them". Be then informed me that

s h

m
<D

believed the letiter to bz a forgery, he would
releass me. This he did, with the advice that if I
was a member of any revolutionary movement

never sign my naxne to anything. This advice I took.



I even went one better; I asver wrote to G.Z.Q. again
until the Truce. It appsers tnat the letters on this
occasion were censored by the autnorities viien my letter

#as discoverad,

We did not hznd over the arms as some of them
were not easily acquired. for instance, in one case
we contacted & Bratish soldier who agreed to hand us over
one rifle for £f. He was ong of a party guarding the
military stcres of his regiment at the railway station
where regimertal equipment had been placed in readiness
for the regiment's departure to Cork the following
morning. He was to take over duty av tiie entrance to
the station at 12 o'clock that night. Yle were to
approach him at 12.30 a,m. when he wouid halt us.
ds would then deliver to us the rifle and we would

part "vith the inoney.

Pat Daly, Dattalicn U/C Filarnz, and mysedif
kept the aproiantment, when the exXchange was wade,
the soldier fingering the =dzes cf the notes to ensure
he had four. vihen daun caire re must have discovered
we hadn't played his jolly old game of cricket, as
between tvo reel notes we had placed tvie sheets of

butter paver, each cut to the size of a £1 note.

On the occasion of a visit by Sergeant Sullivan,
K.C., (one of Cesement's Defence Counsels) to the Kerry
Circuit Court sitting in Tralss around this time, I was
instructed by the Brigade 0/C I.R.A. to go to the
Courthouse and zet his descrantion and having done so
to place twe zood scouts on him, witn instructions teo
report his whereabouts to Canill between the hours of

8 and 10 p.m. that nignt. I =ot his description all

right, Whach wis vary essy to detail o the two scouts -



[(}

Gerald Ryle and Christy Teehan - as hs waswearing & beard.
They picked up a man with 2 beard as he left the
Courthouse, but, to my constesraation, about twc hours
before zero I discovered they had picked the wrong man -
Judge Dromgoole, Who was also wearing a besard. However,
we located the whersabouts of Sulliven oy ths appointed
time, therety seving Judze Dromzoole from & very rcugh
handling at the haads of the I.R.A. I belisve the
manhandling of Sullivan 7as a reprisal on 3ullivan

for some scurrilous letters written by nimw to the preass

concarning tne patriot Dlshen C'Dwyer of Lamerack.

large scale operabrons against British forces
ware planned by the I.R.A4. for Yovember Naight, 1920.
The full strength of the Tralee Bavtelion IL.R.A. Was
nobilised cnd toox up strategic positions in the town

that nieni, Hoydermeli, or 'A" Company I.R.Z&.

as 1l wWes Lnoy

b~

i, ned receutly Tormed a section o I.R.A.
scouts and had electzd to use tnese scouts 1n the

proposed attack. All other positicis cn that night

were served by Fianna scouts, therety causing < certain
lack of co-ordination 1n the scouting arrangements.

The cther members of lioyderwell Company took up & strong
position at Moyderwell Cross, where they awaited the

hour fixed for the generzl attack tnroughout the town,
wnich was 10 p.m, The lans usuvelly leflt their barracks

around 9.%0 2.m., after vhaich trney srlit inteo groups

Fiy

and patrolled d:ifferent zarts of the town.

Sometimne prevaious to $.50 2n I.R.L. scout, con
the approazch of & drunken larine tovwards the positron
at koyderwell, mistock him fior 2 Tan and reported thers

that the picket were approaching. T™he I.R.A. i1rmediately




cpered firs and wounded the Earine. The picket,

Tno vers avout to lszave the barracks, regained therse
until some time later, When a large force cl military
turred out of their barracks at Ballymullen and occupied
various posit:cns in the town. In ths weontime

one of the Fianne szouts - Patrick Caly, Battalioen 0/C,
discovered two Black and Tans 1n & side street in
conversation with two women. These two were placed
under arrest by the I,R.A. and wera shot dead on the
foliowing morning and aftervards buried in sicb land
near the beach at Blennervilie. Another Fianna qfficer,
Thomas Hussey, on duty <t Rock St. reported a Tan
leaving a »ublichouse in tne neignbourhood. This
voliceman was fared on vy tie I.R.A. section located in
the vicinaty. He wes wounded but managed to run for
the barracks. Some short time &fter this atteck

the I.R.A. and Fianna scouts were withdrewn. We npad

been on dvcy for four hours.

The followaing day the police burned down the Towmn
Hall ard several shops in the town. For about a week
after the people of the tovn vere subjected to & reign
of terror, looting, shocting end ill-treatmsnt. Cna

¢ci1vilian was shot dead and several were wWounded.

During the week 211 prominent I.R.A. 1n the town
left and went or 'the run'. Cn the advice of Paddy Canill
I renmzined at my digs in Helson St., new called Ashe St.
One nagnt & few days later while Billy kyles and I were
standing on the corner of Nelson S%t., armed ™ith a
revoliver eacn, a party of Black and Tans, led by =&

Sergeanﬁ Barnes R.I.C., approacned on the opposite saide
of the street and at the corner of Deany S5t. halted a

man named James Stack, brother of Austin Stack.
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Tney beet him severely, then made him zo on his Xnees
and swear he would be loyal to the Bratish Crovn.
e were going to fire but thought it better not to do so
unt1l they left Stack alorne. After a while they did so
and proceeded further along the strest. We wient through

her Irom the corner of ancther sids

cr

a back street to get
street. Ls we came to the corner of this sid= street

we saw the Black and Tans this timg beating up 2 Bratish
soldier who was 1n unifora. He was Dick Doolin, & nutaive
of Tralee, who 1n 1914 vas our drili instructor and wes
then cn tne Bratisnh Army reserve, As they 7ere beating
Doolin & group of soldrers of the Lanceshire Regiment

came on the scene, set about thew and tock Doolin away
Wwith them. The scrap betweenn the pcolice and soldiers

was good to match and lasted about 20 minutes. The
police retreated vack the way they hed come. e

returned to our originel corner 2ad fired three or four
siicts at tném, weounding Sergeant Barnes, They ™ere

under the mpression that the military had fired on them.
Next rorning it was gensrally belisved in the town thet

tne Icans and militery were shnooting at cne another.

Abcut three weeks later, in the montn oi December,
the R.I.C. reided my digs I'or me. I was upstairs.
My landlady - lrs. Parker - engaged them 1n conversation
while I got out on to the roof, from wnich I jumped on
to the roof of a lower buildingz. From this building
X jumped to the ground, striking a clothes" line zs I
did so, sustaining & sprained ankle and splltlforehead.
I was }ater taken 1in a pony's trap to Rea's of Ksele,
Castlemaine, vwhnere I remained out of action for about

four weeks,

Yhile I wzs lcocated at Rea's, which was a large

country mansion, Paddy Cahill lormed an hctive Service



Unat, wnich later pecane the Flying Coluan. The Rea's
had vlaced thear house at the dasposal of the I.R.&4.

Cahill and most of the I.R.A. who had to leave Tralee
after November Hignt, stayed there from timz to time.

As well as the large country mansion, lrs. Rea owned a
large business premises, flouvrmills and hotel-at Boolteens,

where she and her family reszded.

Crie day Cahill with another cofficer - Biliy lylss -
had just left Rea"s for the purpose of finding & site
for a vocden hut which he proposed tc erect in a remote
part of the area as a neadquarters of the Kerry fo., 1
Brigade Flylng Column, when the Brigads Ad jutant of
the F:anne - Tommzy C'Connor - called with a dispatch
from 3.H.Q. Duvlin for the EBrigade {/C. This disnateh,
with another, was iying on a table in the kitchen.

About [airteen minuizs after CG'Connor's arravel,

g party of R.I.C. under a Sergeant lcCarthy arrived =zt
Rea's from Killergian, Al of tne I.R.A. naprened to
have 1l=ft the house on this particular.day. I hzd
Jjust mzde tea fer O'Connor wnen I cbserved the R.I.LC.
approackh. C¥Connor was drepearsd to awart the return
of the Brigade 0/C. I seized the two dispatches and
threw them into the fire as the R.I.C. were trooving
cnto the hail. Ther they saw we they ordered "hands
up", after whickh tnsy questioned me. I gave IOF hense
a5 Daly 2nd exgleined that T was caretéker of the house
for Krs, Rea cf Boolteens, wnich 1s only half z mile
avay, and thet I neld the nost for ths past thrze montas
anid that O'Conncr was a cousin of mine, having just

arrived it 2 message from my mother.

Sergzesnt meleorthy then intormed nie that I would

o



uve to proceed wita tuek to Sooltesns, Where, 11 Lrs.
Rea identified me as her caretaxer, he would release me.
He to0ld C'Connor to clear off as he did not rejuire hin.

C'Conner complisd at orce, g

O
5
an

stra.lznt to l'rs. KHea

2t Boolteens, to ~hom he relatzd the conversation bepyeen
Sergeant HeCarthy and myseif. ¥hen T arrived at
Roolteens krs. Rea iderntifised me at once 2s lLier caretaker,
after which the R.I.C. immedilately relez:zed ae. It
seems that McCarthy vas at cne time stdataioned 1in
Beolteens and during the peraicd had developed a close
friendsnip rith the Rees. I expeect his action 1n
manoeuvring iy reisase throuéh sending O'Coanor away

~as to avold any trouble with his old friends. Afger

thzs I left Rea's and went to stay 1in & ceoocage in Keel.

Thile I was loceted 1n the cottage at Keel
I rsceaved word cne night from one cf the Fianna boys
in Tralee that & Mrs. Welpole had been found shot dead
that worning &t Ballyea, Tralee, with & lubel on her
body marked "sny'. The matter was iavestigated Dy
the I.R.A. with the hely of the Fiannz. I inew, and
so did the 1I.R.A., that the woman Tas not & spy. Sne

had a large hous

¥

and some land. Jur investigaticns

led to th

1y

belief tnat the Woman's relaiives wanted the
nouse ard lasd aud that she was shot by one of inem.
The natter wzs rpersued for some time by Cehaill

but wnen the Truce came 1t was dropped.

rnut nad bsen

m

Farly in warch tne erection of th

(@]

complated at Keel £nd cccupied by Peddy Canill, P=ddy

Paul Fatzgerald, Eugere Hogan, Dan Sullivan, Dan Jelfers,

Jerry lyles, kiichael ileliahcn, Ilick Dunig, Tadhg Erosnan,

mysell 2ad others. A very short %time later Patrick Daly,



Battalion C/C Fianna, arrived =zt wine nut ons day with a
letter o2 nad received ircm an I1.R.4. cificer named Daan
fackay wno nad receivad 1t from & posuieasn nemed Collins
a1 @x-Braitzsh LArimy nan. It aprears tnat Coll

viniie on nis round one day, had for delivery a copy of

the '"Irish Indspendent! which weag asddressed to a lajor

leeKinnon, ofilcer 1n chzrge ol i@ Auxiliar.ss Trale
Collins <Tiocugnt it anse tnet LeKinnorn spcoculd oe

retained the paper, wniclkl he opsnsd Taen he zou ions.
Inside tne raper he Tound a2 lstter giving che exXact
posctlon cf thz "hout", narxes or the cccupanis 2nd the

nunber of &rms in {hs column. The letter wWas cnonyiiou

Jord that a lorry load of R.I.C. and Tans with ¢ pravat
car 1o front, travsllsd asionaily from Dingle
towards Arnascaul and bacg. Canill ani starlfl, after

visitinzg the area and selscting & suitablie ambusn
Dositoon &t & rlace calied Laspole, midwey batveen
Dingle &and annascaul, decided to ambusn the parcy.

fe l=Pt the hub 1n & bedy on tne eveaing of the 18tn
March, 1921, aad travellsd the § miles to Lispole area
and billste: ther for the niznt. We were net in

Lispole by members cf the Dingle, Castl=gregory and

= 1]

Se

Kiliorzlin Battaliions. Wz were armsd with riflss, wWniie

2
O
(h
W

tne other rm=n e1ther rifles or shotguns ané a punt

ZUll.
At 1C c.m. on ths mormu:ing of the 19%h -ie took
1r our aileccatsd pesitions. I was 1n a ssctilion of

eleven ren uider rFaddy Pzul Fitzzsrald wno weare

o .
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Annuscaul. We vere in an cld boreen near a railwey
sifing. Another seclicon, under Iliichzel Duhig, occusied
a cottage on the roadside near a bend, the cottazge being
on the same si1de of the road as we were, Orposite the
cottaze on the other side ol th2 road was &n cld school-
house occecunied oy another secuvicn under Danlﬁulv1hlll.

Behind the schoolhcuse vas a bore ¥hich ran nearly

nerallei to the rcad in which the mein bedy of the attacldag

party held positions in =2Xtended formation under Paddy
Cahill, who »as in chargs. Tha punt gun was placed
outsidzs the schooihovse ancd directed on to the road
facing Dingle, The zrouad where we vere located wWas
very much lower thar the road, but the zround on ithe
other side sicoed upwards and was cuch higher. From
our positions we could not sce the nein body while und
cover. We could sce tnem occas:zonally i1f they laft

their positions.

4 snort time arter tekirng ap our positoons
thers vas a terrific bang. Scnisbedy, it appears, had
accilaantally discharged the runt zua. However, -
everything became calm again and we settled down to wait.
7e remainsd 1in positions until 6 v.n,, When we got the

order to retire for the night.

Ue were 1n gqur vositions agzzxn at 10 2.um. the
next morning but ro snemy forcss appsared during the day,
and again we retirad at 5 p.i. H¥2Xxt morninz, 22cd

Marel:, shortly aft

(T

r tading up positions at 10 =2.im.
a shotgun vas accrdentally discharsed in the position of
the m=1in body. I subseguently heard that one of the wmen

in this position wes badly wounded by the discharg
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Around % p.w. W2, to our surprise, neerd
of rifie Tire and discoversad thac tne main body con the
hizh zgrouwnd viele bsing subjected to fire from & pzarty o
zlack and Tans who wWers eadeavouring tc surround thex

from a st-li higher position. It appears tnat the

ulied ur therir lorry or lorries wWithia & nrile of it,

A

afiter which they ~roceeded up the a:zn zZround on tha
leZt-nand side of the rozd, avparently with +the
invertzon ol surroundinz the cld sciuoolhcuse, when, to
thelr surprise, tiney observad cur msn in thé toreen
vehind a bonk of sarth which ren elongside. Almost

sirmultanec:isly & mechine zun opsn=d

tha guni, Wwho wars
back. Thear fir2 "ras concentresad on the scihoolhouse.
They —erc, apparently, uneware of cur aresernce. Peddy
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house angd was ebout to enter the open door,Ther tio

viomsun oif the house rerussd to let me in, sayinzs tner daid

net want tneir necus2 burasd. I covli 4o noti.xaz sut

renory baek to Fitzgerald. e irsiructed me not to

mind tne Fomen but to go to the back of the house to seo
I covld locate the machin: zun from thers. When I

T = o~ = el Ry = P - =

L Z17ed 3pout 51X rounas 1n tne diracticn oi tne gvot

T Aave T4 ~lad- 1o ! men gpasnm n T =

Wnere I thoughv tlhe machine sun was logzted. L zouad
_~ = At sy - — op ow L L PO Rt

00 5S¢ THE Zul 0P ol mannlaZ iv. Ly, 1ncHever,
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continued toc concantrate on the scncolhouse. Tii1s
situaticn continved for pernsus forty-five minutes,
Then 1t 2pprears our wen, either in the schoolhouse or

boreen on tine cther side of the rcad, trheouvght fat to

engege the epemy on that side oi tne road. Shcoting

)

became more intense and contanued for ebout an hour and
na’f. £11 a2t cnce the mecaine gun ceased firing.

After some minutes Wwe obsarved the gun, wannsd oy thres
or four Black ard Tans, on the road about 20C yvards from

the schoolhcuse,

When Faitzgerald discovered tnat the gun crev
behind uws had returned o the road, ne withdrew is
section some distonce to the oackx with the 1ntention
of engaging the enemy on the rodqd. As he did so
the enemy decided to wathdraw, taking with them three or
four dead or ¥ounded Taas. We then returned tc¢ our
original positicns, after whicn Fitzgerald sent me to
contect Padiy Canill. Canilli 1asiructed us to retire
to & little village about & mile from the scen=. e
left there thet night and proceeded to Ballynenunt
where Cahill, ¥ullins, Tommy O'Connor and I stayed
*1.th people by thée name of Landers. We stayed there
for the night. Next morring Dr. Ferris of Castlsgregory
and Dr. Shenzpan of Tralee arrived at the nouse
and were taken to a couple or houses in the neighbourhood
vihere three of cur men “lounded the »revious day were
located. e returned to the nut, where we arrived at
2 next morningz. nhe tnrese vounded men wWare James
Daly, a man named Asihe and a men named Hevwiey. Asne
died that night, Haewley livad for about s1X wesks

and Daiy recovared.

-

In Tralee at this time vz2s & g jor healnnon,
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officer in charge of the Auxiliaries. ne, some tLne
earlier, had besn responsible for the dezths of two
I.R.2. men at Ballymecellizott. The Brigade Staff
I.R.A. 1ssued instructions that LicKinnon was to be shot
as early as pessibie. After several weeks'! trailing
by the Fianns he was snot dead on tne golf links on the
15th April, 1921, by four I.R.A. named Con Healy, Paddy
Kelly, Denis Donoghue 2ad Petrici O"Connor,. A fifth

. man named John 2'Riordan was vaith Lhe cchers

>

I.R.

F)

vut he tooi no parc in the shooting.

On the day of the shooting three mewbers cf the
Filaona had charvye of the scoutlny arrangenments
whach sventually 1lsd to kcKinnon'%s de&in. Their nemes
were: Percy Hanalin, Jiany O'Connor and 2 youth nawsed
Lullaily. iullalily was in the pavilion on the golf
links. &s McXinnon left tc start a rouad of golf
Bullaelly signalled to O'"Connor wiho was located 1n & tree
on the course. Whsu 0*Connor got ilicKinnon under
observation he signzlled to Hanafin vho was aboui ten
sards from the positicn taken up by the I.R.A.
Bavirg gotv tias signal Hzpafain moved over to the ambusn

position 2nd informed the I.R.A.

WWhen tne shooting was ovar the three scouts
came tvogethar, met tae T.R.A. and collsctea their zrms -
one rifie, tnree shotzuns and one revolver, which they
ccncealed 1n & nearby hedge, aftervards returning to

tovn waith O'Hiordan, vnc played a mouth-organ on the way.

Instructions from the Brigade Stalf I R.A.
arcund tne time of HeKinron's decth included an order
t0 shoot another man - & native cof Strand St., Tralee,

n&med Shea, who %Was xnown as Dingle Shea, Shea



a snort time pefore had joinsd the Black and Tans.
e wes seidom seen on nis own and, consequently, was not

asy o shoot. He Xnew most of the members of the

4

HH

.A.A. 1n the town and was regarded as & dangerous

individuwal when ne was in the company of the R.I.C. ard

Elack aand Tans wnile raiding homes c¢f I.R.A. men.

At last, one Sunday morning, two I.R.A. men nawred

Dan Sullivan and Joe Sugrue while returning from Mzss

saw Dingle Shea outside the "Munster Waresouse'", Tralee,
He weas walilking towards the:., Irey decided to arrest
him and talke him ourcside tie town, where Tney intended %o
shoct him. Neither of the I.R.A. men had a gun on them.

ugrve, however, had a Milils bombin his pocket. As

Shea came abreast of them they selzed haim and forced
nim into a pony's trap standing in the street. In

The trap Shed began to strugzle with his t¥o cantors,

F
ck

vwith tne result that the bostom fell out of the trac.

A third T.R.A. man named Looney then cams to the
assisvance of the other two. Looney pulled out

rezor, ssying '"wevll cut his thiroat". After a moment
or two Susrue said "“No, we'"ll give ham a run for it",
rulling the bomb cut of his pocket a2t the same time.

He told 3hea to run. Shea ren vp DBlackpcol - thie
entrance vo the marksty, When hs had gone a2vout tWenty
yards Sugrue ithrav the bomb. As it strucik the ground

Shea fell flat on his face. Ythen it had exploied

(0!

hea jumpsd to his feet and ran avway unscathed. Hext

day Shea left tne tovn and was n2ver seen siace.

Shortiy after this an incident ceccurred irn Tralee
¥hich resulied 1n < men dropping dead and a woian being

wounded, Among the Auxiiiaries aand Tans wmarked out for



srec1al attention by tne I.R.4. at this time iun Iralee

was a Sergesant Quinlan, R.ILC. The Fiznna h=d him

under cover for soms timz, when eventually one evening
after Devoticrs one ci them - Geraid Ryan - saignalled

to Patrick Dely, Battaliicn G/C Fianna, an? Denis Keane,

2rd Lieutenant of 'B' Company I.R.4., that Quinlen wag in 2
private car located ir 2 side street. Witn Quinldn wes

a Gergeaent Connell and two other K.1.C. £5 the car

turned tne corner vhers Daly and Keans were standin

(]

one oi them faired & Hills bomb at the open windov of the
car. The bonb retounded on to the road, where it
exploded. A man dropped‘dead from shock and a woman
nemed Mrs. Horgan was wounded. Next morning the I.R.A.
Spree«d the story that it was the R.I.C. who had thrown
the bomb out of the wandow of the car. The story vias

zenerally berieved Uy tne people.

Bariy in Aprii 1621 the column, which was located
at the nvt, receuved information that & perty of military
located at a post in Glenteagh travelled once a wesk
by train from Glenbeigh to Tralee and returned to
Glenbeigh in the evening. As Glenveigh was saituated
in. Kerry Mo. 3 Brigade area, Paddy Czhill, though anxious
to capture the party, had no first-hend informaticn as to
the enery dispositions 1n the area. I informwed him that
Padd; O'Connor, who had proved his scouting abilities
in the carture of the rifles from the military at Tralee
railvay statvion, had relaticns in Glenbeigh. L day or
twc later ®"Peak", as Paddy O'Connor was calied, procesded
to Glenebign for & fortnight's holiday. The information
furnished by "Pecek" as to tne strength and details of the
military party enzbled the column to swing with clock-like

precasion into position on the merning of the attack -
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26th April, 1921. That the attack was not the complete

surprise intended was no fault of nis.

Early or the morning of the 26th April the columy,
under Cehilli, left the hut arnd nroceeded to Inch strand,
where we obtained two boets and creossed the bay to a rlace
c&liled Crumaun stracd. From there we preoceeded to

3leubezzh. Cn the way ve were joinsd bty Dan kulvihizl

J
vitth about thirty of =zis men. nearing Glenbeigh the men
were nalted while Paddy Canili, Paddy Peul Fitzgeraild,
ryself and otners proceeded to the railway station,

where "Peuk" was waitaing for us. A couple of us called
on the statiommaster, told him what was going to take
place and asked him to open up the office - wpnere a phone
was leccated - the waiting-room and the signal cabin.

Tnis he did at once. I trhen instructed hLiim to corry con
his duties as usual, after which I placed crne man 1in
cnarge of the phone, ancother in the signal catin

and on€ in tne waiting rcom. 1Lt tWo others I then
tookx up positior behind a diten opposite & l:ittle zate,
through which the military would have tc enter to reach
the platform. The me1n body then arrived and took upn
posaitions behind the same diten or bark of eerth.

Cne or two of them, however, were sent into the waitinzs-

room wWith the man already there.

As ve are all s21% feor the arrival of the militery,
passengers begen tc arrive, ingiuding a wWoman witao a

nzupsr of cockles. L5 she enterad tne waiting-roon

she okserved the armed men, Whersupon she dashed on to

t

i}
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platforr foilowed by t9c cf our wmen, who tried to
remove her by force intec the walting-room for her safety.

This was the scene that met the Britvish officer's eyes

a5 he and nis men swunz into the station. This officer
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dasnhed about in retreat uand coliided with his machine-

gunner, “Tho dropped his Lewis gun &nd pan of ammunition.

Cur G/C ther ordered us whe 7ere in the main
position opposite the entreucs to open rire. Cur firs
was hampered by the arrival of a young glrl 7ho %as
standing 1n a dezed ccrndition i1n front of the milatary,
quite cblavious to the fatherly shouts of an I.R.A.
officer tc "lie dcwn girl". Ho7ever, scome soldiers sesn
to have fallen wounded &t the entrance, and the remainder,
to facilitate their retreat, dropped their raflss. Cur
men left ithe vaiting-rcor 2nd collected the machine gun,
pan of apmunit:cn end about anirs raflias. We returned to
the hut waith' our booty. Among the Ten with me in the

main positlon was Tommy O'Conncr, Brigade Adjutant, Fianna.

"Pezk" went tc Castliewzins that evening by train.
Three oif tire milatery wounded that morning wWers cn the

same trein cn their ay to Tralse Ifor trsatment.

With the cbjeect of snooting certain off'icers of
tre Auxiliaries and R.I.C., & general attack on enemy
forces was planred hy the Battziron Staff, Tralee,
for the 14th Hay, 1921. At the time John Joe 3heeny
was acting Battalion O/7 and was also 0/C of & Battalion
ervice Unitwhich had keen formed a couple of
months carlier, On this particular morning the Actave
Sarvice Unmit - tock up vosaiticns in different parts of the
pown with John Joe Sheeny ia charge. A Fianna scout
nameleack Carmody was posted abt the corner of Pembroke St.
w1th instructions to walk doia Pembroke Si. towards i
tgwiy when he saw a Hezd Consiabls 3Senson of the R.I.C.
1l p.z. In the getselay, [aiftesen yards froz the corner,

three I.R.A&. named Dirnny Pa. Imlcahy, Tom Healy and



Peter Commell teck up posiblions armed wWith revslvers.

Az Benson approacnsd the corner ne was spotted by

* . - - ) [
arpody, ¥iio proceedad tov "i2lkK tovards the gatevay.

(%

Ls Carucdy came in line with the gateway the thres I.A.A.
left and crossed the strast towards fenson. h=aly
and Comneil cpened firs, Bensen fell tc the zgrouvad.
To ensure he was desad, Iulecahy fired another couple of
snots into his body &s ne lay on the zround. After the
shooting the other members c¢f the Active Service Unit

and Fiernna on duty in the toTn wers dismissed.

It wee market day in the tovn that day. Peonls
fled 1n all directions when the news of the snooting
spread. Evervone expected that the town would be vuransd
down. As 1t happened, thsre wers no reprrisals, though

several I.R.A. and civlilians were arrested.

About the =2nd of iy Tom C'Connor, $/C Xillorzlain
Battalion, reguested the help of the colurn to aambash a2
cyecle party of Tans #who travelled about once & weex
from Killorgiin vie Castlemalne to Tralee, returning
in the afterncon. Tedng Brosnan, who was now acting O/C

of the ecolumn, decided to give all the dassistance he ccoculld,

Cn t »e meorning of the lst June, 1921, tiz column

received i'erd fror Tom O'Counor that the cycle perty

& mile outside thwe villiaze cf Castlemuire. A& discussica
took nlace as So the a2ubusa rosition. It was decided Lo

take up posaivions on one 31de of the voz2d 1n sxteudad

formation on the Killcrglin siads of Castvlemzine. In all
Wwe nurbered iL5 men, Tom C'Connor beling in Charge. The

attacking party had 20 rifles end 2% shctguns.



About aa hour ead & hell later we were 1nforued
by the local scouts th2t the cycle party had arrived back
1n the vilicege of Castlemaine, where they sphent

anrroxXimateiy thiriy minutes 1in a local publichouse.

O"Cornor placed m2 25 end waen of the exteuded

{0

formation, that is, the last men of the attacking party.
Ly instructions were to open ire as socn as the head

of the cycle party reached my vosition, therecy giving
our paerty a good attacking advantage along the 500 yerds
in whaich 7e were extended. As we wWere waiting, 2 man
Ariving a horse and cart came iatc the ambush position.
Behind ham I sa® the cycle party. The driver lashed
his horse and was soon out of the ambush pcsition

but not before nhs hed delayed the cycle patrol, whe by
this time had closed up 1n-close formation a snort
distance behind him. As the head of Lue cycle party
came witnin range I opened {ire. The atteciing party

openad fire almost at the same time. It was sudden

and ell cover in a aatter of minuies. O0f the ten man

.

vho made up the cycle petrol, seven wWere shot dead,
three escaped. Yie came out on the rozd and collected
even r:fles, rive revolvers and several importaat
documents on a Sargeant Coleary, includiung 2 sum of £150
in notes which he had collected that day in Tralee to
pay the mewnbers of the police stvationed in Killor:s-iin.
Yiith this £15C I, #hc a2t the time wes rezardsd urcfficially
&s Quartermasser sf the column, paid lMrs. Hea £8C in

respect of food and shelier afiordsd to the colum,

?J

together with 2 npurker of small tills. The hdlance
subsequently paid part of the expenses of wyseif and

2t

d

51X other Fianna coflfacers at & training cam:

Sihank1l), nezsr Dablin, duraing the Truce



50,

Ay

From then to the Truce, activities were very few.,s
I did, however, scout for members of the Divisional
and G.H.Q. staff who visited the area around this time.
These included Liam Lynch, Andy Cooney, Mick Price and

others.

Mr, de Valera, on behalf of G.H.Q. Flanna, visited
Tralee during the Truce and presented a silver cup
inscribed with cross rifles to the Tralee Battalion Fianna
a3 one of the most outstanding Flanna battellions in
Ireland during the Black and Tan period. He also
presented the followlng six members of the battalion,
on behalf of Flanna Headquarters, inscribed watches

for outstanding services:

Patrick Connor William Butler (Tubrid,

Ardfert)
Billy Myles Patrick Daly i
Thomas O'Connor Michael O'lLeary.

Signed: Zﬂ/é%w/{w

(Michael O'Leary)
Date: 17th May, 1955.

Witness: M’m‘ A éaé (John J, Daly)

(Investigator)
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